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Brown hands out 
children, elderly and 




The Chancellor yesterday rejected Tory claims that he had imposed ‘stealth taxes', insisting that die Budget measures announced amounted to a boost for families! bnJpw and middle incomes 


y yORDON BROWN announced a 
^Surprise cut in the basic rate of 
income tax yesterday in a 
£6bn give-away Budget which 
switched money from high 
earners to low-paid families 
with children. 

The Chancellor sought to 
head off Tory daims that he had 
imposed “stealth taxes" to- 
talling £40.7bn since the last 
general election by bringing in 
his long-promised lOp bottom 
rate of tax on the first £1.500 of 
income from next month. But 
MPS were stunned when he 
added that the basic rate would 
also be cut from 23p to 22p in 
the pound from April next year. 

To pay for the changes, 
mortgage tax relief and the 
married couples' tax allowance 
. will be abolished next year. 
t'4 ?he allowance will be replaced 
by a new children's tax credit, 
but top rate taxpayers will re- 
ceive less than those on the 
basic rate. 

Labour MPs, who welcomed 
a further cash injection for 
health and education, said the 
Budget had the feel of “a pre- 
election Tory give-away". 
Downing Street denied it was 
a profligate package, insisting 
that Mr Brown was spending 
the dividend from bringing the 
econo mi' under control. 

Yesterday's radical reforms 


By Andrew Grice 

and Diane Coyle 

set the scene for a general 
election battle in 2001 in which 
the Tories will attack Labour’s 
“backdoor tax rises". 

But Mr Brown insisted that 
his package amounted to a 
boost for low- and middle-in- 
come families. The Treasury 
said 20 million households 
would be better off after the 
changes were phased in over 
the next three years. But this 
still left 4 million who would be 
worse off or whose position re- 
mained unchanged- mainly 
high-earners, single people or 
couples without children. 

Mr Brown also announced 
an above-inflation increase in 
child benefit It rises to £14.40 
for the first child next month 
and to £15 in April next year. . 

The winners also include 
pensioners, who will have a 
guaranteed minimum income 
of £78 a week from April next 
year. Some 200,000 old people 
will be taken out of income 
tax. and the pensioners' winter 
fuel bonus win be increased 
from £20 to £100. 

Mr Brown, who announced 
a long list of tax reliefs to boost 
small business, said his Budget 
was about "enterprise and fair- 
ness". Although an energy tax 


Key Points Of The budget 


• New lOp starting rate of tax. 
Bask rate tax cut to 22p. Nearly 
one million taken out of 
National Insurance Contributions 

• Married Couple's tax 
allowance scrapped and 
replaced by Children’s Tax Credit 
worth up to £416 a year: Child 
benefit raised to £1 5 a week for 
first child, £10 for second 

• Miras scrapped. Stamp Duty •” 
raised by half a per cent on 
homes above £250,000 

• £1bn boost for QAFs. Whiter 
allowance up from £20 to £100 



• £55 cut in road tax for cars 
with smallest. engines. Overhaul 
of company car tax. New energy 
tax on business 

• Unleaded petrol up by 3.8p a 


Here, packet of 20 cigarettes by . 
l7-5p. No increase in wine, beer 
or spirits duties 

• £1.7bn Initiative to make . 
computers avaBaMe toail - 

• ^ breaks to encourage 
employee share :Owriershlp, cuts 
in evaporation Ihx . . 

• Extra £1.1bn for schools, .. 
hospitals and crime prevention, . 

• Budget surplus of £34bn over 
five years. Growth forecast at ; 
1-1.5 per cent this year rising to 
2.75 - 3.25 percent In 2001. 
Inflation to stay at 2.5 per cent - 


‘Fiscally progressive, but based on a risky assumption' Leading articie r Budget Review*, page l { • 
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wffl be imposed on business, the 
Chancellor promised to com- 
pensate by cutting companies' 
national insurance payments. 

The Chancellor is confident 
of winning the battle over 
“stealth taxes", believing that 
many high earners will still be 
better off after the loss of “mid- 
dle-class perks" such as mort- 
gage relief because their 
disposable income is rising. 
This is largely due to Calling in- 
terest rates. 


No censure In Aids case 
Three French ex-ministers 
escaped punishment in a row 
over contaminated blood 

Foreign P10 

Israel’s ‘unwlnnable’ war 

Why a general's death in 
south Lebanon is unavenged 

Foreign P12 


But William Hague branded 
Mr Brown the “pickpocket 
Chancellor" The Tory leader 
claimed he had been “aided and 
abetted" by “the artful dodger" 
- Tony Blair The Opposition 
leader said an increase in na- 
tional insurance would hit high- 
er earners. 

Mr Hague scorned the 
Chancellor's claim that the 
Budget was good for families. 
“It is good for families who don’t 
have a mortgage, who aren't 
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married, who don’t run a can 
who don’t smoke, who don’t 
save for a pension.” 

Mr Brown promised an 
extra £430m to improve hospi- 
tal accident and emergency 
units, and an increase of £100m 
for technology in schools, plus 
fi50m for more books. 

Treasury officials said the 
public finances would be £10bn 
better off than previously ex- 
pected over the next three 
years, due to lower govern- 


ment spending on social secu- 
rity and debt repayments. Mr 
Brown was using £4hn of this to 
reduce borrowing, and irgecting 
£6bn into the economy 

It was a Budget with few 
losers. Smokers and drivers, as 
usual, pay higher duties. 

The biggest gainers win be 
low-income families in work. 
Martin Barnes, director of the 
Child Poverty Action Group, 
said: “The Chancellor proved 
today that he supports the fam- 


ily and is genuine in his com- 
mitment to reducing child 
poverty.” ■ 

The overall tax burden will 
fell from the next financial year 
The tax ahd extra spend- 
ing announced yesterday are 
foe fruits of tough Budgets in 
July 1997 and March 1998. 

Tfesterday’s measures came 
as a relief to business after the 
big increases in their tax bur- 
den in Mr. Brown’s previous 
Budgets. Employers organisa- 
tions welcomed foe steps to 
boost small firms encour- 
age enterprise. 

Alan Armitage. chief econo- 
mist at foe Engineering Em- 
ployers Federation, gave a 
warm welcome to foe an- 
nouncements. “Many of foe 
measures foe Chancellor has 
announced wfllhelp sustain es- 
. sential investment through the. 
current downturn and help 


ture growth rathe economy." 

There was concern that Mr 
Brown's plans rety on his rela- 
tively upbeat , outlook for 
growth. He defied City opinion 
by sticking to his forecast of 
growth eff between l per cent 
and .1.5 per cent this year Kate 
Barker at the Confederation of 
British Industry said: “He has 
stuck to, optimistic economic 
forecasts, and he needs themto 
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dome true to be able to cany 
out his plans.” 

The Budget give-away was 
more than many City analysts 
had expected. Some warned 
that this would diminish foe 
chance of another fell in inter- 
est rates. 

Ian Peters, deputy director- 
general of foe British Cham- 
bers of Commerce, while 
wdc oming the measures, said: 
“The sting in the tail is that ... 
foe Bank Of England mi gh t 
have less room to reduce in- 
terest rates." 

Despite these concerns, 
which led to a sharp fell in the 
gifts market, there wasagree- 
ment amongst experts that the 
public finan c e s remain in very 
good shape. 

Kevin Gardiner, an econo- 
mist at Morgan Stanley the in- 
vestment bank, said: “The 
financial markets have over-re- 
acted Outside the markete this 
Budget should play tremen- 
doustyweQ." 

. The Treasury's Budget 99- 
document showed that ad- 
justingfor foe economy’s posi- 
tion in the business cycle, fiscal 
policy will continue to get 
tighter over the next three 
years. The £8bn giveaway yes- 
terday was actually needed to 
adjust for the feet that growth 
has slowed since last yean 
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You can still side-step the tax-man, but -you’ll need to be quick 
to beat the PEP deadline of April 5th. Any money you put into your 
PEPwiSL be tax-free now and into the future. . • 

V\fe have two HKj to choose from - one is designed to grow with 
the fortunes of the .UK’s top 350 companies and foe other invests 
in the safer haven of corporate bonds to deliver a steady return. 

So for .a jargon-free information pack and account opening 
form, visit our website or call now quoting B0917. 

; PEPsfromb 2 . 
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She’s every teacher’s worst nightmare. 
And she’s only four years old 


THE EDUCATION SUPPLEMENT. EVERY THURSDAY 


Sony cuts 


may hit 


^ 4,500 jobs 


in Wales 


THE INTERNET revolution has 
prompted Sony the Japanese 
electronics giant, into a radical 
restructuring that will see it in- 
crease its focus on new con- 
sumer technologies for the 
digital generation. 

The company is to cut 17,000 
jobs worldwide and close 15 of 
its 70 factories. It is not yet 
known if the two UK factories, 
in Bridgend and Pen coed Mid 
Glamorgan, which employ 4£00 
people, will be affected. 

With the Sony Playstation 
now accounting for almost half 
of Sony’s profits, the company 
has batched an ambitious plan 
to bring consumers a new 
range of digital products. The 
aim is to “create new lifestyles” 
and “provide new forms of en- 
joyment in the network-centric 
society of the 2lst century”. 

Some City analysis ex- 
pressed concern that Sony was 
moving away from its tradi- 
tional business of making tele- 
visions, video recorders and 
hi-fi systems. But others wel- 
comed the move as inevitable in 
a world where homes would 
soon be connected up to a sin- 
gle digital system for music, 
shopping and financial services. 

Sony's 10 divisions will now 
be spread across just three, and 
it will spend $2.7bn l£L62bn) on 
taking electronic control of 
various subsidiaries. It will re- 
tain its huge music business, 
whose acts include the singers 
Mariab Carey and Lauryn HUL 
Soay Films, previously called 
Columbia Studios, will also be 
a central part of the group. 

It will invest heavily in the 
development of a new network 
platform to provide consumers 
with digital content in music, 


by Nigel Cope 
A ssociate City Editor 


film and financial services. The 
restructuring comes as Sony 
battles its way through a re- 
cession that has forced elec- 
tronics makers to cut prices to 
remain competitive. Rivals 
such as NEC. Toshiba and 
Hitachi have all been forced to 
make cuts as the economic cri- 
sis in Asia fcikps its toll. 

Competition has been most 
fierce in the market for more 
basic products, such as televi- 
sions and video recorders. The 
new plan will help Sony to in- 
crease its focus on its more 
profitable products, such as 
the next generation of Playsta- 
tion. The company has been en- 
gaged in a titanic, “console 
battle” with its rivals Sega and 
Nintendo for first position in the 
video games market 

Sony declined to say where 
the 17,000 job cuts would be 
made. “Hie plan is to achieve 
the cuts through natural 
wastage," said a spokesman. 
The company could not rule out 
compulsory redundancies. 

Sony employs 170,000 work- 
ers worldwide and plans to 
make the cuts by March 2003. 
It has not said how much the 
closures and lay-offs will cost 

The shake-up is a big step for 
Sony founded by Akio Morita in 
post-war Tokyo. The company 
experienced a severe setback 
in the Seventies when it backed 
the technically superior Beta- 
max video recorder system 
against the more widely avail- 
able VHS rival. But the Sony 
Walkman was one of the most 
successful new technology 
launches of all time. 



It happens to women 
in real fife too 


Peggy from EascEnders has been cold her cancer has returned. 
Peggy is a fictional character, but breast cancer is a feet for 
thousands of women today. Every year another 14,240 women 
in foe UK are diagnosed with foe disease. 

As foe major funder of breast cancer research in the country. 
The Cancer Research Campaign has helped find cures for 
60 % of breast cancer cases. 


Your £10 gift coday could help us do so much more. 


Help us find a cure for breast cancer 


Please return this coupon with your gift to the address below 
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£10 CH 
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Todays date / I __ 


Please »«nd dns tamp te ed form and your 
donation to The Cancer fteseardi Campaign. 
FREEPOST 12160. (0 Cambridge Terrace, 
London. NWI OYP No stamp ts needed. 
Thai* you. 

Or call us on 0800 CANCER 
0800 726237 
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Bramiey apple growers protesting at Gordon Ramsay’s restaurant yesterday say he 'undermined* their campaign 


DanTbwers 


Apple activists picket restaurant 


GORDON RAMSAY discovered 
yesterday that Bramiey apples 
have a nasty habit of repeating 
on you. 

The outspoken celebrity chef - 
disparaged the British fruit on 
television last week, and yes- 
terday found his restaurant be- 
sieged by furious, placard- 
waving apple-growers. 

Mr Ramsay already faces 
legal action by the Bramiey 
Apple Growers’ Association 
after he ostentatiously substi- 
tuted French Granny Smiths 
for the English apple in a 
dessert during his Channel 4 
television programme Ram- 
say's Baiting Point 

Mr Ramsay also insulted 


by Kathy Marks 


the chairman ofihe association 
on camera, after the association 
paid him £3,50Q?o promote its 
homegrown fruit. 

Yesterday the tables were 
turned on him. 

A crowd of 20 chanting pro- 
testers from die Bramiey Apple 
Campaign Group picketed his 
two Mkhelin-star London 
restaurant in Chelsea. 
Lunchtime diners looked on 
bemused as the demonstra- 
tors. wearing white chefs hats, 
brandished placards reading 
“Bramleys - the best cooker" 
and “Bramiey is best, give us 
ourmoneyback”. The apple ac- 


tivists handed a letter to the 
maitre d’hoteL 

Keith Snapson, spokesman 
for the English - Apples and 
Fears Association, who -was at 
the picket, said: “We consider 
he has broken the trust and the 
agreement that existed be- 
tween us. He has fundamentally 
undermined this country's 
Bramiey growers’ industry. 
This protest is part of a pro- 
gramme to encourage him to 
make a public apology and re- 
turn our money. If all else fails, 
we will sue." 

Diners entering the restau- 
rant, where lunch costs £28 a 
head, were handed leaflets. 

M one point, Mr Ramsayap- 


peared briefty by the kitchen ei- 
tranhe, but be ninety raiset? hist • _ 
eyebrows and retreated. 

A spokesman for the restau- 
rant said herwas' considering 
giving the £3,500 fee to chanty. 

jo Rimmer of the campaign 
group, said growers wanted 
a public apology and their 
money back. He said lawyers 
had told them they had a good 
case for breach of contract 
and defamation. . 

In the Channel 4 pro- 
gramme, Mr Ramsay said be 
was going to use Granny 
Smiths instead of Bramleys 
because his television guests, 
all “foodies” would not know 
the difference. 



Gordon Ramsay: Raised 
eyebrows and retreated 


CHILDREN who bully others - 
are likely to have inherited a 
genetic predisposition for their, 
antisocial behaviour, accord-': 
ing to a study of 1,500 pairaof - 
twins. The research found that . 
aggressive tendencies are 
more likely to be influenced ty 
genes than upbringing. 

The study Also found that 
gooes played a minor rote in de- ■; 
tftr ymnmg noa-a ggr essivgactt- j 
tisodal behaviour; such as frog 
and stealing, which was more , 
likely to be influenced by fam- 
ily and environment factors. 

Scientists believe the find - 
ings show for the first time thafc - 
an inclination towards bullying 
and other types of chfldhoodag-. 
gression can be inherited,'.' 
although they stress that the', 
predisposition may be wanA’. 
tered by changes to the wqya 
child is raised. 

Thalia Eley, a research fel- 
low at the Institute of Psychi- 
atry in London, and Paul . 
Lichtenstein of the Earollnska 
Institute in Stockholm, car-' 
ried out the study on more than 
1,000 pairs of identical and 
non-identical sets of Swedish 
twins and 500 sets of British 
twins. 

Their findings, published in 
the journal Child Deuefopment ... 
were broadty identical for both - 
countries, indicating that their 
observations maybe truly bio- 
logical rather than the result of 
= cultural upbringing. 

“The most notable feature 
[of the study] is the remarkable 
-similarity between the results 
from the Swedish sample and 
the British sample," they sqy. 
The findings on aggression i 
also applied equally to both 
boys and girls. 

Jim Stevenson, professorof 
psychology at Southampton 
University and a member rtf the 
research team, said: “We’re 
not saying there are specific- 
genes for bullying. It doesn't, 
mean to say that one cant cre- 
ate a remedial environment 
that wifi reverse this genetie - 
i predisposition.” 
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FORECAST 

General sfenaxfcm; Ram will spread across southern England and possibly into 
southern Midlands and south Wales. The rain win start light but will turn heavier. 


especially towards the Channel coast. Northern and eastern England will be cloudy 
with some’ ‘ 


some light ram but >t will brighten up in the norttvwesr and across north 
wales. Northern and eastern Scotland ~ - ‘ " 


will have bright spells and the odd shower, 
some winery. Western Scotland and Northern Ireland should have surmy spells. 

SE England, London, Cant 5 ft SMF England, S litotes. Midlands: Starting dry 
but Increasingly doudy with rain spreading northwards from the south coast. A 
light to moderate easterly wind. Max temp 9-1 1C (48-32 F). 

Is: Wet and dull. A fresh south-easterly wind. Max temp 8-lOC (46-50FJ. 


E England, E Angfe. Gant N ft NE England: aotidy and cod all day. Light 
Showers possible with rain moving into East Anglia by the evening. A light easterly 
wind. Max temps 4-7C (39-45F). 


NW England, Lake Ofsc, tstc of (Kao, N Males: Goudy but mainly dry. the best 
of any bright spells this afternoon in sheltered western areas. A light easterly 
wind. Max temps 5-8C (41-46F). 

N Ireland: A dry day with frequent sunny spells. A light and variable wind. Max 
temp 5-8C (41-46F). 


SW ft NW Scotland, G la sg ow, w Isles: Frequent sunny spells, the best of 
these in sheltered western areas by the afternoon. A moderate southeasterly 
wind. Max temp 6-flC (43-46F). 


SE A NE S cotland. Edbbmfh, A b erd een , N Isles: A mostly Cloudy but dry 
day with showers possible along the coast. A moderate easterly wind. Max temp 
5-7C |AM5FJ. 


OUTLOOK 


M«t areas will have some rain on Thursday Mild In the south with brighter 
spells by afternoon. Friday will toe mOd warn some sunshine at times, tout the 
north and west will have showers and some ram 1 $ possible in the south-east. 


TRAVEL 


London: Al2 Green Man Roundabout, 
leytawtane. Majw roadworks or new 
Mil Snk road. Untt 31* Decemtw. 
Bristol: M5 J18-19. Major Roadworks on 
Avonmouth Bridge. UnH 23rd June 2001 . 
Wnrwtefc*hlre:M42 Between J10 Tamwonh 
oernc» and J9 Sober CokffieU Ftaadwotte 
and contraflow. Una 23rd April. 

South Yorkshire-. Ml Between J3J Tinsley 


Viaduct (A6109) & J34 Tinsley Viaduct 
I AST 781. Sheffield- Carriageway k i 


Carriageway b reduced 
to two lanes southbound. Until 2 isj 
N ovember 2000. 

Gloucestershire: A40 Lansdovm Rd, 


Cheltenham. CJosod due la roadworks 
■bound. Orwjnaotrj it place. Until 1st June. 
CaAmrim: At Kings way. Dunmunay. 
Roadworks, various lane restrictions. Unffl 
1st Angus. 

Dortjyshire: A8 Between Derby Southern 
Bypass |A50) and Shard low Road round- 
abwt. East of Ahasion. Contraflow lor work 
on new A50. UnUMah October. 

AA Road watch: Call 0336 ACT 777 for 
the latest local and national traffic news. 
Source: The Automobile Association. Calls 
Charged at SOp per nltn (inc VAT1. 


LIGHTING UP 


Belfast 

Birmingham 


Glasgow 


6.17pm to 6.50am 
6.02pm to 6.32am 
6.06pm to 6 -35am 
6,09pm co 6.44am 
5.56pm to 6.25am 
6.03pm to 6.35am 
5.59pm co 6.33am 


HIGH TIDES 


Car* 

D c io npu c t 


AM HT 

11.31 10.0 

10.32 3.6 
10.30 4.5 

3.31 5.5 
Dob t eag h a tre i 4.44 3 3 
Fbbaootb 10.01 4.3 
fwvtw ji 5.07 2.6 

Harwich 4.18 3-3 

llnlyfwwl 3.06 4.5 

HuH (Albert Dfc) 1 1.03 7J 
Ktags Lfiw 11.12 4.6 
Lett 7.45 4.4 

3.49 7.5 
IO.S7 S.3 
9.55 54 
11.00 1.3 
3.57 3.6 
FnUKB 12.36 3 6 
Scarboroogh 9.11 4.5 
Wide 4 07 2JB 

Hague measured In metres 


Newquay 


PM 

.11.54 

11.07 

11.03 

4.02 

538 

10.34 
5.15 
4.42 
333 

11.34 
11.38 

ais 

4.13 

11.30 

10.30 
11.16 

439 

1.00 

938 

4.42 


AIR QUALITY 

ibday's readings 


S England 


C England • 
N England 
Scotland 
N 


NO, SO, 
Moderate Good 
Moderate Good 
Good' Good 
Good Good 
Good Good 
Moderate Good 
Good Good 


SUN 6t MOON 


0637 
Sun sets: 17.56 
Moon rfset»01.28 
Moon secs: 10.29 
Last Oaarterc today 



WEATHERLINE 


For me hies forecasts did 0891 5009 
Followed by BK two Ogtts lor your area. 
Source: The Met Office Cats chagM ar 
SOp per min flne VMA 



YESTERDAY 


EXTREMES 


S Ua nae rt: Fambonxigh 9C (48F) 
Coldest (day): Emley Moor 3C (37F) 
toni ir Coldshaii 7.0 mm 
SitneleM: Arm ay S.O hrs 
For 24hrs to 2pm Tuesday 



Son 

Rate 

Mm 


hr* 

mm 

X 

*F 

aAberdeen 

0 

2.3 

5 

41 

Anglesey 

Aonemore 

03 

O.l 

o.a 

03 

5 

4 

41 

39 

Belfast 

4.6 

0 

7 

45 

Birmingham 

O 

6 3 

4 

39 

Bournemouth 

2.5 

0 

9 

48 

Brisco) 

0 

0.8 

8 

46 

Buxton 

0 

123 

2 

36 

Cardiff 

- 

0.3 

9 

48 

Claccoo 

O 

4.3 

4 

39 

Cromer 

0 

11.7 

4 

39 

Edinburgh 

0.3 

0 

6 

43 

Exmoutri 

7.8 

0 3 

9 

48 

Fishguard 

13 

IX) 

S 

41 

Folkestone 

O 

1.6 

6 

43 

Glasgow. 

3.6 

O 

7 

*5 

Hastings 

0 

0.8 

6 

43 

Hove 

0 

0.3 

7 

45 

We-of-man 

2.7 

0.3 

a 

46 

Iste-of-wight 

• 

O 

B 

66 

Jersey 

8.1 

1.0 

to 

50 

Kendal 

0 

113 

4 

39 

Leeds 

0 

10.4 

5 

41 

Lerwtck 

5.8 

1.5 

6 

43 

Uctlehampton 

O 

0.3 

7 

45 

London 

O 

7.1 

5 

*1 

Lowestoft 

0 

5.1 

4 

39 

Manchester 

O 

4.6 

5 

41 

Margate 

0 

3.8 

5 

41 

MorecamOe 

0 

1.5 

6 

A 3 

Newcastle 

O 

19.6 

5 

41 

Newquay 

7.6 

0.8 

8 

46 

Norwich 

0 

8.9 

5 

41 

Oxford 

0 

2.8 

5 

41 

Ross-on-wye 

0 

1.0 

6 

43 

Salcombe 

- 

- 

- 

. 

Scarborough 

0 

13.7 

5 

61 

Shrewsbury 

0 

2.0 

4 

39 

Southend 

0 

4.3 

4 

39 

Southport 

. 

O.S 

5 

41 

Stormway 

13 

0.5 

5 

41 

Swarwge 

4.5 

0 

8 

46 

tnby 

5.1 

1.5 

9 

48 

Torquay 

6.0 

0 

11 

52 

Weston-s^mre 

. 

- 

, 

- 

Weymaucft 

6.6 

0.3 

9 

48 

24 hours to 6pm (GMT} 

Monday; 
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Rain, or 


Shine 


MORE THAN 15,000 people face 
evacuation from their homes 
in nqrtb-east Hungary after the 
River Tisra rose to a record 
level as thawing snow and 
rain threatened to flood other 
parts of the country. 

Some 600 residents have 
been relocated in Szabolcs- 
Szatmar county. About 864,000 
acres across the country are 
flooded and a mass vaccination 
programme against typhoid 
has begun. 
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Floods waist-deep and 
in Yorkshire’s tourist 


by Kim Sengupta 

AND DARIUS SANAI 

IN THE darkness of the early 
hours of yesterday morning, 
Peter Long pulled on his 
wellingtons and started build- 
ing a fence to stop his pets from 
escaping his front garden. 

There would be nothing par- 
ticularly unusual in that, except 
that the pets in question are tan 
carp, living in the garden pond 
of his house in Stamford 
Bridge, North 'Yorkshire. The 
fi^Qfcrere in danger of being 
washed away in floods that 
have swamped communities 
of the Derwent river valley. 

Mr Long, who owns a petrol 
station and a hardware shop, 
managed to save his fish by hur- 
riedly knocking together a 
makeshift fence. 

But thousands of other res- 
idents in the area, which en- 
compasses some of the most 
beautiful and historic parts of 
the Penmnes, are seeing their 
lives severely disrupted by the 
river; which has swollen to a 
level unprecedented in living 
memory. 

The deluge, caused by snow 
melting off the North York 
Moors and the Wolds and un- 
remitting rain that caused the 
rivCT to burst its banks, has cut 
one villages, waterlogged 
homes, swept cars off roads and 
left a swathe of the area with- 
out any power. 

As environmental officials 
likened the flooding to “a rapid- 
ly filling bath with the taps on 
full blast", the villagers of Mai- 
ton. Norton, Pickering, Stam- 
ford Bridge and Elvingtonwere 
coping with the stress that 
comes from seeing your house 
and your belongings sub- 
merged. your business closed 
down - and tourists gathering 
on the edge of town to gawk at 
the scene. 

The Derwent has risen re- 
morselessly' over the past few 
days to nearly 10 feet above nor- 
mal, at its highest since the 
“Great Floods" of 1931 and 
The scene it created in the 
pre.ty villages of the moors, 
where the television show 
Heartbeat is filmed, was sur- 
real. Locals getting about in 
boats and canoes were ex- 
changing greetings with po- 
licemen and firemen in their 
own boats on the way to pick up 
the stranded. 

A caravan site in Stamford 
Bridge, where King Harold de- 
feated Harold Hadrada of Nor- 
way in 1066 before rushing 
south for his fateful encounter 
with William the Conqueror, 
was flooded and abandoned. 

One village, Haxby. was ma- 
rooned. while at Thorganby, 
Bub with. East Cottingwith and 
Barmby the Environment 
Agency was knocking on doors 




Flooding in North Yorkshire yesterday after the River 
Derwent brokeits banks. Clockwise from top left: 
the railway station at Malton. two scenes at Stamford 
Bridge, and the Royal Oak at Old Malton 

Dan Chung/Reuters, Steve Forrest/Guzeiian, 
North News & Pictures 


to say that they were in the path 
of the storm water flowing 
downstream and there was 
strong risk that their homes 
would go under water later 
this week. 

Those already affected were 
coping with what they say in 
these parts is typical Yorkshire 
stoicism and self-sufficiency. 
Although an emergency shelter 
had been set up at one of the vil- 
lages, Norton, few stayed. 


Sheona Patterson, of North 
Ybrkshire County Council social 
services, said: “Three people 
slept here overnight, but we 
have had people also earning in 
for something to eat or for help 
in finding accommodation. 

“It would appear thata lot of 
the people affected have friends 
and family who have been able 
to help. People really seem to 
have rallied around and helped 
each other." 


At Old Malton, the Reverend 
John Manchester boarded a 
police boat to check on his el- 
derly parishioners. He said: 
“Some left, some didn’t, and we 
have made sure that all are all 
right There isn’t a bed-and- 
breakfast to be found in Malton. 
Everyone is using them.” 

Joe Braithwaite, who had 
been helping with resale efforts 
at a nearby village, shrugged 
and said: “Yon have got to 


laugh about it because there 
isn’t anything much e]se one 
can do. Yju can’t fight nature, 
sometimes you just have to 
clear up after it" 

There was, however some 
exasperation at the authori- 
ties, in particular the Environ- 
ment Agency. Peter Hynd said: 
“They [the Environment 
Agency) came along with a 
truck full of sandbags, but 
meanwhile the whole of the 


square of Stamford Bridge was 
flooded. We weren’t warned 
until far too late. It is a damned 
joke. We are waist-deep. There 
are tables anfl chairs fa«fing 
around Itis dreadful-itfsdev- 
astating. We won’t be open for 
another week at least” 

The Environment Agency 
maintained that it had sent 
out warnings, starting with an 
amber alert on Saturday. A 
spokesman said “All we can do 
is send the warnings out It is 
up to the people to pick them 
up. The emergency planning 
team also stated there had 
been no problem at all with fee 
warning system.” 

NorthYbftehire’s emergency 
planning offices; Robin Myshrall, 
said that Vmg hard work fey 
ahead to repair the damage. 
“There are a lot of people who 
have bad their fives severely <5s- 
. rupted and are all feeing their 
individual emergencies at the 
moment That is something 
which is going to take a long 
time to put right We will be 


ding our best to ensure tiiat pe- 
riod is as short as possible.” 

Ryedale’s Conservative MR 
John Greenway said the Gov- 
ernment might need to step in 
to help. Mr Greenway whose 
constituency office is one of the 
buildings hit by flooding, said: 
“It’s the worst disaster in most 
Malton and Norton towns- 
people^ memory I feel so sorry 
for the famili es and business- 
es affected lt?s awfuL" 

Humberside Police, respon- 
sible for tiie Stamford Bridge 
district, hitoutat “rubber neckf 
famifies visiting tiie village and 
allowing their children to pad- 
dle in the flood water: 

Fbrafr Long, the safety trfhis 
carp was a small consolation. 
Bis petrol station acts as a vil- 
lage shop, and all Ms Mother’s 
D^y cards, stocked up for this 
Sunday are floating towards the 
North Sea on the bloated melt- 
waters of the Derwent With 
typical Yorkshire phlegm, Mr 
Lmig said yesterday: “Its in the 
lap of the gods." 



SCIENTIST dismissed on 
Moxufey from hfe job at Amer- 
ica’s top nuclear weapons lab- 
oratory amid allegations of 
spying- for China has been 
named as Wei Ho Lee, who 
worked in the weapons design 
department of the Los Alamos 
laboratory for over a decade. 

His name has not been con- 
firmed by US authorities but 
was dividged yesterday by US 
newspapers, which said be was 
interrogated fay the FBI for 
three cfeys afterfailing a lie-de- 
tector test last week 
According to The New York 
Times, the Taiwanese-born 
computer scientist, who is in Ms 
fifties, '‘st on ewalled’ 1 and failed 
to co-operate with Ms ques- 
tioners. The FBI said that they 
did not have enough evidence 
to arrest him. 

However, the US Energy 
Secretary, Bill Richardson, in 
whose jurisdiction Los Alamos 
fells, said he believed there 
was enough eridence to dismiss 
Mr Lee, fifing his “failure to 
properly notify Energy Der 
partment and laboratory offi- 
cials about contacts with people 
from a sensitive country spe- 
cific instances of failing to prop- 
erly safeguard classified 
material, and apparently at- 
tempting to dereire lab officials 
about security matters”. 

Wen Ho Lee had emerged as 
tiie chief suspect from a three- 
year FBI investigation, code- 
named Kindred Spirit, into the 
presumed theft of US nuclear 
secrets from Los Alamos. His 
identification yesterday came 
hard on the heels of an an- 
nouncement that as many as 
700 Energy Department staff 
and employees of the National 
Laboratory at Los Alamos 
would have to take regular lie 
detector tests. 

The measure was seen as a 
belated attempt by the admin- 
istration to calm fears about the 
scale of Chinese spying in tiie 
United States. 

Win Ho Lee's wife, Sylvia, is 
also saidto be under suspicion. 
She worked as a secretary at 
the Los Alamos laboratory until 
recently and reportedly raised 
eyebrows in the Eighties when 
she was invited to China to de- 
liver an academic paper on nu- 
clear processing. She was also 
said to have taken an undue 
interest in visiting Chinese 
delegations. 

A New York Times investi- 
gation, published on Saturday 
said that China was suspected 
of having developed minia- 
turised nuclear warheads on 
the baas of blueprints stolen 
from Los Alamos in the mid- 
Kighties. thereby clawing back 
much of a 20-year technology 
gap with the United States. 

While noting that the secu- 
rity lapse - if such it was -• took 
place under Presidents Reagan 
and Bush, the paper accused 
the Clinton administration of 
hushing up the affair to pursne 
its objective of a “security part- 
nership” with China. 

Members , of the US Con- 
gress were swift to call for full 
information about the affair 
and tighter security at Los 
Alamos and other sensitive in- 
stallations. Republicans said 
national security mi gh t have - 
been subordinated to the in- 
terests of foreign trade. 

The allegations coincide 
with a deterioration in Sino- 
American relations. These fur- 
ther details of the scandal may 
not be unwelcome to Washing- 
ton, and may even have been 
conceived as a warning shot 
across Peking’s bows. 
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4/HOME NEWS 

Britain 
lags in 
treating 
cancer 


the independent 

Wednesday 10 March 1999 


CANCER PATIENTS should con- 
sider buying Eurostar tickets to 
France or Germany to max- 
imise their chances of survival, 
experts said yesterday. Britain 
is near the bottom of the Eu- 
ropean league on cancer sur- 
vival. according to a survey. 

Its record is closer to that of 
Poland and Estonia than to na- 
tions of equal economic status 
such as France. Germany and 
Scandinavia. Death rates from 
common cancers such as lung, 
breast bowel and prostate are 
well above the European aver- 
age. If Britain could achieve the 
same rate of survival as the 
best-performing European 
country on each cancer; 25,000 
lives a year would be saved. 
Even meeting the European av- 
erage would save 10,000 lives. 

Professor Karol Sikora, chief 
of the World Health Organisa- 
tion Cancer Programme and a 
consultant oncologist at Ham- 
mersmith Hospital. London, 
said the best cancer units in 
Britain provided care that was 
the equal of any in the world, 
but the standard varied wide- 
ly. "The problem in Britain is 
not that you cant get the best 
treatment but that you cant get 
it everywhere," he said. 

The figures from the Euro- 
care n study compared cancer 
survival rates between 1978 
and 1989, the latest available, in 
17 countries covering 3^ miDioo 
cancer patients. They are 


BY Jeremy Laurance 
Health Editor 

based on the numbers surviv- 
ing five years. For all cancers 
except those of the breast, this 
is tantamount to being cured. 

On some cancers - leukae- 
mia, melanoma, bone, brain, 
testicular - Britain’s record is 
as good as elsewhere in Eu- 
rope. But on the common can- 
cers it is significantly poorer 
Five-year survival with lung 
cancer; one of the deadliest 
cancers, is half as good in 
Britain as in Fance (7 percent 
compared with 14 per cent). 

On breast cancer, Britain’s 
survival rate is just over 60 per 
cent compared with 70 per cent 
in Germany and 80 per cent in 
France. On bowel cancer sur- 
vival rates are 40 per cent in 
Britain, about 50 per cent in 
France and Germany and ap- 
proaching 60 per cent in the 
Netherlands. 

Professor Sikora said the 
reasons for Britain's perfor- 
mance were a mystery. Speed 
of diagnosis and treatment 
were almost certain to be as 
good, with Britairisunique net- 
work of family doctors. “The fin- 
ger has to point to the qualify 
of [hospital] care.” he said. 

Figures showed Britain had 
fewer oncologists, spent less on 
cancer drugs and had fewer ra- 
diotherapy machines than 
other countries. 









The Bose Mall at Blue water shopping centre, Kent, which opens next week and will be Europe's biggest Chris EadesfKent News & Pictures 

Europe’s largest shopping centre 
will start battle of monster malls 



J DEATH RATES IN BRITAIN | 

Cancer 

UK Deaths 
(1995 figures) 

Lives that could 
have been saved 
if we matched the 
best European 
country (i99» figures) 

Lives that could 
have been saved 
if we matched the 
European average 
(1991 figures) • 

Lung 

36.600 

5,882 France 

1.260 

Breast .. 

14.201 

5.883 Switzerland 

3.460 | 

Colorectal 

T 7.934 

5.007 Netherlands 

1.878 i 

Prostate 

9.585 

3,992 Switzerland 

1.331 J 

Stomach 

8.005 

1.833 Austria 

i.3i2 g 

Ovary 

4.357 

883 Sweden 

179 I 


YOU CAN drive within 100 yards 
of what will be Europe’s ttggest 
shopping centre and not even 
notice it 

Bluewater - which opens 
next week and has its “press 
day” today -is at the bottom of 
one of the vast chalk canyons 
gouged by cement manufac- 
turers in north-west Kent It is 
a massive concrete, glass and 
metal consumer cathedral to 
which worshippers will flock 
along the M25 and the A2_ 

But not everyone is a be- 
liever. Detractors fear Blue- 
water will swamp the 
pepnomi es nflnral cnrnmimitwR 
and pollute the air with exhaust 
femes from extra traffic. 

Perhaps the most vulnerable 
town is Gravesend, which no 
longer has a Sainsbury’s or a 


By Barrie Clement 
Labour Editor 

Safeway. Susan Atkins has 
given up her shop selling lin- 
gerie. “My lease was due and 
Bluewater was looming, so 1 de- 
eded to call it a day,” she said. 

James Munns is optimistic 
in his stationery art nw tprMils 
and gift shop, saying: To sit- 
ting tight, hoping for toe best” 

Adrian Pounce, owner of a 
furniture shop at toe other end 
of the town centre, believes he 
serves an older clientele and 
hopes the monster man may 
have a positive effect. 

Analysts say toe Bluewater 
tidal wave is more likely to en- 
gulf towns such as Bromley, 
which still attempts to cater for 
the more well-to-do. Even 


there, businesses say this part 
of outer south-east London will 
still have a vast shopping pub- 
lic on its doorstep. 

Jonathan Clay, who chairs 
Gravesham Council’s econom- 
ic committee, thinks the M25 
and A2 will be “blocked for six 
months" after the complex 
opens. Bluewater can hold 
13,000 cars bringing 80,000 peo- 
ple a day and there are 5,500 
restaurant covers. More than 
6,700 people win be employed. 

To some the mall will be a 
monument to corporate lust, 
but toe developers refer to it as 
an “innovative and exciting re- 
tail and leisure destination”, 
with a choice of 320 outlets. 

Shoppers, or “guests” as 
Bluewater managers call them, 
wiD mate up their minds next 


Tuesday when the £l.lbn com- 
plex opens. Bluewater is 15 
minutes' drive from t -ategirU* 
toe shopping centre across the 
Thames in Essex. 

Toqy Shiret, retail analyst at 
Credit Suisse First Boston, 
says toe consumer’s pocket is 
unlikely to be large enough to 
keep both centres at full ca- 
pacity. He expects Lakeside to 
get “a bit of a whack” when 
Bluewater opens. 

Greg Antoniadis, the man in 
overall charge of toe Kent pro- 
ject, is confident it can navigate 
anyeconomic doldrums. “Han- 
ning something lite. this takes 
four to ten years, so economic 
cycles are meaningless,” he 
says. “The retail trade is cycli- 
cal -that's life.” 

It is entirely possible that 


“life” migh t enter a more diffi- 
cult phase for Gravesend A 
council official suggested 
Gravesend will be offering a 
“traditional Kentish shopping 
experience”. For traditional, 
read cheap and cheerful. 

Bluewater has three leisure 
“plages" and three malls, one 
with a “sense of entertainment 
and theatre”, another which 
hopes to appeal to families and 
a third not to be entered with- 
out a high credit rating. Street 
entertainers, jugglers, stilt- 
walkers, puppeteers, musicians 
and actors, will be recruited 
1 For those with their minds 
on higher things, the mans are 
decorated, .with poems- by 
Kipling, Wordsworth, T S Eliot 
and Eric R Kuhne. Mr Kuhne 
is the architect 


Ratings 
‘victory 
for ITV 
News 


By Paul McCann 

Media Editor 

ITV CLAIMED a ratings 
victory for its first evening 
without Netcs at Tfen, after in- 
creasing its share of viewers ty 
almost 25 per cent oo Monday 
night. 

Unofficial viewing figures 
available yesterday showed 
that the new ITV Evening' 
News at 630pm was watebedty 
73 million people. The BBC*b 
Six O'clock News is usually the 
most-watched early evening 
news programme, with about 
6 million viewers. On Monday 
its ratings increased to 63 mil- 
lion, but still did not match the 
new bulletin presented. bW . 
Trevor McDonald 

ITV’s new late-night news 
at llpm also did well, attract- 1 
ing 3.1 million viewers. News 
at Ten averaged about 5.8 mil- 
lion viewers for most of last 
year. 

Most importantly for IT^ 
its overall evening schedule 
put on viewers. Its uninter- 
rupted drama. Kayanagh QC, 
attracted 103 million viewers, 
a 46 per cent share of afl those ~ 
watching television. 

The good ratings for its ' 
news, dramas, and the qua 
show Who Wants to be a Mil- 
lionaire? - which was watched 
by 12 million people and even 
defeated EastEnders - allowed : 
ITV to take an average 48 per ■ 
cent share of viewing across the 
Monday evening. This com-? 
pares with an average of just 
under 38 per cent for most of 
last year. 

A spokeswoman for ITN, 
which makes ITV’s news pro- 
grammes, said: “We are de- 
lighted that the viewers seem 
to have given a vote of confi- 
dence in the new programmes. 

It bodes well for the future.” 

The only hiccup in ITV’s 
new schedule came when a 
guest onWhoVIfante to be a Mil- 
lionaire? won £125,000 after 
giving a wrong answer halfway 
through his run. The show 
asked what was the minimum 
number of strokes needed to 
win a t ennis set but (fid . not 
allow for the possibility that a 
losing player could double fault 
throughout three games. 
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(Please quote 99EP51 ) 

COMPAQ. 

Better answers. 

www.compaq.co.uk 

Compaq Deskpro EP Desktop 6450+ with Intel* Pentium* HI processor 450MHz, 
6+ MB SDRAM, Windows’ 95 preinstalled plus S700 17" monitor for £l 195 
(£1404.13 with VAT). 


m 


ST 

$ s 


I 


i 

























5 «— 




Mf *Nl 'i ,.. 


I^tk 

! ‘vim^ 

! v r ij 

* N, V 





the independent 

Wftfogsday 10 March 1999 


HOME NEWS/5 


‘Loaded gun’ waiting to go off in the atmosphere 


By Steve Connor 
S cience Editor 


SCIENTISTSHAVE discovered 
a way of predicting one of the 

most violent events in the solar 

System, which regularly blacks 
out power supplies and caus- 
-*y satellites to fail. 

■They found that an “S"- 
shaped structure appearing 
on the surface, of the Sun in- 
variably Precedes a solar 
explosion, which can hurl 
11 billion tons of dectricaSy 
charged partidesat the Earth. 
Corona] mass ejections, as the 
explosions are called, can trav- 
el at Up to a million miles an 
hour and fake about four days 
to reach Earth where they can 
cause havoc to electrical in- 
stallations, power Iinpg and 
communications networks. 

One of the worst geomag- 
netic storms was in 1989. It 
knocked out the entire elec- 
trical Supply of the nanadian 
province of Quebec, causing a 


EW 
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■ -regions due to a dangerously 
slow voltace. 


'-low voltage. 

A Nasa-sponsored study of 
the Sun's activity using a 


Images of the sun a few days before a solar explosion (left) and a close-up of the S-shaped sigmoid that warns scientists the event is about to happen 

Japanese satellite found that know has a high probability of can recognise that a region is The outbursts occur several satellites, disrupt Sow meters the predictic 

the S-shaped pattern, called a going off, according to S-shaped, we know that it is times a day but onty those in ofl pipelines, interfere with enable them 

sigmoid, began to form days Richard Canfield, professor more likely to erupt,” he said, shot towards Earth are po- equipment for geological ex- most likely 

before a coronal mass ejec- of physics at Montana State Coronal mass ejections are tentialiy dangerous.. ploration and be a general may imping 

Eon. University. “We've found that violent discharges of hot, elec- On reaching Earth they are hazard to astronauts who may abling comp 

Each sigmoid is like a the S-shaped regions are the tricaDy charged gas from the known to cause errors in nav- be in space. eminent ag 

“loaded gun” that scientists dangerous ones. As soon as we Sun’s corona, or outer halo, igation equipment, knock out The scientists hope to refine evasive action 


Hugh HudsonfDavid McKenzie 


can recognise that a region is 
S-shaped, we know that it is 
more likely to erupt,” he said. 

Coronal mass ejections are 
violent discharges of hot, elec- 
trically charged gas from the 
Sun’s corona, or outer halo. 


The outbursts occur several 
times a day but onfy those 
shot towards Earth are po- 
tentially dangerous. 

On reaching Earth they are 
known to cause errors in nav- 
igation equipment, knock out 


satellites, disrupt flow meters 
in oil pipelines, interfere with 
equipment for geological ex- 
ploration and be a general 
hazard to astronauts who may 
be in space. 

The scientists hope to refine 


the prediction technique to 
enable them to forecast the 
most likely ejections that 
may impinge on Earth, en- 
abling companies and gov- 
ernment agencies to take 
evasive action, such as turning 


away satellite arrays or pro- 
tecting electrical equipment on 
the ground. 

Professor Canfield said the 
sigmoid shape is likely to be 
caused by the development of 
a twisted solar magnetic field. 


Nurses 


back use 


of Pill in 


schools 


SCHOOL NURSES should be 
given the right to prescribe 
the morning-after Pill and 
other contraceptives to help 
tackle Britain's high teenage 
pregnancy rate, nurse’s leaders 
said yesterday. 

The proposal disclosed at the 
Royal -College of Nursing’s an- 
nual congress in Harrogate, 
outraged family campaigners 
who said it would turn nurses 
into "agents of the mx industzy”. 
But family planning organisa- 


By Jeremy Laurance 
H ealth Editor 


‘Jpns welcomed the suggestion 
® a move to help curb un- 


its a move to help curb un- 
planned pregnancies. 

The RCN called for all sec- 
ondary schools to have weekly 
drop-in centres where pupils 
could get information about 
contraception and other health 
issues. The idea of extending 
prescribirigcrfthen^xTiii^fter 
Pill to school nurses emerged in 
a briefing given to reporters by 
leaders of the RCN but was not 
debated by the congress. 

Jane Naish, community 
health adviser for the RCN said 
school nurses were often the 
first point of contact with the 
health service for worried ado- 
lescents and they were in the 
best position to provide advice 
and drugs, where necessary. 

“Young people do come to 
£hool nurses for contracep- 
tion and emergency contracep- 
tion and at the very least I feel 
that school nurses should be 
able to directly prescribe con- 
traception.*' 

She added: "Adolescents 
often don't want to go to their GP 
because it is their parents' GP 
too and they are worried about 
confidentiality. 

"They are not sure where 
they can get emergency con- 
traception. They are more like- 
ly to talk to a school nurse who 
is not their doctor or their par- 


ents, and is someone they can 
trust” 

Nurses working in indepen- 
dent schools can give out emer- 
gency contraception under 
so-called group protocol rules. 
But Ms Naish said the 4,000 
nurses in secondary schools 
were less; likely to operate a 
group protocol because of pres- 
sure of work. 

Nurses at the conference yes- 
terday voted to lobby the Gov- 
ernment to address 
"inequalities in adolescent 
health care”. Ms Naish said: 
"The numbers of school nurses 
have been cut over the last 10 
years and vary enormously 
from region to region. Some big 
secondary schools have a nurse 
there aO the time tart others see 
a school nurse once a yean” 

Nuala Scarisbrick, of the anfr 
abortion charity life, said: "We 
are horrified. At the moment it 
is not permissible for any child 
under 16 to be given any kind of 
medicine by a teacher or a 
nurse. School nurses should be 
there to comfort and console and 
bandage grazed knees - not 
turned into agents for the ses in- 
dustry.” 

A spokeswoman for the 
British Pregnancy Advisory 
Service sakL “We are very sup- 
portive of any plans thatmake 
emergency contraception eas- 
ier to obtain because it wifi re- 
duce the number of teenage 
pregnancies.” 

Nearly one in five, young 
women Mod they had sexhe&re 
16, according to a Family Plan- 
ning Association survey. Last 
year in England and Wales, 9.4 
girls in every 1,000 under 16 be- 
came pregnant, according to 
government statistics. 


A ‘right to die’ 
Sor Witnesses 


JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES, 
whose faith forbids them from 
having blood transfusions, 
must be allowed the right to die 
if they do not consent to life- 
saving treatment new guide- 
lines for doctors said yesterday 

.Anaesthetists, who are re- 
sponsible for carrying out blood 
transfusions, were told they 
have to respect the wishes of 
Jehovah's Witness patients, 
even if it meant watching some- 
one's life slip away. 

Dr Michael Ward, chairman 
of the Association of Anaes- 
thetists working party, which 
drew up tire guidelines, says: 
“Administering blood to a Je- 
hovah's Witness without con- 
sent has been likened by the 
movement to rape. 

"It would not result in ex- 
pulsion from the community but 
would have a deep psycholog- 


BY JOHN VON RADOWrrZ 


ical effect on the patient” 
There are an estimated 145,000 
Jehovah's Witnesses in the UK 
and Republic of Ireland. They 
present an enormous ethical 
dilemma for doctors because of 
their powerful belief that ac- 
cepting another person's blood 
is a sin. The’belief is based on 
passages in the Bible that for- 
bid the consumption of blood. 

The new guidelines were 
agreed to end the uncertainty ; 
over whether a doctor should 
put a patient's individual wish- 
es or his duty to save life first 

The report points out that 
to administer blood to a patient 
who has steadfastly refused 
to accept it is “unlawful, ethi- 
cally unacceptable and may 
lead to criminal and or rivfl 
proceedings" 
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Thicey Hill with Rubin, her son with Ronald Hinkson. She says: *1 have to drag information out of the police* 


Andrew Buurmcat 




A murdered black man, a 


suspect and a wall of silence 


A BLACK man is murdered out- 
side a London bar in front of 
hundreds of witnesses during 
a fight involving up to 20 peo- 
ple There are hints that the no- 
torious north London crime 
family , the Adamses, were in 
some way involved Eighteen 
months on, no one has been 
convicted or even charged. 

The family of the murdered 
man, Ranald Hinkson, who was 
32, are increasingly angry over 
the way the police have acted 
His partner; Hacey Hill, who 
has not spoken out before, told 
The Independent “I do not 
want to upset the police. But I 
cannot get enough informa- 
tion to be confident in their in- 
vestigation." 

His sister; Julie Hinkson. . 
agreed: “I do not feel the police 
have learnt the lessons of the 
Lawrence affair ... I feel there 
is now a complete breakdown 
between the police and us.” 

Mr Hinkson, a graphic de- 
signer; was murdered on a Sat- 
urday night after he went out 
to celebrate a friend's 30th 
birthday. At the end of the 
evening, he and three friends 


By Paul Lashmar 


went for a drink in BarZaai; a 
late-night bar in Camden. Ac- 
cording to the police, there 
was an “altercation” between 
Mr Hinkson and a man in the 
bar. The man attacked him 
with a glass and Mr Hinkson 
was bundled out of the exit with 
two friends. A brawl ensued 

One of the friends was 
knocked unconscious and was 
taken to hospital. Mr Hinkson 
was found in the road fatally in- 
jured with 10 stab wounds. 

The policeman in charge of 
the case. Detective Chief In- 
spector David Brown, says 19 
officers “arrived at the scene 
within three min utes of the 
emergency calP 1 . But the fam- 
ily says that a number of wit- 
nesses were able to slip away. 

The key suspect fled the 
scene, disappeared from his 
home the following day and has 
not been seen since. Despite his 
details being placed on the po- 
lice rational computer and with 
Interpol, he has not been found 

Police will not name the 
man because they say it would 



Ronald Hinkson: Stabbed to death 18 months ago 


be prejudicial to any prosecu- 
tion. Not have the police pros- 
ecuted any of the other men 

invnlvpd in thp attarlr wtthnngh 

one of Mr Hinkson’s friends was 
badly hurt Officers beBeve that 
prosecutions on minor charges 
would endanger any later pros- 
ecution of the murder suspect 
But what has caused the 
family’s anger is the lack of in- 
formation from the police. 
Last August Det Ch Insp 


Brown met Ms Hinksnn, who 
works as a legal executive. He 
says he took her into his confi- 
dence “oi? everything about 
the case except the came of the 
suspect". 

Ms Hickson and her lawyer 
say that the police have still not 
answered a number of key 
questions. Det Ch Insp Brown 
says it would have been inap- 
propriate to provide answers. 

After further requests from 


the solititat; Det Ch Insp Brown 
said he was consulting the Met- 
ropolitan Police lawyers as to 
whether the family was legally 
entitled to the information they 
had requested 

Ms Hickson’s lawyer; Adrian 
Clarke, of Bindman and Part- 
ners, says they have not re- 
ceived a reply. He said “When 
no information is forthcoming 
it can only give rise to suspicion 
of incompetence." 

Det Ch Insp Brown main- 
tains that his investi ga tion has 
been properly conducted He 
says that Deputy Assistant 
Commissioner John Grieve, 
the man in overall charge of the 
Stephen Lawrence investiga- 
tion and head of (he Racial and 
Violent CrimesTbskJbrce, has 
looked at the investigation and 
is happy with the way it has 
been conducted 
The identity of the suspect is 
well known locally. He is a white 
man of Irish descent who grew 
up in the area. He is said to have 
worked at the bar in the past 
When asked if this was true, Det 
Ch Insp Brown replied “I can’t 
speculate on that” 


Last September the family 
held a memorial service on A' 
the anniversary of the murder w ~ 
Several police officers, includ- 
mg Det Ch Insp Brown, at- ' . 
tended and an appeal was 
issued with a £21.000 reward. in : 
eluding £5,000 from the police. 

Rumours have also flour- 
ished kxalfy that the Adams (am- 
ity an Islington-based gang, was 
involved But Det Ch Insp Brown . 
said: “The feet that the suspect 
may or may not have been con- 
nected with the Adamses has no 
relevance whatsoever” 

The deteriorating relation- 
ship between family and police 
has eroded trust on key 
questions. Whs there a racial el- 
ement to the attack? “No." said 
Det Ch Insp Brown. Ms Hink- 
son said: “We just don’t have 
enough information to be sure.” 

Tracey Hill said: “I only hear 
from the police when I f 
approach them. I feel I could go 
six months without hearing > 
from them. I literally have to 
drag information out of them.” 

Det Ch Insp Brown said- * 
there had been more than 200 
police contacts with the femity •' 


No rehousing for Lawrence suspects 
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Neil Acourt: No move 


A REQUEST by two of the mur- 
der suspects in the Stephen 
Lawrence case to be rehoused 
because of fears for their safe- 
ty has been rejected on the ad- 
vice of the Metropolitan Police. 

Neil Acourt, 23, and his 
brother Jamie, 22, asked 
Greenwich Borough Council 
to move them after receiving 
what they said was a threat- 
ening letter from an anti-racist 
group. A council spokeswoman . 


By Kathy Marks 


said yesterday that Scotland 
Yard had failed to support their 
a pplicati on, stating that it did 
not believe the brothers were 
in serious danger She said the 
housing department is working 
“flat out” to solve problems 
caused by the accidental in- 
clusion of names and address- 
es of police informants in toe 
appendix to Sir William Mac- 


pherson of Ouny*s report on the 
Lawrence case. Eighty people, 
including toe local Labour MR 
Clive Effbrd, are under police 
protection after toe appendix 
was published. 

The council said 11 families 
and individuals had asked to be 
moved because they feared at- 
tacks and intimidation after 
being named, and all have been 
accepted for transfers. Six 
transfers have been completed, 


three are being processed and 
two involving transfers outside 
Greenwich are bang arranged. 

The council said that all re- 
quests to be rehoused on 
grounds of harassment were 
passed to police forevaluation. 

The Acourt brothers are 
among five men regarded as 
prime suspects in Stephen’s 
murder The others are David 
Nonis. 22, Gary Dobson. 23, and 
Lute Knight, 23. The brothers 


made their request to be moved 
“as a matter of urgency” 
through their mother; Patricia, 
onto whom they live in Black- 
heath, south-east London. 

The family has already been 
rehoused once. At the time of 
the murder they lived in 
Eltham, near the bus stop 
where Stephen was stabbed to 
death by a white racist gang. 

Leading article. 

Review, Plage 3 


IN BRIEF 


Witness in Dublin drugs trial is 
shot by men on motorcycle 

A MAN was shot and seriously injured as he walked to 
work in Dublin yesterday. He was understood to be a 
witness expected to give evidence in a drugs- linked 
criminal trial due to start shortly. The Irish emergency 
services said he was attacked by two men on a 
motorcycle in Dublin’s inner-city area. 

James Major collapses 

JAMES MAJOR, son of the former Prime Minister, 
collapsed during dinner on Monday with his fianede, 
Emma Noble. He was detained in hospital overnight but 
discharged after tests suggested he was suffering from 
postural hypertension, which cuts off blood to the brain. A 
spokesman said the ailment was not life-threatening. 

Chief constable suspended 

THE POLICE Complaints Authority confirmed the 
suspension of Paul Whitehouse, Sussex Chief Constable, 
after an inquiry into the fetal shooting of James Ashley, an 
unarmed man, by police last year Mr Whitehouse and his 
deputy Marie Jordan, face disciplinary proceedings over 
toe release of information about toe case. 


Reporter 
accused of 
corruption 


By Paul Lashmar 


Old Scots lash out with Zimmers 


CARE ASSISTANTS in Scottish old people’s homes are 
more than twice as likely than their counterparts in 
England to suffer violence from elderly residents, 
including attacks with Zimm er frames and walking sticks, 
biting and sexual harassment, according to a survey by 
toe National Institute of Social Workers. 


Baby whale dies on sands 

A BABY whale washed up on sands near Clacton, Essex, 
yesterday has died. Vets, RSPCA officers and divers kept 
toe i2ft minks wet and tried to refloat it They believe the 
baby had lost its mother a few days before. 


THE CHiEF crime reporter of 
the News qf the World, Neville 
Thurlbeck, was charged yes- ; 
today by Hertfordshire police , 
with corruption. A 52-year-old ‘ 
police officer has also been 
charged. 

Last year Detective Con- 
stable Richard Firmer had 
been on secondment to the 
elite National Criminal Intelli- 
gence Service when he was re- 
turned to Hertfordshire with a 
report from toe NCIS Director- 
General 

The Hertfordshire force in- 
vestigated reports of stolen 
documents. In October; Mr 
Thurlbeck was arrested at his 
home in New Malden and later 
released on police bail. 

Mr Thurlbeck, 37, was 
charged with an offence under 
the Prevention of Corruption 
Act and one count of criminal 
conspiracy. 

The detective, who lives in 
Bedfordshire, was charged last 
Friday with c riminal conspira- 
cy. Both men are to appear at 
Mid Herts magistrates' court in 
St Albans on 12 April. 


SCOTTISH FEE 
SUPPORT REVIEW 

CALL FOR EVIDENCE 


The Government has appointed the Scottish Fee Support Review to 
e xamin e the fee support arrangements for students from England, 
Wales and Northern Ireland who will be in the final year of honours 
degree courses at Scottish universities and colleges from 2001/02 
onwards. The Review invites evidence by 3 1 March 1999. 


If you would like to submit evidence or views, please write to: 

Scottish Fee Support Review 
Fourth Floor 
35 Old Queen -Street 
London SW1H 9JA 






scottishfee^uppo rtreview@dfec.gov.uk 


Questionnaires are being sent to students* associations and other 
representative and funding bodies, as well as to universities and 
colleges. If you would like a questionnaire or guidance on the form 
that your evidence might take, please either write to the address 
above or telephone the Review’s Secretariat on 0171 233 0352. 
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Science 


mania: 


read all 


about it 


who- wants to read about 

imaginary heroes when you 
can thrill to the story of the 
tulip, reread a page-turner 
about a chronometer or devour 
the history of an eastern spice? 

Publishers and booksellers 
agree (hatnanative non-fiction 

is becoming increasingly pop- 
ular, marking out the trend 
started by-Ddva SobeFsLon- 
gitude as one of the key 
changes in publishing of the 
Nineties. 

.(elating what would once 
have been a dry. scientific, 
botanical or zoological history 
through a racy narrative with 
{riot development, chinas; 
adventure is undoubtedly the 
central part of the genre’s suc- 
cess. But what also count is the 

way they sell them. 

The pa ckag in g - nHm, nar- 
row hardbacks manageably 
small both in size and volume 
of words - has been part of the 
appeal Longitude, the story of 
John Harrison’s invention and 
development of an instrument 
to help sailors to navigate, was 
compact, easy to handle and 
started the trend for slightly 
cheaper hardba cks at £12. 

The Tulip, by Anna Pavord, 
b »fes an aspect of that trend, 
tfcmg very large and costing 
£30, but is a lavishly Illustrated, 
richly detailed narrative of toe 
history of the flower; as infor- 
mative about “tulipmania”, 
when a tulip bulb could be ex- 
changed for a house alongside 
the canal, as it is about the 
Huguenots. 

The books have historical 
themes, but impart information 
about the era or succession of 
eras by tracing the progress of 
an arcane object or phenome- 
non rather than a political de- 
velopment Having said that, a 
number of narrative non- 
fictions fend to have in common i.. 
an almost stirringly romantic 
taleoftfotermin^anfoititMiibe, 
it to invent, trade dr make a sci- 
entific breakthrough. Harri- 


By David Lister 
Arts News Editor 


$ 1 *s battle with toe scientific 
establishment of toe day in 
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There’s an ideological 


clash between good gay 


sex and bad gay sex 
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you let your 
car insurance 
increase before 
you phone us? 



Car insurance premiums are 
set to rise by as much as 30%. 

Isn’t it time you did something about it? 

For better, cheaper car insurance 
give us a call now. 
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AUTHOR 

FD5LISHER 


Anna Pavord 


Dava Sobel 


Mark Kuriansky 


Janet Gleeson 


Brian Greene 


Bloomsbury (£30) 


Fourth Estate (£T2j 


Jonathan Cape (£12.99) 


Bantam (£12.99) 


Jonathan Cape (£18.99) 


ing toe reader’s interest as 


The scholarly has become 
romantic. 

Dava SobeTs Longitude has 
sold 630,000 copies in toe Unit- 
ed Kingdom alone. Other 
praised examples of the genre 
include Format's Last Theorem 
by Simon Singh, the story of 
toe. struggle to solve a 17th- 
century mathematical puzzle; 
Janet Oeesatfs The Arcanum, 
about the invention ofpcaxdain; 
Michael Alim’s Zarafa, toe 
story of a giraffe’s jcHtrney from 
toe African plains to early 19th- 
century Paris; Cod by Mark 
Knrianshy, a history of the fish; 
and toe soon-4o-be-publisbed 
NatiiorneTs Nutmeg by Giles 
Milton, toe story of how a for- 
gotten British hero, Nathaniel 
Courthorpe, fought toe Dutch 
in the 17th century for control 

of atiny spice island in toe East 

Indies to trade m nutmeg when 
it was the most vahiahle com- 
modity in the world. 

Last week, The Elegant Uni- 
verse by Jonathan Greene, a 
physicist, was published in 
Britain. An exploration of 
“string theory”, its American 
edition outsold the latest John 
Grisham thriller for three days 
last week through toe Internet 
. distributor Amazon. 

And nowPavorif s bestseller 

The Tulzp will be followed later 

this year by another explo- 
ration of the flower by the 
writer Mike Dash and a novel 
featuring tulips by Deborah 
Moggach- 

Nigel Newton, managing di- 
rector of Bloomsbury; said: 
“The British have always been 
obsessed wito biographies. Per- 
haps our interest in people, 
the great fig^xres who shaped 
hisfic^isijOT^ 
an interest in things." 

Another narrative non-fiction 
bestseller has been The Perfect 
Storm by Sebastian Jungeqtrac- 



Dcats with the phenomenon 
of Tulipmania In Dutch 

history; but Tulipmania is 
now also affecting toe book’s 
publishers. Next month 
Bloomsbury wRl put on sale a 
set of postcards drawn from 
illustrations In toe book 


The Arse of toe genre, and toe 
first to show its scope. Now 
also a coffee cable book. It Is 
John Harrison’s chronometer 
- Its subject - that makes 
Del boy and Rodney's fortune 
in toe final episodes of Only 
Fools And Horses 


The thousand-year story of 
toe pursuit of toe species - 
from toe Vikings to Captain 
Birdseye - ana how it 
expanded cultures half way 
across the globe, causing 
conflicts over Ashing grounds 
that continue to this day 


Centres on toe first European 
porcelain factory at Meissen 
and Johann Friederich Bottger, 
a chemist obsessed with toe 
Arcanum; how to cum base 
metal into gold. This leads to 
the cBscovery of toe Arcanum 
For white gold: porcelain 


The string theory or super 
string theory as it is 
sometimes caned is said to 
be toe most difficult in 


physics. The author 
first became obsess* 


first became obsessed 
with it when he was at 
Oxford University 


THE CRITICS 
SAID... 


“Written by a scholar, reads 
like a thriller, it is a 


passionate masterpiece.'' 


“True-life thriller packed with 
political intrigue, Internationa 


political intrigue, international 
warfare, personal feuds and 
political skulduggery.” 


“Reveals toe importance of 
this wonderful fish in world 
history. An epitaph and a 
warning." 


“Mastery of a technically 
tricky subject, but fails to 
take us with her into the 
furnaces at Meissen." 


"Not since Stephen Hawking 
has a scientific book caused 
such a stir." 


ing the plight of fishing boats in 
a savage gale off the New Eng- 
land coast and mfir\?*mmg about 
fishing, boat construction and 
weather patterns in a gripping 
narrative. Last year also saw 


Man FUes by Nancy Winters, a 
lookat the pioneering ofbaHoon 
flight by the Brazilian Alberto 
Santo s-Dumont in the early 
years of the century. 

Again it was a tale of personal 


struggle alongside technical 
information. Soon after his suc- 
cess, Santos-Duxnont contract- 
ed multiple sclerosis and 
committing suicide. 

Noel Mtupfiy. production 


man^ prnfthp hnnlnthn p chain 

Waterstone's, said: “The bey is 
it is history made approachable. 
Most of these books are bright- 
ly coloured The :nd$p is a good 
example You could write a 


very dry tome about the eco- 
nomic impact But tins drives 
the reader forward" 

Perhaps there is another ad- 
vantage to the genre. Derek 
John, a director of the literary 


agency A P Watt said; “1 do won- 
der whether the demand for 
these compact exquisitely writ- 
ten bodes is partly due to people 
having shorter attention spans 
in an overloaded culture." 






M 


an existing one. 


or qiicsuoimAirc cau kelp fix jny problems they 
twve.h'i really fast a quesrion of jiving people the right 
: find wit how. Royal Mail can take tlic W wfk out 

oni to yottf customers* w hy not give v wr website the 

;£-:_©ti^wr at www,ror4lm^il.ev».uk. DO WHAT WORKS, 


in^ 
eo 
as J 


urn limit 

**^>1 Li 

I to* ik. 
’****' *r 
**• *•«**»«■ ft* 

UW*.’ Vjj „ 

• fl « s ' wy* k, 
v U’ 

**■ ivij ?j, 

-I'*' 


trite 














8/PARLIAMENT AND POLITICS 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Wednesday 10 March 1 9W 


12 


His r 
and 
Jol 
will 

V 

disembow 
creative C 
route ton 

the man 

lumtiythr 

period in 
This is 
the BBC. 
ector get 
and the C 
tide how 
p oration 
beyond 2 
report oi 
mitteect 
omist G< 
Notin 
tire bistc 
era! beet 
reviled.: 
of Lord 
LordBr 
to attac 
Dalek"( 
“pseudc 
method 
Among 
Hussey, 
the BB 
duringt 
first de 
then dli 
Hus: 
theopir 
o(The‘ 
drowni 
perpet 
money 
those : 
nected 
making 
“forth- 
the m 
notthi 
got its 
Thi 
height 
ieties 
himse 
dramt 
of La 
writer 


Adams and Trimble raise hopes 


A MEETING between the Ulster 
13 rnonist leader, David Trimble, 
and the Sinn Ftein president, 
Gerry Adams, in Belfast yes- 
terday produced no break- 
through in the peace deal but 
made what was described as a 
“limited amount of progress". 

That phrase created a stir- 
ring of interest, given that 
progress has been in such short 
supply lately on the questions of 
IRA amis decommissioning and 

the formation of a new Northern 


By David McKittrick 
I reland Correspondent 

Ireland executive, lhe fact that 
the two sides had agreed to 
meet again was also seoi as im- 
portant 

Mr Trimble and Mr Adams 
were accompanied by their 
deputies, John Taylor and Mar- 
tin McGirinness. 

Earlier yesterday Mr Adams 
also met Mo Mowlam, the Sec- 
retary of State for Northern 


Ireland. Ms Mowlam gave the 
parties an ultimatum to resolve 
the decommissioning issue by 
the week of Good Friday (29 
March to 2 April) when she will 
begin the transfer of powers to 
the Stormont Assembly. 

Emergfogfrum the meeting, 
Mr Adams said it was a ‘mis- 
take'’ for the British Govern- 
ment not to transfer powers to 
the Stormont assembly now, as 
earlier envisaged. 

It was announced yesterday 


that the Northern Ireland po- 
litical development minister , 
Paul Murphy has invited two 
representatives from each party 
to round-table talks tomorrowon 
how to advance the peace 
process. This is seen as part of 
a government attempt to bring 
fresh momentum to the process 
leading to intensive negotia- 
tions in the last week of March. 

Speaking after yesterday's 
meeting Mr Trimble described 
the encounter as significant. 


though he added that the ex- 
tension of the political deadline 
from the original target date of 
10 March had meant it was H a 
bit of an anti-dimax”. He went 
on: “I have, throughout this 
process, been confident about 
the underfying trend of events. 
I'm also confident about what 
will ultimately happen, name- 
ly that this process will succeed. 
Wve made it dear throughout 
this that the requirement for de- 
commissioning applies to Loy- 


alist «nd republican paramili- 
taries. 71 

The Unionist leader added: 
“Paramilitaries know in their 
hearts, even if they are not pre- 
pared to say so publicly, that 
they must decommission. It’s 
not a question of whether, it’s 
a question of when." 

Mr Adams urged all sides to 

use the next few weeks to 
make progress. He said: 
“There is a huge responsibil- 
ity on the British Government 


to implement this Agreement 
There is a huge onus on the 
Irish government and there is 
also a huge onus on all the 
other political leaderships in 
this situation. 

“The delay has not been 
helpful and unless people as- 
sert themselves to fulfil the 
agreement then the people 
who voted on this island for 
changes on this island are 
go ing to be the people who are 
sorely disappointed and the 


only peopte who will be safe' 
fied with that are those who 
want the peace process. to 

fail.” 

Mr Adams confirmed thathc 
bad been informed o£ atie&S} ; 
threat to him m recent dayiffiSf 2 
said he was taking the wanafe 
seriously. But he added thanf 
would not deflect him, wfe*: 
Sinn Bbin leadership, Uriah p£ 
suing their current policy # J 
Common aims. Coam^; 7 ; 

Review, pag&j' 


Hague looks 
for team of 
fresh faces 


MICHAEL PORTILLO yester- 
day blamed Michael Howard's 
decision to retire from the Tory 
front bench on the foreign 
affairs spokesman's “image 
problem". 

Mr Howard, 57. has had trou- 
ble living down Ann Wid de- 
combe’s daim that there was 
“something of the night” about 
him. 

Mr Portillo, a former Tory 
cabinet minister who lost his 
seat at the last general election 
said on BBC radio yesterday; 
“He has obviously had, let's be 
frank, an image problem. He 
may well feel he can do more 
good for the Tory party from the 
back benches and doing work on 
policies ... than he is now able 
to do on the front benches." 

Mr Howard said that 14 
years on the front benches was 
‘probably long enough for ary- 
one". But Margaret Becket 
Leader of the House, said: 
“Michael Howard’s personal 
unpopularity is a convenient ex- 
cuse for Tories unwilling to 
face up to the reality of their 
party’s fellings." 

His departure will be used by 
w illiam Hague, the Tbry leader 
to cut out some of the dead 
wood from the Shadow Cabinet 
in his next reshuffle to answer 
criticism in the party's private 
polling that the Conservatives 
are still seen as remote, out of . 
touch, and out of date. 

Ms Widdecombe, who eEEec- 


By Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

tively killed Mr Howard's lead- 
ership prospects, is likely to gain 
promotion from the health port- 
folio to become home affairs 
spn b as w n rnan, wapfareng Sir Nor- 
man fbwlerwlwcouMalro leave 
the front bench this summer 
Mr Howard’s decision to re- 
sign from the Shadow Cabinet, 
while staying on as MP for 
Eblkestane and Hythe, was also 
seen at Westminster as an ad- 
mission that he does not believe 
the Danes can win the next gen- 
eral election under Mr Hague. 

Mr Hague’s failure to make 
an impact on Tbny Blair's lead 
in the opinion polls has re- 
inforced the conviction among 
leading Tories that fresh feces 
are urgently needed to give the 
party a new start 
Those being tipped for pro- 
motion indude Theresa May, an 
education spokeswoman who 
has been compared to a young 
Margaret Thatcher Richard Ot 
taway, who changed Tory policy 
to support the post for an elect- 
ed mayor for London; Andrew 
Lansley the former head of re- 
search, who is leading a review 
of policy for the general election; 
Cheryl Gfllan, a spokeswoman 
on foreign affairs praised for 
being a safe pair of hands; Phil 
Hammond, a talented spokes- 
man on health in Ms Widde- 
combe’s team; and Damian 



The rising Stars 





Andrew Lansley: Leading 
a review of policy for the 
general election 






Phil Hammond: Considered-! 
to be talented spokesman/;, "r 
on health for the party''-. V - 
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Richard Ot taway; Changed 
party policy to support an 
elected mayor for London 
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Theresa May: Has been 
compared to a young ; 
Margaret Thatcher 
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Michael Howard: His departure will be used by William Hague to cut dead wood from bis team Brian Harris 


Green, a rising star in the edu- 
cation and employment team 
well thought of by Mr Hague. 

Despite the criticism, Mr 
Howard, one of the few big hit- 
ters on the Tory front bench. 


will be a big loss to Mr Hague’s 
team. The foreign affairs 
spokesman’s shoes will be dif- 
ficult to filL given the sensitiv- 
ity Of handling the issue of 
Europe. John Maples, the for- 


mer health minister; is being 
tipped as a possible contender 
Another former cabinet col- 
league, Sir Brian Mawhinney, 
said: ‘‘He’s made Robin Cook 
loofclikB one of the more pathetic 


Fbreign Secretaries that this 
country has had in mary years.” - 
Mr Hague is planning to use ‘ 
a speech to his party's spring 
forum in Reafflng atrtfae week-^ 
end to draw a fine under the 


Damian Green: Influential 
member of the education 
and employment team 


Tories’ 18-year record in office 
and move the Conservatives on 
to “bread and butter" issues. 

“We are not talking, about 
apologising for our 18 years in 
office. Ifs not about apologising. 


Cheryl Gillan; A foreign 
affairs spokeswoman and 
seen as a safe pair of hands 

Wj had some successes and we 
made some mistakes. But it’s 
about moving on to a new 
agenda," be has said. 

Leading article, 
Review, page 3 


High performance. 
Low charges. 


When you take out a Scottish Widows UK Tracker PEP, you’ll be 
investing in the fund which has outperformed over 92% m of all 
1,436 unit trusts since launch in November 1996. 

The fund - the Scottish Widows UK Index Trust - tracks the 
Financial Times Stock Exchange 100 Index, which currently 
includes companies like BP, Marks & Spencer and BT. And 
our Trust charges are low - in fact, you won’t find a lower-cost 
unit trust”. 

Our UK Tracker PEP is an easy way to invest in the 
UK stockmarket. 

And remember, after 5 April 1999 you won’t be able 
to invest money into a PEP. Shouldn’t you find out 
more today? 

* vSf For further details, rerun! the coupon or call 


New countryside chief 
speaks up for ramblers 




THE MAN who is to head the 
Government’s new Country- 
side Agency is denying a sug- 
gestion that he is against giving 
more rights to ramblers. 

Ewan Cameron spoke out 
yesterday as the controversial 
decision to appoint him chair- 
man of the agency was criti- 
cised by walkers, who say he is 
more interested in protecting 
farmers’ interests. 

But Mr Cameron, former 
president of the Country 
Landowners Association 
(CLA), said he had ramblers' in- 
terests at heart He also denied 
there was any conflict of inter- 
est in holding the post saying: 
“When I was with the CLA, I 
was always trying to promote 
access ... not only trying to ram 


RIGHT TO ROAM 

By Amanda Brown 

it home to CLA members, but 
also local authorities. 

“I used to go and speak at 
ramblers’ ann^yd general meet- 
ings. It's something that has 
been on my agenda for many 
many years.” 

Mr Cameron said he could 
understand the impression 
some people might have that 
his “provenance is not exactly 
pro-access," but he was now 
doing a different job. 

The new Countryside 
Agency will have to map out 
huge tracts of mountain and 
moorland, heath and common 
land that the Government has 
announced wfll be opened up to 


ramblers under right- to-roam 
laws. 

Walkers fear this process 
may take years, and that 
landowners could retain the 
option of blocking access by 
fighting for their rights in local 
access forums. Final decisions 
will be taken by the agency. 

Mr Cameron added: “I am in 
a different constituency now. 
Then I was representing a dif- 
ferent organisation [the CLA] 
and while I was hying to pro- 
mote increased access, that or- 
ganisation decided access 
should be made by voluntary 
means. I am nowin charge of an 
organisation that represents 
the countryside in government” 

He said the announcement 
by Michael Meaehec; the Envi- 
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Questions 

and 

answers 

Bombs on Iraq 

ATOTALof2&56akgof 
bombs were dropped by 
British forces on Iraqi 
military targets durin g 
Operation Desert Fox in 
December last year; the 
Secretary of State for 
Defence, George 
Robertson, saicL 

Drugs in jails 

THE AMOUNT of cannabis 
discovered in Northern 
Ireland’s prisons has 
dropped from 314 grams 
in 1996-97 to 79 grams 
last year a Northern 
Ireland minister, Adam 
Ingram, disclosed 

Ethnic help 

A TOTAL of 249 of the 
5.771 firefighters in the 
London Fire Brigade are 
black or from another 
ethnic minority group, a 
Home Office min ister, 
George Howarth, said. 


British drive to 
stop children 
joining armies 


ronment minister, of new legal 
rights for walkers was a “sen- . 
stole way forward and having 
the presumption in favour of ac- 
cess, must be the better routeV 
He went on: Tfs dearer for 
everyone concerned. It’s dear- 
er for the walker and it’s dear 
er for the landowner providing . 
the rules allow for the proper eco-' 
nomic and environmental man- 
agement of the land, then this a 
must be the best way forward, W 
"I think my experience in 
terms of integrating access - 
into other land uses is going to 
be very very usefuL 

“Rights of way are probably 
going to be much more impor- 
tant to more people than 
the rights to roam over open 
countryside." 
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REDUCING THE number of 
child soldiers will be among the 
main aims of a British initiative 
to reform Third World security 
services. 

The drive to cut the number 
of child troops - estimated at up 
to 200,000 worldwide - was un- 
veiled by the Secretary of State 
for International Development, 
Clare Short, in aspeech to the In- 
stitute for Defence Studies, in 
London yesterday. She was giv- 
ing details of how a proportion erf 
Britain's £2.4bn-a-year interna- 
tional aid budget will be used for 
the first time to back military re- 
form in the developing world. 

“It is terrible that children - 
some of them as young as nine 
or ten years old-are fbrcibjy re- 
cruited into the military and 
made to kill and commit atroci- 
ties,” Ms Short said. She added 
that in collaboration with the 
Umtedbfafions, Britain had com- 
mitted itself to trying to reduce 
the number of children involved 


development 

By John Deane 

in armed conflicts over the next 

three years. 

There ^ was sound logic behind 
channelling aid-budget funding 

intorefonni^secairityserric^ 
including the militaiy, paramil- 
itary and intelligence services. 
One of the principal cfostades 
to poverty reduction, Ms Short 
said, was the existence of 
“bloated, secretive, repressive, 
undemocratic and poorly struc- 
tured security sectors in many 
developing countries”. 

She added that the “objective 
is to help to promote stability 
and peace through making the 
security sector more trans- 
parent, accountable and subject 
to proper civilian control". 

There was no question of de- 
velopment resources being 
used to strengthen military 
forces’ aggressive capability, 
or of being hnked to arms sales. 


Fares pegged ’ | 

GLENDA JACKSON, the. 
London minister for . . & 

Transport, gave . & 

reassurances to MPs tbaE; Sp 
Tube feres will not raise - -Is ^ 
above I per cent until 208L. 

Kabbah talks — | 

mps welcomed report?’;; £■/. 
from Robin Cook the . 
Fbreign Secretary that If - g.'; 
Sierra Leone’s President;-; 
Ahmad Tfejan KahbahhW - 
started dialogue with iw*; 
fighters in the country.. /;^ 

Today’s ag 

Commons: BJMtem for - 
backbench debates; 

2.30pm: Internationa j 
Development question 
Prime Minister's ■ 

Questions. Budget deba|fe.^; ; 
second day. Debate . 
testicular cancer. - " V " 
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Islamic curriculum 
for top secondary 
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A fill! regime of Arabic teaching is planned for King Eahad Academy, west London, after GCSE scori^oiiWed 
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Neville Elder 




Schools 


ENGLAND'S FASTEST improv- 
ing secoodaiy school is to aban- 
don its British curriculum and 

replace it with a ftiH regime of 
Arabic teaching, 

The King Fhhad Academy 
topped last autumn's league ta- 
bles after nearly doubling its 
GCSE scores in four years. 

Ninety per cent of children 
at the sdiool in Ealing, west 
London, gained five or more 
good GCSEs last year, up from 
46 per cent in 1995. putting (be 
academy among the best in 
London. 

But the independent school, 
which was built on the orders 
of King Fbhad of Saudi Arabia, 
has decided to phase out tra- 
ditional English primary class- 
es, GCSEs and A- levels, in 
favour of an Islamic curriculum 
as practised by Saudi schools. 

The school was set up to 
serve the Saudi expatriate com- 
munity but now draws children 
of Muslim famili es from many 
of the local ethnic minorities. 

Thistees of the 1,000-pupil 
school will phase out the pre- 


By ben Russell 


sent curriculum for new en- 
trants to the school from Sep- 
tember of this year. 

Pupils at the separate bo's' 
and girls’ schools already spend 
about a quarter of their time on 
Islamic studies and learning 
Arabic. But at presesnt they 
also study for national cur- 
riculum tests. GCSEs and 
A-levels. 

The new Saudi lessons will 
all be in Arabic, but wil] include 
English taught as a foreign 
language. 

Some parents have ex- 
pressed opposition to the plan, 
though, arguing that no other 
schools offer the combination of 
English exams and Islamic and 
Arabic culture. 

One said: "There is nothing 
in this area which is anything 
like the academy. The Muslim 
community is huge. What are 
parents going to do if their 
children have siblings who they 
were planning on sending to the 
school? 


.Another said: “1 don’t really 
agree with what they are doing. 
My daughter has done very 
well; but I really sent her there 
for the Islamic studies, which 
is hard to get elsewhere." 

Under government rules, 
independent schools in Britain 
are under no obligation to fol- 
low the established national 
curriculum. 

Raul Burtenshaw. head of the 
academy's boys’ upper school, 
said the school's trustees, 
chaired by the Saudi ambas- 
sador. were bringing it into line 
with other Saudi schools, in- 
cluding those in Washington 
and Bonn. 

But he stressed that (he 
change would be phased in 
over several years and all chil- 
dren currently at the school 
would be able to complete their 
studies in English. 

The academy, which has 
sites in Ealing and Acton, is 
funded by grants from the 
Saudi government, which also 
provides bursaries for some of 
the pupils. 



* ... J in ‘worst 


a 


A.— 

F ** : 


borough’ 


improve 


"*'V- l- 


SCHOOL STANDARDS have 
risen sharply in the “failing" 
local authority branded the 
worst in Britain, according to 
unpublished test scores ob- 
tained by The Independent 
National curriculum tests 
for pupils aged 7, li and 14 show 
schools in Hackney, east Lon- 
don, improved by up to three 
times the national rate. 


By Ben Russell 
Education Correspondent 


g Local government leaders 
.1 sisted yesterday it would be 
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a "disaster" if the Government 
drafted in contractors to take 
over the education authority’s 
functions. The largest teaching 
union said the troubled council 
had “turned the corner". 

The Independent revealed 
last week that ministers were 
preparing to take direct control 
of the education authority, 
which could be the first to have 
its functions handed to private- 
sector consultants. 

Test results are still well 
below national averages, but 
scores for pupils aged 7 and 14 
are up. The number of seven- 
year- olds gaining expected 
standards in reading is up 
from 64 per cent to 70. 

In maths, the score rose 
'fun 69 per cent to 76 and the 
science score increased from 70 
per cent to 76. 

In English for 14-year-olds, 
the proportion gaining expect- 
ed standards rose from just 36 
per cent in 19% to 45 per cent 
last year. Maths and science 
pass'rates were also up. 

The borough has ’ *ived its 
number of r'ailinf schools, 
bringing four pri:.jaries - St 
Monica's. St Raul’s and St 
Michael’s. Momingside and 
St M rtliiias - out of “special 
mer.sares". 

Cne Local Government As- 
sociation has demanded to 
meet David Blunkett the Sec- 
retary of State for Education 
and Employment, to prevents 
takeover of Hackney council’s 
education deportment. . 

Graham Lane. Labour edu- 


cation chairman of the LG A, 
said he wanted to persuade 
ministers to allow local gov- 
ernment experts to support. 
Hackney as a way. of avoiding 
an outright lakeovpc.. 

He said: “If they send in a ' 
private company all they 'will 
have is dvil war with the Gov- 
ernment Tb hand Hackney to 
theprivatesectorfetotallyun- 
accqptabtoandiftheydoitthey 
wffl have serious problems with 
local government Privatisa- 
tion is not the way forward.” 

Earlier thisyeai; Mr Bhmtett 
invited expressions of interest 
from firms and local authority 
departments prepared to take 
over failing local authorities in 
whole or part 

Officials have already been 
contacted by 98 groups and 
companies interested in con- 
sultancy work and 107 organi- 
sations interested in taking 
over council functions. 

Potential private sector bid- 
ders could indude Nord Anglia, 
a multi-million pound company 
that runs several independent 
schools, as well as being a 
mqjor provider of pri vatised , 
careers services. CFBT; a not- 
for-profit consultancy that is a 
main supplier of.O&ted in- | 
spectors, would also be a pos- 
sible contender 

Hackney brought in CFBT 
last year as consultants to turn 
round Rams Episcopal Prima- 
ry a failing schooL The firm is 
also heavily involved in the 
T jmhpth e ducation action zone 
in south London. 

Doug McAvoy, general sec- 
retary erf the bi^est classroom 
union, the National Union of 
Teachers, said the eastLondon 
borough had started to “turn' 
the corner". He said: “Our 
members feel the authority 
whilst not having done every- 
thing to turn things round, has 
made tremendous strides.” 
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NEWS 


No other broadcaster gives you such a wide range of evening news' coverage. 
From BBC television's Nine O'clock News and Newsnight to The World Tonight 
on BBC RADIO 4 and Late Night Live on BBC RADIO 5 LIVE. And now you can 
access the news whenever it suits you with continuous coverage on BBC 
NEWS 24 and with BBC News Online at www.bbc.co.uk/news 
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Victims , rage at 


Aids trial verdict 


VICTIMS AND their famili es re- 
acted with cynicism, outrage 
but little surprise yesterday 
when a special court in Paris 
absolved two former minis ters 
and imposed no punishment on 
a third for their role in the con- 
tamination of French blood 
banks with the Aids virus in the 
mid-1980s. 

The former prime minister 
Laurent Eabius was cleared 
by the semi-judicial, semi- 
political court, which accepted 
his claim that he had acceler- 
ated, not delayed, the system- 
atic checking of Wood stocks for 
HIV His former social affairs 
minister Georgina Dufoix, was 
found not guilty of manslaugh- 
ter and bodily harm but repri- 
manded for incompetence. 

The third defendant, the for- 
mer junior health minis ter and 
Mayor of Rennes, Edmond 
Herve, was found guilty of fail- 
ing to prevent con tamina ted 


By John Lichfield 

in Paris 


blood-stock samples from bang 
used in two cases. But the 
Cour de Justice de la R6pub- 
lique, a panel of three judges 
and twelve politicians hearing 
its first case, decided no pun- 
ishment should be imposed. 

“Why not give them the Le- 
gion d’honneur,” shouted 
Patrice Gaudin, father of two 
haemophiliac children who 
died of Aids after being given 
HIV-infected blood products. 
Joelle Bouchet, whose son 
caught Aids in similar circum- 
stances, shouted: “Murderous 
state. The justice system is its 
accomplice _Ybu have blood on 
your hands, Mr HervA" 

The three former ministers 
were accused of having de- 
layed the systematic checking 
of blood stocks for commercial 
reasons from March or April 


until August of 1985, exposing 
300 to 600 people to the Aids 
virus. About half have since 
died. The two junior ministers 
were charged with allowing 
the state blood service to use 
old blood products for haemo- 
philiacs rather than incur the 
cost of destroying than. 

The case against the 
minister s rested OU the claim 
that the Eabius government in- 
tervened on behalf of Diago- 
nisties Pasteur; a French 
company struggling to com- 
plete its own system for test- 
ing blood for BOV As a result, 
it was said, the use of a rival . 
American test was blocked 
and delayed. 

AD three ministers denied 
this version of events, as did 
the man who at the time was 
head of Diagnostics Pasteur; 
Jean Weber; despite docu- 
mentation that he led a suc- 
cessful protectionist campaign 


through his contacts in the 
Fabius government 

Victims and their families 
were outraged (hat fee court 
made no attempt to cross- 
examine the accused or wit- 
nesses, despite apparent 
discrepancies in their state- 
ments to the court 

Jean-Frangois Matter, a lib- 
eral member of the French 
parliament, described the trial 
as a “triple failure -politically, 
judicially and morally". 

The affair is not oven This 
week an investigative judge 
is expected to make a nmch- 
defeyed decision an whether to 
proreed with criminai cases for 
“poisoning" against a dozen 
senior officials also involved in 
the affair; inducEfogJean-Piarre 
Allam, then deputy head of the 
French blood service, who has 
since become professor of 
haematology at Cambridge 
University. 
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Sylvie Rony leaving court after the verdict yesterday. She was given infected blood daring childbirth 
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Coup for 
French as Eta 


trio snatched 


IN A coup for the French and 
Spanish authorities, anti- 
terrorist police arrested three 
leading members of the Basque 
separatist organisation. Eta, 
in Paris yesterday -hours be- 
fore a visit from the Spanish 
Prime Minister. 

Two other Eta members 
were arrested in co-ordinated 
raids on a hotel and an apart- 
ment in the French capital 
after a lengthy inquiry and sur- 
vefflance by French and Span- 
ish security services. The 
hugest catch, was Javler- 
Arizcurten Ruiz. known as 
“Kantaun", who is.lj.ead of 
Eta’s military wing. But police 
said they had also arrested 
Irantxu Gallastegui So dupe, 
the most wanted woman in 
Spain, who is believed to have 
been involved in tire assassi- 
nation of theyoung conservative 
politician, Miguel Angel Blanco, 
in July 1997. 

This pair; and two other sus- 
pected Eta members, were ar- 
rested as th^r left a hotel in the 
nth arrondissement, near the 
Place de la Bastille in eastern 
Paris. Only Ms Gallastegui 
Sodupe put up any resistance. 
A few minutes later; two men 
were arrested and a computer 
seized at an apartment in the 
15th arrondissent in south- 
western Paris. 

Eta has been observing a 
truce since September There 
was speculation that yester- 
day's arrests might cause the 
group to break the ceasefire, 
though French officials sug- 
gested that the arrest of these 
hardliners might push the 
peace process forward. 

Later yesterday tiie Spanish 
Prime Minister, Josd Maria 
Aznar, held talks with his 
French counterpart, Lionel 
Jospin, before lunching with 


BY JOHN LICHFIELD 


President Jacques Chirac. The 
Eta members, thought tohave 
been in Paris for some time*are 
nrt suspected tf planning an at- 
tack on Mr Aznar. It seems 
more likely that the arrests 
were timed by security ser- 
vices in Ffaris and Madrid to co- 
incide with tiie official visit and 
thereby magnify the public im- 
pact of the coup. 

Anti-terrorist police are said 
to have monitored a meeting 
between the six at, a cafe in 
. Paps the previous evening. 

The other arrested suspects 
were nam ed as Jesus Maria 
Puy Lecumbeny Mikei Zubi- 
mendi Besarasategui, Jose _ 
Ignacio Herranz Bilbao and: M 
Juan Maria Sampredo Blanca. 

There is likely to be a heat- 
ed legal battle over their ex- 
tradition to Spain. In theory . 
French courts refuse to extra- ■ 
dite people accused of “politi- 
cal offences". In recent years 
that definition has been held to 
exdude crimes of terrorism, but 
the French and Spanish au- 
thorities will have bo produce 
evidence of the involvement of 
the six in terrorist attacks. 

Mr Aznar has said he is wSQ- 
ing to hold talks with Eta rep- 
resentatives but that a perma_-_ ... 
nent secession of the Basque 
country fixxn Spain wouldbot be 
on the agenda. Asked about 
tile truce in an interview with 
Le Monde yesterday he said: 
“Every day without a death is je 
a step forward _ but it woukibe w - 
naive to think that after 30 
years of t e rrorism everything, 
can be resolved in a few weeks.” 

Eta is estimated to haver 
killed 800 people during its 3i- 
year struggle for the indepeD-. 
dence of the Basque country in 
north-eastern Spain. 
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FOREIGN NEWS/11 


Cook tells Kabbah to deal with rebels 
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PRESSED BY his two biggest 
supporters yesterday 
President Tejan Kabbah, Siar- 
ra Leone's elected leader 
promised to seek serious no* 
gobations with his enemies in 
' order to fcod the savage two- 
^gear ovil war which has re- 
- Xfthiced his country to r iling 

' V oint meeting here, 
Robin Cook, the Fbreign Sec- 
rctaxy and Nigeria's caretaker 
™eu General Abdulsalam 
Abubakan are understood to 
have delivered s imilar mes _ 
sages to President Kabbah: 
that the war was unwinnable 

and that a diplomatic solution, 
however difficult, was the only 
option. 

Although he ruled out an 


By Rupert Cornwell 
in Lagos 

early withdrawal of Nigerian 


eral Abubakar said Nigeria 
wanted to reduce its forces, 
while increasing the effort for 
peace. 

Mr Cook asked General 
Abubakar to keep his troops in 
Sierra Leone and offered aid, 
Nigerian officials said. “Hie 
British made a plea that we 
should not pull out our troops 
from Sierra Leone and offered 
financi al assistance.* General 


Yesterday's encounter came 
in the aftermath of the New 
Year offensive by the rebels, led 


by the Revolutionary United 
Front (RUF) which came with- 
in an ace of taking the capital, 
Freetown. After days of Woody 
fighting the rebels were 
pushed back by Ecomog, the 
mainly Nigerian regional mili- 
tary force, which is aD that 
stands between President Kab- 
bah and certain overthrow. 

That crisis, just IQ month* 
after the Sierra Leone Presi- 
dent was restored to power by 
Ecomog, convinced Britain that 
the rebels cannot be defeated 
on the battlefield. 

Based in the east of the 
country, the rebels draw sup- 
port from Liberia and Burkina 
Faso and control Siena Leone's 
diamond trade 


Moreover Nigeria is eco- 
nomically stricken. On the 
brink of a return to civilian 
rule under foe President-elect, 
OhisegunObaosaqjo,foe coun- 
try is losing patience with an 
unpopular war that has talam 
some 900 Nigerian lives and is 
costing an estimated $lm a 
day. 

During the election cam- 
paign, Mr Obansanjo indicated 
he wanted Nigeria out of Sier- 
ra Leone by the time he takes 
office in May. 

Although- has since 

dropped talk of a specific dead- 
line, diplomats believe that the 
main reason keeping him there 
is the need to secure an hon- 
ourable managed exit, which 


would preserve the credibility 
of the region's biggest power: 

At least for Mr Cook, his visit 
here makes a change from foe 
political furore in Britain over 
the Sandline affair and alleged 
clandestine Bbreign Office sup- 
port for arms deliveries to foe 
Kabbah government 

“I only wish 50 per cent of the 
interest poured into Santifine 
had been devoted to the real sit- 
uation in Sierra Leone,” Mr 
Cook said. 

Britain h as spent £30m over 

foe past year on Sierra Leone, 

including flQm announced onfy 
last week to help to finance 
Ecomog, train a new Sierra 
Leone army and encourage 
the start of peace talks. 


“Negotiations have to be 
part of foe solution, but there's 
do guarantee that they will 
succeed," Mr Cook said. 

The Foreign Secretary is 
the first leading ^esteTi official 
to meet General Abubakar 
since the presidential election 
of February 27. which sealed 
Nigeria’s return to democratic 
rule. Mr Cook described the 
visit as a chance for “a fresh 
start" in dealings with Nigeria, 
which is to rejoin the Com- 
monwealth in three months, 

Nigerian officials hope that 
Britain will persuade other 
Western countries to provide 
badly needed debt relief and fi- 
nancial help at a time when oil 
prices have sunk to new lows. 


Mr Cook said he expected 
Nigeria to be restored to full 
membership of the Common- 
wealth, from which Africa's 
most populous country was 
suspended in 1995 for human 
rights abuses under the late dic- 
tator Sani Abacha. 

Mr Cook will conclude foe 
four-day trip to West Africa by 
embarking on a joint mission to 
Ghana and Ivory Coast with his 
French counterpart, Hubert 
Vedrine. 

The pair will meet foe lead- 
ers of Ghana and the Ivory 
Coast Thej' will also chair a 
conference of British and 
French ambassadors and High 
Commissioners from around 
the continent 
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AMERICA'S BALKAN trouble- 
shooter, Richard Holbrooke, 
arrived in Belgrade yesterday 
on a mission to press Slobodan 
Milosevic into accepting a 
Kosovo peace deal 

Mr Holbrooke will tell the 
Yugoslav President bhuitfy that 

now Kosovo's Albanians have 
agreed in principle to a deal, 
Nato aircraft will start bombing 
Yugoslav military targets if he 
blocks foe agreement 
The US emissary, architect 
of the 1995 peace deal that 
ended the savage ethnic war in 
Bosnia, arrived at noon. Be was 
not expected to meet Mr Milo- 
sevic until today. 

His task will be to cajole or 
bully foe Serb leader into ac- 
cepting the presence of a for- 
eign military force In Kosovo 
to implement foe three-year in- 
terim agreement 
Another US Balkan envoy 
Christopher BBE, who met com- 
manders of the rebel Kosovo 
Liberation Army oh Monday 
also travelled to Belgrade 
yesterday to increase foe pres- 
sure on Mr Milosevic. 

Western diplomats say foe 
guerrilla leaders are ready to 
authorise a signing of foe deal 
but remain apposed to the in- 
dusion of Russian troops in any 
peace-keeping force. 

The presence of fellow Or- 
thodox Slavs is seen as a con- 
cession to Mr Milosevic, who 
might then be able to sell to his 
public the idea of a foreign 
army on Yugoslav soiL 

Despite the now familiar 


By Emma Daly 
I n Belgrade 


display of brinkmanship, ob- 
servers in Belgrade expect Mr 
Milosevic to agree to the deal, 
which is supposed to be signed 
by 15 March, when both sides 
are to gather in Paris for an- 
other round of talks. 

“Now that the KLA has ac- 
cepted the Kosovo peace plan, 
Milosevic will probably have to 
accept some land of compro- 
mise,” foe authoritative VIP 
newsletter said yesterday. 

“Milosevic most probably 
believes Holbrooke is his best 
chance for a good bargain.” 

Until now, foe Yugoslav po- 
sition has been that Belgrade 
might accept a political deal 
granting Kosovo autonomy for 
three years. But foe stationing 
of foreign troops on Serbian ter- 
ritory would not be counte- 
nanced, certainly not a 
Nato-led force. 

Mr Milosevic already knows 
his only chance to lift interna- 
tional sanctions will come if he 
strikes a deal on a Kosovo 
peace force. 

Yugoslav officials are still 
talking tough. “We wont give an 
inch of our Serbian and Yu- 
goslav territory,” said a senior 
Sodafist Party official yesterday 
But this sort of hardline ap- 
proach is intended only for do- 
mestic consumption. 

In fact, the state-controlled 
media seems to be softening up 
foe population for the eventu- 
al loss of Kosovo, and is not 



casualty of the conflict in Kosovo crossing the damaged 14th-century Turkish Bridge’ in the town of Vncftrn 


Petar KujundzicIReuters 


whipping up a frenzy of anti- 
foreign feeling. That is what 
happened the last time the 
Western alliance threatened 
the Serbs with heavy Nato air 
strikes. One Serb journalist 
based in Belgrade said: “At the 
end, it wQl be a refief not to have 
Kosovo.” 

In London, Nato's Secre- 
tary-General, Javier Solana, 
said Nato remained ready to 
launch air strikes if Mr Milo- 
sevic did not accept an auton- 
omy plan for Kosovo. But he 


stressed that no Nato nation 
supported sending ground 
troops to fight their way into the 
province. 

In Kosovo yesterday two 
Serb policemen were killed and 
three wounded when their 
vehicle hit a mine. 

^Yugoslav border authorities 
confiscated 90,000 German 
marks (£35,000) from Bosnian 
Muslim pilgrims at the Yu- 
goslav frontier with Bulgaria as 
they passed through on their 
way to Mecca. 


Neo-Nazi bomb blast wrecks 
« army war crimes exhibition 



A BOMB believed to have been 
planted by neo-Nazis yesterday 
ripped through Germany’s 
controversial Wehrmacht ex- 
hibition, which seeks to high- 
tight the crimes committed by 
Hitler's regular army. 

The blast shattered glass 
and caused extensive damage 
to the college in Saarbrueken 
that has housed the travelling 
exhibition since last month. No 
one was hurt 
Police said the assailants 
had used an electrical deto- 
nator, suggesting a level of 

sophistication not normally 

associated with neo-Nazi 
groups. There had been indi- 
cations recently that the far 
A right was acquiring weapons, 
*fbut until now well-planned 


ByImreKaracs 
in Berlin 


bomb attacks bad been 
thought to be beyond its 
capabilities. 

Since opening nearly four 
years ago, the display has pro- 
voked angry protests in al- 
most every town it has visited. 
In Munich, neo-Nazis dashed 
with left-wing counter- 
demonstrators. 

The exhibition, sponsored 
by the tobacco magnate Jan 
Philipp Reemstma, purports to 
show that some members of 
the regular army were willing 
participants in war crimes, in- 
cluding the extermination of 
Jews. Visitors are confronted 
with diaries of Second World 


War soldiers, tetters salt home 
from the front, and soldiers’ 
own photographs. 

Some of the pictures are es- 
pecially harrowing. They show 
Wehrmacht soldiers standing 
by irxqarovised gallows, or met- 
ing out punishment to the civil- 
ian populations of occupied 
eastern Europe. 

The exhibition was put to- 
gether to puncture foe conve- 
nient official myth that 
attributes foe Holocaust to 
“Nazis", rather than to Ger- 
mans. War crimes, according 
to tins ww of history; were per- 
petrated almost exclusively by 
the Waffen SS and other 61ite 

Nazi troops. ■ 

Many Germans cling to this 
version, including the main 


opposition Christian Democ- 
rats, who banned the exhibition 
from Bonn's History Museum 
last yean 

A spokeswoman for the or- 
ganisers, the Hamburg Insti- 
tute for Social Research, said 
she was shocked and sur- 
prised. The attack, she said, 
showed “how urgently needed 

SUCh an arhihitinn is”. 

A neo-Nazi spattered some 
of the exhibits with paint two 
years ago and the organisers 
had received frequent bomb 
threats in the past The display 
has bo far toured 30 towns 
and cities in Germany and 
Austria, and has been seen by. 
700,000 visitors. Before yes- 
terday’s attack there were 
p lans to t ake it around Europe. 


UN defied over ‘Butcher’ trial 
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“THE BUTCHER", otherwise 
Kn o wn nsTa Mok. foe notorious 
one-legged Khmer Rouge mil- 
itary leaden will face a Cam- 
bodian court on charges of 
genocide. 

The Phnom Penh govern- 
ment has ignored a United Na- 
tions request for the perpetrat- 
ors of foe “Killing Fields" to foee 
an international tribunal for 
crimes against humanity. 

The capture of TaMokat foe 
weekend has blown open again 

the question of where and how 
former Khmer Rouge leaders 

should be tried TVro former m 

pot henchmen, Khieu sam- 


by Teresa Poole 
in] 


phan and Nuon Chea, also im- 
plicated in the 1975-79 Khmer 
Rouge regime that left amQfion 
dead, surrendered in Decem- 
ber and were allowed to go free, 
even visiting the capital. 

The initial questioning of 
Ta Mok aided yesterday said 
General Sao Sok, a military 
court prosecutor. Under Cam- 
bodian law, Ta Mok will have to 
be charged by this afternoon. 

Sao Sofc said Ta Mok would 
free charges under 1994 anti- 
Khmer Rouge legislation, and 


they would include genocide. 
The general did not say. 
whether foe trial would be mfl- 
itaiyordvffian. 

Human rights groups have 
attacked the Phnom Pfenh gov- 
ernmentibr refusing to support 
an international UN tribunal. 
Cambodia’s Prime Minister, 
Hun Sen, has said he favours a 
process of r e c oncili a t ion, sim- 
ilar to that in South Africa. 

Ta Mok is likely to be foe 
t ok en defendant, while the oth- 
ers escapejustice. Bui he is cer- 
tain to implicate former Khmer 
Rouge comrades, and that 
would embarrass Hun Sen and 


his government for allowing 
Khieu Samphan and Nuon 

Cftea to go free Ihe two taU re- 
porters earlier this year they 
were “sorry" for foe deaths 
under foe Khmer Rouge. 

Sao Sok said Ta Mok has 
Mamed the genocide on Pol Pot, 
Khieu Samphan and Nuon 
Chea. Pol Pot died last April 
after Ta Mok took him captive 
and offered to hand him to the 
Americans for triaL 

One source said Pol Pot dis- 
covered Ta Molds plan from 
Voice of America radio and 
tilled himself. Other sources 
said Ta Mok poisoned him. 
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■ jPWWjgg 1 " 1 ■ BY ROBERT FISK 
Liv.'-’s.-: JB&d&S:;-. in Jmefajmeh, south Lebanon 

REMEMBER. ALL those Israeli 
tanks and armoured personnel 
carriers grinding towards the 
Lebanese border last week 
after the killing of Brigadier 
General Ezer Gersteta. and two 
of Ins Israeli soldiers? 

The pictures looked pretty 
dramatic on television. The 
BBC and CNN both showed this 
armoured behemoth en route 
to Lebanon. Tfet - unreported, 
of course- note single one of 
those tanks and guns crossed 

Then there was the video- 
tape of Israeli air strikes on 
Lebanon in revenge for the 
tailing? 10 days ago. The tape 
^ v y. * shows targets exploding in 
/ Vyjj clouds of snofee and debris. But 
the “massive bombardment” 
*•. announced fcy the Israelis turns 

>■**.: • ■> oid to have been routine. Not a 

% - • single Hizhollah guerrilla was 

~ JgLgoi K . killed. The video war was defi- 

^ WDZL 6111 1R *at about the 
real warm southern Lebanon? 

The Israefi videotapes were 
genuine enough. In the wadi of 
Yaron K ammsky/AP Jmefajmeh just outside Tibnin 



guerrilla war - th°u<gb« travel- . .‘ vei - 
ling with the general, confi-: • - ; 
dent no doubt of his safety. ’ ; ; ' 

So was General GerstmAJ- 
ready a former brigade com*' 
tnander, the Israeli nuhtoty.: 


In a video sdll from an Israeli pilotless ‘drone , the 
Hirfy dl a h gunman (ringed) runs for his life, shouting 
at a woman to stay away in case she is also targeted 


- scarcely three miles from 
the Israeli occupation zone - 
the wreckage of a HIzboflah 
building that may also have 
been an arms depot still lies 
across the fields, the cliff face 
against which it was built as fis- 
sured in reality as it appears on 
the film taken by the Israeli jets 
that attack ed it A neighb ourin g 
school was not touched by the 
guided BSU-I2/B 5001b bomb. 

Up the Lebanese coast at 
Naahmeh, a long-abandoned 


triangular building once used 
by Palestinian guerrillas - 
dearly visible on the Israeli air- 
craft camera tape - lies flat- 
tened, its concrete fabric 
scattered around the long 
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GET THE FIGURE YOU'VE ALWAYS DREAMED OE 

(0% FINANCE OVER 2 YEARS WITH 2 YEARS' FREE INSURANCE OR FREE SERVICING.) 
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altoy wheels, front fog lights, and remote central locking. Whichever Megane you choose, you'll be driving the safest car in. its class, acceding to the latest European NGAP ■ 
safety tests. So if you want to get m greal shape, land stay that way), take. a test drive at your nearest Renault dealer, cdl ;0800 52 51 50 or visit- www.renauh.co.uk. 
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THe l^l'&gsrKS 


who killed General Gerstein 
and his comrades last week. In 
Baalbek, the HizboUah had 
moved out of the decrepit and 
long^fisused Khawam hotel be- 
fore the Israelis hit it In other 
words, the Israelis’ pre-strike 
intelligence was accurate at 
Jmefajmeh, out-of-date at Baal- 
bek and hopeless at Naahmeh. 

Not so the EfizboGah’s. It 
now transpires that the stretch 
of road on which General Ger- 
stein and his soldiers were 
travelling -with an Israeli radio 
journalist - was, for the Is- 
raelis, the safest piece of high- 
way in southern Lebanon. 
Running as it does between 
Christian and Druze villages, a 
Shia Muslim group such as the 
HizboUah would have had im- 
mense diffi culty penetrating 
the area without being discov- 
ered. Yet the carefully shaped 
charges nsed in the amhush 
would have needed at least 
four men to plant, men who 
would have had to wait for the 
Israeli convoy detonate the ex- 
plosives fay line of sight and 
make good their escape after- 
wards. 

There is no doubt that 
Lebanese guerrillas blew up 
General Gerstem’s armoured 
Mercedes. And that they knew 
he was coming. But could the 
guerrillas have been Druze or 
Christian militiaman working 
for the Hizhollah? fbr months 
now, the HizboUah have been 
boasting of a guerrilla move- 
ment of all religions operating 
as asL-anti-Isradi resistance 
force in southern Lebanon. A 
computer-generated recon- 
struction of the attack -again 
released an videotape fay the Is- 
1 raelis- showed how specifically 
and accurately the guerrillas 
had attacked General Ger- 
stein’s can tossing it 120ft down 
a ravine But it doesn't reveal 
how the guerrillas escaped. 
Which leaves open an intrigu- 
ing question: did Israel’s ene- 
mies live inside Israel’s own 
occupation zone? 

The onfy civilian Israeli ca- 
sualty the 32-year-old journal- 
ist Ban Boeh, knew this road 
welL 

Of all the correspondents 
covering the south Lebanon 
war from the Israeli side, he 
was among the most accurate 
and honest of journalists, well 
aware that Israel had lost its 


ofanger rather than tactical ne- 
cessity. It is not difficult to un- W? 
derstand the motive: tat the 
HizboUah and show the film _ 
back home so that Israelis ; - 
about to vote in May elections 
know that their army and air 
force do not sit back when they 
are attacked. Hence that 
footage. 

Yet ironically, the most ex- 
traordinary videotape released 
by the Israelis was taken a feu- 
days earlier. It showed what 
happened when a pilotless MK 
“drone” - a small propeller, 
driven photo-reconnaissance 

aircraft - spotted a HizboUah 
guerrilla hiding behind a house 
in the village of Marimba, again 
inside Israel's occupation area. 

He had just been involved in an 
amhush of Israeli troops. 

On the film, you can cteariy • 
see the guerrilla running for his 
life, away from the house, 
across fields and down the 
main street of the village. 

The tiny {Jane follows him as 
Israeli helicopters prepare to 
attack. At one point, a village 
woman tries to talk to the 
Hizh ollah man and he runs 
from her. apparently anxious 
that she should not be hurt if he 
is killed. As fest as his legs wQl 
carry him. he heads for the 
cover of trees, and the video- 
tape shows the flash of a huge 
missile explosion in the forest 
as the Israeli aircraft strike. 

Even the HizboUah announced 
their man’s departure from the 
world. 

But two days later the same * 
guerrilla, badly wounded fay * 
shrapnel in the head but very 
much alive, turned up in a hos- 
pital in Sidon - calling himself 
Hadi Sayed Hassan, after the 
name of the son of the Hizbol- 
lah leader killed by the Israelis 
last year - with a dramatic 
story of his escape. “A rocket 
landed just three feet away 
from me, shrapnel was faying all 
around,” he said. 

“I lost my hearing for a while 
and was completely covered in 
debris. I regained control and 
kept running-" 

A tank shell had forced him 
to run from the building In 
which he was hiding and he re- 
membered the woman who 
tried to talk to him in Markaba. 

He had refused her offer of help 
for fear she would be killed, he •/* 

said. " 

Sayed Hassan Nasrallah, 
foe HizboUah leader, com- 
mented acidly that the video- 
tape showed that, “with all its 
air power and sophisticated 
weaponry Israel was unable to 
capture a single HizboUah fight- 
er” He would have no doubt 
read with interest the words of 
a senior Israeli officer quoted 
in the Israeli daily newspaper 
Hacmeiz last week. 

The HizboUah, he said, was 
not a “terrorist” organisation, 
as Israel claims, but a move- 
ment of “national liberation" 
carrying on a guerrilla war 
An Israeli victory in southern 
Lebanon was therefore “im- 
possibie”. 


Iran’s President 
to meet Pope 


IRAN’S president Mo- 
hammed Khatami, arrived in 
Rome yesterday on a contro- 
versial diplomatic mission 
aimed at ending his country’s 
international isolation, boosting 
trade and winning fo reign su p - 
port for bis reformist policies. 

Mr Khatami is the first 
Iranian head of state to visit Eu- 
rope since the 1979 Islamic 
Revolution. 

[ He was received with foil ho-' 
nours by the Italian President, 
Oscar Luigi Scalfaro, at the 
Quirinal Palace and later met 
the Prime Minister; Massimo 
D’Alema, and the Speakers of 
both Houses of Parliament. He 
willhave an audience with the 
Pope tomorrow. 

The Iranian President's visit 
to Europe follows electoral suc- 
cesses by tas reformist allies at 

home. In local elections last 
month, reformist forces swept 

the polls in the capital, Tfehmm, 

and in other cities. 

Since Sir Khatami was elect- 
ed on a platform of social and 
political reform in 1997, his 
moves to open up Iran to the 


by Frances Kennedy 
in Home 
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dividual freedoms have been 

savagely opposed by the hard- 
Enectericsvrtio stfflcantnil sec- 
tors oflranian life. 

The \fetican sees his meet- 
ing with the Pope as an event 
of exceptional significance and 
as a confirmation of the Pope’s 
desire for dialogue with Islam. 


expected to be characteristi- 
caQy frank about Iran’s record 
on religious freedoms and 
human rights. 

Italy i$ seeking for herself a 

bridging rote between Iran and 

the W»st that wili bring diplo- 
matic as well as economic b^- 
efits, particularly in the energy 
sector But the Italian Foreign 
Ministry has insisted Western 
concerns over human rights 

and amis pro life ration will te 

put to Mr Khatami. 

I ranian opposition groups 
say the President is Just a fitnt 

for an autocratic and bloody 


Rome to protest His arrival has 
also provoked criticism from 
Italian o pp osition groups sod 
some for left parties. 


/ n 
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The Texan 


pirates who 
are ruling 
tne waves 

American times 

san Marcos 


THE ANTENNA at Micro Kind 
Radio appears to be sup- 
ported by the house, but it 
maybe the other way round. 
The “studio" is a tiny 10ft by 
I2ft room covered in graffiti. 
Inside, George is struggling 
with the antique machinery, 
trying to get it to play a tape 
of one of his friends. “Tm just 
screwed, man," he 
_ 5, shaking his ponytaiL 
Outside, Metal Mark and 
Batman, two of the DJs. are 
watching with wry amuse- 
ment In the garden is a 
stripped-down motorbike and 
what must be the biggest col- 
lection of drink ranc in the 
United States. Broadcasting 
House, this is not 
What it is is the house of 
Joe Ptak; a local community 
activist and the man who 
helped to bring radio to the 
small Texas college town of 
San Marcos. 

But Mr Ptak is under 
threat from the law. This is pi- 
rate radio. Micro radio is 
booming in the US, as hun- 
dreds of people spend the 
£tfO (£320) or so that it takes 
tlRniy the basic equipment 
ami pirt up an. aerial to broad- 
cast at under 100 watts. Most 
are motivated by a desire to 
reach the local community 
and crack the stultifying pat- 
terns laid down by the com- 
mercial industry. 

“There is no law of physics 
that says that there is room 
for six computer pro- 
grammed ‘adult contempo- 
rary music stations in the 
same city- but none to broad- 
cast the local high school 
football game," says 
Rac5o4aJl, me of the groups 
promoting the idea. ' 

The founding father is 
StephmDunifiecdtCaSfonnBi . 
who launched Radio Free 
BerteJqy in 1993. The past six 
vywrrs have largely been spent 
E|hling for the right to broad- 
cast against the Federal 
Communications Commis- 
sion, the mainstream sta- 
tions and National Public 
Radio, the subsidised public 
broadcaster. 

Two weeks ago, Dave Huff 

was in the studio at Canyon 
Lake Radio just down the 
road when he noticed shad- 
owy figures in his house. It 


was the FCC, the marshal^ 
And the local police. They 
took the equipment, tare 
down the aerial, ripped out 
the phone lines and discon- 
nected the answer phnno 
“There’s no other puhfic 
station that's doing anything 
else, telling us about our 
community," says Sandy 
Duchien, a neatly dressed 
woman who did the 
lunchtime slot onCLRand is 
now hanging out with the 
rascals of San Marcos, or 
San Martians as they call 
themselves. The FCC never 
told them exactly which rules 
they had broken, she says. 

Plenty of other stations 
have gone the same way as 
(he FCC damps down. Micro 
Kind Radio is also under 
threat of doeure, but it is pow- 
ering ahead until the day 
comes when the law arrives. 
Ithas two transmitters^jneof 
40 watts that readies the 
county and another of 5 watts 
that spans the distance be- 
tween two highway exits. 

Pappy of angular limbs, 
wild grey beard and shape- 
less hat, arrives for his four 
o’clock slot He has several 
plastic bags afbeer cans, tall 
ones that iris friends camphdn 
get warm too quickly. “Why 
don't you get shorter beers?" 
asks one. “They run oat too 
fast," be says, and sets him- 
self up for tiie afternoon. 
'Within minutes the sound of 
ZZ Tbp Is drifting from the 
radio shade. 

But once Mr Ptak arrives, 
a lanky bundle of energy In 
cut-off jeans, the station 
switches to a discussion of a 
local environmental issue. 
The university wants to re- 
strict access toarivo; and Mr 
Ptak and others have been 
protesting. ... .. 

The FCC has promised to 
hiring out new roles later this 
year to regulate low-power 
FM, but neither Mr Ptak nor 
the others bdxeve that will re- 
solve the issue. So they will 
carry on, encouraging 
Canyon Lake to get its station 
back by helping the DJs and 
assisting with fandrraising. 

Ms Duchien is optimistic. 
“We wffl be back on the ah;” 
she says defiantly. 

Andrew Marshall 


Kosovo 

Emergency 


Seeds and tools are urgently needed 

At least 20 000 families, including children a nd the elderly, 
have been farced to hide in the mountains dwing the harsh 
waiter in Central Kosova Leaving their fields b ehind, most 
of them were unable to harvest or to plant new crops. Their 
homes have been burned or looted and any food stocks are 
diminishing day by day. 

For people of Central Kosovo, the current planting season 
is crucial intheir struggle to provide food for their famfltes. 

I 

As Dart of its programme fa Kosovo, Action Against Hunger 
is organising a first emergency dlstributton of 300 tons of 
seedsand tods to the most vulnerable, whose houses have 

been severely destroyed. 

A complete kit containing mate®, pottoes i 

seeds as weH as tools, fertifeere and plastic sheeting costs 

only £29. Thousands more are needed. 

help themselves If you help 
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Race furore as 
addict wins son 


Victory for former cocaine addict Tina Ofison, who has been reunited with her son 


at THE end of a legal tug-of- 
war that gripped Chicago be- 
cause of overtones of racism 

andpoEtical fowmitii^ ora^ 
tike city’s leading power cou- 

ples— an alifa -man imrf hk 

an appeals court judge - have 
been ordered to return their 
three-year-old foster son with- 
in a jrear to his imtural moth- 
es a farmer cocaine adrfict 

The ruling was a stunning 
victory far Tina Olison, 37, who 
is black Her child, known as 
Baby T was taken from her 
when he was just days old by 
a child welfare agency because 
traces of cocaine were found in 
his boefy at birth. The infant was 
placed with foster parents - Ed- 
ward Burke and Anne Burke, 
an Appellate Court Judge. The 
Burkes, both white, bad been 
seeking legally to adopt him. 

Judge Judith Brawka said it 
was based in part on the 
progress made by Ms Olison, 
who had recovered from co- 


Br David Usborne 
in New York 

came addiction, had secured 
full-time employment and had 
found religion. 

Judge Brawka noted that an 
elder brother called Boy B, who 
had been placed with his ma- 
ternal grandmother, would also 
be returning to Ms Olison's 
care under court instructions. 
She ordered a transition peri- 
od of 12 months before Baby T 
is returned definitively to his 
mother Throughout the case, 
Mack leaders claimed the case 
would be slanted in favour of 
the Burkes because of their po- 
litical standing and colour One 
Mack pastor kept vig& outside 
Alderman Burke’s office at the 
beginning of the trial. 

Ms Olison wept when she 
beard the ruling. “My stomach 
is finally unknotted," she told 
reporters. “When God is for 
you. he’s greater than the 


weight of the world against 
you." Complaining that the de- 
cision had been delayed for two 
years, she said it was because 
of “pure political dour. 

The ruling brings bitter dis- 
appointment however, to Mr 
Burke, who is Chicago's 
longest serving city alderman, 
and his wife. Both in their 
fifties, they have four grown-up 
children of their own. Some ob- 
servers said their case may 
have been hurt because they 
had baptised Baby T as a 
Catholic. Ms Olison is a mem- 
ber of the Pentecostal Church 
of God in Christ where bap- 
tisms are not performed on 
infants. 

Ms Olison was admonished 
by the judge, however, to be 
sensitive in celebrating the 
ruling and not to treat it as a 
!*prize you have won". The 
judge told her “He is not the 
spoils of war after a battle. He 
is a human being." 


The Ultimate 

Time PC Package 


The Time Machine 400-2 DVD 
PC package comes complete with 
powerful 400MHz PC with PC-TV 
system and VideoPhone camera, 
printer, scanner, office software 
suite and much more tor just 
£1079+ VAT or only £35.45 per 
month* on our low APR plan. 

Buy the EXEC model now 
and pay nothing until March 
2000 r with our 

No Deposit, 

Interest Free 
Option! 
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Our promise 

to you 





for saJespeople who take the time 
>• to onderstancf your needs 

• for dear explanations in plain 
. EngHsh - not jargon 

to. cut out the middleman and cut 
. tite cost of computers 

to VMt us - we probably have a 
' Time store with easy parking, 
wffliih ’15 minutes drive of your 
home 


. 400MHz AMD K6-2 3D processor • 3D NOW! 
Technology • 128Mb SDRAM • 13 Gb Hard disk • 
8Mb ATI 3D AGPx2 Graphics * 4x DVD-ROM Drive 

• 3D PCJ WavetaWe sound • 15" digital colour 
screen • 512K cache • 56K PCI voice/fax/data 
modem • PC-TV system VideoPhone camera. 

• Windows 98, Keyboard, Mouse, Video trainer, 

Recoiery disk, ArtMrus and backup CDs included 

• Year 2000 compliant 

Pentium 8 til 

Processor based packages 


Epson Stylus 440, dual 
cartridge colour inkjet 
printer (RRP £119). 
Choice of printer 
cables at extra 
cost Epson 
640 with 
Pentium IB 
models. 


Advanced A4 colour scanner also works as 
a photocopier and fax machine (RRP £119) 


As above but wflh Intel Pentium IB 
450MHz, better Epson 640 1400dpi 
printer and larger 17” screen 
£1349+ VAT = £1614/5 total price. 

As 4506 but with 500MHz processor 
£1499 +VAT-E1790.70 total price. 

EXEC Models: Indude 5 top games, joystick, 
ganepad, microphone, and 13 extra CO titles for just 
£99 Pius VAT=£1 16.33 Extra. 

Product codes iraos. Beearr 
«mran BcK284 a sa»ira2Euc2e 
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The award winning PC manufacturer 
that’s the UK’s largest PC retailer 


120 stores nationwide 

Open late everyday 


lotos SmartSuite 

Millennium 
fofl office state and 
6ve other titles 


Rily featured TV 
system with Teletext 
and video capture 
RRP £149 


IBMVfeVbks 
Executive speech 
recognition software. 


Colour VideoPhone 
camera and toll 
video conferencing 
software (RRP £149) 
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Bedkwl Backtum Bebst 

QnMdga Sbckpool DuMn 

For help & advice on choosing 
the right PC, call into your local 
kTrme store, speak to our 
'advtecxs and pick up your 
FREE video pack. 


For details of your nearest store 

Freephone 

0800 316 2 317 

Intormaiion lines open Sam*7pm everyday 


Direct order line Freephone 

0800 771107 

ppm Mon+tf 8^0am-7pm, Sat 9am6pm 
Sun1Qaro-4pra 

■ Offer ends 18th Uarch 
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First Choice and Kuoni in £2bn merger talks 


FIRST CHOICE Holidays yes- 
terday caught &e City offguard 
wito an announcement that it is 


Knam, the Swiss tour operator; 

The statement, issued just 
after the stock market dosed 
and while the Chancellor was 
still delivering the Budget, win 
create a new £ 2 bn player in 
Europe’s travel industry, A 
statement finalising the deal is 
expected within the next few 


First Choice announced last 


BIT NIGEL COPE 
Associate City Editor 

week that it was in preliminary 
merger talks. Attention then 
focused on Airtours and 
PreussagofGermanxanditis 
possible that these companies 
could yet enter the fray with a 
hostile bid. 

The new group would be 
called Ehoni Holdings with Ian 
Ciubb, the chief executive of 
First Choice, becoming execu- 
tive chairman. Khani’s Riccar- 


do (xtxHotti would be chief exec- 
utive. The company’s board 
would include 14 directors 
drafcm from both businesses, 
and itwould be Bsted on the Lon- 


Under die terms of the deal 
First Choke's mam brands wQl 
be retained. These indude Sov- 
ereign and Twenties, as well as 
Uhjjet and Hays & Jarvis, both 
acquired last yean 

First Choice, which is 
Britain's tfaird-biggest holiday 
compapy behind Thomson and 


Airtoars, would move into sec- 
ond position in the UK market, 
with a market share of around 
18 percent Mr Clubbsai&^We 
are delighted with the deal. We 
don't expect ary competition 
problems." 


tour operator and has built a 
reputation for providing up-mar- 
ket, kmger-haul holidays with 
margins double those on mass- 


Under the terms of the 
merger being discussed, Kuoni 


shareholders would own 53 per 
cent of the enlarged company, 
and First Choice shareholders 
4? per emit, the companies said. 

“Kuoni and First Choice 
would be a unique combination 
that would benefit shareholders, 
customers and employees of 
the two groups," said the com- 
panies in a statement The com- 
panies declined to comment on 
the implication for jobs. 

The discussions come as Eu- 
ropean tour operators pair 19 to 
increase their buying power for 


hotel accommodation and 
double up on transportation to 
and from resorts. 

First Choice owns package- 
tour companies and the Air 2000 

and Leisure International 

charter airlines. It is more than 
half way through a three-year 
reorganisation to push pre-tax 
profit to 4 per cent of sales by 
October 1999. 

First Choice had pre-tax prof- 
it of £50m t$805miin fiscal 1 KSL 
Fbr the year ended 1997, Kuoni 
had pre-tax profits of £56.6m. 


BMW tells Longbridge 
to fight Hungary for car 


ilJi 


BY MICHAEL HARRISON 
Business Editor 


THE LONGBRIDGE car plant in 
Birmingham is vying with a 
rival location in Hungary fora 
£lbn investment to bufidanew 
generation of fondly cars, BMV? 
the parent company of Rover, 
said last night 

Joachim Mflberg, the new 
chairman of BMW; confirmed 
that aid App lications had been 
made to both the British and 
Hungarian governments for the 
new model to replace the Rover 
200400 series. 

However; BMW denied that 
its final decision cm where to 
locate the new plant would be 
based on a subsidy auction. A 
decision on the state aid is ex- 
pected in file next two to three 
weeks. 

BMW submitted an applica- 
tion for around £ 20 Qm in aid to 
Stephen Byers, die Secretary of 
Stale fbr Hade and Industry 
last week. The investment is 
vital to thejong-term survival 
ofLongbridge. Hit is chosen for 
the newmodeLit would secure 
15,000 jobs direct and could 
provide the springboard for a 
doubling of Rover's UK pro- 
duction from 450,000 cars to 
around one million fay 2004-05. 
BMW has plans to buM a range 
of cars from family saloons to 
utility vehicles based on a sin- 
gle platform. 

Speaking last night at the 
Geneva Motor Shout, Mr Mil- 
berg confinned there would be 
a replacement for the 200/400 
series, saying BMW had decid- 
ed that it wotddTexnainin every 
sector of the car market where 
it currently has models. But he 
said no decision had been taken 
on the location of the 
investment, 

A Rover spokesman added: 



BMW’s 328CI Coupe, based on the new 3 series, on display on press day at the Geneva car show yesterday. The 
annual car show wfll open its doors to the public tomorrow Pascal VoleryfReuters 


“In the end, the BMW invest- 
ments a lot of money and they 
must decide which country 
offers the best value for share- 
holders." 

Apart from the subsidies 
available, BMW wiD also take 
into account productivity tar- 


ity levels, he added. 

Mr Byers insisted yesterday 
that there was “no question of 
the Government just bailing 
out any fafi n rg or ajfin g faidns - 
fry". But he added: “What we 


are prepared to do is to look at 
financial support which meets 
three key criteria: one, to raise 
the skills level (rf people work- 
ing; two, to improve productive 
ity, and three, to secure a 
subs tantial investment from 

BMW itsett” 

The chairman of Porsche, 
Wendehn Wiedekmg, said he 
would complain to Brussels 
about the aid to Rover this 
week. He is writing to the Eu- 
ropean Competition Commis- 
sioner, Karel Van Miert 


demanding that any plans by 
the UK to subsidise Rover 
should be stopped. Mr Wiedek- 
ing said to offer “such a gift" 
amounted to unfair competition. 
“I cannot just stand by and ig- 
nore thata subsidy will be given 
- this practice should stop." 

Rover has already an- 
nounced SyiOO job losses as part 
of a plan to boost productivity 
and achieve savings of £150m a 
year But the new BMW chair- 
man will want to extract farther 
efficiency gains if the balance is 


to swing in favour of Long- 
bridge, rathe: than Hungary 

A Rover spokesman said: 
“We are aware of the conditions 
they want us to meet for the in- 
vestment, which includes the 
higher productivity and we 
have been making great steps 
towards that. 

“Obviously the fact that we 
have put in for a grant from the 
Government shows that we 
now have a project and we 


bridge.' 


THE BATTLE for Albright & 
Wilson, the chemicals group, 
warmed up yesterday when the 
French company Rhodia said it 
might trump a £4 08m cash offer 
from its US rival Albemarle. 

Rhodia, majority-owned by 
drug company Rhone-Poulenc. 
revealed that it had held pre- 
liminary talks with A&W and 
was “reviewing its options". 

Sources dose to the company 
said the Rhodia management 
was in talks with its bankers on 
whether to outbid Albemarle's 
offer for A&W the UK’s largest 
producer of chemicals for de- 
tergents and carbonated drinks. 
“The Albemarle offer is not the 
end game - there are other 
people interested in this com- 
pany" a source said. 

The statement by Rhodia, a 
leading producer of fine chem- 
icals with sales of over 5.5bn 
euros (£&3bn), was triggered by 
Monday's bid by Albemarle. 
The US speciality chemicals 
company's 130p-«-sbare hid was 
recommended by A&W’s board 
but not accepted by Phillips & 
Drew, the largest shareholder 

P&D, which has a 24 per 
cent stake, held out for a higher 
bid, followed by another fand 
manager; M&G, which owns 5 
percent of A&W However Mer- 
cury Asset Management, 
A&W’s second-largest share- 
holder accepted the offer and 
sold most of its 12 per cent 
stake to Albemarle 

City analysts predicted that 
other firms could enter the bid 
bailie after today’s A&W results. 


ALBRIGHT & WILSON 

Tf 


Allied Zurich hit 
by asbestos costs 


London Stock Exchange 
to open one hour earlier 


ZURICH FINANCIAL Services, 


formed out of the $18.7bn 
X£LL 6 bn) merger between 
Zurich Insurance and BAT 
Inctetries’ insuranreopeKrfiaffi 
last year; ye^erdaywftned the 
escalating rests erf settfing as- 
bestos darsms as it raised its es- 
timate of the cost of integrating 


News of fiie higher charge 
caught the City unawares. 
Shares in Allied Zurich, tiie UK 
quoted arm of the group* M I3p 
to 900p, while Zurich Allied fell 
SfirfStoSfrm 
Andrew Ritchie, insurance 


By Andrew Garfield 
F inancial Editor 

$800m - is a result of the new 
management's decision to set 
aside farther reserves at Eagle 
Star; file UK general insurer; to 
cover potential asbestos and 
pollution-related claims follow- 
ing costly settlements in the 
UK and US over the past yean 
That is on top of the $750m 
that was added to Eagle Star 
reserves when the merger was 


THE LONDON Stock Exchange 
plans to open an hour earlier as 
part of a move to harmonise 
trading hours across European 


Undo* proposals put forward 
by the London Exchange yes- 
terday, the stock market would 
open far trade at 8 am, rather 
than the current 9am, and 
would continue to close at 
4J0pm. 


“It is a nasty surprise.” But he 
printed out that, having taken 
the hit, the group is unlikely to 
have to do so again. 

The bulk of yesterday's in- 
creased merger charge -about 


conser v ative Swiss perorisioDing 
policy: The move has doubled 
non-fi fe technical reserves to 
$L 6 bn. Most of the claims’ 


years or mare. 

As with most UK insurers, 
Eagle star had been less 
conservative about provisioning 
than European competitors. 


Stock Exchange, which last 
year announced pfans to Bnk up 
with its counterpart in Frank- 
furt, said the decision was part 
of the wider London-FranMurt 
push for a pan-European 
exchange. 

In a statement with 
Deutsche Btirse, its Frankfurt 
partner; the London Stock 
Exchange said: “Tbday’s pro- 
posals are one farther Jink in the 


By lea Paterson 

chain leading to our goal of bar- 
rier-free trading in Europe." 

Deutsche Btirse said it 
intended to synchronise its 
trading day with the preposed 
London hours by opening 30 
minutes later than at present 
and closing 30 minutes later 
The proposed London 
changes, which are expected to 
come into force later this yeaq 
are the second set of alter- 
ations in less than a yean 
Last summer the opening 
time was moved from 8 J 0 am to 
9am in an attempt to curt 
volatility in share prices earty in 
the morning caused by low 
trading volumes. 


market liquidity had improved 


He said: “Analysis of the order 
book does vary from day to 
day, but overall, liquidity is 
much better particularly at 
open and dose." 

The pgrehangg; also plans to 
scrap the maximum limi t on 
sizes of trade and to consult on 


Exchange said that although 
volatility would be monitored 
under the new (raring hours. 


These include using auc- 
tions at market opening and 
dose as well as during the trad- 
ing day extending the elec- 
tronic order book to mid-cap 
stocks, and shortening the set- 
tlement cyde. 

The Londoa/Frankfort move 
Allows recedinrications by the 

Newark Stock Exchange that 
it would open earfier in order to 
trade European stocks, a likely 
first step towards round the 
dock trading 


They said the figures should 
confirm the UK group's contin- 
uing problems with the down- 
turn in chemical markets and 
the strength of the pound, and 
flush out other bidders. 

The US group FMC and a pri- 
vate UK ampai^ backed by the 
venture capitalists CVC are 
believed to have approached 
A&W in the past few months. 

Industry experts said the 
Albemarle offer undervalued 
the UK company and predicted 
the final bid price could rise to 
uptol50p,“Ithmkinaweekyou 
are likely to see a bid north of 
I40p per share,” an analyst said 

Shares in A&W which 
slumped as sales were hit by 
tough chemical markets, rose 
yesterday by 105p to I40p. 


m uniKi 1* 11 ; 1 a&’i’pj ;< w 
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FOOTSIE made modest headway 
during Chancellor Gordon Brown's 
Budget speedL It stood 125 prints 
higher when he started and was up 
285 at 6237.7 at the dose, shartiy 
before he finished. Supporting in- 
dices were firm. 

WPEJ the advertising group, rose 
on speculative demand and positive 
stockbroker comment Dixons went 
to a 1^68p peak on the British Re- 
tail Consortium’s upbeat comments 
on frWhif’al and file Budget 
“computers for all" initiative. Derek 
fain, page IT 


DESPITE WEAKNESS among 

hi-tech shares, the Dow Jones 
hidwr recovered from early 


9.796J5. The supporting 
Standard & Poor’s 500 index was 
10.69 higher at 1,293-42. 


the warning from Advance Micro 

Devices that its first quarter 

figures would be heavily m the 


were hit, with Inte l and Co mpaq 
Computer under pressure. 




SONY led Japanese stocks higher 
after it announced details of a 
major restructuring initiative. The 
electronics giant closed up by al- . 
most 9 per rent, helping to take the 
Nikkei 225 stock index up by 327.65 
points to 15,096.70. 

This was the first time the 
Nikkei bad dosed above 15,000 
since 27 November last year 
“It's a combination of themes - re- 
structuring, a lower yen and lower 
interest rates - that have made the 
market start to look very interest- 
ing,” said one analyst 


STOCKS dosed sharply higher, 
with sentiment boosted fay {dans 
by Microsoft to co-operate with 
Hongkong Telecom. 

The Hang Seng share index 
finished op 268J96 prints, or 2.62 
per cent at l(k53&95, just off its 
day’s, hlghs. 

Hongkong Telecom was 
among the most actively traded 
stocks. The telecoms group an- 
nounced that it planned to devel- 
op electronic shopping and 
video-on-demand services with 
the computer giant Microsoft. 


FRENCH SHARES faded after a 
bright opening. The CAC-40 index 
fell 26.65 points to 4,149.32. The 
market seems to run into deter- 
mined resistance every time the 
index approaches 4^00. Frederic 
Sauvegrain at the Oddo brokerage 
house said: “We have hit that range 
around four times since the begin- 
ning of the year but we cannot 
seem to go past it" 

The early advance was inspired 
by strong corporate earnings and 
the upbeat overnight Tbkyo perfor- 
mance. 
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Merger rumour 
lifts cable groups 


RUMOURS OF a big merger 
often occupy the stock market 
on Budget Day So perhaps it 
^not surprising that Gorton 
Brown's latest offering had to 

contend with stories ofammor 
telecoms get-together 
Cable groups Telewest 
Communications and Cable 


Market 

report 


were said to be copying up to 
each other and, claimed the 
more optimistic souls, could 
be near to agreeing terms. 

. It was enough to lift C&WC 
23p (after 3$p) to 735p and 
IWewest &25p to276p. TracBng 
in both was brisk; a 
few shares could claim 

With most investors sit- 
ting on the sidelines, it is 
often suggested that the tra- 
ditional Budget Day rumour 
is nothing more than the in- 
vention of bored minH<? as 
dealers seek to avoid dozing 
off or; more realistically, seek 
to drum up a little business. 

The Tele/Cable suggestion 
fell on fertile ground More 
mega-deals are expected in the 
high-flying telecom industry 
and an £i8bn tie-up would not 
cause many bells to ring. 

Still, any merger would 
need the blessing erf the Cable 
& Wireless telecoms group, 
down 6.5p to 850p, which em- 
braces 53 per cent of C&WC. 

But the deal would, hxfi- 


THE MARKET’S love affair 
with anything related to 
the Internet is underlined 
by the breathless display 
of Sports Internet 
On the second day of 
trading the shares surged 
26.5p (after 50p) to l55p; 
they had arrived on the 
market at 55-5p. The 
company is highly 
ambitious, but it is still 
very much a blue-sky 
venture. It is looking for 
sports operations with 
Internet links, but it will 
have to run hard to justify 
its capitalisation of 
£HUm. 



reedy, lead to C&WC obtaining 
fbotsie membership, an 
achievement it is denied be- 
cause of Fbotsie constituent 
C&Ws controlling stake, which 
would be dihited by a merger 

Anticipating the signalled 
Interchanges also occupied 
the market Tomkins, the 
buns-to-guns conglomerate, 
appeared doomed to relega- 
tion into the mid cap index, a 
drop which only months ago 
would have been unthinkable. 

Williams, which dawed its 
way back after being forced 
out by the emergence of Cen- 
trica two years ago, looks to 
be another casualty. 

Energis, available for in- 
duston after National Grid cut 
its stake to below 50 per cent, 
and Sooth African Brew- 
eries look certainties far ad- 


Name Turnover (£) 

^ boa (troop (F) t^ibn (i.ittbn) 
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2570m (5.72Tm) 
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005Bm(0053m) 
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4356m (306. *n) 


Derek 

Pain 

mission into the charmed 
Fbotsie cirde. Kmap J the pub- 
lisher; and Misys, the com- 
puter group, are also set for 
inclusion, with GaHaher and 
Safeway in danger 

There was considerable 
jocfaejtogfarpoeifioncn tfaem - 
dercard. Scapa, due to foil out 
erf the mid cap index, rose 7.5p- 
to I08p as some institutions 
picked up shares and annfogr 
withdrew a buy ordec appar- 
ently taking the view that, with 
Albright &WDsou destined to 
disappear in exchange for 
cash, it needed to retain expo- 
sure to the chemical industiy 
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Albright rose I0.5p to I40p 
as speculation mounted of a 
counter-offer Some houses 
expect a 180p strike. 

Albright, if briefly, and 
Wkste Recycling are others 
due for mid cap admission. 
Corporate Services, the re- 
cruitment and training group, 
which blotted its copybook 
on Monday with a profits 
warning, fell a further 25p to 
88p, ensuing its removal. 

United News & Media 

was Kttte changed at 6CL5p fol- 
lowing reports that it intend- 
ed to bid for Barbour Index, 
up 7.5p to 302£p. 

At one time Footsie was up 
78.5 points, encouraged by a 
Tokyo index above WOO for 
the first time since November 
When the Chancellor started 
to speak it was 12.9 higher It 
rose a further 16 to dose at 
6,237.7 while he was on his 
feet Supporting indices again 
moved ahead. 

Even on Budget Day prof- 
it warnings Sow. Building ma- 
terials group Caradon fell 9p 
to 140p; engineer BuDough 8p 


COMPANY RESULTS 

"Pre-tax (£) EPS 


16* On (158 An) 
3.49m (332m) 
•73m (-&2mj 
-134.1m (1290m) 
43im (3 Jim) 
530m (5.42m) 
177001 (1388m) 
4.002011 HI 826 m) 
li.8n (9 7ml 
.1733m i-9J6rn) 

1 00*m (2 033m) 
4) 305m (0 013m) 
6.8m (58m) 
2J3m (2H7m) 
21.7m (213m) 
0641m (0353m) 
122m (124m) 
145m (12.61m) 
49.5m (43.10) 
I4j9m (122m) 
443o (BAn) 
41270 (38.05m) 
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726? o a -®n 
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13350(1 0.41 p) 

-180c (-1000 
•M5P (938pj 
4350(0.6^4 
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7.41p(7O50) 
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11390 (9.7B» 

11310(10*00) 

1740(0380 
1S5o dOlP) 
175o (24 4p) 


to 69.5p and Geo Interactive 
Medial to 49p.Safestore, off 
95p to 4L5p after a warning, 
would probably have fallen 
Anther if Safeland had not lift- 
ed Its holding to 6.7 per cent 
Hays, the business sup- 
port group, improved I8.75p to 

695 .5p after CSFB moved its 
stance to buy; health group 
Nycomed Amersham im- 
proved I4p to 474p following 
BT AlexJBrown support 
Great Universal Stores lost 
34p to 7S2p as CSFB puta sell 
sign over the shares. 

Hunting put on 8J>p to 
I30p after riinrhing a £5Gm 
Ministry of Defence contract 
for a mobile biological detec- 
tion system- • • 

Advertising group WPP 
rose 21.75p to 54&5p, with a 
weighty research note from 
WfestLB Panmure and a hint 
of speculative interest pro- 
viding the spur Talk of profit 
down grading s hit Arcadia, o ff 
13.Sp to 204p, and the British 
Retafl Consortium's negative 
survey on clothing sales left 
Next off 5p at 733p. However 
die survey's confident out- 
look for electrical sales, plus 
the Budget computers-for-afl 
dedaraHo p, plnggpH Dixons 
into a50pgain to l^68ft yet an- 
other peak. 

■ Itatiow (Ml duly produced 
an upbeat statement about its 


DRS DATA & Research 
finned L75p to I3.75p as 

the mark e t r naliiimt that 

its £4L2m cash and near- 
cash was around the same 
as its capitalisation. 

The optical scanner 
group provided further 
encouragement for its 
hard-pressed 
shareholders by slicing 
losses from £826,000 to 
£26,000. The shares have 
suffered an appalling run 
as profits were 
transformed into losses. 
They were at one time 
120p. In Angust the price 
was down to 10p. 


Egyptian operations but with 
many investors still seeking 
details of any Bangladesh de- 
velopment-fed 10p-to4&5p. 
Cambridge Mineral Re- 
sources held at 5i5p after it re- 
ported “encouraging” results 
from its prospects in the Falk- 
land Islands with “visible gold” 
recovered from three areas. 

Metal Bulletin, where 
iftmap has more than 20 per 
cent improved 25p to t350p. 
It reported profits op from 
£5.9m to £68m and forecast a 
“number of infill acquisitions”. 

London Forfeiting, the 
trade finance group hit hard 
by the turmoil in Asia, put on 
13p to 6A5p on vague talk of 
an American strike. 

SEAQ VOLUME: 9923 iraffion 
SEAQ TRADES: 83^69 
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City chokes on BAT’s 
profit fall and warning 


BRITISH AMERICAN Tobacco, 
fee world’s second-largest cig- 
arette maker, yesterday sur- 
prised the market with a drop 
in 1998 profits and a warning 
over trading in fee first part of 
this year 

The producer of Lucky 
Strike cigarettes said tough 
conditions in Asia, Brazil and 
the US - three key markets - 
wiS slash operating profits in 
the first quarter of 1999. The 
warning caused a drop in BAT’S 
shares, which by 23 per cent to 
557Jjp. 

Maf -t i n B r r wghfrtn, fl y chair . 

man a dmitted that the eco- 
nomic troubles in Asia and 
Brazil hampered sales in the 
last part of 1998 and were like- 
ly to continue in foe first quar- 
ter The emerging market woes 
were compounded by a fierce 
price war in the US market 
where Brown & Williamson, 
BAT'S American subsidiary, 
has a share of around 15 per 
cent “The reality is that oper- 
ating profit is unlikely to maioh 
the same period last yean" 
when BAT posted a £37&m 
result said Mr Broughton. 

Eis comments came as BAX 
which last year agreed to buy 
rival group Ro thmans for 
£4.6bn, unveiled a 16 per cent 
drop in 1998 pre-tax profits to 
£738m on sales down by L7per 


By Francesco guerrera 

cent to £L4j6bu. The figures, the 
first since the demerger of its 
Allied Zurich insurance opera- 
tions, were hit badly by the cost 
Of settling tnhapm Kti gatioy i in 
the US; BAT h ad to pay £6l3m 
as part of the settlement of the 
landmark Medicaid 
between cigarette manufac- 
turers and US states. 

The spectre of hefty legal 
costs is the main w or r y for 
BAT’s investors. US manufac- 
turers will have to pay more 
than $200bn (£125bnj in the 
next 25 years to compensate 
smokers in the Medicaid case 
alone, and BAT is likely to be 
one of the main contributors. 
Next yean the company is ex- 
pecting a $lbn legal ML 

Supporters claim foe settle- 
ment erf the US case is positive 
for the shares as it removes a 

major uncertainty. “We believe 

the litigation scene is much 
less daunting than it was a 
year ago,” Michael Prideaux, a 
BAT dfrectaq said. But foe com- 
pany is still involved in more 
than 600 cases, including a po- 
tentially large health insurers’ 
sutt opening mQhw this month. 
An analyst said: “The outcome 
of legal cases will be the domi- 
nant element for the shares for 
years to coma” 


Martec value: £6.6bn. share price 5ft5p f-27.5p> 


Trading record 

Full year to December 

Turnover (£bn) 
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On the trading side, BAT'S 
ac nrisMca (rf Rothmans should 
boost the group’s European 
presence and help it diversify 
away from the mature US mar- 
ket The acquisition, set to gen- 
erate a £5bn goodwill tail, win 
help to cushion the peaks and 
troughs of cigarette in 

wnwgrngmatta ti; 

However some analysts are 
sceptical about a near-term 


turnaround and were down- 
grading 1999 earnings. “It's 
dearty going to take a year or 
two for their earnings growth 
to get bade on track.” said one. 

After yesterday’s events, the 
shares trade on around 11 
times 1999 earnings -a justified 
discount to UK producers such 
as Gallaher and Imperial 
Tbbacco, given their more lim- 
ited exposure to litigation. 


BBA engineers strong growth rate 


BBA, the engineering group, is 
expecting growth to accelerate 
in the coming year as foe ben- 
efits of heavy investment and 
acquisitions feed through. 

Roberto Quarta, chief exec- 
utive, expects BBA to report 
organic revenue growth of 6 per 
cent in 1999, compared to a 
rate ofabou£5 percent lastyeac 
He expects the non-woven fab- 
rics division, which supplies the 
material used in sanitary towels 
and babies’ nappies, to lead the 
way with growth of 7 per cent 
The aviation unit; which services 
corpo r a te jets and small airmaft. 
is hkely to expand by 6 per cent 

This upbeat outlook follows a 
year in which BBA shrugged off 
foe Asia crisis and worldwide 
economic slowdown to report a 
7 per cent jump in underlying 


Wedgwood 
hit by 
Asia crisis 


WATERFORD WEDGWOOD, foe 
Irish glass and chmaware group, 
announced fla t annu al pre-tax 
profits yesterday as the Asian 
economic crisis hit TOsdgwood 
china results. 

But the company said its 
restructuring, a healthy perfor- 
mance at^ WSaterford crystal and 
growth potential at Rosenthal, 
foe newly-acquired German 
china makm; meant it was well 
positioned for future growth. 

‘Assuming the world of the 
next century builds on the aspi- 
rations trf tiie last, we look for- 
ward to increased prosperity in 
the years ahead,” said Tbny 
O'Reilly, the chairman. Dr 
O'Reilty is also chairman of 
Independent Newspapers, pub- 
Hshers of The Independent 

Last year Waterford Wtedg- 
wood made pretax profits before 
exceptional items of Ir£40.2m, 
up from Ir£40m a year earlier; 
on group sales of Ir£575.3ni, 1 
up by 37.9 per cent, including 
Rosenthal 


by Peter Thal Larsen 

pre-tax profits to £165.1in. “In 
the light of general economic 
conditions it’s a solid perfor- 
mance,” said Mr Quarts. 

BBA again improved its op- 
erating margins from continu- 
ing operations by almost a foil 
point to 1A6 per cent Operating 
cashflow was strong at more 
than £200m, helping to fund a 60 
per cent increase in ca pital 
spending to £HHL9m. 

BBA is targeting expansion 
into new markets. On Monday 
it announced a £3lm investment 
to build a factory in China to sup- 
ply absorbent materials for san- 
itary towels. The friction 
materials division - mainly pro- 
during brake pads- is builfong 
US share while shifting from the 



Roberto Quarta: Could 
spend another £3 00m 

competitive business of sup- 
plying manufacturers to the 
more lucrative aftermarket 
. Mr Quarta said the current 
yearwouldbe used to integrate 


Green light for 
Laing rail stake 


JOHN LAING. the construction 
group, was yesterday given the 
green light to raise its stake in 
Chfitern Railways from 26 to M 
percent 

Under the deal approved by 
John O'Brien, foe franchising (S- 
rector passengers will receive 
benefits worth £L5m^ -less than 
half the £3.43m in windfalls five 
of its directors win receive. 

Rassengergroups had called 
for the deal to be blocked after 
figures showed that Chfitern, 
which runs from London’s 
Maiylebone to Bucking- 
hamshire, Oxfordshire and 
Birmingham, had the seventh- 
worst punctuality reoordin 199k 

Mr O’Brien said the takeover 
was in the best interests of 
passengers as it “includes 
strong incentives to im prove 
performance, moves towards 
integrated transport and a 
greats* voice for passengers”. 

Under a new punctuality 
regime Chfitam will pay £200 for 
every train more than 20 min- 


BY PHILIP THORNTON 
Transport Correspondent 

utes late, £250 for trains that are 
hatfaithour late or part-can- 
celled, and £300 for a cancelled 
service, although the penalties 
will only kick in after a bendi- 
mark of £30,000 has been hit 

Other measures indude free 
travel on sane buses, cheaper 
famOy tickets, better station se- 
curity and comfort and greater 
priority for travellers with dis- 
abilities. John Reid, the Trans- 
port Minister; welcomed the 
punctuality targets as “a dear 
indication of foe way forward". 

Under foe £6m deal, manag- 
ing (Erector Adrian Shooter sees 
his 17 per cent stake rise in value 
from £50,000 to He is sell- 1 

mg baft his stake, netting 1 
£824,000, as is marketing direc- 
tor Alex Ttirnerand production 
director Owen Edgington. 
Finance director Tony Allen 
gets £544,000, and chairman Sir 

Richard Moris £412,000. 


acquisitions and focus on capi- 
tal spending, in the past year 
BBA spent £338m on deals, 
most tf them bott-on buys far the 
aviation division. Mr Quarta 
said that with borrowings at 
around £300xn BBA could com- 
fortabty afford to spend anoth- 
er £300m on acquisitions. 

The market took the results 
in its stride, tearing BBA shares 
-which have risen by more than 
70 per cent in the past six 
months- down just 45p at 442p. 
Analysts plan to leave profit 
forecasts unchanged at around 
£L79m. *Tq the long term they're 
a very solid buy. Management 
have a clear strategy and are 
very good at executing it,” said 
Mackte, engineering analyst 
at Credit Lyonnais Laing. “T5ut 
foe shares are up with events." 


BT' ANDREW VERITY 


INDEPENDENT Insurance yes - 
terday won back its reputation 
as the darling of fee general 
insurance sector when it 
announced profits up by 22 per 
cent in 1998, one of fee toughest 
insurance years in memory. 

Unlike bigger rivals battered 
by severe weather claims. 
Independent expanded its busi- 
ness - measured by net earned 
premium - by 14 per cent to 
£392.7m. The shares jumped 12 
per cent yesterday to 280p, a 
return to favour after an 
autumn profits warning which 
saw the price drop 12 per cent. 

Shareholders were taken 
aback by the November warn- 
ing. A £15m hit for weather 
damage claims in the autumn 
was unexpected, and the group 
also recorded a £5m charge for 
an abortive diversification into 
life insurance. Most analysts 
yesterday upgraded their rec- 
ommendations from “neutral" 
to *‘bqy" as it emerged that the 
reaction to November's profits 
warning had been overdone. 

Brighter prospects in gen- 
eral insurance, caused by a 
determined hike in premium 
rates by the large insurers, 
also helped fee stock. 

Michael Bright, the chief ex- 
ecutive, has won plaudits far po- 
sitioning Independent as a 
“contracydical company" that 
bucks trends set by other in- 
surers. The insurer was found- 
ed in 1986 as part of a buy-in 
backed by 3i and Fbreign & 
Colonial. Mr Bright exited its 
personal lines business and 
concentrated on adding value, 
rather than cutting premiums, 
for commercial customers. 

The company has with- 
drawn from price-driven com- 
modity business, and won a 
loyal customer base by offering 
services such as risk manage- 
ment and health and safety to 
commercial insurance buyers. 

This “partnership approach" 
has helped the accuracy of 
Independent's underwriting. It 
has increased premiums from 
£26m 12 years ago to £550m. 

Mr Brightyesterday bought 
half a million shares, stressing 
his confidence. More than 300 
employees are nowin apositian 
to cash in shares bought as part 
of a “Share Save" scheme, split- 
ting £8m between them. 


In Brief 

De Beers shares phmge as cfffictrities 
of 1998 slash net earnings by half 

DE BEERS shares fell more than 5 per cent in Johannesburg 
yesterday after De Beers Consolidated/Centenary posted a 
greater- than -expected fall in 1998 net earnings to $817m 
(£383ml. compared wife $i.23bn. However; De Beers said the 
mood of the diamond industiy has unproved since the start of 
1999 and that the Central Selling Organisation has responded 
cautiously to this improved sentiment 

Caradon profits drop in tough market 

CARADON, fee building materials and security printing group, 
said last year’s pre-tax profits fell 11 per cent and maricets 
remain “challenging” in the UK and Europe. However, it 
expects a strong year for its North American extrusion and 
security printing divisions, which represent nearly half of 
ongoing profits. 1998 pre-tax profits were £115.lm, down from 
£l29m, on £l55bn turnover Total exceptional charges of 
£2492zn pushed the group into a pre-tax loss of £l34.lm. 

Coats sinks by 15% to £117.4m 

TEXTILES GROUP Coats Viyella said it expects the world 
market turbulence that is hitting profits to continue until the 
second half of the year. Unveiling a 15.4 per cent operating 
profit fall to £l 17.4m, Coats blamed the result on depressed 
demand for clothes, aggravated by sterling strength last year. 

Senior Engineering beats record 

SENIOR ENGINEERING, the flexonics specialists, made record 
profits of £49.5m in the year to the end of December up 14.8 
per coat and slightly ahead of City forecasts. Return on sales 
edged above 10 per cent Hie aerospace division increased 
turnover by 30 per cent 
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‘You talk about Arsenal’s defence now, but their scoring record isn’t that great. We had it at both ends ^ 

Hansen paints unblemished picture! 



THE 

BRIAN VINER 
INTERVIEW 


WHEN THE wind howls in off the 
Irish Sea, the par-four 13th hole at 
Hillside - the Southport course 
widely considered as challenging as 
its more illustrious neighbour Royal 
Birkdale - is the very definition of 
an uphill struggle. Somehow, I leave 
the green with a five to Alan 
Hansen's double-bogey six. “Class 
always tells on the hardest holes,” 
I remark flippantly, as we make our 
way to the next tee. “That must have 
been the exception,” Hansen mut- 
ters, half in banter but half in 
earnest He is a fierce competitor on 
the golf course. And he duly stuffs 
me by a margin I do not care to men- 
tion. His handicap is three, and 
with the help of his long-handled 
Odyssey putter - “I was the worst 
putter in the western world until I 
got this.” he says - he is confident 
that he can get down to one. r 
wouldn't offer odds against it 

Hansen started playing golf at the 
age of seven, as Alloa lads do. By 16. 
he had a handicap of two and 
thoughts of turning pro. In 1972, he 
was a reserve for Scottish Boys in 
a fixture against English Boys. One 
of the players on the English team 
- later, incidentally, to switch alle- 
giance to the Sccrts- was the 14-year- 
old prodigy Sandy Lyle. So Hanserr 
was on teeing-up terms with the best 
young golfers In the land. He was 
also in the Scottish volleyball squad. 
And he was a talented squash play- 
er; once hammering the Scottish ju- 
nior champion by three games to 
one. 

When sporting skills were hand- 
ed out, Hansen jumped the queue. 
Infect the rest of us must have been 
queuing in the wrong place. If there 
were any justice at aH, he would at 
least have buck teeto or a cauliflower 
ear. But the cruellest nickname 
anyone has managed to think up for 
Hansen is Captain Scarlet and 
that’s because the scourge of the 
Mysterons was plastic and. there- 
fore, unblemished Actually, Hansen 
does have a blemish, a long vertical 
scar on his forehead. Wearily, I wait 
for him to tell me that it marks a 
wound sustained in some heroic 
sporting encounter, but the banal 
truth is that during a volleyball 
tournament when he was 17, he 
walked through a glass door He sued 
the education authority and. as has 
generally been his wont. won. 

At 17. having reluctantly accept- 
ed that he was not quite good 
enough to cut it in professional golf, 
Hansen planned to read history at 
Aberdeen University. But then 
someone suggested that he become 
a PE teacher However, the PE col- 
lege. JordanhilL had a policy of ac- 
cepting only one applicant per 
school, and someone else from 



Sitting comfortably; ‘Once Fd turned 30, if I played 18 holes on Wednesday, I always knew it training on Thursday/ says Alan Hansen 


Mirror 


Hansen's school got the nod “That 
was when I decided to concentrate 
on football,” he says. 

Ob yes, footbalL Hansen had al- 
ready been wooed by 10 dubs, but 
told them he wanted to concen- 
trate on golf In the end, the Jor- 
danhvU reject joined Partick Thistle, 
where his elder brother John was on 
the books, and spent four years 
there gradually making his name as 
a classy centre-back. He didn’t for- 
sake golf, though, and one memo- 
rable Saturday played in a monthly 
medal in the morning and against 
Kilmarnock in the afternoon. At 
Liverpool it was a different story. Bill 
Shanldy had always believed that 
golf was bad for his players' knees, 
and his successor Bob Paisley reck- 
oned it tired than out “He was right, 
too,” says Hansen. “Once I turned 
30, if I played 18 holes on a Wednes- 
day, I always knew it in training on 
a Thursday." 

In May 1977, Paisley paid £100.000 

- bow quaint that figure sounds now 

- to take Hansen to Liverpool He 
stayed at Anfield for the next 14 


years, scandalously winning only 26 
caps for Scotland, yet collecting 17 
major medals for Liverpool 117 ma- 
jors, he happily points out equals the 
tally of his hero Jack Nicklaus) and 
becoming a linchpin in what 
amounted to four different Liverpool 
sides. The best of them, Hansen 


Liverpool sides that won doubles and 
trebles. In 1989, six weeks before we 
won the double, I said to Kenny 
Dalglish that it was the worst Liv- 
erpool team Td ever played in. So 
maybe Tm not a very good judge" 
He is certainly green to rash pre- 
dictions, famously inspiring a 


If ever there was a good judge of 
footballers, by contrast, it was Bob 
Paisley, the quiet, self-effacing 
Geordie who, according to Hansen, 
was utterly ruthless dealing with his 
players. Indeed, while the likes of 
Jimmy Case and Graeme Souness 
were not best known for shouting 


T hear things about different philosophies and it's mostly a lot of tosh. People 
saying ,l the way the game should be played That's the worst saying in football. 
You win the game, then worry about the way it should be played' 


reckons, was the 1977-1981 team, 
usually comprising Clemence, Neal, 
Kennedy (AX Thompson, Hansen, 
Kennedy (R), Dalglish, Case, John- 
son. McDermott, Souness. 

“In the 1978-79 season,” he recalls, 
“we scored 85 goals and conceded 
16. That will never be beaten. "Vbu 
talk about Arsenal's defence now, but 
their scoring record is not so great 
We had it at both ends. Yet that team 
only won the championship twice. I 
say ‘only,’ because l played in other 


T-shirt slogan popular at Old Traf- 
ford with his assertion, in what was 
to be Manchester United’s double- 
winning season of 1995-96, that “you 
can’t win anything with kids". 
Gamely, Hansen gives a few more 
examples of getting it embarrass- 
ingly wrong. “Shortly after Ian Rush 
joined Liverpool I said to a friend, *he 
can’t head it, and he hasn't got a left 
foot or a right foot'. Five years later, 
he'd broken every goalscoring 
record there was." 


“three hurrahs for the jolly old 
oppo" before or even after a match, 
they would not, under Paisley have 
dared wind up an apposing player by 
showing their backsides and yelling 
“come on, give it me up the arse". 
Still, on a perhaps more significant 
note, Hansen reckons that the mis- 
creant Robbie Fbwleris better than 
any Liverpool player he has ever 
seen at creating that all-important 
yard of space in the penalty area. 
“Rush and Dalglish were masters at 


it Ray Kennedy was sensational for 
a big guy. But Fbwler is the best" 
Fowler; though, has the benefitof 
playing in front of a noisSty supportive 
Anfield crowd. Not so Hansen for 
much of his career “Under Bob Pais- 
ley. if a player showed signs of com- 
placency, he was out. It was all over 
for him. But the crowd, the crowd 
was blas£. The Liverpool crowd at 
that time was the quietest of tiie lot 
They were spoilt They only went off 
their beads if there was a chance we 
were going to get beaten. We'd 
come off after a 2-0 win and it wasn’t 
enough. Now it’s different They 
are hungry again, and if Liverpool 
won the championship now they 
would go berserk. I went to the 4-2 
Newcastle game this season and the 
atmosphere was sensational. Wfe 
never had that" 

The ingrates on the Kop owed 
much to the formidable defensive 
partnership of Hansen and Phil 
Thompson, now the Liverpool as- 
sistant manager: “It was like telepa- 
thy. Neither of us could head it, 
neither of us could tackle, my mis- 


sus was quicker than be was, but we. 
did alright Paisley's philosophy was = 
simple. Strengths and weaknesses, 

\Ve pigyed to our strengths and es- .V 
ploited’ their weaknesses. Now-I.V. 
hear things about different phfloso-:. 
phies and it's mostly a lot of tosh.*. v 
hear people saying ’the way.tter 
game should be played 1 . Rubbish.. . 
That's the worst saying in footbalL .<•_ . 
you win the gome, then worry about- • 
the way it should be played," . V 

Bv now we are approaching HIB-- 
gide’s 17th green, which tops an 
enormous sand hill- Hansen has hit ■ • 
3 towering approach shot to within - 
eight feet Heaven knows where 
my ball has got to. The wind-dull fees 
toe meanwhile, would hare Sir Ran* : v. 
ulph Fiennes scampering for the 
clubhouse- But my playing partner 
has reached boiling point. . 

“It's absolute folly" be continues^ 
“to say ‘here arc the tactics, now M's 
look at the players’. You look at your 
plqyers. then decide your tactic* ; 
Take the sweeper system. In the- '< 
Eighties everyone was sayingtbat 
you can't win the World Cup without 
a sweeper. Then Brazil in 1994, and; -.. 
France in 1998. win it with a flat back 
four, so where does that leave us? ; 

“In 1982 we tried it for four games ••• 
aV Liverpool with me as svreepecJ 
could give you a day-long seminar 
on the sweeper system, but on the 
pitch we couldn’t do it. We didn't 
know when to come or when to stay 
We had problems with marking. In 
the end. Joe Fagan decided we . 
didn't have time to mess about with M 
it Quit while you're losing, that’s an- - 
other important lesson." 

Hansen has always been opin- / 
ionated about footbalL And when a ' 
knee injury forced him to stop play-. . . 
ing, he was the obvious candidate to 
roach Liverpool reserves. Then his • 
dose friend Kenny Dalglish- his reg- r 
uiar golf partner at HiUside - quitas 
manager. “He'd tried to call me 
twice the day before, but I was out," " . 
recalls Hansen, “so 1 didn't find out 
until training the next morning. 
Was I surprised? Christ, yes.” 

A lot of smart money went on 
Hansen to succeed Danish, but he 
claims that management never at- " 
tracted him. “Dalglish and Souness 
^live.apd breathe fiiotibali in away that 
I never have,” he says. “There 
again, in my last season as captain, 

I wasn't getting any sleep at night, . 
worrying about three points here 
and three points there. And at 2.15 
on a Saturday I used to go back and 
forth to the toilet 45 times. So I knew 
management wasn't for me” 

Instead, he joined Sky as a pun- 
dit moving to Radio 5 Live, and then 
to Match of the Day , where he has . . 
become part of the furniture (his fel- 
low piece of furniture, Des Lynam, 
he ventures, is to television whatliw- 
erpool circa 1978 were to football). 
Moreover; he is blossoming as a pre- 
senter. Next Tuesday he fronts a - 
BBC I programme called The fbot- 
batl Millionaires, and soon after- * . 
wards is back presenting The Magic . . . 
of the Masters, for which he inter- - 
viewed Jack Nicklaus and Seve 
Ballesteros, as well as his boyhood 
foe Sandy Lyle. Last yean he went • - 
to the Masters for the first time, and 
entered the traditional post -tour- 
nament ballot which entities a lucky 
few from the media to take an the -' 
mighty Augusta National. Sadly he 
wasn’t chosen. With his beloved new 7 
Odyss^putterwrakingwdl,itm^it 
have been an interesting contest 



Addison depends on principles 


Colin Addison stands in front of a mural depicting Scarborough’s 
promotion to the Football League in 19ST Simon WDkinson 


COLIN ADDISON flicked through 
the yellowing pages of the Newcas- 
tle United programme on his desk 
until he came to the pen pictures. 
“The manager of Hereford United is 
Mr Colin Addison, aged 31." he read 
aloud. “He is a young, progressive 
manager who has the qualifica- 
tions. drive and the determination 
of many erf the managers in the Fbot- 
baii League." 

“It’s funny" Scarborough’s new 
manager said, removing his spec- 
tacles and casting his mind back to 
the night he first tested his qualifi- 
cations. drive and determination 
against Football League opposition. 
“People tend to forget that game at 
St James’ Park. 

“They think it was a one-off game 
at Hereford. But we went up there 
one wet and windy January night, in 
front of 39 J00Q people, and came away 
with a tremendous 2-2 result In feci, 
I thought we played better that 
night, in terms of football and appli- 
cation. than we did in the replay” 

Mr Colin Addison's first success 
as a young progressive manager 
was indeed no one-off. It was a 
three-off 

The team of part-time Southern 
Leaguers be guided from both sides 
of the Edgar Street fence, as play- 
er as wefl as manager of Hereford 


The manager of the Football League's bottom dub has a keen 
sense of irony Simon Turnbull met a man who loves a challenge 


United, held Newcastle and West 
Ham to draws as well as shooting 
down the not-quite-so-mighty Mag- 
pies in the FA Cup in 1972. 

Indeed, the 2-1 third-round replay 
win at Edgar Street - Ronnie Rad- 
ford’s wonder goal, the invasion of 
the Parkas and aQ - would not have 
been possible had Addison himself 
not equalised in the original tie on 
Tyneside. 

“One of the best goals I scored in 
rqy career;” he maintained. “Never 
gets a mention. People also forget that 
after we beat Newcastle in the replay 
wedrewO-owiih West Ham four days 
later before we went out 3-1 at Upton 
Park to a Geoff Hurst hat-trick. 

“Yeah, it was a magnificent cup 
run. I mean, that Newcastle team 
wasn't a bad one, you know." 

It was good enough to beat a Man- 
chester United side featuring Best, 
Law and Charlton at Old frafford the 
following Saturday. And Addison's 
Hereford heroes were good enough 
to gain election to the Fbotball 
League at the end of that season, his 
first as a manager; and to win pro- 
motion the following year 

At 58 going on 31 a gala the im- 


possibly young looking, youthfully ex- 

uberant Addison still has his eyes 
cast upwards in the football man- 
agement game. Since responding to 
an urgent SOS call two weeks ago 
(Save Our Scarborough), he has 
been looking up at all 71 teams 
-above his from the bottom rung of 
the fbotbaQ League ladder. 

His career has come foil circle: 
from trying to get into the League 
with Hereford to dying to stay in it 
frith Scarborough. “There is an 
irony in it," he said. “But I've never 
ducked a challenge and when the call 
came, asking if 1 was interested in 
I decided to go for it 
“A lot of friends said. “What the 
hell are you going to Scarborough 
for? Td get an early holiday in? To 
do a bit of paddling?" 

“But I've come here for the chal- 
lenge. I've got dubs out of similar sit- 
uations before: Newport in the late 
Seventies and Cadiz seven or eight 
years ago. 

“It’s not as if It’s new for me. But 
this one is a big challenge. It could 
be the biggest of the lot" 

The chips are certainly down at 
the McCain Stadium. Scarborough 


are six points adrift at the foot of the 
Third Division, though with two 
games in hand of the dubs directly 
above them, Hull and HartlepooL * 

Fbr Addison, it is a coming home 
as well as a challenge. He was 
brought up in nearby York and 
launched his playing career as an 
attacking inside-forward with Vbrfc 
City. 

Be went on to make his marie in 
the old First Division with Arsenal, 
Nottingham Forest and Sheffield 
United and he has returned to North 
Yorkshire with a managerial CV 
which includes five months in the 
scorchingty hot seat at the Vicente 
Calderon. Like Arrigo Sacchi, and 
some 20 other roaches in thepast 13 
years, Addison endured an uncom- 
fortably brief working relationship 
with Jesus Gfl, the presrident-cum- 
autocrat of Atletiro Madrid. 

“It was an experience, to say the 
least," he reflected. “The man was 
completely irrational. You never 
knew what was coming next 

*T wait there as Ron Atkinson's 
assistant six games into toe 1989-90 
season took over in the January 
when Ron moved on and was sacked 


at tbe end of May. Ailetico were fourth 
bottom when we wait there and they 
were fourth top when I got the sack. 

“Wte were in the semi-final of the 
Spanish Cup - 2-0 down to Real 
Madrid from the first leg - and we 
needed three points from our last 
three league games to qualify for toe 

Uefa Cup. We could have won tbe cup. 
We could have still got into Europe. 

“But that was the man. That was 
Jesus GiL If I had been in the same 


have got a new two-year contract 
“It was very disappointing, one erf 
the biggest disappointments of my 
careen not having the chance just 
to finish off that season." 

Addison may have left unfinished 
business at the Calderon in Madrid 
but he has a mission to complete at 
the McCain m Scarborough. “Whaffe 
the difference ?' " be said, echoing toe 
question. “About 48,000 spectators.' 

“Obviously at a big club like 
Atletiro you've got money to spend. 
There’s not much to spend here, if 
any. But the principles are the same. 

“The systems, the tactics, theat- 
tihide, toe application.- They're afi 
the same, whether you're at Afleti- ■ 
ro Madrid or at Scarborough." Or 


manager at Hereford United, for that . 

matter. 
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OERIS BARTLE is never likely 
C^brgettfae tumultuous, warm 
applause that accompanied 
Ins lap of honour on Word Per- 
fect 13 at last year’s Badminton 
Horse Trials. “It was a question 
of pinching myself to main* 
sure I wasn’t dreaming,” he 
said. “Even now I have. to re- 
mind myself that it really hap- 
pened.” 

Fbrtunatety there have been 
continuing reminders, the lat- 
est of which 

cameyester- — — — 

daywhenhe tYjr 

Was nsmwi tlOTSBS CL\ 

as the Na- make you lo 
I should h 
the Yfear in hi m as thot 

the SpiHers auite tn 


be-obeyed), Chris, the third of 
the four Bartle offspring, in- 
structs in the manner of the 
nice-guy-next-door. 

The centre was started in 
1963 by the Bartles’ Belgian 
mother Nicole, who had worked 
for the Resistance during the 
Second WaridVifer “Ole’s a per- 
fectionist with an obsession for 
doing everything correctly 
which has probably rubbed off 
on me," Chris said. 

Ffk father 


* Horses are there to 
make you look an idiot. 

I should have ridden 
him as though I didn't 
quite trust him ' 


Even be- 
fore his Badminton victory 
(achieved at the mature age of 
46), Bartle was much sought 
after as instructor at theYbrk- 
shire Riding Centre, near Har- 
rogate, as dressage coach for 
the British three-day event 
team and as a visiting trainer 
in Australia, the United States 
and Hong Kong 
There is, however, nothing 
of the bustling, self-important, 
globe-trotting man-in -demand 
about him. Unlike his eldersis- 
ter, Jane Bartie-WDson (who 
has the look of onerwfao-must- 


an auction- 

re there to £5*“ 

ok an idiot, died last 

ave ridden ^ ar ' 8**® 

igh I didn't fi* 

iSt him ' ject by pay- 

ing the bills. 

Chris is 

now the 
managing director of the cen- 
tre, where he lives with his Ca- 
nadian wife. Sue (who first 
arrived there as a student in the 
1970s), and their two children. 

Riding was confined to the 
holidays while he was a 
schoolboy at Ampleforth (the 
present Cardinal Basil Hume 
was then Abbot) leaving him 
to use his own two feet when 
he represented the college in 
cross-country running. 

Latex; he graduated in eco- 
nomics at Bristol University: 
“I thought it would help me to 


Horsing around: Tve spent my life trying to avoid getting a proper job/ says Chris Bartle, the SpiHers National Personality of the Year 


find employment, but Tve 
since spent my life trying to 
avoid getting a proper job,” he 
said. 

Acconfing to Gffles RowseH, 
the chairman of the British se- 
lectors. Bartle is in tune with 
sports psychology and believes 
in bong committed to goals. He 
has spectacularly overshot a 
couple of his own goals as a 
competitor. In 1984 he had 
aimed to quality TOty Trout for 
the individual dressage final at 
the Los Angeles Olympics. 
That mission accomplished (he 
was llfh of the 12 who qualified) 


he went cm to produce an as- 
tonishingly virtuoso perfor- 
mance for a virtual new boy to 
dressage, finishing srrth - 
which is the best ever British 
placing in this discipline. 

After his return to eventing, 
he strove for years to finish 
among the 20 p rizew inn ers at 
Badnhxtan. Lakyear he would 
happily have settled fora place 
in the top 10, so there was no 
pressure on him when he com- 
pleted the dear showjum p in g 
round that was to give him vic- 
tory over Marfc Itodd. BQs pre- 
vious best place was 25th. 


Bartte had bought Word Per- 
fect with the idea of selling him 
on. Despite initial problems 
with ditches, however; the 
horse proved too good topart 
wife. “I was desperate to get 
someone to buy him who would 
let me keep fee ride;” he said. 

To this end, he took a video 
of Bl enheim (where Word Per- 
fect finished third in 1996) on 
one of his jaunts to Hong Kong. 
There the horse was sold to 
Adrian and Elaine Cantwell, 
with Bartle keeping the ride 
until after next year's Olympic 
Games in Sydney - 


The Cantw ells have since 
shared a couple of major dis- 
appointments as well as a great 
victory. In 1997, daring fee Eu- 
ropean Championships at 
BurgMey horse and rider part- 
ed company at the sixth cross- 
country fence. When dose to 
the obstacle, Wbrd Perfect had 
spotted a ditch beneath it; he 
swerved to the left in mid-air 
while the unfortunate Bartle 
wait to the right 

“Horses are there to make 
you look Eke an idiot,” a rueful 
Bartle said “It was fee sort of 
thing 'I .wpuld have half 'ex- 


pected him to do as a novice 
and I should have ridden him 
as though I didn’t quite trust 
him. Then it wouldn’t have hap- 
pened” 

Every day with horses is, he 
says, a potential disaster That 
point was also illustrated when 
Word Perfect was injured last 
August, putting paid to Bartie’s 
Indisputable Halms fora place 
on fee British team for the 
World Equestrian Games. 

And fed our hero look pret- 
ty sour after that? Not at all; 
he turned up to continue his 
coaching duties for the team 


Robert Hallnm 

i 

with a ; stoical smile and an- 
other of his pocketful of philo- 
sophical sayings: “You can 
guarantee that anybody who 
has spent a long time wife 
horses will have suffered a 
similar disappointment.” Per- 
haps we could all learn some- 
thing from that. 

SraiERS EQUESTRIAN AWARDS |de- 
dried on vdtes cost by readers of Horse 
fir Rider awl Pony magazines): National 
Persona Hr«r of die nan C Battle. In- 
Mmatkm*) Personality: M Roberts 
(US) for his contribution to horse welfare. 
Horse of die Veer: One Mon. SpiHers 
Diamond Aiearcfc R Hobson, veterinary 
surgeon. Scholarships: G Cron ton (show 
.jumping), E Chandler (horse trials) and C 
■±d monds (dressage). 


Easy for Hingis but Seles 
fails to produce her touch 


MARTINA HINGIS, the world’s 
No i , continued her carefree 
ship through the $1-3 million 
Evert Cup in Indian Wells on 
Monday by d i sm issi n g Patty 
Schnyder 6-1, 6-3, but former 
top-ranked Monica Seles sank 
to defeat 

Hingis advanced to a quar- 
ter-finals date with American 
Chanda Rubin, a 6-4, 6-4 upset 
winner over seventh seed 
Amanda Coetzer of South 
Africa. Seles was swept out of 
tta tournament by Slovakian 


PS 


third round. 

Hing is had few problems in 
beating feUow-Swiss Schnyder 
in just 54 minutes. Moving 
swiftly and counterpunching 
brilliantly against the left-han- 
der, the 18 -year-old Hingis 
forced Schnyder to go for out- 
right winners, which fee 26- 
year-old rarely made. 

Schnyder seeded 10th, made 

Sheep dressed 
up as lamb 

Sin Alan Watkins appears to 
enjoy playing Cassandra to 
what he feels are En g la n d’s 
oaovinflated rugby 
aerations, and sometimes 
not without reason, but his 
follow countrymen must be 
disconcerted to read that be 
seems to be prepared to 
abandon the land of his 
fathers in favour of a “Celtic 
Nations XV”. Perhaps he 
migh t be reminded that the 
populations of Wales and 
New Zealand are 
approximately equaL 
JIM BURROWS 
Lyme Regis, Dorset 

Sr: Prance and Whies put on 

a terrific - if naive - show of 

running rugby ® Fhns at the 

Weekend while Ireland and 

England served up some 

predictabte and fairty dull fare 

Ex35i It seems fee onty 
certainty emerging bom tins 

year’s Five Nations is that 

October’s World Cup wiUnot 

be endangered by ai^ of them- 

FRANK THOMAS, 
Chesterfield 


BY DERRICK WHYTE 

25 unforced errors against only 
13 winners. “I tried to play ag- 
gressive, it’s fee only way to 
beat her;” Schnyder said. “I 
made too many mistakes. I 
was risking too much. I was 
dominating a lot of fee points, 
but I missed when I had to go 
for a winner She was running 
down all the balls and reacting 
wefiLShe could read my game 
a little." 

Hingis, who now has a 2-1 
record against Schnyder, said 
that it was fee best she had 
played against hen 

“Reading my opponents is 
my strength,” Hingis said. 
“Most of the time that is rqy 
weapon on the court. I pretty 
much know where fee players 
want to go. That’s why Tm 
number one.” 


Confused? 
You will be 

Sir No one accused Mr Ron 
Noades of greed when he 
accepted fee exceptionally 
generous £23m offer from 
Mark Goldberg for Crystal 
Palace while stm retaining 
ownership of the ground. 

Goldberg desperately 
wanted the dub, Noades 
knew it and rightly took 
advantage. That’s good 
business. Mr Noades appears 
to be waiting in the wings to 
see if he can pick the dub up 
at a bargain price. 

Tterry Venables was the 
man Goldberg desperately 
wanted as coach. Venables 
knew it and rightly asked for 
a generous package. Mark 
Goldberg agreed. More good 
business. 

This seems to indicate 
that Mr Goldberg has more 
than a fitfle to learn from 
Messrs Noades and Vfenables 
about life in the business 
jungle formerly known as 
footbafl. 

JASON CLARK 
Carlisle 

Sir. I'm confused. According 


Two months ago Schnyder 
controversially fired her coach 
and hired the mysterious Ger- 
man nutrition guru Rainer Har- 
necker He has put her on a 
radical feet but Schnyder ad- 
mits die is not firing cm all cylin- 
ders. 

Tm less confident," said 
Schnyder who won five titles 
last year “I’ve had a hard time 
and I couldn’t concentrate fee 
way I wanted to. But I can han- 
dle fee situation better right 
now.” 

Schnyder said she believes 
her new diet, which includes 
drinking two to three litres of 
orange juice a day will make 
her abetter player in the long 
run. “Fbr sure." she said “Oth- 
erwise I wouldn't do it” 

Seles looked completely out 
of sorts agamst the 20-yeai>old 
Nagyova, a tall powerful play- 
. er who made her opponent ap- 
pear slow-footed and confused. 


Nagyova has won five titles 
in her career but had never 
beaten a top-10 player “It was 
for sure same of fee best tennis 
I have played,” the 27tb-ranked 
Nagyova said. “I played what I 
wag ft fo Wn g, bKpa nnfr hit- 
ting balls So hard, a little bit 
clever and I was mentally fit" 

Seles was making her first 
appearance at Indian Wells 
since 1992, when she won fee 
title. While she reached the 
semi-finals of fee 1999 Aus- 
tralian Open, Seles has only 
played three events this year 
and hasn’t won a title in five 
months. 

“My mind wasn’t there,” 
Seles said. “She really dkhft 
give me a chance to get intoit. 
Sty head wasn’t there, my game 
wasn’t there. I was just pushing 
fee ball back.” When asked 
why her mind wasn’t in the 
match, Seles snapped, “That’s 
for me to ponder” 



Caddie ‘Fluff’ is 
sacked by Tiger 


Martina Hingis shows her quality during the 6-1, 6-3 
win over Patty Schnyder in the Evert Cup AH sport 


Nagyova’s opponent in the 
quarter-finals will be 12 th seed 
Sandrine Tested, who beat fel- 
low Frenchwoman and eighth 
seed Nathalie Tauziat 7-6, 6-2. 

Andre Agassi, the ninth 
seed, wi thdre w from the men’s 
tournament, thg $2.45 million 
Newsweek Champions Cup, 


because of a righ t hamstring 
strain. He suffered fee injury on 
Saturday during a semi-final 
loss to Jan-Michael Gambfll in 
fee Franklin Templeton Tennis 
Classic in Scottsdale, Arizona. 


taken by “lucty loser” Fernan- 
do Meligeni of Brazil. 


THE WORLD No 1, Tiger 
Woods, has announced that he 
has sacked Mike “Fluff” Cowan 
and hired Raymond Floyd's 
former caddie, Steve williams, 
to carry his bag. 

“fluff and I have discussed 
this over the past few weeks 
and we both feel it is in our best 
interest to part ways," Woods 
said in a statement issued 
through his agent 

Woods said he appreciated 
fee support which Fluff pro- 
vided and recognised the con- 
tributions he made, “but it is 
time to move on". 

Cowan had been Woods’ cad- 
die since the three-time US 
Amateur champion turned pro- 
fessional in August 1996. 
Together; they won seven PGA 
Tour events, including the 1997 
Masters. 

The caddie change followed 
reports of a rift between Cowan 
and Woods, who had turned to 
high school friend Byron BeD to 
carry his bag during a victory 


By heron Daley 
in Clevelan d 

at San Diegio last month and at 
the recent TOjrid Match Play 
Championship. 

At the time Woods explained 
Cowarfs absence by saying that 
Bell needed to earn some 
money for medical school. 

Golf World magazine, how- 
ever, had rejwrted that Woods 
and Cowan liad a verbal alter- 
cation at fee Los Angeles Nis- 
san Open and that Wbods was 
upset that C-owan, in a recent 
Golf Digest article, had re- 
vealed the pair’s financial 
arrangement 

Williams was hired after 
Wbods' coach, Butch Harmon, 
discussed fee possibility wife 
Floyd. After getting Floyd’s 
approval Hannon talked to 
Williams, then Wbods talked to 
both Floyd and Williams before 
making it official 


Sports Letters 

Post leners to Sports Desk at I Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London El 4 5DL and include a daytime telephone num- 
ber. Faxes to 0171 293 2894 or e- mail to sport@independent.co.uk E-mail correspondents are asked to give a postal 

address. Letters may be edited for length and clarity 


to various media reports, 
Crystal Palace had debts of 
£9miHian; a more recent 
report In your newspaper put 
fee latest figure at £20m. 

I £ as claim wi, fee dub is 
showing a profit on transfers 
since Mr Goldberg’s arrival 
how can these figures be 
accurate? And if they are, 
can someone explain what 
the money was spent on? 
GERRARD FLOOD 
Parley, Surrey 


the fight- is not what I would 

have expected and certainly 

nowhere dose to the sort of 
coverage dear old Frank 
Bruno used to attract 
Could it be that because 
Lennox Lewis still talks with 

a CanufHfln accent and hasn’t 
appeared in a pantomime 
that fee British sporting 
public haven’t taken to him? 
“Hm can bet they will if he 
brings home the world title. 
JOE SIMPSON 
London 


High timfi for FA should send 

a pantomime for the doctor 

Sin This week a Briton Sin The recent problems 

fifnnflg an excellent chanrp of over Glenn Hoddle and Eevm 
winning the. undisputed K eegan led me to think about 

world heavyweight title when some more original and 
Lennox Lewis fights Evander lateral thinking approaches 
Hoiyfield But the build-up to to success in footbalL Not so 


long ago Dr Meredith BeJbin 
blew a hole in the conven- 
tional approach to man- 
agement team b uilding and 
at Henley Staff College used 
to allow fee resident staff to 
pick their best team for 

management grnngg fpifi 

then he would screen the 
■ rest using his methods and 

pick an utternaf ivn team Hifi 

team nearly always won. 

1 think it would be very 
interesting to allow fee new 
En g land manager to pick a 
squad and then allow Dr 
Belbin to chair a group of . 
new thinkers to use 
psychological, sociometric 
and biometric tests to screen 
other players, some of whom 
might not even be playing 
League football The new 
thinkers wtraM then produce 
an alternative England team 
which would train together 


before taking on the con- 
ventional side. It would be a 
fascinating expe rim ent to see 
which team won. 

A JCASTON 
Termiren, Belgium 


Stop the crocks 

Sir Once again our cricket 
selectors are in effect 
gambling hy picking players 
subject to their fitness. Surely 
the lesson must he learned: 
to contemplate entering any 
. competition wife players 
whose fitness is suspect is at 
best risfy, and, at worst, 
likety to result in failure, as 
has been shown before (in 
football as well as cricket). 

There is no fitness test that 
adequately replicates actual 
playing conffitions over a 
sustained period of com- 


petition, and to take chances 
with more than one potential 
crock beggars belief. 

It isn't just the national 
team (and its fans) that 
suffer - spare a thought for 
players omitted or over- 
looked, who miss out on fee 
chance to represent their 
country and fee associated 
rewards. How galling it must 
be if they lose out to an 
ipjury-prone player who is 
then stricken by a recurrent 
injiny So please, selectors: 
think again before picking 
those whose fitness is 
suspect. 

DAVID SHARP 
Putney, London 


Ref’s red mist 

Sir. Nowadays, it is not 
uncommon, justifiably or not, 
for football managers to 
criticise a referee's derision. 
No one likes to be criticised, 
not even the referees. This 
week, Paul Durkin was 
blasted by Alex Ferguson for 
sending off Paul Scholes. 

On fee face of it there was 
nothing unusual about this 
outburst It happens week-in 


week-out in the Premiership. 
Except for one .thing. There 
is a replay involved, which 
Durkin will take: charge at 
Has Ferguson now 
ensured that Durkin will see 
the game through a red 
mist? And will any 50-50 
referring decisions go in his 
teams favour ? 1 
GARY JACOB : 

St Catherine's College, 
Oxford 


Not King Cole 

Sir. Manchester U nited’s win 
against Internationale 
proved the perfect showcase 
for David Beckham’s 
magnificent precis! on 
passing and Dwight Yorke's 
superb all-round piny. 

Sadly, it also proved 
conclusively that although he 
scares regularly in the Prem- 
iership, Andy Cole’s non- 
existent first-touch vrill pre- 
vent him from reaching fee 
very pinnacle of his pro- 
fession, something Mir Hoddle 
suggested shortly before he 
was shown the door: 

MIKE SHAW 

Perry Barr, Binning } urn 
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No quick fix 

for troubled 

1 

West Indies 


The decline of cricket in the Caribbean has 
reached rock bottom - and it shows no signs of 
improving. By Tony Cozier in Port of Spain 


THE SCENE in the stuffy inter- 
view room at the Queen's Fart 
Oval in Trinidad on Monday 
afternoon was as familiar and 
depressing as one of West In- 
dies’ regular batting collapses. 

As the cameras rolled, the 
recorders whirred and the 
assembled media shot its ques- 
tions. the captain Brian Lara, j 
team manager Clive Uoyd, and j 
coach Malcolm Marshall once ) 
more tried, with an under- ! 
s Laudable lack of conviction, to | 
put a positive spin on their j 
team's latest most humbling < 
debacle. 

Australia had just dis- 
patched their limp batting fori 
51. their lowest total in 71 years 
oTIbst cricket, for victory in the 
first Test by the massive mar 
gin of 312 runs. It was their setih. 
successive defeat the second 
by over 300 runs, following 

thpn- gallmg 5-0 dwihhin g the 

still predominancy white South 
Africans in South Africa where, 
only a few weeks earlier the 
team leadership was always 
having to explain away anoth- 
er setback. ' 

While disgruntled fens out- 
side demanded “fire the lot”, 
seasoned correspondents from 
the Australian and British 
press arrived anticipating 
resignations. 

A year ago, the England cap- 
tain, Mike Atherton, had quit in 
Antigua after losing the series to 
the West Indies 3-1. Lara's first 
at the helm Pakistan captains 
are changed as frequently as 
they change the bonding. Eng- 
land football managers would 
have been long since seeking 
alternative employment 

Here, there was not the 


slightest hint of sackings or 
Abdications, simply recycled 
platitudes about disregarding 
the negatives anri ary r * ptuatmg 
[the positives, about the batting 
having to dig deepen about 
coming back in the remaining 
I Tests, about the tough job of 
rebuilding for the future. 

“I’ve had the whole of the 
Caribbean behind me since I 
was a teenager and there iyno 
reason to let up,” Lara assured 
the press. “Tve always been a 
big triec' 1 

At a media conference 


A. FADING POWER 


WEST INDIES 19 98-99 

England Kingston Match abandoned 

England P or Spain ....won by 3 wkrs 

England P or Spain Lost by 3 wkts 

England Georgetown ..Won by 242 rims 

Bridgetown drawn 

England Andgua....l/lfon by inn ti 52 runs 
S Africa Johannesburg . . Lost by 4 wkts 
S Africa P Elizabeth ..Lose by 176 runs 

S Africa Durban -Lost by 9 wkts 

S Africa Cape Town ..Lost by 149 runs 

S Africa Centurion Lost by 351 runs 

Australia P of Spain ..Lost by 312 runs 
Flayed 12. Ufa n 3. Drown t,Uxx7.Abnt 

beamed live across the 
Caribbean two weeks earlier, 
the West Indies Cricket Board 
roundly carpeted Lara, Lloyd 
and Marshall after South 
Africa. That immediately com- 
promised their positions and 
they have been frustrated 
since by their lad: of influence, 
within the team and within the 
Board. 

The more relevant truth, as 
Marshall keeps noting, is that 
the talent is very thin on the 
ground, a reflection of the lack 
of foresight during the glory 
days when the West Indies 
were so dominant All of the 
leading players of that era were 
engaged in county cricket 


rounding out their skills while 
at the same time removing 
themselves from club cricket 
the nursery of the game. Noth- 
ing was put in place to fill the 

gap. 

“There is just not the skill 
that there should be at in- 
ternational level.'' Sr Everton 
Weekes, one of the great Three 
Ws batting formation of the 
1950s, along with Sir Frank 
Worrell and Sir Clyde Walcott, 
said. “There also seems an 
attitude problem in that the 
players are simply not trying 
hard enough.” 

Sir Viv Richards, a batting 
giant of a later generation, 
shared the concern. “Anyone 
who has supported Wfest Indies 
cricket over theyeacs certainly 
would be feeling a little bit 
sad,” he said. “If what we are 
seeing is the best we can do, we 
are in a lot of trouble. 

“We are in deep turmoil, 
team-wise, and we’re not 
seeing any inspiring perfor- 
mances to warrant taking 
Lara's stripes away from him,” 
he added. 

The West Indies batting 
collapse on Monday, while 
extreme, was not surprising. 
They have been dismissed for 
less than 200 a dozen times in 
their last 26 Test innings and 
have totalled more than 300 
onfy three times. In the 17 
domestic Busta Cup matches 
this season, there were more to- 
tals of less than 200 than more. 

Only now is the Board 
putting in place specialised 
development programmes 
throughout the region. 

Weekes is not despondent 
about the long-term future. He 



¥ 

Leicestershire 

close deal with 

Kasprowicz 


f 


Brian Lara: Could only offer platitudes after another heavy Test defeat Aflsport 


is in charge of a group of under- 
13s in Barbados where he has 
identified “lots of genuine talent 
and genuine interest”. 

“These little fellows are as 
keen as mustard and learn 
fast,” he said. “What we're 
doing in frying to instil in them 
the basics and the discipline 
that it needed for when they 


move on up the age-groups to 
first-class and, eventually, Test 
level Those are two areas that 
are lacking in the present 
team." 

But there is no quick fix to 
the current crisis. The next 
three Tests against Australia 
are going to be tough to take if 
you happen to be West Indian. 


B The West Imfies vice-captain, 
Cart Hooper, said yesterday he 
may make himself available for 
tbe third Test against Australia, 
pending the latest medical 
results on his sick baby. Hoop- 
er’s son is being treated in 
Adelaide for an undisclosed 
medical condition. “If all goes 
well., m be back,” he said. 


leicestekshir£,the county 
champions, have signed 
Michael Kasprowicz as their 

overseas player for this summer. 

The Australian Test pace- 
man h ay agreed a one -year 
contract and replaces the west 
Indian Phil Simmons as the 
overseas player at Grace Road 
Kasprowicz has not been 
named in Australia’s World Cup 
squad, which means he is avail- 
able to play for the whole of the 
summ er. Leicestershire will 

lose Alan -Mullally and Vince 
Wells for the early part of the 
season because they are both in 
the England World Cup squad. 
Mullally is then expected to 
play for England in the Tbst se- 
ries against New Zealand. 

The Leicestershire manag- 
er Jack Birkenshaw. said: “We 
said that we would wait until the 
ann ouncement of the World 

Cup squads before making a de- 
cision on our overseas player 
I was delighted that Mullally 
and Wells were selected for 
England but this did impact our 
bowling resources and as a re- 
sult we have been seeking a 
proven international bowler 
who would not be involved in 
the World Cup. 

T was very surprised that a 

player of Michael's quality had 
been omitted from the Aus- 
tralian Wbrid Cup squad and we 
moved quickly to secure the 
services of one of the world's 
leading players. Phil Simmons 
has been a popular and suc- 
cessful player here but he is in 
the West Indies squad of 19 for 

the World Cup and with the sea- 
son just five weeks away we had 
to make a decision between Phil 
and Michael.” 

Kasprowicz, who last week- 
end tooka hat-trick for Queens- 
land in their Sheffield Shield 
match against Victoria, will be 
joining Leicestershire in time 
for their first friendfy against 
Northamptonshire in April. 

Nottinghamshire have also 
named their overseas player for 
the new season, signing up the 
Hfest Indian all-roundec Vakbert 
Drakes, following the decision 
to part company with the Zim- 
babwe spin botviei; IfeuI Strang. 
Drakes, the 29-year-old Bar- 
badian who has played five 


by Michael donnelut ; 

one-day internationals foe the 
West indies, is being given an- 
other chance to make an impact : 
in county cricket after having - - 
two seasons with Sussex, 
Drakes came to the attention of - 
the new cricket manager at 
TYent Bridge. Clive Bice, when 
he was looking for an overseas ; 
player who would be available _ 
throughout the season. 

The West Indian has made a 
name for himself with Border in " 
South Africa by playing a major 
part in their success in the / 
Super Sport series, taking 56 first 
dass wickets to help them reach 
the final of the fouwfey comp* 
titioo where they lost to Western 
Province. Drakes' decision to 
base himself in South Africa 
has meant that he is inrfigibtefbr -. 
tiie West Lncfies. due to their reg- 
ulations about players playinga 
certain amount of domestic 
cricket in the Caribbean. 

“The important thing was ' 
that we had an overseas player 
who would be available for tbe 
whole season, and Vasbert im~ . 
pressed me as being someone 
who was hungry for success fol- 
lowing his achievements with 
Border," Rice said. 

The England A coach, John 
Emburey. believes Michael . 
Vaughan has shown the poten- 
tiaHo be a future full Test cap- 
tain. The Yorkshire batsman 
has led from the front on the A 
team's successful tour of Zim- 
babwe and South Africa, scar- 
ing 336 runs and showing 
natural leadership qualities. 

After England A completed 
.their programme with a 46- 
run win against the President's 
XI in Cape Town on Monday 
Emburey was full of praise for 
the 24-year-old. “I think that 
Michael Vaughan has led the 
side particularly welL His cap- 
taincy has improved through- 
out He’s led from the front and 
gained the respect of the play- . 
ers all the way through." Em- 
burey said. 

■ Kent have elected a retired 
company director, Carl Open 
shaw. as their new chairman in 
succession to David Kemp, who 
retired after the annual meet- 
ing in Maidstone last night 
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Six pursue final World Cup place 


SIX OF rugby league's 
developing nations are to play off 
against each other for the;l6th 
place in the Vhrid Cup to be;hdd 
in Britain and France in 2000. 

The meeting of the game's 
International Federation in 
Sydney yesterday decided that 
Italy. Lebanon and Morocco 
should meet in a Mediterranean 
Cup organised by France. 

The winner of that will then 
meet the side that comes out on 
top of a tournament involving 
the United States. Canada and 
Japan, the winner gaining the 
prize of the last place in the 
competition proper. j 

It was again confirmed that 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


by Dave Hapftelp 

Britain - with the help of its 
surrounding countries - will be 
the host nation in 2000. South 
Africa withdrew a bid to stage 
a counter-presentation arguing 
that the World Cup should be 
allocated to them. 

Russia, already allocated a 
place in the World Cup. has been 
rewarded for maintaining its ef- 
forts through some trying times 
by being given associate mem- 
bership of the International 
Federation. In a sliding scale of 
recognition, Morocco and 


Japan have been awarded con- 
ditional membership while the 
USA and Canada have become 
honourary members. 

Salford have suffered a major 
blow in the build-up to their Silk 
Cut Challenge Cup quarter-final 
against Castieford this Saturday 
with the news that their Aus- 
tralian second-row forward, 
Darren Brown, will be out for six 
weeks after breaking a bone in 
the base ofhzs thumb in the de- 
feat by St Helens on Sunday. 

Castleford's Dean Sampson 
has been cleared to play after 
the disciplinary committee de- 
cided to impose no ban for his 
sending-off against Wakefield. 


Wigan hope to have Tray 
Smith back in their squad for 
their Super League game with 
Leeds at Headingley a week on 
Friday. 

The Great Britain scrum- 
half missed the Challenge Cup 
defeat by the same opponents 
last month after cracking a 
bone in his ankle, but has made 
rapid progress and could force 
his way back into contention 
when Wigan try to take 
revenge. 

Wigan's researches have 
confirmed that their 
Andy Fhrrell, has set a dub 
record by scoring in 49 suc- 
cessive matches. 


Routledge counters Nemeth’s criticisms I 


THE BASKETBALL League 
chairman, Kevin Routledge, 
yesterday presented a starkly 
contrasting view of the 
domestic game to the England 
coach, Laszlo Nemeth, who 
claimed at the weekend that the 
flood of American players into 
the counfry was destroying the 
national team. 

“The domestic product is 
actually in a healthy state,” 
said Routledge. “The Uni-ball 
Trophy final at the weekend is 
heading for a 7,000 sell-out, tbe 
second major event in three 
weeks to be a complete sell- 
out.” 

However, the previous oc- 
casion Routledge was refer- 
ring to, the All Star game. 


BASKETBALL 


BY Richard Taylor 

supports Nemeth’s argument in 
that it featured 24 Americans, 
with no domestic player earn- 
ing selection. 

“The ever increasing inter- 
est in the professional game has 
to Ira good news for everyone in- 
volved in it, including the Eng- 
land programme,” Routledge 
insisted. But he also acknowl- 
edged there was little pro sped; 
of enticing home England's 
leading internationals. In fed 
from Nemeth’s last England 
squad, nine of the players are 
playing for Continental chibs. 

“The British game can't 


compete with the salaries of the 
top dubs from the Continent,” 
said Routledge. “The leading 
European clubs have a 
turnover which is far in excess 
of any dub in the top flight of 
rugby union in this country 
and comparable to some dubs 
in soccer's Premiership. We 
can’t - and wouldn't want to - 
prevent homegrown players 
from earning the best money 
available. 

“But the current England 
team has the best crop of play- 
ers ever in the national pro- 
gramme. Those playing abroad 
are strengthened by the stan- 
dard of European competition 
and those who remain here 
are strengthened by the in- 


creased standard of the Bud- 
weiser League. 

“We suspend the Budweiser 
League programme to make 
players available for England 
and have met afl requests for, 
England training from the start 
of the season." 

Saturday’s League Trophy 
final is now looking even less , 
competitive than previously 
feared with the Derby Storm 
losing their 6ft Ilin star Nick >- 
Donovanwitha knee injury for 
the game against the Bud- 
weiser League leaders, Man- 
chester Giants. Derby are 
already without their suspend- 7 
ed American Rico Alderson 
and the En gland international ■ j 
Yorick Williams. 





Southwell 

HYPERION 

1.40 Bigwig 2.10 Yes Keemo Sabee 2.40 
Absolute Majority 3.10 North Of Kala 3.40 Tro- 
jan Girl, 4.10 Samwar 4.40 Complimentary 


O IQ! HERON MAIDEN HANDICAP (CLASS 
I E) (DIV 0 £3,500 added 1m 3f 


GOING: Standard 

STALLS.* 51 - outside: rest - msida 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Mdde to low Best far 51 tow best lor 77. 

■ F&mand surface: Idt-hand sharp, awl course. 

■ Course ts 3m SE o! taw and 5m W ol Newark. Role-ton Jun& 
non addons course ADMISSION: Oub £73; fanersalb £6 
lOAP mpnfaera ol corse's Dumend Qub E* accompareed meter- 
ifis (reel CAR PARK: Free.. 

■ LEADING TRAirSRS: M Jotiraton — 43 winners Iran 218 run- 
ners gives O success ratio of 79 TV J L Eyre 42 from 305 

S R Bowing 42 tram 332 R HoHnsfiead 40 from 401 

H0°«» 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: J Quinn 45 wnQ from 504 rides gives 

a success raw af ag**; J Weaver 37 from 225 LCfmmuck 

35 from 395 fSTo): G Duffieid 31 from 225 (taBV 

■ FAVOURITES; 452 wins wi VA60 races V3CT*V 
BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Rubarnnfa, specialize 12.10); North 
07 Kala (310): Comp limenta ry ivtsored) (4401 
LONG-DISTANCE TRAVELLERS: Bigwig MJ & Norm Ot Kala 
OiQ) nave Boer sem 187 rruba 


1.40 


PIGEON APPRENTICES HANDICAP 
{CLASS F) £3,000 added 1m 6 f 

1 &■*&- BAHIA BLANCA SUN (140} J L Ejne 4 0 0.0 Tbung (S) 7 

2 Q.4FT BGWIG (B) G L Uootb tj 9 8 (6axl _ . D Hapten (4) 9 B 

a .'OCX- WOMAN (SOB) Gab Jcnes 495 Gamma Janet (6) 8 

A OtBOO.' naRU(J33)(D)RHoftnsneal094 PH Quinn fi 

5 413-67 CAROL AGAIN (JBJ (CO) N Sycratt 7 8 G PCMn9 

6 C3C0 KATKT5 CRACKER (37) (C □ BF) M Cum 4 8 C D hbson 5 

7 (5555 ' 9HEPHER05 FEST (J21) 5 Wefcr 78V EmDy Joyce (4) 1 1 

8 6^60- WUT THE DEVH. p?) J &mOi 6 fl fl R Thomas (4)1 

9 COC-4 WBPCK1ES (J51 U Lfiner4 8 7 .. _ W Huteftlnmn (4) 3 

U ,5540- NUBILE {282) w Meson 58 7 SCurtblO 

n DOUBLE ECHO (12) (QJ&M ti8B. _ i Gwfar (S) 4 

-11 fleclarao- 

BET7TNG: 54 Bigwig. 5-1 Ytanahw, Nn PfcUes, 6-1 Doutse Erin. 10-1 
Katie's Cracker. 12-1 Coral Again, Shepherds Rest. 14-1 attms 

FORM VERDICT 

it Bigwig can reproduce he current Equrtrach farm cm this 
much stower surface, he ws. Ks obvious dams are B«ly 
la t» reflected m rmssrly adds and perhaps it a worth op- 
posing him witn mrs PICKLES, who gave the impre s aori 
she nay be suited by tha drop fa trip when fourth mar 2m 
twre last month Kudo* Cracker, whose fourth to feabeca 
Gcnzaga at UngfteW m January reads wel anougft, ran poor- 
ly fast wnft wide last year's wmner Carol Again has been 
men below par this year and a tagger throat could ba Nub 8s 
if she stnp5 hjSy Itt. 


I CHG-62 YES XBliO SABEE (12) D Shaw 4 9 fa L Newton 7 

3 35064 HARK THE (B) P Hedger i 93 ..A CMS 

3 40000 RUBAI4UA (3221 D Uursi Sntffl 4 B O... . CLOfahwBB 

4 QXM WGQLETTO (12) C ThornSr 4 a C Own McKean 4 

5 -63430 TWO ON THE BUDGE (1®) 3 Ovsn 588.... A CUhene 3 
G 53-33 WESTERN COMMAND (IS) Sr MPfascott? 8 5G MMdl 

7 43445 THE FOR LAGS! (32) J Whrttvi 4 8 2 F Norton 9 

9 THE CANNIE ROVER (fa) M WEasSrtjy4713 

. ...DateGawooll 

S tL3»0 SPECIALIZE (JS1) K BurtiB 7 7 O _ -JOlirniCB 

U 4SOOQ EIPFEL TIGER Bob Jaee& 4 7 *1 ....ItartnOwjer w 

II OM LADY COLflUNH.I. (36) N Cafagfan 3 7 10. G Bwrfwrt 13 
E 00050 TKWWDS.RJ1B2) f16) H Q*igndge57 DPI! Otwir (7)2 V 

-12 (factored - 

*6fW7!Uffi wgK Tst Ji» 7n« harvixsp (Wgtts.- Bflel /ijer 7sf Lady 
CoJduntf i'sr Gfa r«m CM fvego 7a rib. 

BETTING: 3-1 Ye* Ketmo Sabee. 7-3 nUom Command, 6-1 Two On 
Tim Bridge, 7-1 Mark Thm. 9-1 Time For lager. 10-1 Hgototla, Lady 
Coldunal!. 16-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

TopvtoigM Vra KerniM Saben doserve* a win and should ga 
dose, but trkfafl at the bottom of the weighs is the very n- 
mestmg LADY COiDtlMFI.L There s no doubt thaths seep 
up n top w# bo deal for Nevfle Colagharrs «y- whoso dam 
has produced tour winners over middi^distancas or farther, 
and whose debut 12 m 0 * 33 fa a »n Newmaitet maafan Iasi 
October suggested she should also wm her share ol racss 


3 -ini HERON MAIDEN HANDICAP (CLASS 
1 E) (DIV il) £3,500 added 1m 3f 
62004- UK MAGIC (J5G) JJrt*e4 9t) AC«Aana7 


2 323-35 UGMM BOY (4) A Bafey 5 9 2. J Barley (7) I 

3 *£030 MERRY PRMCE (22) P Hedger *9 I DaiwOVdUSV 

4 000-00 SOCIETY KING (23) J Barta4 9 12. PBmtflry(7)S 

5 SOOO KEBi COMflANKM (30) T J Naugfaon 6 B U G DoffleM 3 

6 -03333 GOLDEN UTRtC (12) (BF) J Peace 4 B 5 APoM (3)4 

7 00-323 KING FIXER (13) H CofcigtJge 3 03 TWBBamall 

8 2M30 BRBOAOEE(11) AAbvB 3B2 MnUn Owyw 10 

9 006-05 NORTH OF KALA (13) G L Mocre 6 7 13 JNmton2B 

« 0000 BROUGHTON 90«(2Q) WMussoi47*> J CkdnnS 

n 00<XM SUPER-GSI p7) j Wtanwr^t* 4 7 ID GBerdwelS 

-11 declared - 

Unimm me Ighc 7a H® i True handicap mgtt SuporGem 7a Xl 
BETTWG: 3-1 Ikrsm Boy, 7-2 North Ol Kata, 6-1 Gobten Lyric, B-1 Socl- 
ety IQnB. Wng Hyw 10-1 U K Magic, Merry Prince, 12-1 ottare 

FORM VERDICT 

There la not much between Golden Lyric and IKRAM BOY 
on their farm Behind Saguare here test montfl aod they look 
Itw farm pKk. On perfigie^ this longer top should eult the fal- 
ter whose ladr of pace has kept ten a rralden, whereas Gold- 
en Lyric has had faa enlfwaaan caled into question. 


\A 101 JAY SELUNG STAKES (CLASS G) 
L7‘ _ i E2JS00 added 6f 

1 D822T1 -BOLDARSTOCRAJ[16)(CO) RrtAWieadSB VFMQuIiti(7)4 

2 *1340 SUE ME (12) (CD) □ Mchata 7 9V -AJax Crams 7 

3 M3M ARAB GOLD (12) M Ou»n 4 9 7 F Norton 9 

4 0-3054 HYPBUCO (4) Mss 5 Whan 5 97 NPo&nd(3]B 

5 2G3542 KEAQE(9)(CtqnWBams597 J Quire) 1 B 

6 030200 LITTLE SNR (4) (CO) P Evans 99 7 KFUonSV 

7 303-34 SAMWAR (7) (D) Us N Macaisy 79 7. J>MeCtfto9V 

B <BaWM*SS9HMiNOHn«nFahBy*32 H Wbnton (31 10 

9 00 CADMUS (37) D Chapren 3 9 7 ACufaenall 

n 0604)0 GREY STRIKE (7) J Benry 3 87. Jon* Monde (S) 5 B 

It 54636 LADY CAROUHE (14) (D) M Jcfrfacn 3 8 7 R FtoAlrick (5) 2 

-11 dedaied- 

BETTING! 2-1 Bold ArWtocmi, SrZ Seme&c 93 Sue Me, 6-1 Lady Car- 
oBne. 10-1 lea Age, 14-1 UtUe tar, Grey SMm, 20-1 ottiere 

FORM VERDICT 

Another opportunty tor the fa-form BOLD ARISTOCRAT, who 
has had Sue Me, LittJe ttmr and Ice Age behind when sue- 
cesstii here recently. Samwar is best fa eceonSng lo hand- 
icap merles, but « hard to win with. 


A 40 1 PEACOCK HANDICAP (CLASS F) 
Z^irJ £3,000 added 3YO 7f 


3.40 


RAVEN HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5,250 
added 51 


2.40 


SWAN CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS F) 
£2,750 added 1m 4f 


,P McCabe 4 


1 *301 ALSAHB (16) (CD) W Uv G 9 7. Martin D»f«r 5 

2 -13400 BE WARMED (23) (C| J Peart* 89 7 KFMfaa7V 

3 TOW) TFKUANRSK(T2) MrsMfewlBy697 ACutane3 

4 051 ABSOLUTE MAJOWY (21) P Hoeing 4 9 1 JCUrei4 

5 4 WBUMM(1S)lfeGKMfl«y891 GDuOUdB 

6 ItS ZAWH(iqflMrwT3 8a TGMcUugMnS 

7 5H12- STATE APPROVAL (271) (CO BF) LESS S Wftn 6 99 ... . 

C Cwwr (5) 6 

& 204QV DK3TAL OPTION (29) Ms N Uaeautey 5 9 7_A Pofll ffl 1 V 
-fldedanid- 

BETTDiG: 2-1 Be Wamad, 3-1 Absolute Majority, 94 Stria Approval, 
5-1 Abahib, 10-1 Italian Risk. 12-1 Westorm, m udm 

FORM VERDICT 

It is supnsaig to see BE WARNS) risked ai this level as he 
is capable of running wen n decent handfcap conuany on 
the surtoca, and he should be hard to beat Ateahttr may be 
his man rival as there are epesoon marts Over Absolute Ma- 
jority (trip). State Approval (absence) and Trojan Risk (of. 
teottvenesa on Has surface), wide the ctfier too have shown 
MBA 


OOOD- bB. (160) (D) Ms N Uacsifay 4 10 Q ... 

31322- aULO (161) (D) (Bf) D 5 9 B PQariol[7)8 

33S3H MATTEAMIA (2) (CO) S R Boating 99 6 ISa^ JQJnn 12 8 
500-S6 DAAWEM(Ofl(BI}JGtowrB93_.JSDWH»«5V 
400 M TMETOFUl19)(CJ(D)Bltanay6aO.-DSwwwy2B 

SB® WLACKAIEJACK(V9(C0)JBBTyaail 

0)1*8 


7 -vm2 IROJAN GIRL (18imNlteodBi31fl_ 

— TGMdaughflol 

02032 AA-YOUKNOWNOTHING (21) Urn j Craae 3 8 7.—.. 

TWfflmg 

003600 AJ-JAZ (11) (C) (tq Ifcs G Kefeway 9 6 6 Fredericks p) 3 
50046 SQUIRE CORRE (8) (D) D Chapman 7 9 5. -J Fanning 6 B 
SILK COTTAGE (42) (D) R Baninan 7B 1 . -PFastey 13 B 
6MG THKBTS SURFRBE m (D BF) J Bakkq 5 7 11 N CwflSle U B 
00® IVJDEAWAKBMG(!)(CEf CFaitua57tllGnaMni(i)7B 
- 13 dedmed- 

MmwntwaigW; »a JCto. IiuebaOr^Ywigtt RwteAnBtowigTBiSb 
BETTING: 7-2 Malaanfa, 9-2 Baku. 5-1 Vpjan Gkl, H Aa-Ybufaimmoth- 
tog, Darae, 8-1 HangaUJaeK, 8ft CoBefla. 10-1 Squfm Conte, Al^s, 
1M Ttoe To Fly, 14-1 dBm 

FORM VERDICT 

The penattyarfa the drop bxk to iharnrmiri trip ctxJd male 
things attadt tor MMteamfa , whie otfiara am eMw unprpren 
here or better on the other AW Trades. II may pay to s*Je with 
TIME TO FLY. who tinted at a return to farm on his latest 
outfag and s on e good marie. 


435® WSTUTKSEfS) (n)RH*Kh&ri97 AOutomS 

2IBO VALE OF LEVS! (33) (CD) K Ryan B7 — A McCarthy (3)4 

53044) PUBLIC (12) J Hrthertan B 4 M^toonifi 

04322 CAfBBE POOTER (B) TD Baron9 3 .0 Pears 13 B 

0140 RRH BALLERMA (12) (CO) D Carirfl 9 3 R Hoftarict (5) 5 
30600 TAKER CHANCE (82] J HaSvnon S B N CarflsM 1 


54422 SHADY DEAL (ffl M Usher 6 12 W Hufaftlnsan (7) 15 

0400- DtSPOL TTMIP (214) F CvJvw B 8 GDuflteMB 

GW VTOaffl (12) J HstwrOn B 8 RLofpin2 

0M» COMPUMOTAnY (28) W Haggra fl fl J0uta7V 

(BOOO- SHALARI (138) J L Eyre 8 5 JC Leather M 

12 0P-5W STANLEY WGF&D (16) D Nchcfc 8 5 F Hortons 

G 543020 SHWff RHYTHI (9) M Johnston 8 3 J J Fax*« 12 

M 0003 D0VED0NTWE3 (2^ N AkberyS3 RDaylO 

B D630O F B PEARL (90) H Bycratt 7 1? Jtertto Dwyer 11 

« 043564 ABSTRACT (2t|JWmn^t 7 to .GBanhreSS 

- 16 declared - 

flftwnum n#gftc 7a JOh. Tim hanefcap weSgfc Atirtmct 7 k 82>. 
BETTWi: 5-1 Stody Dad, 7-1 Wda Ol Levm, Cooplraeola^, Doredon 
TIiibs. 8-1 Sharp Hhytton, 1M WM U There. Cwrie Poota 12-1 rtowni 

FORM VERDICT 

Shady DM! showed hls second to Barthofamew at LngfiekJ 
was no flute whh a clear second over wi there last Friday 

atfa w* be we# served by a return to ite tfatatoe. But he 

may be less aftactive on this su-tace and la tafaen on with 
VALE OF LEVEN, another who could benefit from the drop 
back fa trip and whose gutsy win tamse-and-tisttnoe nuts- 
«ywfa to November reads wet Stanley WigfWd, open to 
improveniera, Is held by Sharp Rhythm tn mrrtng hare last 
month. wh9e Complimentary wfl be thereabouts it toe vtoor 
does the inch. 


^ 






TODAY’S FIXTURES 


FOOTBALL 

7.30 unless starred 

UEfA UNDER- 18 CHAMPIONSHIP 
QUALIFYING GROUP 

England v Andorra (3.0) 

(or Rtrro, Sp) 

PA CUP SIXTH ROUND REPLAY 

Chelsea v Manchester Utd (7.A5) 

FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP 

Blackburn v Everton (7.A5) 

Derby v Aston Vilfa (7.45) 

Leeds v Tottenham (7.A5) 

Nortm Forest v Newrcastte (7 AS) 

NATIOBIWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
SECOND DIVISION 

Sioke v Reading (7.A5) 

SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

Clydebank v Falkirk 

PRESS a JOURNAL HIGHLAND 
LEAGUE: Oachnacuddln v Forres Me- 
chanics: Ketch y Rothes; Peterhead w 
Cove Rangers. 

LEAGUE OF WALES: Aberystwyth v 
Carmarthen Town: Caernarfon Town v 
Newtown (7.4i5); Conwy v Holywell; 
Cwmbran v Rhyl; Haverfordwest v 
Rhayader Town. 

HYMAN LEAGUE First Division: 
Motese y v Ca nvey Island. 

PB MAfrrBIS LEAGUE Midland Dfr. 
vision: Newport (Gwent) v Paget 
Rangers: Solihull Boro v BtakenalL VS 
Rugby v Racing Club Warwick. 
UNIBOND LEAGUE CUP Third 
round: HiKknall v Alfieton. 
WWSTONLEAD KS5KT LEAGUE Pro- 
reler Dhdskn: Cray Wanderers v 
CroctoihilL 

UHLSPORT UNITED COUNTIES 
LEAGUE Premier Division: 
Northampton Spencer v Ford Sports. 
UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE 
F&3* Dnrisfcm: Hassocks v RecHlI. John 
O'Hara League Cup sem I- Final; 
Burgess Hill v Eastbourne Town. 
SOREMinX DIRECT LEASISE Prarier 
Division: Yeovil TR u Bridgwater. 
NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST 
LEAGUE Premier DMston: Hallam v 
StaveteyMW 

JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE CUP 
Semi-fiaal first leg: Cowes Spares v 
Eastleigh. 

JEWSON EASnaai LEAGUE Premier 
DMMon: SCowmarket v Sudbury Wlan- 

defers. 

PONTIUS LEAGUE First DMskm: 
Fort Vale v Middlesbrough (7.0); Tran- 
mere v Barnsley (7. 15]. Second DM- 
slon: Lincoln v Shrewsbury (3.0) (Ot 
Lincoln Utd); Wrexham v HudderafaW 


(2.0). Third DMskKU Harrlepoot v 
Wigan (2.0); Hull v Rochdale (2.0). 


ton v Bradford (2.0): Stockport v 1 
(7.0). 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION 
First Dhrtskm: Norwich v Bamet (2.0) . 
far Colney Training Ground): Charlton - 
v Portsmouth (7.0): Colchester v Cam- 
bridge (2.0); Ipswich u Brentford (7.0): ‘ 
Northampton v MiUwatl (2.0): Queens 
Park Rangers v Luton (2.0); Tottenham, 
v Swtndon: Wimbledon v Wycombe Wfan- 
derers. 


RUGBY UNION 
ABB LEAGUE Second DMskm: Dun- 
gannon v Derry (7 0). 


BASKETBALL 
BUDWEISER LEAGUE: Derby Staxm v 
Edinburgh Rocks (8.0). - ' 


OTHER 5 PORTS 
BADMINTON! AH England Open Cham- 
pionships (Birmingham). 

table tennis: English Open (Great- 

Ybmwuth). 


TODAY'S] 

NUMBER 

421 

The number of tickets 
allocated to football - 
giants Ajax for a : 
Dutch Cup quarter- . 

. final at Zwolle . The. ' 
match was called off by 
the town's mayor . . 
yesterday because of 
fears of crowd trouble. 
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THE INDEPENDENT 

Wednesday ID Ma^fa iqqg 



Meade’s 

Cardinal 

rule can 
end wait 


IT IS a peculiarity of the Chel- 
tenham Festival that it likes to 
leave many of its stellar figures 
outside on the doormat before 
admitting them to the hall of ex- 
cellence. 

It took David Nicholson 18 

years before he could go in and 

JaAnrf rm — 1 1 • ■ « 


ae Duke’s rolling ball has 
reached Indiana Jones pro- 
portions and he now has 16 win- 
ners at the meeting to his 
name. Josh Gifford too had to 
wait 18 years until 1988, when 
he made them pay by banging 
three out at once. We thinir of 
Kim Bailey as being a monolith 
of the meeting following his 
Champion Hurdle and Gold 
Cup double with Alderbrook 
and Master Oats in 1 995, but 
that followed a blank strapbook 
stretching back 17 years. 

Performance elsewhere, it 
seems, is no guarantee to suc- 
cess on the mightiest of stages. 

At the head of the lengthy 
queue which still stretches 
from the Festival office these 
,-Jpys are Paul NlchoQs, who 
sends out winning chasers by 
the lorry load in this country, 
and Noel Meade, Ireland’s lead- 
ing practitioner overjumps. 

Meade seems to have been 
trying since the first Noel, yet 
he is still knocking. Itis, in fact, 
22 years since the man from Tb 
Va stables at Castletown, 
Navan, Co Meath, started send- 
ing over his warriors. There 
have been some near things. 

In 1992 Meade had in his 
keeping a beast called Tianan- 
men Square, who may not have 


By Richard Edmondson 

been the most sensitively 
named horse in training but 
was nevertheless an anhwai of 
huge ability. His problem was 
that his nation sent over an 
even more potent animal &r the 
inaugural bumper that year in 
the shape of Montelado. 

Twelve months ago, HQ1 So- 
ciety seemed to have wrestled 
the Aikle Tfrophy away from 
Champleve up Cheltenham’s 
yawning run-in, but, after a 
draining wait of 15 minutes 
which must have felt as long as 
the barren years that had gone . 



Meade: 22 barren years 


AQ this baa not maria the 
man bitter He is a most affable 
figure mafl forms of company 
though he does hope his circle 
is about to extend to those pre- 
ferring trophies on podhxms. 
*Td like to knock this Chel- 
tenham thing off, but we can 
only go and do our best each 
time.” he said yesterday “We've 
been a bit unlucky a few times, 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: North Of Kala 
(Southwell 3.10) 

NB: Aussie Bob 
(Bangor 3.50) 


and if we get in the door once 
that might be it 

“We haven’t reaDy had that 
many runners, because for a 
long time we were training 
Flat horses rather than 
jumpers, but this is the biggest 
team by fan There might be 
seven or eight ormaybe more, 
depemfingon the ground.” 

Meade almost enjoyed the : 
greatest day of them all on the 
Flat at Epsom last June when 
Sunshine Street, a supposed 
water carrier in the Derby ran 
an astonishing race for a 150-i 
shot in the hands of Johnny 
Murtagh. He led until just over 
a furlong out and frightened a 
lot of punters. 

Next week though there will 
be few long shots from Noel 
Meade, few horses without a 
considerable chance, especial- 
ly as his yard has just reawok- 



Dato Star is heading for the sand of Southwell in an attempt to beat the weather and bring him to fitness in time for next week's Cheltenham Festival 


PhU Smith. 


■ en from a devilishly rare un- 
successful period “A lot of my 
horses seemed to be flat in Feb- 
ruary” the trainer said “These 
things are sent to try us. 

“But Fve got Ingonish [a 
bumper consideration unbeat- 
en in two runs] and EGA Society, 
who wotted great this morning 
He's come out of his last race 
well and this is probably his 
time of the yean It’s not a vin- 
tage Queen Mother not a hec- 
tic race, and if he has luck on 
the day he has a chance.” 

Nod Meade does not be- 
lieve he needs hick in another 
race, however He expects Car- 
dinal Hffl to win the Supreme 
Novices’ Hurdle. He expects 
him to prove he is the finest 
jumping horse ever to pass 
through his hands. 

“He worked at Leopard- 
stown yesterday and we were 
thrilled with the horse,” he 
said “Tie had gone a bit flat and 
when we scoped him he was lit- 
tle bit raw down the throat, but 
nothing serious. We had to slow 
down with him for a week, but 
he seems to have come bounc- 
ing back. He is my best shot” 
Ami cme who may belatedly hit 
the target for a popular man. 


O’Brien’s Holly dies 


GIVE IT HOLLY, Aidan O’Brien’s 
hope for tiie Champion Bumper 
has been destroyed after break- 
ing a leg on the gallops yester- 
day morning The five-year-old, 
owned by JP McManus, was 
O'Brien's sole entry in the 
£30,000 race, the final contest of 
the Cheltenham Festival’s sec- 
ond day for which he was lis- 
ted at 8-1 fourth favourite with 
the bookmakers CoraL 

“He broke a leg this morn- 
ing,” O'Brien said. “He was 
just doing his last piece of 
work. If s terrible.” 

The trainer's Cheltenham 
team is now reduced to three: 
Istabraq and Theatreworid in 
the Champion Hurdle and Le 
Coudray in the Stayers' Hurdle. 

The latter was yesterday 
well baiked for the Stayers* and 
is now a best-priced 11-4 with 
the Tbte, having been freely 
available at 7-2 at the start of the 
morning. Ladbroke and Coral 
now have the gelding at 9-4 in 
the market ahead of deposed 
market leader Lady Rebecca. 


A prolific winner in France, 
the five-year-oki was bought by 
JP McManus for an undis- 
closed six-figure sum and trot- 
ted up on his only race so far for 
new connections, slamming 
limestone Lad at Naas by 20 
lengths.Martm Pipe’s Golden 
Alpha, winner of a bumper at 
Newbury last month, is 5-1 
favourite for the Champion 
Bumper with Coral, who yes- 
terday cut the Nod Meade- 
trained Ingonish to 8-1 fourth 
choice in the betting from 12-L 

Klairon Davis, winner of the 
Queen Mother Champion 
Chase in 1998, will miss next 
week’s renewal. Arthur Moore’s 
10-year-old had looked back to 
his best when beating Opera 
Hat in January and was 14-1 
with William Hill to regain his 
crown. However; he was found 
to have an irregular heartbeat 
after a gallop yesterday. 

Another absentee will be 
the Paul NichoHs-trained Rock- 
force. who had been a consid- 
eration for the Aride TVophy. 


The gelding had landed 
three novice chases for the 
Shepton Mallet trainer and was 
to be ridden by his stable jock- 
ey Joe Tizzard. “He’s just had 
a minor setback," NichoDs said- 
“Ifs nothing much but he won’t 
be ready to run next week, and 
seeing as he's done so well for 
us this season well put him 
away for next season now.” 

“With Rockforce missing the 
race, Joe Tizzard will now 
switch to ipy other runner Flag- 
ship UberaDes. who was due to 
be ridden by Robert Thornton." 

flagship Uberalles is a 10-1 
shot for the Aride with Lad- 
brokes. Rockforce was 25-1. 

The progressive novice hur- 
dler Slaney Native is another 
who will be in his stable while 
the meeting takes place. Jes- 
sica Harrington’s charge, who 
was entered in the Coral Cup 
and County Hurdle, fractured 
his pelvis when doing a routine 
canter on the gallops. If he re- 
covers he will go novice chas- 
ing next season. 


Culloty out of 
Festival after 
breaking arm 


BANGOR 


2-20 I ran os 

2.50 SANTA JET (nap) 

3J20 Mister Blake 


HYPERION 

3J50 Roker Joker 
4k20 Red Rebel (nb) 
4.50 Harem Scarem 


GOING: Chases - Heavy; Hurries - Soft 

■ Left-hand, undulating course: nr -in 329yds 

■ Course is 4m SE of Wrexham near (unction erf ASS end B506a Bus aarvtao tram. 
Wrexham sattan. ADMISSION: Paddock DO: Course £5 [undeMBs free alenctoeurea* 
CAR PARK: Free 

LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe — 26 winners hum WO rurmore gives S success ratio 
ot 25V D Nlchotoon 14 from 60 (233%); N TWston-OavtaW 13 from 71 P Hobta 
9 tram 33 (273%). 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: R Dunwoody « wins from B2 rides gives a success moo erf 

342V A P McCoy 14 from 63 (822 %}; C Llewellyn 12 from » B Harding U 

from 42 (262%} 

■ FAVOURITES: 157 wns n 439 races (358%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: A20 Danrigate-, 


GoMon Rfan: Beaten a dstenov on only completed start rarer fences lesl too sea- 
sons and dfioitto lancy despise credtabta recant efforts raw furies 
High Island: Irish point-to-point wVmat, hut shaky Jjripor Two starKiUnce ctHtse debut 
taL Plenty to find on fares 35 lengths 4th erf 7 to Scoria Nostra at CBrteto (2m4i nrar 
ch, heavy), although worth noting in the market taftwring lay-off 
Coolest By Phan tried oW on erty completed start o«r fences. No obvloue chance 
FastM Gokt Barely a flfrnroor ot abity over lenoee and no sign erf impmemeni when 
taied off 4th of 9 to Bcdy Lie at Chepawr pm rot heavy) tast week 

VERDICT: SANTA JET probably hes only to rui up BBw level of ho Heydock length 
2nd to Scotton Omen h Decanter to open hb chasing eccout. The test grcuid may 
hew bean rasponsWe fcr tis recent sub-standarJ ritort end he ta prehned to Prus- 
sia end Mgh Mend. C oppeen Jewel caJd be the pick of lha rsmaindK 


4.20 


3.20 


TILNEY INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT HANDICAP 
CHASE (D) £6,000 3m 110yds Penalty Value £4,026 

335433 PARSONS BOY (16} (CD) (B (Mgs 8 D hfewtij N tMZ D ADebbh 

1RWP LUVU-ffiMNK (58) (D) (FAftrraSJ MFpe Dll B A P McCoy 

4B1FR2 HOODWMCEn (15) CCOf IP A HhmQ W Jsfrs B II 4 eeryLyoos 

1-3FP3 NH MAGNETIC (26) (Ms A LNbOd) H Daly 0 11 2 RJotasen 

32W3F litSTOl BLAKE (26) (CO) (WDEdwxtSa) RLeeB «9. 

- 5 1 


2.20 


‘TOP JOCKEY* NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) £5,000 
added 2m If 110yds Penalty Value £3^55 

, YBF-4 BANOS (HI) (71) (D) (B A fOpastdi} M Pjpe 7 11 1 ^kPHcOoy 

2 OOMffl WSSAm (23) ffl) (T Benson) N Henderatr 8 h 1 

a afflPo ROVRACE C5) Bom) W Bhshoume 7h i " 

4 WPP- MISS mGHTY (31H (R E Lud asGtbg Utt T LudasGtot 8 W tl — XAizpura (3) 

BETTING: 8-1 > hwos, evens Ktassta; Bfl-1 Royisca, IBM Wss MlgMy 
1998 Centos Expose 8 n 1 T Elay 7-2 (A Sheerer) 8 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

m»0K useftj stawig novica twrdbr last lerm. Should bfl shaper tor usaftrf ^witan 
cornetexdt and rtaresttig cancidrae on chase debut Lod»V»^hand«urBtObe 
antwrii without ihe binkais he needed over tardea 

7 ** * 4 ^ “iff*** ** 00 ams9 datul * Pt^*5n(2rna 

hrrdte but n dedhs end hard B to^on^se d^trl 

fAss Highly: Fated to eonfjlets In last lour pert-to-oont starts. No ob«too» riwnw 
, VERDICT: KISSAW iooks the sale option <*”""9 

lK»ck. ew ttwuch the torm w* a knock wth the deleai o f jQm jslold Fy a l Fontwal 
IgS^^Srpuschlrim^lranoB.^ 
fnd Ite tnp .on the sharp skto partcJarly wrfhail he ragriar b**ara 

WREXHAM LVA NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 

2.501 ^SiSded 3m 110yds Penalty V&Iue £3^29 


— JlATtegmtt 

BETTING: S2 Mr HasnHte, 11-4 Mstsr Btats, 3-1 Rtrsoes Boy, 7-2 Hoodwink*, 10-1 Liw-U- 

Frank 

«8: Paraons Boy B tl 0 A Debt* H-1 |0 Bctxmfe) 6 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

POTons Boy Last years wtrxier from Tabhghar end also succewhi here rrAprt. 
but rwl showng much sparide this season and corid only plod into M spot behind 
The Next «bte at Cariisfe (Smzi hcan heavy) titan. Others preferred 
Lu^U-ftrerfc Fbur-thre scorer last iBffl (hast tram 4b fewer) but looted rtancharlBd 
ki both recant starts and probably best watched unless mart* sfe-efc are riff* 
HoocMnkar: PossUt wel^ts pek on 20 lenglhs Wbreester win over Graavowtam 
4b lower m Ntx but then tost he confidence overfcnces and retimed to buries (good 
Lurioxr 2nd to Msar Genemeity). Chan^r p*w»eiMjn ^ 

Hr Uafpwnc: Go dose srtth repeat ol steying-on Vh lengrfis ad erf 16 id RJ 01 Data 
over an» hare lest monthi from 4b Ioimk but jumping a concern over shorter tnp 
Mbter Btaka: Below term shoe 8 bngtt* win over Qjgi Beach a Ne*ton Abbot pm2l 
heap: good to soft) in Nw tram 4b lowsc Fel here latest and dfficult to prarict 
VEFIDICT: A cdtaoion of pbddeia, apart from HOODWINKB*. whose shaky Jump- 
ir£ confidence shorid hare been restored by a raced good outing owr hurie&He 
tacks wel in on hb best form and wl hands the tesmg conrinona Pasons Boy. 
who sprang a surprise hare lest March, at least seems sue to get romd again and 
might be me pick of thereat. 


HUGH PEEL HUNTER CHASE (CLASS HJ.E2JHX) added 
3m 110yds Penalty Value £1,674 

1 PG44 MR BUSKER (25) (CO) (GJ BBstlow) P Morris tC7 Mr C J B Bartow (7) 

3 1F11-2 RS3 REBEL (24) (D) (kbs M E Mxidy) T Wrfkxd 7C7 Ur N Wbon 

3 3T1-P2 SHADY BHMA (17) (CO] P PuQh) Q Edeanb 7 12 Z Mr S Prior (7) 

4 /FfiP-1 BA SIL STH gT pi) (D) (B Jxtaan) S Ftook 7 T2 □ HrTDwntap) 

5 &P51P CANISTER CAERE (17) W (J E P«^ F Ifettww 11 G 0 Ifr D Sbwtocfc (I) 

6 4M38 COUMCRCtAL AHT1ST (It) TO (L A Jforgan) D McCan O O 0 Ur C Bonner 

7 4FPPJP DA»«1ALE (24) (D) (E Hsddock) E HaiXx* OGO Mr N Gifflm (7) B 

8 3M5P- I1AN MOOD (FR) (31Q (J RNtan) E Haatack B 12 0 JMGHsnwp) 

9 31/C- SARCOID (325) (D) (SP Raimi] Grtnrwr 9 130 DouUU 

V IE-22 SIRETCHT (25) (D Bf) (Uea T UcQlifctil Ubb T LfcClli'Ch 9 T2 Oifax T McCurfch (7) 

-lOdadnd- 

betttwG: M Sbmtj Emma. 52 Red RsbM, 4-1 SmcML 10-1 Bart Street, 12-1 ConmncW 

Artist, Hr ButUf. 18-1 Um Hood, 25-1 othsrs 

EW: I* Bute 9 11 7 Ifr C J B Bartow (7) wans tar (P Mental 8 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Mr Busker: Winning poraoc bn latest 38 lengths 4tft of « to Varytunav el Heydock 
(3m hunter, soft) haves htai plenty to And rarer a trip short ol Ns best 
Rad Robot Ptomteng hunter-chasa tfehut when baettag Rusty Frtow IS lengths al 
Ukueter pm2t good) in Mty. Confirmed his progress when unlucky lengtfi 2nd O Sobs 
to Strang point -to-poin a tAtetherby (3m good) las month Go dose 
Shady Emma: 40-1 C&D winner In May from Lord Harry. Just outpaced by ueefirf 
wtutaMuw at Htaetcn Park (3m good to soft) last month and should be in tvrt here 
Bad Street; Easy wntar ot lutt race at Whtwie* Manor ponHo-poInt (3m, aott) last 
month Takmg huge step 143 in class 

Canister Caette; VIM beaten h point -ports this term and Me obvious chance 
Co mm ercial Ardat Smart pertMinBr to hb prime bul on toe downgrade and beaten 
40 lenglhs when Mi el B to Mouse Brt n Haydock amf heap (sort) test morttn 
Danrrfg el e: 60-1 chance when prited up at the tSh te pow-w-port won by Soba at 
UMherby Ora good) last month Held by Red Rebel on that 
Man Mood: frtadersehendcapperwUiChBrle books tea term (best 141 to 2m4t) Has 
had bracdtrfng probtams end Is prabebly best watched on first run for new yard 
SMcfdE Smart 2nd to Pirtera Overhead on Larlihl pert to-pont reeppearenoe but 
dtaappo rt ing in weator race a Chaddestey Corbett sues Probetty has eomething to 
tad «i this company and tacks experience ol regulation fences 

VERDICT: H e probably wee to give preference » huitBMhaee form over port-to- 
port returns, and rai thm basis SHADY BIBAA looks the pick. She hes purred she 
handes these lances end her fitness carnet be doubled. Rod Rebel, who had some 
weS-known names (Lo Srtegone among thorn) behind at Wstherby also has regub- 
ttan-fence experience and looks the dengec 


3.50 


WILLIAM HILL NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS D) E7^00 2m 4f Penalty Value £5^25 


4.50 


. GTsnaay 
.RJMtetM 
8 McGrath 


I - 

M12I PRUSSIA (12) P) [f^fannaa^waByaflg.--.-. 

■> iHMP BNGWiOW(ai)(MsSAEwMM8 8Jowecn7ii2--- 

! S SSSBS 

I S^Mra^ra^UUewriyn)BU*wBl)»intt2 S Wynne 

OP-TOP COOLEST BY “Ttetortp!? 

II 0P5684 »STMiGOLD(7)(AEFncMBJPwe7 B0 -vraoswrepfn 

■ 11 0KMw" 

nftwwxn worrfr toe tertcap i?t SwSt! ^ 

BgTTING: 13-8 Satxa JfL 7-2 PnnMa. ^ Eland. 10-' Ate*an run; Kppeen jewel, 

1 floktan Fim. 16-1 Pete Grid. 2fi-l 

IBMHDMMwter 9 11 « C Ltawel)m W (W * W 

FORM GUIDE 

> v^mdwnsfae retoaal on ted chaang !»? 

l[!^^J^r^t»te»gto-i3matnPL good » ftm). Hefty taak >i heavy gwnd.ri- 
anfl succ assns Moiuaret carwctbe dtertmaed 

swSStfSSs5saiiB:2a"“* 

b«h port-tiHWrt twSyAta r*temarfcnrxa. teyswel 

Bi SSSsSSs2S&- , 555S 

good to ImnL PWi of m m smartv M LeteeatBr (2m7?hcan 

fll3,l,,,in 'iJilbStoemd teity« find S** 1 1,81 ^ (**“*““ OmM running 


66-21U AUSSEBrec1^TO(Bn(lteSSni»i)MrsSSni*i7eO 

TM» SQBHWl1fl)(»ai»8DWHBri)ELJBrw51ID MfM “SLE 

234831 ROKER JOKSI (2Q (CD) flte P HuBWnecri H ^ao** 8 " 4 --C*Wb 

■6WD0 COiniANO«HaiOC20)(PirtWRDdan5t1 1 —r * PUeC f? 

S304F1 CtHJHTC»DEAL(«J(TtaeAUbiBlJcflRNBew4lJB MrRFBnteH 

AJOM MA2ZHJI0 (11) {IfcsEOart ABafcy6t)8 Wynne 

FM31 fflDEWOOD HIGGLE p) (Mm B Ibms) RJRnCfl9100(7^ -flJri«|»n 

ROTO HORTS UTTLB P3) (T MyXx^ T Mc«ian8 DO JMob»«M7) 

Wtem we&t fOtt True fmricep tMkgfts: Ftemod toga* 9a l ift Mag l ife 
BETtWil 7-4 Aussie Bob, B-4 Ftakar JokK 8-1 Court Drtiri, T3-2 Prfttewwd Fusate. 7-1 Sek 
berry, in C w aaenchB Han. 12-1 llazzekao, 200-1 MortsLUaHM 
«8ft Pabdum Boy 8 tl 7 A P McCoy 14. to (U Pipe) V ran 

FORM GUIDE 

AiiMris Bole Form ofiNWherty wtt over Nad* But* working out we! are leal toij 
tow ^ whan Wteting a toe tost In Pruste real « Market Hasan (2mSf heap, eott) 
West 6b Ngher now but the one to beat 

SeberTy. Raisad T21b slnca comprt>X3 hat-Vtk with easy Hereford wto 

Race end looted in hanricapperb when -BtangthsAthofTtoMeffCCombho- 

tkxi at Ate pnwi heap, good n mkl Ian tm» ... 

Rofcer Joker. CcnSrmed mprovement c< Cheasnham 3rd io Pt** 

9 tenglhs wki over The Negotiator rare r C&D from 13b lewrer. Ptenty to cto now, txg 

OaSmn^MroSpmma«Bq»ct whenB tangtoarih aArtectortL^^War- 

wMrtaNwtettowrtedttctaaSanrtowr.tatoaMMcCoySitogtemite y 

Court Ordeal: Form oof neck win over aarboek to CortslefBnif non heavy) teepres 

himatalr bit tofind n BwCOmpeny. I L JL , -inmniphntnsnlt 

SAezzeknorLknitedexpBtlBrxMbdnriariraelyr^riolftondettantSthipHicJi Homant 

a Hayttock (2mtf nott aofft treetetafl prospect w hmriMpdebu^^^ 

Prldwraod Fuggte Improved farm when 

aeler MM wbMl 3 b out of we(g«s despite 7 b penalty and tough task rarer tr^j wrarn 

tesla Ibs atenvie on prranaua Fbntvrel evidence 

Morta LRUo Hen: LiWesignofabBy and nooOtrfcuB dha*» 

VERDICT: AJ the aim are that AUSSIE GOB g 

he worid t«« nothed an easy suosasa at 

he Wtt awthw progressteB sort In Roto Joker and rtureaWfl typ® « 

rm and Pil dewood Fuggta. 


CHIRK ‘NATIONAL HUNT NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3,500 added 2m If Penalty Value £2,654 

1 45-IP HAHMCRE (BB) (9r Shm lycett Green) T IMe 5 It 8 JCxtaghjn 

2 006 AUWEV RULBI (2Q (FUoytQ tl 2 GTboney 

3 30«3 CAJUS P)(V*ai*s JHfScy) J U^floracnBH 2 TSdtfclCfl 

4 OFF CASA RNA R (PR Itetes) U Ppefitl 2 „CHaurie 

5 oh. hAHBI SCARai (858) (D) QBawnod tatemMtanal) II Ftaren B tl 2^ . C Uewa fl yw 

6 « 1HEUGiyQIHBim(Ch»taCNdar(ta)Dtt£rnailS AC Coyle (S) 

7 0033 8RLL SCARLET (3Z) (JKDesteriqJK Cresswri 3 n DFomp) 

8 OW CXJUIARANN (2Q [K Fte) Ml S 8mrfl71)n SDUSCk 

9 Q05P- WOOOTSCUD(32Z)(Ma jndmtd JPtetnB7Xll -Cary Lyons 

-Sdadared- 

BETTWG: W Harem Scarem, iMCoJmarecm, >1 Cafus, H H te daoa, T2-1 Casa Rm, 18-1 

AJBtrey Rufef, 25-1 WB Scsriri. 66-1 stars 

1998. Kattou Nonontob 8 n 8 J A McCarthy 4-7 In (0 Sherwood) 11 tan 

FORM GUIDE 

Herdacn: Market Ream flap tact tme alter pramsng 4 lengths Htstham wta rarer Ryatax 
Sin heavy): Hard pidar vboee chance probably rest on whether he setta 
Alttiray Ruler Fist signs of abity when 20 lengths Sh of "6 to Gulder over C&D last 
moreh but eO ptanty to And 

CMtac Chance on Vtangths -4th to CNetWardence at Nnwasfle last morrfh but below 
Ittel farm when 22 tangbs 3rd of 20 to Pttrns on softer grauta raw same C&D last 
month SnouM be suited by thS tear course 

Cwa FTna:'i« to complete in two stana 40-1 and In rear when lei 4 out n race won 

by Hagchip Thareae aTSBurtan pm 31 non hewy) West 

Harem Scarem: Halee bumper winner tat year and 27 iangtos mn of ibung CM 

on UmeriCk hutass d«xn pmll naUtah soh} test ManSi Fiem a yen! wen good terra 

toes and worth a check to toe market 

The Ugly Gunner: kb dpi of abity h bunpera Hudaa debut 

VBB ScarfetE LlsaU bunper perfotmec Lae progress wtwi 31 lengths 5rh of 14 to 

Rtaardoon Uttowtef hurries debut (3m non heavy). Open to improvement 

Cohnerron: Pram of siding-on Vh length CMtmck hurries debut 2nd to My 

Desperado pn nwi good) boosted by ttfrd-fiaced OoklengirtTKltele Sira to be In 

the tin but struggled to go pace tastlma and tougher tea wouta probably suit 

Wbody Scud: W9 need to Ingrowi conslderabty on test eeesenb modest eHpne 

VERDICT: Ksrdacre is Irely ® set a strong early pace, so the W» «Ud be njn to 

Brit COLMARRAN, whoso Caiterk* form b working out WBh the ground on the soft 

ride and Vie emphasis Bceiy to be on stamtaa. she can stay on to beat Catos and 

Karate Scarem. 


JIM CULLOTY will miss the 
Cheltenham and Aintree Fes- 
tivals and probably the re- 
mainder of the season after 
breaking an arm in a fall at Ex- 
eter yesterday. The I rishman, 
who has ridden 34 winners this 
season, suffered the injury 
when his mount, Storm Dust 
came down at the sixth fence in 
of the Raleigh Gilbert Memor- 
ial Novices’ Chase. 

Henrietta Knight, for whom 
Culloty was riding Storm Dust, 
said- “It could not have hap- 
pened at a worse time for Jim 
with the Cheltenham and Ain- 
tree Festivals and lots of big 
races coming up. 

“U seems he got trampled on 
and one of the horses kicked 
him while he was on the 
ground He seems to be in a lot 
ofpainbutlhope he’ll be fine.” 

One trainer aiming to ensure 
that his charges arrive at Chel- 
tenham fit and sound is Mal- 
colm Jefferson. He has been 
forced to work his festival 
hopes on Southwell's all-weath- 
er track because of the floods 
which are affecting Ins Malton 
base. 

Although Jefferson has been 
able to canter Data Star (Cham- 
pion Hurdle), Anabranch (Grand 
Annual Chase), Optimism 
Reig n s (Royal & SunADiance 
Chase) and Kings Measure 
(Status Casinos Final or Coral 
Cup), the flooding- reckoned to 
be the worst in the area since 
1931 - has prevented the quar- 
tet from doing fast work. 

Even Jefferson's all-weath- 


er gallop has struggled to cope 
with the rainfall, forcing the 
trainer to look to Southwell's Fl- 
bresand surface. Da to Star is a 
20-1 chance for the Champion 
Hurdle with William HflL 

■ A week before Cheltenham 
begms, the derk of the course, 
FMip Arkwright, yesterday de- 
scribed the going as soft, with 
prospects of some drying 

weather over the next few days. 
“We had 10mm of rain the day 
before yesterday and today" 
Arkwright said “We had a dry 
day tod^y up until midday when 
we had a farther 2mm.” 

■ The Jackpot pool, which 
swelled to over £700,000 at Ex- 
eter yesterday after £274,000 
had been carried forward from 
Southwell on Monday was won 
by 49 punters who each 
scooped £58,480.70. 

■ Yesterday’s meeting at 
Sedgefield and today's card at 
Catterick were abandoned be- 
cause of waterlogging. 


FIRST SHOW 


Bangor 3.50 ^ 

C H L S T 


AtteBob 7-4 gg » M 1S6 

RteJte 11-1 5-3 94 S3 94 


C omOwtari M 11-2 1V2 IK 11-2 
Ptkfcreood Fu oa . ti-Z 8-1 6-1 1M 7-1 
Salary 8-1 8-1 7-t 8-1 7-1 


Coammche H. W Pj 184 H-1 9-1 
14-1 9-1 M-1 14-1 11-1 


Mate Ufa Han BM 150-1 158-1 13CM tSM 
£actH»K a fito Re otot, pte f. Z 3 
C cut H IMn HI L Lactate S Satay T Ira 


RESULTS 


EXETER 

2-20. pm it TOyO sefflng tianrieap hurts) 

1. TRUE VISION — A P McCoy 11-4 hw 

2. B andan a Dmy trSuJftvan 14-1 

3. Spirit Lavet Mr P Flynn 10-1 

Also: lfJO-30 Summer Fiona. 7-1 Remem- 
ber Star (4th), 12-1 Ruby Bear (5th). M l 
Pot Blackball. Vrtad Dancer, *-i Han- 
buy Princess 20-1 Easy. 25-1 Little Fima. 
11 ran. SI Z TJ rist (Wtaner chestnut mres 
byrtensvaufof Lysatra, trained by M F4po 
a Wefington tor Retort Heddfch). TWro 
&L50: rt30 E&3a £340. DF: £3880 CSF: 
£3594 IheasL £303Sa 

2.50: (2m if TKJytJ amateurs nonce hurtle) 

1. POT BLACK UK MrPRynn4-1 

2. Down Spinner Ur M Foley 8-1 

3. Hasten Bek Mr A Hofetcnonh 20-1 

Abo: 1-2 Wise Gunner. 19-1 Robaette 
(4th). 33-1 Panchofi Tango (Rh), tJQ-1 
Wicked Gama 

7 ran. 7.9 22, s 1 /:. (Winner bay getdsnff by 
Jbfigeflereton our of Goftfen Home, trarad 
by P Hobbs at Minetiead tor A Loze). Tbte: 
C490; Ciaa £2t» DF: C142a CSF: C2&7Z 

3lzo: (3m 61 haodtaap chase) 

1. GKS BEACH __J mart 10-1 

2 . Kkmahana FKre*y 5 -i 

a St Meson Ftoway _AP McCoy 20-1 
AhHK 7-2 Treasure A«an (Mh). B-2 Seta- 
tan. 11-2 Th* Fortune (5th), 9-1 Pemymoa 
Prmce («h), 14-1 Svnpson, 16-1 Spring 
Marathon, 25-1 Maurachas, 40-1 Red 


11 ran. Dtet 12. 26. dtat (Mtanor brawn 
gekSng by Domng Rosa out ol A m egnac 
Princess, treated by R Frost at Buck- 
bsdeigh for George Stanring) IUk 2080: 
C220L C210. ESJO DF: E3170 CSF C13264 
4JZ0 1 (3m 21 novtet* hurde) 

1, LADY OF GORTMERRON 


.C UawaSyn 2-1 


2. KaOya CongitMt — A Thornton S-4 (aw 

1 Btan a combe - ..J Hotey 20-1 

Alan: 4-1 Greycoat Boy (4th). 9-1 Ezanak. 
Jazz Duka 50-1 Connthtan Goto. G6-1 
Shadraon (604. wo-i Amothebamba See 
Ute(Sh). 

10 ran. 7, da to M. risL (Mnnergreymaie 
by Orehesba out c/ Um Gray: trained by 
N Tnnston-Dartes at Cheltenham tar Chel- 
temam Racing Ud). Tot* van E360: plows 
E110. El 20. E2J50 W. £380 CSF: £323 
4S0: (2m if 110 yd hanrieap hurde) 

1. SUNRISE SPECIAL _£Bunvugh5-1 
<L Advance East 0 McPhefl 11-1 

3. Ranger Sloerie R Ferraro 6-1 

Also: 4L6 lav Lizzys Fits (4th). B-l King 
Mole (5th), 12-1 Nobel Lad (Oh). 

5 rtel. 3‘/p. 2'h. U6 (Wtfmer bay goKh 
rtg Oy Pertrios ot* 0 / Bwek 01 Day, trained 
byPRDdkvdriUartockfwFALandng- 
an) IUk £720; EtSCL E32Q OF: £1740 CSF: 
E47S7. 

Jackpot 15648070 

Ptacepoc CL303-TO. QiHKtpot: Emm 

Ptace ft E2345S2. Pto» 5: S32S6& 


11 ran. T'A. 25. 5. 4, 12 (IWrwercfwsmuf 
getting by HoobOkt out ol Omagh Lady. 
trainad by P Metals ai Shepton Malet far 
C I A Paterson). Tote: £900: £180 CiflQ 
£480 DF: £2730 CSF: £5285. Tncast 
£99804 istaTrttKta. £108040 NR: Secret 
Bid. 

33 0: (2m 3t novice ctiasa) 

1. DBFENDTHHtEALM —I FraTO 10-1 

2 . Mmereft Ragaos Thornton 14-1 

3. Btanctriand r Maude 30-1 

Atao: *^« Bracoy Run, 6-1 Storm Duet. 7- 
1 Rashshm. 12-1 Crack RegmanL 14-1 
Cento. BO-i Tacos Revenge. 88-1 Scarlet 
Rambler (4th), 100-1 Fad (8th). 


¥THE INDEPENDENT 


RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 


LIVE COMMENfA RIEfelREgusl 

BANGOR I 971 I 981 


CATTERICK 


SOUTHWELL 973 983 


972 


982 


All COURSES RESULTS 

0891 261 970 


Milihxn 


r.iuixl 


SUGAVI 


l 





- 




is: 


l 







22/SPORT 


the independent 

vCnAMwnLiv 10 Mjrrh l«B» 


His r 
and 
Jol 
will 

V 

disembo" 
creative f 
route ton 

the man 

Uanttythr 
period in 
This is 
the BBC. 
ector gei 
and the ( 
cidehow 
poration 
beyond! 
report oi 
mitteecl 
omist G« 
Notir 
tirehistt 
eralbeei 
reviled, 
of Lord 
Lord Br 
to atta< 
Dalek" « 
■*pseudc 
method 

Among 
Hussey 
the BB 
during' 
first de 
thendii 
Husj 
theopii 
of The ’ 
drowni 
perpet 
money 
those : 

necteti 

niakinf 

“forth- 

the mj 
notthi 
got its 
Thi 
height 
ieties 
himsc 
drairu 
of Le 
writer 
nor, v 
maria 
trollec 
cretri 
loom 

-that 
gon v 


Boxing: Generations of horizontal British heavyweights can be avenged at Madison Square Garden on Saturday night 

Lewis fighting America’s prejudice 


iff . 


Richard 

Williams 

IN 

NEW YORK 


THE BIG MEN came back to the 
Big Apple yesterday, only to find 
that America's mind was on an- 
other time and another place. 
Fbr a while, at least the winter 
of ’99 took a back seat to the 
summer of *41. Evander Holy- 
field and Lennox Lewis couid 
only sit quietly and wait their 
turn while baseball fans 
mourned Joltin' Joe DiMaggio, 
remembering the year of his 
great batting streak and 
acclaiming an American hero. 

The notion of losing another 
American property, (he heavy- 
weight championship of the 
world, is not on their minds. You 
would have to look hard to find 
any local expert other than 
those connected with Lewis's 
camp, who do not feel that 
Holyfield will emerge Gram 
Madison Square Garden on 
Saturday night as the first 
undisputed champion since 
Riddick Bowe took all three 
titles from him in Las Vegas in 
November 1992. 

According to Lewis, the 
reason is nothing to do with his 
prowess as a boxer and every- 
thing to do with his decision to 
fight under the British flag. 
Responding to the words of 
Wallace Matthews of the New 
York Post who dismissed him 
this week as a man with “three 
passports but no credentials", 
Lewis said: Tve been reading 
that kind of thing ever since I've 
been in the United States. I've 
got used to iL If rd come here 
straight after the Olympics, 
they'd have adopted rae and 
everything would have been 
fine. As it is. I'm classed as a 
British fighten with everything 
that involves." 

If the Americans feel that 
Lewis has generations of 
horizontal heavyweights to live 
down to, thqy maybe deluding 
themselves. He will bring not 
only the World Boxing Council 
title into the ring on Saturday 



Heavy work: Britain’s Lennox Lewis hammers away in a New Ybrk gym yesterday in preparation fi»r the most important fight of his career against Evander Holyfield Allsport 


but also the stature of a genuine 
heavyweight champion, albeit 
one whose career has been 
often diverted and occasional- 
ly thwarted by the sort of com- 
mercial considerations that 
have little to do with the science 
of pugilism, but have never- 
theless weighed heavy on the 
sport throughout its history. 
Evading an opponent outside 
the ring is sometimes as im- 
portant as dod gin g his punch- 
es inside it, and Lewis, at 33, has 
been a frequent victim of elu- 
sive opponents - beginning 
with Bowe, who jettisoned the 
WBC title rather than put all 
three belts at risk in a con- 
frontation with the man who 
had stopped him inside two 
rounds in the super-heavy- 
weight final at the Seoul 
Olympics in 1988. 


“The important thing is to 
know who you are and what 
you've done." Lewis said this 
week. But even his boosters are 
sometimes less than sure about 
that The most enigmatic of 
fighters, Lewis has several fine 
performances to his credit 
notably his second-round dis- 
missal of Donovan Ruddock in 
1991 and his 95-second demoli- 
tion of the unpredictable 
Andrew Golota 18 months ago, 
but his escutcheon remains 
tarnished by the memory of his 
slow start against Frank Bruno 
at Cardiff Arms Rark in 1993 and 
victories against several men 
who belonged either in the psy- 
chiatric ward (Oliver McCall, on 
their second meeting) or the 
knacker’s yard (Tommy Morri- 
son, Henry Akinwande). As he 
faces tiie biggest fight of his ca- 


reen maybe even Lewis does 
not know which version of him- 
self will answer the first bell at 
the Garden. 

At least this fight will not be 
subjected to unfavourable com- 
parisons with DiMaggjo's 
deeds. Had Mike Tyson been 
fighting this week, his life and 


between two men of good pub- 
lic behaviour and reasonably 
unblemished reputation - al- 
though Lewis tried to ruffle 
HolyfiekTs feathas last week by 
describing him as a “hypocrite” 
for presenting himself as a 
Christian while fathering chil- 
dren by numerous women. But 


7 can live with all this put-down stuff 
because l know that it's within me to become 
the undisputed champion of the world* 


works would no doubt have 
been held up for instructive 
comparison with the flawless 
dignity and grace of the Yankee 
Clipper. Instead we are pre- 
sented with a boxing match 


that like the sudden surge of 
rumours concerning Lewis’s 
sexuality, which obliged the 
fighter to out himself as a 
heterosexual, is likely to be 
forgotten as the fight nears. 


Fbrthis is, in boxing terms, 
a genuinely historic event as 
close as one can come in 
today's climate to a straight- 
forward contest between the 
two best available contenders. 
Admittedly, the competition 
below them is hardly impres- 
sive, but that only makes this 
more like most other eras, 
rather than less. 

AD 19,000 seats at the Garden 
were sold out within a fortnight 
of the announcement of the 
fight which suggests that 
American boxing fans are tak- 
ing tiie event seriously - al- 
though there is a nice but 
unverifiable story that after 
the $1,500 (£930) ringside seats 
bad gone in a rush, a slower 
response to the next tier of 
$1,000 (£620) tickets was solved 
by putting them, too, up to the 


top price. New Yorkers are 
pleased to see a big fight hack 
in their town, where so much of 
the sport* s history was written. 

The current Garden is the 
fourth to bear that name. The 
first of them really was built in 
Madison Square, near the Flat- 
iron building on 23rd Street at 
Fifth Avenue. The third, on 
Eighth Avenue at 50th Street, 
was the one in which boxing 
legends were created, and was 
surrounded by gyms and fight 
taverns- Lou Stillman’s Gym, 
the limes Square Gym, the 
Neutral Corner and Jack 
Dempsey’s Bar This was where 
Rocky Marciano knocked out 
Joe Louis, and where theyoung 
Cassius Marceflus Clay came 
on 13 March I963,36years to the 
day before Saturday’s fight, to 
withstand a hail of boos from a 


sold-out house nf sceptical New- 
Yorkers while seeing off Dong 
Jones over a hard-fought 10 - 
rounds. . ' '-i 

Erected in the kite 60s, 15 ~ 
blocks to the south, where it- ; 
backs on to the majestic Bast a 
O ffice headquarters, the anrr 
Garden will always be thought a 
of. whatever happens on '■ 
Saturday or any other night, as:' 
the place where .\li and Joe- 
Frazier fought out their no- - 
quarter battle of 8 March 197V -i 
when Smokin' Joe retained 
title by bolding out for victory 
over a man in his third fight-;'; 
after an enforced three-year^ 
lay-off. But little within the ; 
precincts, or in the streets - 
surrounding it breathes the - 
essence of boxing. '• - ‘1 

When Holyfield emerged for 
a public workout yesterday/! 
morning, it was neither at the"; 
Garden nor at some atmos-v 
pheric old premises inhabited ; 
by the Runyonesque spirit of 
New York 'boxing. It was,” 
instead, at the Church Street^. 
Boxing Gym a new establish- ; 
meni located in a basement on 
the downtown frontier between ■ 
fashionable, arty Tribeca - a - 
place of lofts and restaurants 
owned by the more bohemian :; 
kind of movie star - and Walt. 
Street home of the true ma* 
ters of the universe. - . 

Tiie whitewashed walls were 
clean, the Boor was unscuffed -, 
parquet there were carefully 
painted murals of Louis and 
Dempsey, the hare-alloy heal-/ 
ing ducts looked as if they'd just 
been polished, the fight postern., 
were new, and the equipment , 
was box-fresh (if you tawed one ; 
of the heavy bags, it gave off an . 
aroma not of sweat or embro- 
cation but of top-quality - ■ 
leather). The house rules were 
neatly printed on a plastic ago. 
“Disreputable behaviour of any 
kind will not be tolerated." one 
of them read, buty ou could not 
imagine the possibility’ arising., ~ 
Holyfield, clearly in a genial: 
mood, worked out to the strains 
of Christian rap music. He 
hardjy looked like a man firing 
in fear of losing his World. . 
Boxing Association and In : 
temationai Boxing federation 
titles. But Lewis has a faith of 
his own. “I can live with all this 
put-down stuff," he said on 
Monday, “because 1 know that 
it’s within me to become the 
undisputed champion of the 
world." This fight may lack the 
dimension of bate-hype that 
surrounds any event in which 
Mike T^son is involved, but the 
business at hand could hardly : : 
be more serious. 


Fragile truce in war on the water 


Darbon saves Oxford 


THE BICKERING is in full 
suing, the budgets are esca- 
lating and egos are already 
being bruised. It must be Amer- 
ica's Cup time again. 

Sport's oldest trophy may be 
moving into Lhe 21st century, 
but it cannot bea r to relinquish 
its grip on the 19th. when its 
culture was established. 

Adding to a powerful cocktail 
of technological star wars on the 
equipment side and psycho - 
wars ashore, this week came a 
threat by the president of the 
sport's world governing body, lhe 
International Sailing Federa- 
tion to outlaw the whole event 

Paul Henderson's gripe is 
over who makes the rules and 
who appoints the referees to 
administer them. He has also 
insisted that he wants the com- 
peting syndicates to pay about 
$500.000 1 £310.000) to the ISAF. 
But in his latest missive from 
his Canadian home. Henderson 
says: “I told them to forget the 
dollars and run an outlaw re- 
gatta if ISAF did not at least 
ensure fair play. They are now 
reneging rat their agreement [to 
run under ISAF rules and let 
the body appoint the umpires] 
and I may have to make it an 
outlawed event with the rele- 
vant penalties for the sailors 
and ISAF officials." 

As if there were not problems 
enough without threatening to 
expel the top players. There 
were howls of dismay when 
New Zealand announced, in 
San Diego in 1995. that their win 
was the last the world would see 
of an America's Cup in the 20th 
century. They would, said their 
national hero and soon-to-be- 
knighted Peter Blake, defend in 
February 2000. That meant the 
event went into a state of sus- 
pended animation as the world 
turned to countless Test match- 
es. five Super Bowls, an 
Olympic Games and a football 
World Cup. 

But over the last fortnight in 
Auckland, the lights were 
turned on again. It was not just 


Tales of paranoia, breached security, aggression and team discord tell us 
that sailing’s oldest event is underway. By Stuart Alexander in Auckland 


the flashing smile of Frenchman 
Bruno lYoubfa, a former Cup 
helmsman and now the driving 
foire behind the Challenger 
series sponsorship of Louis 
Vuitton. He was in good spirits 
at the reunion, despite having 
to try to hold things together 
as late wobbles developed 
between the America's Cup 
Challenge Association and the 
American broadcaster with 
whom they had a deal ESPN. 

Syndicates constantly need 
to reassure and appease their 
sponsors over television expo- 
sure. Thus, when one of the syn- 
dicates - not surprisingly the 
New York Yacht Club's Young 
America - said it was putting a 
billboard on its hull and main- 
sail for a rival TV’ company, Fbx, 
the feathers started flying. And 
as ACCA is run by the Chal- 
lenger record, which doubles as 


the New York Yacht Club, tbere 
were Immediate accusations 
of duplicity of the kind the club 
endured a century ago. 

Whatever had happened to 
the pledges to turn the Ameri- 
ca's Cup into a friendlier event 
instead of being riddled by para- 
noia about security, with people 
using lasers and infra-red to 
hack into data transmissions, or 
stealtby r divers to take pictures 
of secret keel designs? 

But the aggression on the 
water has already begun. The 
pilot of the Team New Zealand 
support boat took exception to 
the close attentions of his Nip- 
pon Challenge opposite number 
and took radical action. He 
rammed the Japanese boat 
hard, dropped back, and 
rammed him ag ain The police 
were on standby next time the 
two New Zealand boats went out 


There were signs of a more 
relaxed approach in the warm- 
up regatta held in Auckland last 
week. The Italians, who fly in 
their own food for their cooks 
to prepare, held a party and 
invited crews from the rival syn- 
dicates. Tb be seen fraternising 
with the enemy in the past 
would have been a guillotining 
offence, but here was everyone 
happily mixing, including 
members of the arch enemy, 
the defending Team New 
Zealand. 

A softer touch is also 
promised by the only woman 
skipper in the self-styled City of 
Sails, San Francisco's Chicago- 
born Dawn Riley. She has local 
Olympian Leslie Egnot calling 
some of the shots. Riley neither 
gives nor looks for any quarter 
for her American Tfrue crew but 
says she is planning a more 

WE&WFM 


open approach in her com- 
pound. “We don’t want it to be 
like a fortress," die says, “So we 
will be building a viewing deck 
for the public. We want the at- 
mosphere to be friendly." 

The Italians can afford to be 
generous. Backed by the Italian 
fashion house ofPrada, they are 
said to be the best-funded of the 
10 likely challenges, including 
five from the US. But Prada 
boss Fatrmo Bertelli is smiting 
all the way to the bank since he 
bought a 9.5 per cent stake in 
Gucci fast November and then 
sold it for a near-NZ$200m 
l£6&2m) profit in January to 
Louis Vuitton. 

And he also has employed 
Doug Peterson, who knows 
exactly how the Kiwis won the 
Cupid San Diego, having been 
on their design team. The chal- 
lengers may be united in the 
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Defending champions Team New Zealand at the start of their Road to the America's Cup race against Italy AFP 


wish to defeat New Zealand 
now but they are also squaring 
up for their own battles, even 
though the first Louis Vuitton 
race is seven months away. 

There are also splits in Tbam 
New Zealand, and between 
TNZ and the sailing communi- 
ty in Auckland. One overseas 
sailor claimed be had uncov- 
ered, to bis horror and disbelief, 
the “25wi life fist”. On it are peo- 
ple who are now outsiders as far 
as TNZ is concerned. Fbr life. 

The city itself has invested 
about NZ$50m into infrastruc- 
ture winch they hope they will 
be able to use twice because of 
a successful defence, and are 
following up with another 
NZ$i3m to smooth the path of 
the Vbhro Race in 2001. There is 
a fear, however; that if they are 
an finished in time, there will be 
a huge oversupply of apart- 
ments. But the Cup has given 
a kick-start to both attitudes and 
interest and provides the focal 
point of Viaduct Basin's Amer- 
ica’s Cup Village. This includes 
a visit of over 100 super-yachts 
and the development of 35 
restaurants and bars for them 
and for every visiting Kiwi 

around tiie basin, from winch 
the world can watch the yachts 
entering and leaving each 
morning and evening. 

The trouble for the Kiwis is 
they have no defender trials, so 
they have to be content with 
limbering up for four months 
before taking to the water 
themselves. Still, no one is bet- 
ting heavily against them. 

And if the frenzy is all too 
much, then it is a short plane 
ride to Blenheim on the north- 
west of South Island. There you 
can find a gfliie Tony 
Orman and chase some very 
elusive brown trout, washing 
away the frustration in the 
evening with some Cloudy Bay 
Chardonnay from the- local 
Marlborough wine fields. 

The colour of the water on 
the racecourses of the Haura- 
id Gulf will be a lot more murky. 


THE 99th Varsity match ended 
in a 2-2 draw at Milton Keynes 
yesterday after Oxford came 
from behind with fate second- 
half goals to snatch the 17th 
draw of the series, which Cam- 
bridge lead 45-37. 

Cambridge took the lead 
when their former Oxford Blue 
Adam Laird won a penalty cor- 
ner in a clash with David Eache, 
the Oxford captain, and then de- 
flected Ian McCKve’s powerful 
drive into the roof of the net. 
Five minutes later their Bel- 
gium Under-2l international 
Thierry Gruslin increased the 


HOCKEY 


By Bill colwill 

lead following a long pass from 
Gareth Weir 

Oxford hit back in the 53rd 
minute through Tim Johnson 
and equalised two minutes 
from time at their nth penalty 
corner Eadie’s strike was well 
saved by goalkeeper Miles Har- 
ris, but he could do nothing to 
stop Mark Darbon scoring. 

. Cambridge took victory in 
the women’s game for the fifth 
time in a row, triumphing 4-1. 
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Philips PCAI20SA and 
PCA 300SA multimedia 
PC loudspeakers 

Our ongoing quality assurance programme hr, identified a 
possible lauft in the above ranges of Philips multimedia PC 
loudspeakers, sold between t996 and 1999. The fault could 
cause the loudspeaker to malfunction and become unsafe. 

IMPORTANT-, To identify if you have one of these speakers, 
please check the product label (which is attached to the 
underside of the main speal-er unit), and then check, whether 
the product number matches one of the above numbers. If • 
you find you have a set of Philips PC loudspeakers with 
product number PCA 1 20SA or product number PCA300SA. 
PLEASE STOP USING THEM IMMEDIATELY AND CALL 
THE FREEPHONE NUMBER BELOW 

0800 896 324 

We will advise you of further action to take and we wifi 
replace the speakers free of charge. 

Only the speal«r$ with the type numbers abewe are affected • 
by this safety recall - all other types of Philips multimedia 
loudspeakers can be used with foil confidence. 

We apologise for any inconvenience caused, and Hope you w8l . 
understand our commitment to ensure the highest standards 
of safety in all our products. 


. IS 


PHILIPS 






THE INDEPENDENT 

^fednesday IQ March 1999 


SPORT/23 


Gough 
ready to 
inspire 
Forest 


RICHARD GOUGH is poised to 
return to first-class action in 
England tonight after an 
absence of almost 12 years. 

The former Scotland skippeq 
who has joined Nottingham 
Fbrest on loan for the remain- 
der of the season, will make his 
debut for the Premiership 
s f)£gl er s at home to New- 
castle. And at the age of 36, he 
is relishing toe chance to return 
to a stage he graced with Tot- 
tenham. 

Gough has spent most of his 
glittering career north of the 
border with Rangers but had a 
successful season with Spurs in 
the 1980s. He said “I had offers 
from a number of First Division 
clubs but I wanted, first and 
foremost, to join Not tingham 
Fbrest Td rather be playing 
against the likes of Newcastle, 
Middlesbrough and Liverpool 
than First Division opposition. 

I don’t mean to sound disre- 
spectful but, given the choice, 
most people would opt to play 
in the Premier League." 

Gough has 11 games in 
vjQch to make an impact at the 
Cily Ground and try to help For- 
est plot a survival course. That 
looks to be a tall order for last 
season's First Division cham- 
pions. They have only 17 points 
to their credit and are 10 points 
adrift of safety. 

But Gough insisted Ilfs not 
impossible that Fbrest can stay 
up, although I cant deny it 
doesn't look too good. At 
Rangers, we found that winning 
became a habit and the same 
applies to losing. It’s a difficult 
habit to break, as Fbrest has 
found this season, but by the 
same token it’s amazing what 
a couple of wins can do and 
hopefully we can achieve just 
that” 

Gough is likely to take the 
place of Christian Edwards at 
tiK-heart of the Fbrest defence 
to face a Newcastle team who 
stormed into the FA Cup semi- 
finals on Sunday with a 4-1 win 
over Everton. 

Their manager, Ron Atkin- 
son. is also able to recall Alan 
Rogers and Andy Johnson, who 
are both free from suspension, 
but Carlton Palmer and Nigel 
Quashie must serve one-match 
bans. Mark Crossley is ex- 
pected to retain his place ahead 
of Dave Beasant. Crossley 
returned to the first team in 
Forest's goalless draw with 


FOOTBALL 


by Mark Pierson 

Charlton 10 days ago after al- 
most two years on the sidelines. 

Meanwhile, George Graham 
is tipping his old dub Leeds 
United to get into Europe again 
this season- but his sights are 
firmly set on Tbttenham joining 
them. 

The Spurs managpr h^is his 
latest reunion with the York- 
shire club at EUand Road 
tonight - the third meeting 
since he left in October to 
return to north London. 

Tbttenham's 2-0 victory in an 
FA Cup fourth-round replay 
two weeks ago at White Hart 
Lane did little to pacify toe 
Leeds fens who still feel he cyn- 
ically deserted then, but Gra- 
ham insists: “They’ve gone 
from strength to strength and 
if people thought about it prop- 
erly they would appreciate the 
work I did in turnin g the club 
around during my two years 
there. Now David O’Leary is 
taking them on to even better 
tilings and deserves foil cred- 
it for introducing a lot of tal- 
ented youngsters into the side. 

T believe Leeds will finish in 
the top four this season and 
qualify for Europe again. They 
have a lot of quality there 
already and the potential to 
become an outstanding team.” 

Leeds bounced back from 
their cup disappointment at 
Spurs to move into fourth 
place in the Premiership with 
a 2-1 win at Leicester last 
week, and Graham admits 
they now represent a big 
threat to Tottenham's 
unbeaten run of 16 matches - 
10 of them draws. 

“It is another big game for 
both dubs and if it is as exdt- 
ing as the cup replay in which 
Leeds played some superb foot- 
ball there won’t be any com- 
plaints from the fens " said 
Graham, who wanted to take 
O'Leary with him to White Hart 
Lane as his No 2 but has now 
increased the Arsenal connec- 
tion there by recruiting his for- 
mer Highbury assistant, 
Stewart Houston. 

“I'm happy with the 
progress we are making and I 
think the fans are, too,” said 
Graham. “We are in the top 10 
now. playing well and I think we 
are capable of going higher.” 



Mark Viduka, eyes closed, savours bis first Celtic goal with the help of team-mates Paul Lambert (left) and Vidar Riseth 

Viduka’s display sparks rethink 


MARK VIDUKA Haims he had 
no idea what to expect from 
Srattigh football, but after his 
remarkable full debut at 
Greenock Morton, the game 
north of the border realises 
what it will receive from him. 

Until now, Viduka’s name 
has been a source of embar- 
rassment for the Parkhead 
dub, after his dramatic walkout 
within days after joining last 
December; citing stress. • , 

, His mental state improved . 
but his eventual return saw 


doubts expressed about his 
physical fitness with the fear 
that he mi g ht not be able to 
make an impact until next sea- 
son at the earliest 

In the inauspidous and 
bleak surrounds of Cappielow 
on Monday night, Viduka took 
less than 10 minutes to force his 
critics into the kind of urgent re- 
think he hims elf famousfy dis- 
played when he first arrived in 
Glasgow. 

Hi? magnificent ft-st goal for 
the dub deserves to be re- 


membered. And without doubt 
more than the 13^00 present for 
the Scottish Cup quarter-final 
at Greenock will claim they 
were there to see it 

A clever drag-back with his 
left foot was followed by an ar- 
rogant but powerful flick of his 
right, sending the ball curling 
with power into the top corner 
of the net beyond Ally 
Maxwell’s reach. 

Viduka sai± “It was a great 
feeling to scare. Cappielow was 
very different to Celtic Park, but 


we handled it well and now have 
a good chance in the Cup. 

“Itwas a very physical game 
and I admit I didn’t know what 
to expect from Scottish football 
when I signed for Celtic. 

“Playing against them for 
Croatia Zagreb had given me an 
idea, but I knew little about the 
rest Already I can tell it will be 
quick and physical and will 
take me a while to adapt.” 

* On last night's showing how- 
ever Viduka needhave no con- 
cerns about being oiitmusded 


Scots will replace Farry despite legal moves 


THE SCOTTISH Football Asso- 
ciation wiD not let any prospec- 
tive legal dispute with deposed 
chief executive, Jim Fany, stop 
them appointing his succes- 
sor 

Fairy's departure was made 
public on Monday, even though 
he was personally told his fete 
last Friday, and the man who 
held the post for nine years is 
now taking legal advice. 

The SFA has yet to decide 
whether to advertise the posL 


But the association confirmed 
that Jack McGinn’s tenure as 
acting chief executive is viewed 
as temporary. 

McGinn already holds the 
position of SFA president and 
combining the roles, even given 
that he is retired and has no 
major business commitments, 
is not viewed as a long-term 
option. 

The SFA spokesman Andy 
Mitchell said yesterday: “It has 
not yet been decided how the 


post will be filled cr whether the 
vacancy will be advertised. Mr 
McGinn is acting chief execu- 
tive, which might be short- 
term, but there is no time limit 
“We will discuss this week 
how to take the role forward 
and what functions of the chief 
executive role Mr McGinn will 
adopt But as we see it there is 
no barrier in appointing a new 
chief executive, even if Mr 
Fany appeals. They are two 
separate matters." 


Another issue to be settled 
is the question of whether 
Farry will now lose his role on 
the Uefe Club Competitions 
Committee. He was voted onto 
the committee last year 
Leading candidates to 
replace Ffcrry at Park Gardens 
indude the Scottish Fbotball 
League secretary Peter Donald, 
SPFA secretary Tbny Higgins, 
Rangers director Campbell 
Ogilvie and former English FA 
chief executive. Graham Kelfy 


p ff p r mryprin g a t naigh initiation 

at Greenock Morton. The First 
Division outfit surpassed them- 
selves and did not deserve a 3-0 
home reverse, but ultimately it 
was Viduka’s touch on the ball 
as well as bis refusal to be 
knocked off it which made the 

ififTprenre 

Celtic were never allowed to 
settle, even after Larsson had 
doubled their tally. Only when 
Viduka notched a fortunate 
83rd minute second, via a de- 
flection, could they be consid- 
ered safe. 

It is a result which now 
leaves the prospect of Hamp- 
den Park being poised to mark 
its rebirth with the first Old 
Firm Scottish Cup final in a 
decade. In a season where no 
sustained challenge has 
emerged against the Glasgow 
dubs it would be a fitting con- 
clusion to the season. 

Johan MjaUby’s sending-off 
-giving him three yeDow cards 
in the tournament- could rule 
him out of the final unless 
Celtic's semi-final dash with 
Dundee United or Ayr goes to 
a replay. 


Hoddle to 
make a 
six-a-side 
comeback 


GLENN HODDLE will make his 
first public appearance since 
bang sacked as the England 
coat* when he plays for his old 
dub Tottenham in a veterans’ 
six-a-side tournament later this 
month. Hoddle will line up in a 
side who also feature the for- 
mer England internationals 
Chris Waddle, Clive Allen and 
Gary Stevens in the Carling 
Masters at the London Arena 
on 24 March, It wili be the first 
time Hoddle has worn a Spurs 
shirt since he played for the 
dub in the 1987 FA Cup final de- 
feat to Coventry. He was not in 
the original squad for the com- 
petition - which also features 
Arsenal, Chariton, Wimbledon, 
West Ham and Chelsea - but 
after his dismissal from the 
England job, he was asked to 
take part 

Mike Flynn, head of spon- 
sorship for Bass Brewers, said: 
“There is not a football fen in 
the country who could have 
doubted Glenn’s pedigree as a 
world-class player. The 
prospect of seeing his natural 
football skills again must sure- 
ly excite t!te football community 
at large, let alone dedicated 
Spurs fens." 

Another talent making a 
comeback on the field is the 
French international Eric Can- 
tona, who turns out tonight in 
Johan Cruyff’s testimonial at 
the Nou Camp. Cruyff, who as 
Barcelona coach guided the 
Catalans to their sole European 
Cup triumph in 1992, returns to 
his former dub to reach his 
“Dream Tbam” against the cur- 
rent Barca side. 

Cantona is among seven 
players who have offered to 
join up as reinforcements to 
Cruyff’s team in tribute to the 
Dutchman, who earlier this 
year was voted the European 
Fbotballer of the Century. Paul 
Gascoigne (England), Jorge 
Campos (Mexico), Mario 
Jardel and Aloisio Pipes Alves 
(both Brazil), Joao Pinto f Por- 
tugal) and Luc Nilis (Belgium) 
are other top names con- 
firmed for the gala occasion. 
They will join the likes of 
Michael Laudrup. Hristo Sto- 
ichkov and Ronald Koeman in 
the reunited Dream Team. 

Cantona, voted the greatest 
player in the history of Man- 
chester United in a recent 
poll of the club's fans, retired 
at the end of the 1996-97 sea- 
son after figuring high in the 
English game, first with Leeds 
United and then at Old 'fraf- 
ford. He left to pursue an act- 
ing career and last played a 
high-profile game in August in 
a match to raise money for the 
Munich Memorial Fund- 

lb night’s game, which is ex- 
pected to be a 100,000 sell-out. 
could have been an even more 
star-studded event but for a 
number of high-profile with- 
drawals - including Brazil’s 
Ronaldo. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Six IOC members face expulsion 


Olympic chiefs were today 
expected to announce the final 
number of members they plan 
to throw out of the Interna- 
tional Olympic Committee fol- 
lowing the Salt Lake City 
bribery scandal. 

An IOC ad-hoc panel which 
has already recommended the 
permanent expulsion of five 
IOC members for breaking 
rules on taking gifts following 
its own interna] investigation, 
planned to close its probe yes- 
terday. officials said Following 
allegations in a recent Salt 
Lake ethics committee report, 
the IOC’s ruling executive 
board bolds a global conference 
call today to decide whether to 
recommend further expulsions 
to a meeting of all members on 
1 7-^)5 March. Olympic sources 


OLYMPIC GAMES 


believe there is only one new 
case which is serious enough to 
merit expulsion. It is therefore 
likely that the extraordinary 
session of all members in Lau- 
sanne will be asked to vote to 
throw out a total of six mem- 
bers. They are accused of re- 
ceiving gifts or services worth 
more than toe allowed value of 
$130 (£92) from Salt Lake before 
the United States city won a 
vote in 1995 to stage the 2002 
Winter Games. 

Five members have already 
been suspended temporarily 
before the vote - Mali's Lamine 
Keita, Ecuador's Agustin Ar- 
royo, Sudan's Zein Ei Abdin 
Ahmed Abdel Gadir, Chile's 
Sergio Santander Fbntini and 


Congo’s Jean-Claude Ganga. 
Fbur others have quit over toe 
biggest bribery scandal to hit 
the movement - Kenya’s 
Charles Mukora. Finn Pirjo 
Haggmann, Swaziland’s David 
Sibandze and Libya's Bashir 
Mohamed AttarabulsL 
The ethics report implicated 
a further io. Three other mem- 
bers - Louis Guirandou- 
N’Diaye of the Ivory Coast, 
Kim Un-yong of South Korea 
and the Russian Vitafy Smirnov 
- have been under further in- 
vestigation. Officials say toe 
Canadian lawyer Dick Pound, 
who heads the ad-hoc panel 
wants to dose the investigation 
completely so a decision about 
Kim, the most senior IOC mem- 
ber mentioned in the affair; is 
also likely to be taken. 


Taylor promotes Sydney Games 


THE FORMER Australian 
cricket captain Mark Taylor 
remained coy about his retire- 
ment plans yesterday despite 
taking on another high profile 
job away from toe sport 

Taylor was unveiled as the 
new advertising front man for 
the Sydney 2000 Olympic 
Games. 

His new role is predomi- 
nant! v a promotional one and 
will involve the former Test 
fpplain publicising the im- 
peding release of Olympic 
Games tickets to the Australian 
public. 

Taylor will feature in press, 
television and radio advertise- 
ments over the next 12 weeks, 
as well as making public ap- 
Dearances on behalf of the Syd- 
ney Organising Committee for 


the Olympic Games during the 
lead-up to toe Games. 

While he has hinted he will 
retire from ail forms of cricket 
after New South Wales’ final 
Sheffield Shield match against 
Tasmania beginning tomorrow, 
Taylor said if he derided to keep 
playing, the new role would 
not get in his way. 

“It is an extremely tough de- 
cision. I have always loved play- 
ing cricket and if I really want 
to play next season. I can fit 
anything around it," he said. 

“This is a great opportunity 
for me. Cricket's what I know 
and love but when it's all but 
oven you think to yourself, what 
next?" he said. “I didn't take any 
persuading." 

Taylor. 34, announced his 
decision to retire from Test 


cricket in February after 104 
Test matches and 7,525 runs at 
an average of 43.50. 

He added that he was de- 
lighted with Australia’s First 
Ifest demolition of the West In- 
dies in Trinidad and said the re- 
sult highlighted the strength of 
the current Australian side. 

“There's talk in Australia of 
leaving Shane Warne out of a 
Test match, well lhat’sjust un- 
heard ot" he said. 

“No other country in the 
world could afford to make that 
sort of comment, but that’s 
how strong Australian cricket 
is at the moment 

“It’s not the worst-ever West 
Indian team, that’s a harsh 
comment [but] they’re play- 
ing a very good Australian 
side." 


BASKETBALL 
NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIA- 
TION: Wdshmarwi 103 Philadelphia 95 
OT) : Toronto 105 Boston 92: LA Lakers 
17 Utah S9; Son Antonio 106 Denver 96; 
Fortfcvid ill Houston 71; Sacramento 94 
Dallas 89: Minnesota 88 Seattle 77; In- 
t&ana 85 Mami 72: New ¥orh 97 New Jer- 
sey 86. 
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Manchester Owe 

30 

27 

3 

54 

Sietfiefcl Sharks 

30 

26 

4 

52 

Thornes Vattey Tigers 

29 

19 

10 

38 

Derby Srorm 

28 

If 

11 

34 

tendon Towers 

29 

17 

12 

34 

EHrmJrTgtran Buflen 

30 

17 

13 

34 

Newcastle Eagtas 
(Tier London leopards 

31 

IT 

14 

14 

28 

15 

13 

30 

E«nbur#i Rocks 

29 

9 

20 

18 

Mlusi Keynes Uwb 

31 

9 

72 

18 

Chester Jm 

29 

8 

21 

16 

LetceBCT Riders 

29 

7 

22 

14 

Worthing Brare 

31 

b 

27 
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BOXING 

Birmingham’s Anthony Hanna yes- 
terday claimed chat he will "bust up 
and knock out* Damaen Kelly when 
they clash on Saturday nignt. Ul- 
sterman Kelly lifted the Common- 
wealth flyweight title after only eight 
fights In December with an impres- 
sive victory over Alfonso ZvenyDo 
In Chester. And he bids to land the 
vacant British crown at' the Bowlers 
Arena In Manchester. But Hanna, 
who has had six times as many fights 
as his opponent, believes he'll sim- 
ply be too tough and too experienced 
ror Kelly. "I really beDeve that HI 
knock him out In the later rounds. 
When we last met he finished with 
blood streaming down his face and 
Chat was only after fbur rounds.* said 
Hanna, who lost to Kelly In De- 
cember 1997 on points In Belfast. 

CRICKET 

Rotwie BumetL the former Hbrtishire 
captain, has (fed aged 80. He became 
captain In 1 958 and led them to the 


tic* |) N Rhodes 106reA. New Zealand R 276- 
9 dec and 2 19-8. Man* «im 


GOLF 


S EMdngton Wus) l 

Armour 6% S Dunlap 69; E Eb JSAW0. J Haas 
Tt 278 0 Briggs 67: PH I 


BOWLS 

Scotland won both the pairs and 
triples in the British Championships 
in Bournemouth, The wins could 
hardly have been more contrasting 
with Stirling's Jim Flamagan and lain 
Sneddon coasting to the pairs with 
a 23-8 win over Llanelli's Graham 
Dennis and Marcyn Roberts. In the 
triples, Prestwick's Peter Brown and 
Gavin and Graeme Campbell 
snatched a last-bowl 18-17 win over 
John Wickham’s Torquay trio. 

BRITISH CHAMPIONSHIPS (t 


New Jersey 
PMaddlMa 
Pittsburgh 
NV Rangers 
NY Islanders 


Ottawa 

bfOrtto 

Buffalo 

Bo g an 

Montreal 


Carolina 

Florida 


»2 : ( PMr. float Scotland (J F Urv 


nan 4 1 Sneddon. Stirling) be Hales (O 
Dennis S M Rooms. Uanelk) 23-8. 
IHpiea Ihul: Scotland (P Brown. 6mn 
& Graeme Campbell. Preuwncfcl be Eng- 
land (R lohraon. O Denison ft 1 Wtektum. 
Ibrqvay) 18-17. 


SKIING 

High winds forced the postponement of 
two downMls at the Alpine skBng World 
Cup finafs In Spain yesterday. The events 
are now scheduled to be staged In Sier- 
ra Nevada today 

SNOOKER 

CHINA INTERNATIONAL (Shanghai): 
Brat n an t s Davfe (Eng) btQ Hann (Aus) 
5-1: P Ebdon (Engl btP W Guo (China) 
5-3: N Bond (Engfbt J Small (Nlrn 5-0: 
5 Hendry (Sco) bt A Davies (Wat] 5-2; M 
Stevens (Wal) be A RoWdomc (Can) 5-0; J 
(Eng) bt 0 firiow (E 


Parrott (E 


- 4 . 


SQUASH 

MNDV CITY OPEN (Chicago): Man’s 
qaartnr-ffeats: S Meads (Eng] btJ Rus- 
sell (Eng) 10-15 15-5 15-10 15-10; N 
Dugan (&.£) bt R Lavlgne (Ft) 15-10 15- 
6 IV! 3; VSsconen ffSfl btCWWte (* 
15-17 15-12 15-10 15-6: K Patrick (C 
bt S Gallfl (Ft) 15-10 15-9 15-IT.T 


finals: Meads bt Dugan 15-8 15-5 155- 
9; Patrick bt SJsconen 1 5-50! 5-1 1 1 5-9. 
Hoal: Meads bt Patrick 15-11 15-7 15- 
8. 

WOMEN'S B&RGB* FUNDS CHAMPI- 
ONSHIP (D en ver; Colorado): Onatter- 
HnalK L Joyce (NZ1 bt P Nbnmo (Sco) 
9-0 9-1 9-1:LKahn{US)btMBaMeyiCan) 
9-5 9-0 9-1; J Thacker (Eng) bt S Kahn 
(US) 9-0 9-1 9-3: T Bailey (Eng) bt R 
Macree (Eng) 9-4 6-9 9-4 9-6. Semi-fl- 
nate: Joyce t* L Kahn 9-7 9-6 9-0. Bai- 
ley be Thacker 6-9 9-1 9-2 7-9 10-8. Hoal: 
Joyce be Bailey 9-3 9-1 9-3 

TENNIS 

CHAMPIONS CUP (Indian Wells): 
Man's singles First round: M Satin 
(Rusj bt T Enqvist (Swe) 6-4 6-4. T Jo- 
hansson (Swe) bt J Stolterberg (Aus) 
6-2 6-3: F Mantilla (Spl bt A dl 
PasquaJe (Fr) 6-4 6-4; N Kiefer (Ger) 
bt M Poena (Are) 6-3 6-2: H Aran (Mar) 
bt T Haas (Ger) 5-5 ret (back Injury); 
F Clavet (Sp) bt W Ferreira (SA) 6-3 6- 


2: G Rusedski (GB) bt P Korda (C; Rep) 

6- 3 6-4: G Kuerten (Bra) bt T Muster 
(Aut) 6-2 6-4; S Schalken (Neth) bt J 
Blorkman (Swe) 1-6 7-6 7-6: P 
Haarhute (Neth) br ACosta (Sp) 7-5 6- 
1 : J Siemerink (Neth) bt M Chang (US) 

7- 5 6-3: M Phlllppoussis (Aus) bt B 
Ulihrach (Cz Rep) 7-6 7-6: C Ploline (Fr) 
bt M Zabale 
Maltese (Bel) 

3-6 6-1. 


to (Art) 6-4 4-6 6-3: X 
be D Singuinenl (It) 6- 1 


UfTA EVERT CUP Women’s Singles 
third round: H Nagyova (Slovak) or M 
Seles (US) 6-2 6-4; S Testud (Fr) bt N 
TauzJar (Fr) 7-6 6-2: C Rubin (US) bt 
ACoetzer (SA) Hingis (Swtc) 

bt P Schnyder (Swli) 6-1 6-3. 

FRANKLIN TEMPLETON CLASSIC 
(Scottsdale, Arts): Mentis singles final: 


J MGamdfll (LS) bt L Hewitt (Aus) 7-6 4- 
66-4JM Ln'Brtmihhm HPifcJGirnetgoband 
R Reneberg (US) bt M Knowles (Ban) and 
S Stdle (Aus) 6-4 6-7 6-3. 


280 N Lancser 65: J Leaved 77: i ftmn* 
(Swel «: BTwbvW. 281 G Horner (Niflte; 
P Skxand (Swe) to 282 D Host [SAJ6BW3 
E Tataria (Mai 7* 287 B Larger (Ger) 72, 

ICE HOCKEY 
NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE: Carod- 
no 4 Buffalo 1 ; Florida 5 Montreal 2: NY 
Rangers^3 Toronto 3 fOTJ: Ottawa 9 Tun- 

N L T PtsGFGA 

35 2 ) 8 78 191 161 
30 19 15 75 192 150 
32 21 9 73 199 172 
27 28 8 62 178 175 

__ 19 38 8 46 152 197 

Northeast Dhristos 

N l TPB ff M 

36 18 6 IQ IQ 131 
35 23 5 75 201 184 
29 21 13 71 169 1 39 

27 26 10 6* 163 198 
25 « 9 59 153 169 

South e as t DMMon 

m t T PM BN GA 

28 23 13 69 169 157 
22 23 17 61 160 168 

Washington 27 31 5 59 167 168 

bmpaBay 15 42 5 35 133 22a 

m b r a m comtrenck 

Central Dtvtskm 

W L TPb CfCA 

Detroit 32 26 6 70 19! T63 

St Loul! 26 26 10 63 173 160 

Nashville 22 36 6 50 151 208 

Chicago 18 37 9 « 1A2 198 

I mx mdwfing Tuesday results) 


SNOW REPORTS in association with WorldCover Direct 


SKI HOTLINE 


Detailed Independent snow and 
weather reports from 180 resorts 

First, obtain the acce s s code for 
the resort of your choke. 
Phone or Fax 0870 51 00 843 
(the fax lists codes for 180 re- 
sorts] 

To listen to the latest snow and 
weather report: 

Phone 0901 47 70051 + code 

For a fax copy of the latest snow 
and weather report: 

Fax 0906 55 00 086 -t- code 


SKI HOTLINE 
SNAPSHOT 


A detailed four-page summary of 
conditions 180 resorts 

Fax 0906 55 00 601 

Helpline: 0870 51 33 345 


Resort Area 

open 

ANDORRA 

Comment 

Slopes (cm) 
Lw Upc 

Ust 

snow 

Temp 

Forecast 

Saldeu >.100% 

AUSTRIA 

Good Skiing 

ISO 

200 

7.3 

-4C 

Variable 

Fulpmes 100% 

KIBbuhel. 35% 

BULGARIA 

Great at altitude 
Good powder 

90 

50 

190 

190 

5.3 

5.3 

-2C 

-3C 

Cooler 

Variable 

Pamporovo 100% 
CANADA 

Goad 

55 

135 

23.2 

3C Sunny, mild 

Whteder 100% 

FRANCE 

Deep powder 

180 

430 

3 3 

-2C 

Snow 

Courhevel 95% 

Megbre .98% 

n*i* 

Ewellem 

Excellent 

185 

130 

305 

300 

7.3 

7.3 

-5C Snow 

-3C Changeable 

Arabba !fWHt 

Bordonewhia 90% 
SCOTLAND 

Metezer best 

30 

60 

70 

~2T.2 

4.3 

Unsemed- 
3CLi nmfsnow 

Glenshee .— 100% 
SWITZERLAND 

Plenty good skUng 35 

55 

7.3 

•3C 

Sunny dear 

Klosrers 95% 

UNTIED STATES 

Good conditions 

(40 

300 

5.3 

-4C 

MIMer 

Crested Butte 90% 

Racked powder 

105 

145 

3-2 

-7C 

Clear 




Information supplied by 5bi Hotline 


On or off piste, with WorldCover you’re covered. 


0800 365 121 


ONE CALL AND YOU’RE COVERED 
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Indian striker adds spice to Villa’s 


THE INDEPENDENT!; 

Wednesday 10 March 1 99V 


L 


ASTON VILLA could be poised 
to introduce the Premiership's 
first Indian footballer after tak- 
ing the international striker 
Bhaiehung Bhutia on triaL 
The 2i-year-eld has ap- 
peared 31 times fOT his country; 
scoring 21 goals, and has per- 
mission from his dub, East 
Bengal, to train at Villa Park 
this week. Hie Villa manager 
John Gregory, plans to assess 
the player's qualities before 


FOOTBALL 


By Tommy Stanniforth 

deciding whether to invest in a 
forward who would command 
a nominal foe. 

Gordon Smith, acting as the 
player’s agent, said yesterday: 
"Bhaichung is regarded as 
India’s top footballer and Vila 
are keen to have a look at him. 
There is a large Indian com- 


munity within the West Mid- 
lands area and the did) are 
keen to search for fresh talent 
winch reflects this." 

Villa did make one concrete 
move yesterday with the sign- 
ing of Mark Delaney from 
Cardiff. The 22-year-old Wales 
B wing-back wasplaying for the 
League of Wales side Car- 
marthen Town just a year ago 
and admitted the deal was "a 
bolt from the blue”. 
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STAN COLLYMORfrS longterm 
future as a player is in some 
doubt after his doctors decided 
that he should continue his 
medical treatment in a psy- 
chiatric hospital. 

Fbr the moment the Aston 
Villa striker will continue to re- 
ceive treatment three days a 
week and train fbr two days, but 
his doctors would prefer him to 
spend the foil week in hospital 

John Gregory, Aston Vila’s 
manager, has had another 
lengthy discussion with Colly- 
more over the immediate 
implications of the player’s 
hospitalisation. 

"We were both able to put 
over our points of view," Gre- 
gory said yesterday. “Stan was 
able to make me aware of what 
it is like to suffer a clinical 
depression Fbr me it was being 
able to tell him bow vital it was 
to have players raring to go and 
to give everything they’ve got 
on the field every Saturday 
afternoon. There are also the 
problems I face with Stan bong 
unavailable to me for three 
days a week. 

"We made one or two points 
to each other as I'm totally 
ignorant of the feet of what is 
clinical depression and what it 
is to suffer from this complaint 
Unfortunately we’ve no idea 
how long it will continue. I'm 
willing to go along with the pre- 
sent situation for the time being 
but I said three months ago it 
will be me who has to take all 
the blame for him not being 
able to cope with this problem. 

“I wouldn't wish the situation 


BY NICK fttPPINGTON 

nn ar y oth er manag pr and Stan 

himself wouldn’t wish his 
problem on anyone else.” 

Gregory explained that 
Collymore cannot influence bis 
mood swings, but he said the 
player appreciates bis prob- 
lems as a manager. 

"He has been very articulate 
in the way he has described his 
daily problems when he has no 
control over bis moods,” 
Gregory said. “His doctors 
have told him what happens to 
people when they suffer this 
particular problem. I am now 
slightly more understanding.of 
his condition and problems 
which he has seamioglyhadiar 
a very long time. ' 

"He understands the chair- 
man and board have paid a lot 
of money fbr him and that as a 
manager I would like to select 
the best team that will win 
every week. 

“Stan has made it plain to me 
that he doesn’t want to play for 
any other club but Aston Vila 
and is totally committed to Vila 
and do his best for the club. But 
as a football manager I have to 
produce a winning team. My 
whole life revolves around send- 
ing out a winning side. If the 
components are not right then 
you don’t have a winning team. 

"If Stan CoHymore is in the 
side he must be perforating 
particularly well in every game 
he plays as in the Premiership 
we cannot afford to carry any 
passengers. 

“Currently he is visiting a 
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Tuesday's Solution 
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About seconds: tucking 
into extra may lead to a 
rueful feeling (7) 

Red coat redesigned in 
30s style? (3,4) 

No order to take up? 


ACROSS 

I Originate neat term, 
perhaps, for concept of 
luxury? (4.9) 

10 Woman 1 encased in 
curious metal (7) 

II Be devious, ordering 
double just before end of 
pub hours (3-4) 

12 Soft food that encourages 
dogs to run (4) 

13 anal6 down Item on 
table is brown (unpleas- 
antly crusted on the 
outside) (5.5) 

14 Perhaps dinner gong has 
middle knocked out (4) 

17 Writer took a Utile 
exercise (7) 

13 About four weeks after 
losing face, self-confi- 
dence is activated (2^,2) 

19 Some cold steel refined, 
but no good (7) 


22 One following 

Deutsdunanb, investing 
in German capital once? 
He's no freedom (7) 

24 Edges? Cuts front off (4) 

25 See 15 down 

26 Endless pot will have 
Schoolkids lining up! (4) 

29 Quite a few upset me 
badly, mistaking South for 
North (.7) 

30 Act like Scheherazade, 
with new Arabian 
catalogue? (7) 

31 United excited comman- 
der with weapon? Not 
in this! (7.6) 

DOWN 

2 Serious crime with the 
least amount of theoreti- 
cal justification (7) 

3 Transport system makes 
you go on and on (4) 


7 One breaks mto part 
of church - ends in 
court house affecting 
innocence (7) 

8 By which Democrat 
shades out Republican in 
election? tf,61 

9 Knowing who’ll get you a 
water supply? (4-9) 

15 and 25 across Eruption 

from Sun rose fan all in 
turmoil (5,5) 

16 See 13 across 

20 Rotating devices fix a 
quantity of rotation (3-4) 

21 Peace, as a result of re- 
straining the French (7) 

22 Romantic entanging in 
Corby (7) 

23 Sadly, form animal up- 
ended drink (7) 

27 Look -badger avoiding 
thoroughfare (4) 

28 Blade? Mostly dirty (4) 


A string of impressive per- 
formances during the Welsh 
chfo’slhirdDivisunproinotioo 


being tracked by a number of 
top sides including Arsenal 
(ffrplsflfl and Celtic. But Villa 
were the first to make a move 
and Delaney has signed a four- 
year contract which could net 
Cardiff up to £500,000, .depend- 
ing <m the number of first-team 
appearances. 


The Blackburn Rovers 
manager, Brian Kidd, has 
switched his search for a mid- 
field player to Rangers’ Char- 
lfe Miller after be was ■snubbed 
by West Ham after a renewed 
bid -for S.teve Lomas. Rovers 
have offered around £4£m fbr 
Lomas, the Hammers captain, 
but Harry Redknapp wants 
£5 .5m. Kidd has been alerted 
that Miller can leave Jbrox for 
around £L5m and has had him 


watched playing for Rangers 
reserves. 

Steve Haziness has signed 
a thre e-and-a-half-y ear con- 
tract with the Portuguese 
gfonts Benfica. The Liverpool 
defender trained with his new 
team-mates on Monday and is 
expected to make his debut 

agamrtBoavisfca in the Stadium. 

of light tins Sunday. 

Daty^pfeyer-ptas-cashbid 
fbr \SasBorbokis was yesterday 


on hold as Sheffield United tried 
to raise enough money to tenyt 
Jonathan Hunt and Robbie Ko- 
zluk to move to Bramall Lane. 

Borbokis, who is on the 
transfer list after a dispute 
with the United manager; Steve 
Bruce, had been expected to 
move to the Premiership dub 
today. But with United £6m in 
debt, it was undear whether 
they would be able to offer 
Hunt and Kozluk sufficient 


money to get them to drop . 
down a division. •" ^ . -- 

World football's ruling 
Fife, said yesterday it wod# > 
conduct trials invohfogfwo^ 
referees officiating eechnateh v 
in “top leagues" fromnertsea- ^- 
son. They will probably be In 
Italy and France. ’ 

John Lambie was yetted V 
dav confirmed as the new nan- 
agar of the Scottish Second ; 
Division side Partick Thfefie; - »' 


psychiatric hospital three days 
a week, it's not a very nice place 
to be and it’s not from choice. 
But I can’t come to terms with 
the situation looking at his life 
and circumstances. I am how- 
ever prepared to give him the 
benefit of the doubt 

“There has to be a decision 
somewhere down the line 
where be attempts to be with us 
more often. Hie himself wants to 
get well and that means more 

♦n him than a fe nthaH matofi He 

has tried everything to over- 
come these feelings he has had 
and he can’t at the present 
time. He can get up tomorrow 
morning and not know how he 
feels: Some days he could climb 
-Hverestapd other days he can’t 
climb out of bed. 

“But it all seems to be a 
waste of talent I've often sat 
there watching him play wish- 
ing I had been blessed with 
such talent I’ve told him many 
times that he should do better 
for himself. His best game for 
me was probably his first when 
he scored two goals. That was 
his standard which be has since 
failed to reproduce. 

“Wfe now know a little more 
about him but I couldn't cheer 
him up even after that game 
when he bad scored two match- 
winning goals against bis old 
dub IivspooL He went off to a 
sta n di n g ovation yet in the dress- 
ing-room he was depressed, 
giving an early indication of the 
highs and lows he suffers: 

“Unfortunately his mind is to- 
tally negative as he always sees 
the downside of any situation.” 




Eric Cantona tackles Brian Laudrup in training in Barcelona yesterday for a match between a World SI and a Barca Dream Team 

Ferguson keeps the heat on Wenger 


ALEX FERGUSON has aimed a 
well-placed dig at the Arsenal 
manager; ArsCne Wenger, in 
their continuing battle of 
minds.Hie two adversaries are 
once again trying to unnerve 
each other as the pursuit for 
honours comes to a dimax. 

The Manchester United 
manager began the latest ex- 
change when he claimed his 
side's goalless draw with 
Chelsea in the FA Cup on Sun- 
day made the Gunners 
favourites for the title. Wenger 
countered FCrguson by claim- 
ing the advantage was with 
Old Trafford's treble-chasing 
team. 


By David Anderson 


Wenger also offered to swap 
positions with the Scot if he was 
so confident that the champions 
have the advantage. Now Fer- 
guson has bit back at the 
Frenchman, saying: "I ran un- 
derstand his offer because 
we're in the Champions' Cup 
and they're not" 

Ferguson and Wenger’s psy 
chologieal war would be bound 
to escalate if United beat 
Chelsea in tonight’s quarter- 
final replay and set up a semi- 
final date with the Gunners at 
Villa Park on 11 April 
Fbrguson is expected to re- 


vert to a more familiar 4-4-2 for- 
mation for the Stamford Bridge 
tfe after playing Ole GunnarSoI- 
skjaer as a lone striker and Fttl 
Neville as a man-marker at 
Old Thafford an Sunday 
Ferguson's tactics did con- 
fuse Chelsea Initially, but they 
were not enough to breakdown 
die Blues' 10 men in the second 
half 


Dwight YOrke and Andy Cole 
should return to spearhead the 
attack, although Ferguson 
claimed he would decide on his 
line-up only after the team ar- 
rived in London. Jaap Stam is 
available after suspension and 
Ryan Giggs returns after a 


nose operation, but Nicky Butt 
and RonnyJohnsen are still in- 
jured. 

Ffergusoc said: “We’ve got to 
consider how we can get 
through to the next round. We 
created enough chances on 
Sunday to -have won It and the 
only difference being, I would 
imagine, at home Chelsea will 
have more of the game than 
they did at Old D-afford.” 

So far this season 270 min- 
utes of football have not been 
enough to separate these two 
heavyweights, but there must 
be a winner tonight - even if it 
requires penalties - and Fer- 
gus on is anticipating another 


tight contest “The fact that.it 
was zero-zero on Sunday befies 
the scoring ability of both 
teams,” he said. 

“We had a 0-0 draw at St am- 
ford Bridge and a 1-1 earilerfcr^- 
the season which suggests a 
closeness between, the wip 
sides and therehyyou would eft 
pect another close game. ' 
“When good teams play each 
other there is always a certain 
professionalism and pride Aft: 
comes into play and that's whit 
we will see tomorrow. i 
“It should be a smashing 
game and with so many quality 

players on the pitch it shoddy 

entertaining. 


Howley calls for Welsh unity 




ROB HOWLEY yesterday 
appealed fbr an end to the dis- 
pute which has riven domestic 
rugby in Wales and ostracised 
thdrpremier dubs Cardiff and 
Swansea, forcing them to 
participate in an ussanctioned 
series of friendly matches 
agains t En glish chibs. 

“We need a unified game in 
Wales and hopefully we saw the 
start of that in Paris on Satur- 
day" Howley said “But it’s only 
a start. This has been going on 
for the last 18 months and the 
players and the supporters 
have had a gutfol with all the in- 
fighting. I think this is the best 
time to sort it out, prior to a 


BY DAVID LLEWELLYN 

summer tour of Argentina and 

then the Rugby World Cup.” 

The Welsh Rugby Union has 
imposed a fine of £150,000 on 
each of the two rebels, whose 
refusal to pay has left them 
facing possible expulsion from 
the Swalee Cup and ultimately 
even from the union. 

The WRU committee is 
scheduled to meet tomorrow to 


deride on further disciplinary 
action but Howley who plays far 
Cardiff said: “I just hope it can 
be resolved. I don’t know 
whether Cardiff and Swansea 
will be expelled Td hope sot 
The two dubs are steeped In 
history. 

“At the moment there’s a 
number of international players 
playing for the respective dubs 
and [their loss] would be detri- 
mental to Wales international 
chances in the future. 

“I would rather they came 


out with some sort of agree- 
ment, whether that means 
Cardiff and Swansea return to 
the WRU fold is something 
that has to be sorted end, but 
soonec rather than later” 
There was no trace of the 
feel-good factor at Leicester 
following Austin Healey's dis- 
ciplinary hearing on Monday at 
which his dub ban of three 
weeks was extended by a 
further five and ruled him out 
of the rest of the Five Nations' 
Championship. The Tigers s^d 


they were considering 
appeal. . v 
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parture at Bath in less 
year when heresagnedfr otoj^ ^L: 
post as sales direetog .J^^^ .V 
fidkwsnoiKmcutive^y^^^ 
Tbny Swift and fbrmw mari® 
fog chief Stqtfieh Hhndsgw 
the West CoirQfaydub’sOT^^^, 
Wigan Rugby Le ague 
have dropped their 
take out a winding-up dwK 
against Newcastle 7 
after they paid thei r- 
£150,000 Inrtalment tawfflgw 
the £750,000 transfer fe«- 
%'aiiffl TtoHamala. 
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".'..When I asked mv accountant if am tiling could 
Ijg act me out of the mess 1 am in now,, he thought for a 
Sdong time. 'Yes/ he said,, 'death would help.'" * 

I 1 - 

$£ Robert A lorlcu 


We'll fi 


V Ve'll find you a tax solution you can live with 

It's not surprising that leading companies turn to the Arthur Andersen tax practice for innovative solutions. 
Whether you have a new need as a result of die Budget or you'd like fresh ideas for old problems, 
we have the people and the technical resource to deliver a solution for you. 



■ Arthur 
Andersen 
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Summary 


Income tax 

A new lOp starting rate of tax on the first £1.500 of taxable 
income will be introduced from next month. The basic rate 
of tax is also being cut from 23p to 22p from April 2000. Tax 
thresholds will be increased in line with inflation. There 
will also be reform of national insurance aimed at the lower 
paid and the self-employed designed to take 900,000 peo- 
ple out of NICs altogether. This page 


Families and 


Ml 


pensioners 

The married couple's tax allowance is 
being scrapped and replaced by a chff- 
drerfs tax credit from April 2001 worth 
up to £416 ayear Prom April 2000, child 
benefit will be increased to £15 a 
week for the first child and £10 for the 
second child. Parents win be entitled 
to three months unpaid leave for each child from this De- 
cember and all mothers will be entitled to 18 weeks’ ma- 
ternity leave. A £ibn package for pensioners includes an 
increased £100 winter fuel allowance, increased tax breaks 
and minimum income guarantees. Pages 3 and 7 

Consumer protection 

The Deputy Prime Minister; John Prescott, is to investi- 
gate whether there is sufficient competition in the airport 
and water industries. The Financial Services Authority will 
publish league tables of the charges levied on savings, in- 
surance and pension products and building societies will 
have to publish price information on mortgages. The Of- 
fice of Fair Trading’s budget will rise by 20 per cent and 
political influence over merger decisions will be reduced. 
Inheritance tax and capital gains tax thresholds will rise 
and there will be a review of charity taxation Pope 6 

Green measures 

1 A new energy tax oq business w31 be 
f introduced from April 2001 designed to 

^ flak, Ji cut greenhouse gas emissions. There 
S ^QBSy^wflJ also be a 155 reduction in road tax 
vyWwWy for cars with the smallest engines, tax 
iff perks to encourage “green conunut- 

JK. mg” by bus and bicycle and an increase 

in landfill tax. From Aprfl 2002, company car tax will be linked 
to the car's carbon dioxide emissions. Page 9 

Fuel, smoking, alcohol, gambling 

Riel taxes are increasing by more than the rate of infla- 
tion, increasing the price of unleaded petrol by 3.8p a litre 
and diesel by 6.i4p. The price of a packet of 20 cigarettes 
will rise by 17 Jp and 25g of pipe tobacco by 9.5p but there 
will be no increase in duty on wine, beer ot spirits. The Chan- 
cellor also announced new measures to damp down on 
smuggling. The tax on pools belting is being cut to 17.5 per 
cent Page 8 

a Home and work 

Mortgage interest tax relief (Miras), 
# V\% worth an average of £2.50 a week, is to 

% be abolished from April 2000 while 
«[V W stamp duty on the sale of properties 
worth mope than £250,000 is to increase 
by half a per cent Employees are to 
be allowed to buy up to D^00 worth 
of shares a year in their own company from pre-tax income, 
matched by up to £3,000 worth of free shares frooilteirem- - 
pi oyer The New Deal programme will be extended to the 
over-fifties with a scheme to get them back into work with 
a guaranteed £60-a-week payment. Page 4 and 5 

The Information Age 

The Government is launching a £l.7bn initiative to make 
computers available to all. A thousand computing learn- 
ing centres will be created in schools, libraries and Inter- 
net cafes, 32,000 schools will be connected to the Net and 
370,000 teachers computer-trained. Individual learning ac- 
counts will be extended to computer training and employees 
win be able to use company computers at home as a tax- 
free perk. Page 4 




Boost for enterprise 

High-tech start-up ventures will be al- 
lowed to give top managers £100,000 
in share options under the enterprise 
management incentive scheme. There 
wtli be new research and development 
tax credits for small businesses, in- 
creased support for high-tech venture 
capita] funds and increased science 
funding for universities. The main corporation tax rate is 
cut to 30 per cent, the smaller companies rate foils to 20 
per cent and there is a new lOp starting rate for the small- 
est firms. Page 17 

Health and education 

There will be an extra £1.1 bn for schools and hospitals 
through the capital modernisation fond, more money for 
Scotland. Northern Ireland and Wales and an additional 
£i70m for crime prevention. Page 15 




The Budget 
arithmetic 

The Chancellor is forecasting that in- 
flation will remain on target at 2.5 per 
cent in each of the next three years 
while the budget surplus is forecast to 
total £34bn over the next five years. 
Debt as a proportion of national income 
is projected to fell to 37 per cent in 2001- 
2002. Page 16 
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10p in the pound starting f 

rate is lowest for 37 years* 
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THE CHANCELLOR Gordon 
Brownyesterday confirmed the 
introduction of a lOp starting 
rate of tax to take effect almost 
immediately as part of a three- 
year package (rf tax and national 
insurance (ND reforms aimed at 
spreading the tax burden from 
poorer to better-off people. 

In a measure which experts 
described as “redistributive" 
and “living up to his Roteii Hood 
image'*, Mr Brown also an- 
nounced that the lOp rate, the 
lowest band for 35 years, win 
apply from 6 April on the first 
£L500 slice of taxable income 
above the personal allowance. 

In the dying seconds of bis 
Budget speech, Mr Brown also 
pledged that the Government 
would reduce the next tax level 
from 23 per cent to 22 per cent 
- the lowest for 70 years - in 
April next year 

The lOp rate announced 
yesterday w21 replace EL500 of 
the former 20 per cent rate, 
which is being completely 
scrapped. The 20 per cent rate 
covered the first £4^00 of taxable 
income, after allowances. How- 
ever; scrapping the 20 per cent 
rate means the 23 per cent tax 
slice (22 per cent in 12 months) 
is extended downwards. 

At the same time, the Chan- 
cellor announced that from April 
next year; employees who are 
not contracted out of the state 


top-up pensions scheme, Serps, 
will see their NI contributions 
harmonised with the tax regime 
and raised in two tranches. 

The net effect, according to 
calculations by pay and em- 
ployment benefits firm Arthur 
Andersen last night, will be 
that, taking both NI contribu- 
tions and tax into account, a sin- . 
gie person earning £5,000 a year 
wiQ be £1129 better off from 
April The net gain remains at 
roughly that level until £25,000, 
rising to better off on 
salaries above £35 and beyond. 

A married person earning 
£10,000 a year; and whose mar- 
ried couple's tax allowance is 
being abolished, wiD see a net 
monthly increase in salary of 
£726, rising to 0550 on earnings 
above £35,000. 

Mr Brown told MPS: “The tax 
reforms of this Budget provide 
a better deal for the hard-work- 
ing majority - a ladder of op- 
portunity for those who want to 
work their way up, a chance to ■ 
keep more of what they earn 

.anri for aT) , a ftmdampntnl gynr- 

antee that work will pay" 

John Whiting, a tax partner 
at PricewataiKWseCocpers, the 
accountancy firm, said’ “He is 
being quite deverin the way he 
disposes of his tax resources. 
They are dearly being concen- 
trated to help lower-paid people, 
but without hitting higher in- 


Income Tax 


come-earners too hard. It is 
quite transparent The good 
thing fc that tt fe being concen- 
trated on low eamere. I suppose 
he is keen to live up to his 
Robin Hood chancellor i mag e.” 

As part of the package of tax 
chang es , the Chancellor yes- 
terday announced that the per- 
sonal tax allowance will be 
raised by £140 in 1999/2000, to 
£4^85. Par people aged 66 to 74, 
the additional allowance rises ty 
£310 to £5,720 before tax is 
payable, and a further £160 to 
£5,980 for those over the age of 
75. 

The 23 per cent tax rate, 
which currently applies on tax- 
able rammgB between £4^01 
and £27,100, is being extended 
downwards. The higher tax 
bracket of 40 per cent will now 
begin to apply to earnings above 
£28,000, allowances after, or 
£32,335 before the single per- 
son's allowance. 

Mike Warburton, a senior 
tax partner at Grant Thornton, 
the chartered accountants, said: 
“Bringing the 10 per cent tax 
band forward to April this year 
was quite a surprise. I can fore- 
see problems in im p l ementing 
it Generally the Revenue 
prefers a lead-in time of a year 
so that it can get its systems in 


working order What is also not 
dear is what happens to people 
with savings as a result of this 
rftange. in the past, anyone on 
a 20 or 23 per cent tax rate paid 
no extra income tax on bank or 
bmkfing society deposits. It is not 
dear whether thgy wiD now pay 
20 or 23 per cent." 

Graham Duckett, a partner at 
Millfiel d Partnership, a firm of 
independent financial advisers, 
added that there was also a pos- 
sibility that income-earners on 
the new 10 per cent tax rate 
might still have to pay 20 per 
cent, or even 23 per cent income 
tax on their bank or society 
savings. 

The Chancellor’s announce- 
ment in the area of NI was 
seen by experts yesterday as 
part of the gradual process of 

harmonising the NI contribution 

levy with ordinary income tax. 

At present, employees paying 
so-called Hass l contributions 
face an NI bi0 of 2 per cent on 
the first £64 of their weekly in- 
come as soon as ft reaches that 
level lbecaflo;M contribution 
levels rise to 10 per cent on in- 
comes between £64 and £485 a 
week. Mr Brown is proposing to 
alter the system from April, by 
raising the weekly level on 
which NI is payable to £66. 


There will be no ‘2 per cent on 
ea rn fogs up to that amount. 

“I am abolishing the per- 
verse *tax on work', the entry 
fee every employee has to pay 
■amp ly to be part of the nation- 
al insurance system. From this 
tax cut on work worth over 
£1.4hn a yean every one of 20 
mini on employees, will gain 
£69," the Chancellor told MPs 
yesterday 

MeanwhOe. tee upper limit 
on which NI is payable will rise 
to £500 a week. 

In April 2000, the earnings 
point above which employees 
pay NI contributions will be 

raised by £21 per week over two 

years - from £66 in April 1999 to 
£76 in April 2000 and then to £87 

- tee level of the single person's 
tax allowance - in April 2001. 

At the same time, tee upper 

eum fo gs limit, the point above 
winch employees stop paying NI 

contributions, will be raised by 
£30 per week to £535 from April 
2000 and then by £55 per week 
from April 2001. to £575 per 
week. 

Mr Brown said; “Our re- 
forms in na tional insurance will 
give employers an overall tax 
cut of £l.5bn and employees an 
overall tax cut cm work of £2.5bn 

- an average of £130 per year 
per employee." 

Mr Warburton. at Grant 
Thornton, said yesterday that 


the net effect of the refonmfor' 
most NI contributors would be 
positive. He added, however 
that for someone earning mor* ' 
than £575 a week, the weekly Ml 
burden would rise from £43^8 
at present to M8 a week in April " 
2001, or about £20 a month, .. 

■*lThe Chanoeliari doerap.*--- 
pcar to be in control This Gov- 

eminent has lahrays] WKStedto - 
harmonise theeffect of NEand 
income tax. He appears to he 
moving towards this goal He'. 
has also concentrated his fire- 
power at the lower end of NL”. 5‘ 
Pbr the self-employed, Mr 
Brown said flat-rate NI oohtri- 
buttons of £655 per week paid? 
once earnings exceed 
would be cut to £2 a week, . 

However in a move aimed at > 
stamping out the growth of so- - 
called “slave companies", setup : ; 
by self-employed IT workers fo; . 1 
cut their NI bills, the Cturicet^ 
lor said the tax wSl be:iais<&*.'’ 
from 6 per cent on profits be- 
tween £145 and £500 per wOek'. 
to 7 per cent - : 

At the same time, theknw 1 '- 
earnings limi t on which NI is 
payable will be cut to £$> per-., 
week and the upper Ibhitrawd^V- 
to £535 and then to £575 by 200L. 
The effect will be to raise' the : 
maximum rate of NI payable 
from £21.30 to £34.30 a week. ’ - 
nic acorn - 
Personal Finance EcStor' : • . 


Case Study: The Low-Pay Family 


‘life will 
still be a 
struggle 
for us’ 


John Goodwin, 35, and hie 
wife, Jude, 31, from Man- '■ 
Chester. Mr Goodwin is a 
student teacher, having 
changed careers. Mrs Good- 
win does not work. The cou- 
ple have two children 
Freyafive, and Max, two. 
His annual student grant is 
£3,900 plus a student loan of 
£2,700. They receive £20 .75 
a week in child benefit. 

They have outgoings of 
around £440 a month. 

BEFORE YESTERDAY the 
Goodwins and their children 
were living off little more than 
£150 a week. This morning 
they will still be struggling, 
haring been helped only mar - 
gtoaDy by a Budget they be- 
lieve was designed for the 
better-off 

“There were no great sur- 
prises. I think it was the kind 
of mid-term Budget you might 
have expected." said Mr Good- 
win, who is training to be a 
Higher Education teacher. 
“We seem to exist in a vacuum 
that never really gets ad- 
dressed." 

Mr Goodwin, who has two 
degrees - an MA and a BA in 
art - and used to work part- 
time in mi art gallery, returned 
to college to by to improve his 
job opportunities. The family 
survive from his mature stu- 
dent's grant of £3^00, a student 
loan of £2,700 and child bene- 
fit of £20.75 a week. They have 
no savings and survive 
through an overdraft and 
“sliming around the bank- 
managers". 

The only changes to their 
income wiQ be the reduction of 
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John and Jade Goodwin, with their children Freys and Max, believe it is a Budget without any philosophy b ehin d It Marten Rickett 


£50 on their annual car li- 
cence fee and the pre-an- 
nounced increase in universal 
child benefit from April to 
£14.40 for the eldest child and 
£9.60 for subsequent children. 
(The figures are currently 


£11.45 and £9-30 respectively.) 

“It has not been a budget 
that involves any philosophy,” 
said Mr Goodwin. “It does not 
address toe issue of whether 
lone parents should be forced 
to take a job no matter what 


sort of job, rather than decid- 
ing it is a worthwhile task to 

bring up chil dren. 

“Living how we do and 
where we do, it is so easy to 
see what happens if you ignore 
a generation," 


Mr Goodwin said tee Bud- 
get had not addressed public 
transport. “The other night I 
was at the bus stop waiting for 
tbe 7pm bus. I was there an 
hour and the bus never 
showed up and I had wane 


home in the rain. It is ridicu- 
lous that in a metropolis like 
this there is not adequate pub- 
lic transport to make what 
should be a 10 minute journey 
across the city." 

ANDREW BUNCOWE 


Families gain but not the very poorest 




THE CHANCELLOR yesterday 
delivered on the Government’s 
pledge to unveil a redistributive 
Budget, with low income 
groups - in particular families 
with children - set to gain sub- 
stantially. 

Gordon Brown's surprise 
move to cut the basic rate of tax 
to 22 pence from April 2000 and 
introduce of a lOp starting rate 
in a few weeks benefits all 

Those earning at or around 
the national average, such as the 
“recent graduate" in the chart, 
will see net income - after tax, 
national insurance, rent and 
fuel bills -go up from £7,265 in 
this financial year to £7,44(3 next 
year The cut in the basic rate 

of income tax from April 2000 will 
push up net income further in 


years to come. Revenue-raising 
moves elsewhere - particular- 
ly tee increased ceiling on Na- 
tional Insurance contributions 
- mean that those on lower in- 
comes will benefit most from 
yesterday’s income-tax cuts. 

The dual income family for 
example, wifi see net income 
rise to £25,716 next year from 
£25,604 in 1999. And although 
they will benefit from the 22p 
tax rate in subsequent years, 
they wfll also face higher NI 
contributions. 

Also among the major win- 
ners are families with children, 
thanks to increased child ben- 
efit and the new children's tax 
credit 

Gordon Brown told Pariia- 
mentyesterday that every fern- 


Winners And Losers 


ily with children would get 
more support under the new 
system - ranging from £780 per 
annum to £2,000 per annum. 

Martin Barnes of the Child 
Poverty Action Group said: 
"The increase in child benefit 
and the children's tax credit 
represent an important recog- 
nition of the need to support 
families with children." 

Others, however; noted that 
the Chancellor’s moves could 
be of no help at aflto those fam- 
ilies who did not work. The 
Women’s Budget Group said: 
“The Budget speech appeared 
to say nothing about women 
with dependent children who 


are at the lowest incomes. The 
child benefit increases will be 
cut from their means-tested 
benefit receipts. If this is so, 
then the poorest families of all 
will not be any better off as a 
result of the Budget” 

Top-rate tax payers will be 
relieved the Chancellor has 
backed away from plans to tax 
child benefit following wide 
criticism in political and media 
circles. However; his decision to 
taper the new tax credit means 
teat here, too, lower income 
groups fare better than rmddte- 
income earners. 

The elderiy can also include 
themselves among the win- 


ners. The increases in the win- 
ter allowance, the minimum 
income guarantee and their 
personal tax allowance all add 
up to a significant improve- 
ment in tee finances of many of 
Britain's pensioners. 

Those over 50 and out of 
work will also find the outlook 
a little brighter after yester- 
day’s Budget. For those 
unemployed for six months or 
more, a new employment cred- 
it will guarantee a minimum 
income of £9,000 for their first 
year back at work. 

Losers include married cou- 
ples without children who will 
see their married couple’s 
allowance - currently worth 
Q90 - disappear in April 2000, 
although pensioners will be ex- 


cepted. Homeowners haw 
been hit following the scrapping-;^ 
of mortgage interest roSafc -’ 
which is to go in the finandM}>^i 
year after next ” ; ■*£&*:. 

Smokers and drivers ara-^j 
generally the perennial 
losers, and this year if 
exception with bote 
and petrol duties up 
Drivers of eoajpapycars wife 
particularly hard hit under . 
proposals outlined 
Brown. • 

Drinkers, however, 
managed to get away i 
To tee surprise of raan$ ! 

Chancellor has promised" 
there will be ix) increase ' - 

on wine, spirits and beer flues' 
side of the rnfflenniom. ^ ‘ 

I.F.A 
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Politically, it sounds good. But will it work? 


OH, TO be a Chancellor with a bud- 
pt surplus, for suddenly Christinas 
has come. It is wonderful, is it not 

how the dynamics change. Instead 
of teving to explain why tax rates 
neRi to go up or cuts have to be 
imposed on hard-pressed public 
services, you just dribble out the 
good news; a bit of money here, a tax 
cut there, all phrased in the idea of 

“helping™ people. Politically, it 
sounds terrific. Will it really work? 

Apply three tests. Are the as- 
sumptions credible? Wffl the addi- 
tional spencfing deliver value for our 
money? Is the fine-tuning of the tax 

system well-targeted? 

The starting point is the Chan- 
cellor's economic forecast the sur- 
pluses are the result of two things, 
the series of small tax increases im- 
posed (usually with a ctelay) over the 

past five years, and the long boom. 
The tax increases continue, but will 
the boom? 

The Chancellor says that after the 
*]riefest pauses this year it will: 1-L5 
v^rr cent this year (against a con- 


sensus forecast of around 08 per 
cent), 225-2,75 per rgn t next yean 
and 275-325 per rent in 2Q0L Can 
this be right? 

Vfefl.it is perfectly possible that 

the consensus will be wrangand the 
'O'easury right - such aberrations 
have been known to happen lUFyown 
instinct is that thiie year growth 
may indeed turn out above 1 per 
cent, but there may be m uc h more 


around 3 per cent in 2001 - that only 
happens if most things in the world 

economy turn out toward the better 

end of the possible scale. In short; 
the growth assumptions are at the 
top end of the likely range of out- 
comes. They are not frnpngrfhit* to 
achieve, but they are not the most 
Hkely outcome. 

So the Chancellor is taking a 
medium-sized risk an growth. He is 
also taking a smaller risk on infla- 
tion. Assume that the 25 per rent 
target is met, for that is not the prob- 
lem. The problem is that the 25 per 
cent target itself may look high by 


international standards as price de- 
struction sweeps across the workL 
Thie, our method of calculating in- 
flation produces a higher figure 
than that used by the other Euro- 
pean Union nations, but even al- 
lowing for that, 25 per cent is high 
by developed country standards. 
These are not forecasts designed to 
push UK interest rates down to Eu- 
roland levels. 

In short the Budget projections 

carry risks. Given the awkward way 

economic reality tends to depart 
from comfortable expectations, 
beware the rosy glow surrounding 
his forecasts. 

The next test is whether the ad- 
ditional spending wffl deliver value? 
We cannot know. The Chancellor’s 
device is to make lots of muse, an- 
nounce lots of tiny initiatives, devise 
Jots of cutely-named schemes. We 
can see the input, but we cannot see 
the output The omens are notbril- 
fcmt No-one should doubt the com- 
mitment of Gordon Brown to by to 
boost enterprise, but surely aB past 
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mance - they certainty ought to- but 
we should judge by measures of the 
quality of output, not input And the 
additional funds for enterprise? 
Well, the best that can be said is that 
they may offset to some extent the 
administrative burdens loaded onto 
small and medium-axed business- 
es since the election. 

Test three is whether the rebal- 


expexience shows that governments 
boost enterprise by cutting regula- 
tion rather than m traducing very 


The Government’s initiative on 
tha mfllennimn bugpmMpm fayin g 
iH It lost a year by sacking the orig- 
inal advisers and delaying in ap- 
pointing new ones, then launched a 
help programme which small busi- 
nesses find useless. 

The additional funds given to 
mainline government departments 
may indeed improve their perfor- 


people to do the things that are help- 
ful to society and discourages them 
from doing the things that harm so- 
ciety Etor example, has he done 
enough to reduce the very high 
marginal rates of tax as people 
move from welfare into jobs? That 
is perhaps the single most damag- 
ing aspect of UK income taxation. 

The aims here are completely 
laudable. It makes great sense to 
shift funds from home-buyers by 
ending mortgage interest relief at 
source CMiras) and move it towards 
the low-paid. It makes sense to take 
so many pensioners out of the in- 
come tax system. It makes sense to 


late a slightly larger cut on stamp 
duty on expensive homes. It makes 
some sense to increase fuel duty - 
though when talking about the fact 
that British consumers were hard 
done by. the Chancellor did not 
stress that Britain has the most ex- 
pensive motor fuel in Europe. Pay- 
ing too much for petrol and diesel 
probably worries more people than 
paying too much for computers. 

In balance, Mr Brow-n is probab^’ 
making incremental improvements 
to a tax system that is already to' 
world standards, benign. If there is 
a reservation, it is that these im- 
provements, at least as far as com- 
panies are concerned, seem to be at 
the cost of some additional com- 
plexity. All chancellors have a desire 
to fiddle with the system; this one 
suffers from it as much as most. 

How wifi this Budget be viewed 
in history? You could almost say that 
given the penny of the basic rate for 
2000, it wifi be Mr Brown's shot for 
Labour at the next election. The 
good news, not just for this year but 


also for 200a is in the poL Sure, there 
wSI be some fine-tuning next year 
but given the fags between a policy 
bang announced and taking effect, 
we are really being given a budget 
on which we should judge not only 
the Chancellor but also the Gov- 
ernment 

If the good times continue to 
roll, and these modest tax cuts and 
modest public spending increases 
can be unwrapped year after year, 
then wc will all say thanks to Santa. 
And if growth is indeed 3 per cent 
in 2001. then the Ckwemment can ex- 
pect to be popular indeed. But are 
there not too many "ifs" here? 

Apply the tests. Are the econom- 
ic assumptions credible'.' Not real- 
ly. Will additional sjvnding bring 
better value for money? Rngeis 
crossed Is the tax system being im- 
proved? On balance, yes. 

That is not a bad score; in tact it 
is quite a good one. But it test num- 
ber one foil* and the economy slows 
seriously next year, then yester- 
day's warm glow will quickly fade. 





Middle class 
loses out as 
children gain 

Family Tax Reform 
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a NEW children's tax credit 
was the centre-piece for the 
Chancellor’s “Budget fix* fam- 
ilies and children" but it will 
mean middle class couples will 
lose out 

Mr Brown announced a new 
children's tax credit worth £416 
a year off the tax bill from April 
2001. But he is scrapping the 
married couple's allowance a 
year earlier from April 2000 and - 
Mortgage Interest Belief at 
Source (MIRAS) is also being 
abolished. 

The new children’s tax cred- 
it 'fill be tapered away from 
faJulies where one or both 
partners are on higher earnings 
and paying the higher rate of in- 
come tax. 

As predicted by The Inde- 
pendent, child benefit escaped 
taxation in this Budget in spite 
of Gordon Brown’s hint last 
year that it might not The 
Chancellor did not rule out tax- 
ing the benefit in future, but the 
reforms make it less likely be- 
cause they will enable him to 
target money to the lower in- 
come families through the new 
children's tax credit 

The Tories accused Mr 
Brown of imposing “stealth 
taxes" on Middle England, and 
even some Labour MPS pri- 
vately conceded that the Chan- 
cellor had given to the poor with 
t hand but had taken away 
from the wealthier couples with 
the other. 

“The children’s tax credit is 
a very clever way of getting 
round the problem of taxing 
child benefit, which would have 
been veiy difficult technically" 
said a ministerial source. 

Scrapping mortgage tax re- 
lief and the married couples al- 
lowance will bit those on higher 
incomes the hardest 

There were anxieties before 
the Budget from Tony Blair 
about the middle classes being 
bit too hard by the changes, and 
in the speech to Parliament Mr 
Brown stressed: “Every chDd in 
the country in every family will 
get more - not less - support 
under this system. 11 


But Alistair Darling, the So- 
cial Security Secretary, made no 
bones about the intention to 
provide more aid for families on 
lower incomes. A press release 
by his department was head- 
fined: “Budget boost to help 
young children in low income 

families,’' 

The main points of the pack- 
age, said Mr Darling, were 
aimed at taririmg child pover- 
ty. These included an above in- 
flation increase in child benefit 
which will be payable to all fam- 
ilies. 

Child benefit rises to £14.40 
per week next month for the el- 
dest child and to £9.60 per week 
for subsequent children. 

The Chancellor announced 
that, from April 2000 toe rates 
win be at least £15 for toe first 
child and £10 for subsequent 
children. 

The new child tax credit will 
go to around five miTH nn fami- 
lies. 

Maternity Allowance will be 
extended to all women expect- 
ing a baby on or after 20 August 
2000 who are earning £30 a 
week or more helping 14,000 
extra mothers per year 

In addition, there are 20 per 
cent increases in toe rates of 
benefit payable in income-re- 
lated benefits for children 
under 11. From April 2000 the 
poorest families with a child 
under 11 will receive nearly £6 
a week more. 

The Chancellor, who is un- 
married, also anticipated an at- 
tack by toe Tories along toe 
lines that toe Government is 
undermining marriage by 
scrapping married couples al- 
lowance. 

“What is today called the 
married couple’s allowance is 
in fact neither restricted to 
marriage, nor restricted to cou- 
ples, nor is it strictly an al- 
lowance," he said. 

“It is in fact a tax credit paid 
at the same flat rate to married 
couples, single parents and un- 
married parents living togeth- 
er. Ear from recognising 
marriage it is now so confused 


that it can even be paid at 
twice the rate in the year of sep- 
aration or divorce. 

“A married couple’s al- 
lowance that can pay more for 
separation or divorce cannot be 
said to uphold the institution of 
marriage." Mr Brown com- 
mented. 

The Chancellor said that 
with toe children's tax credit 
added to child benefit, families 
who were receiving £11 a week 
in 1997 for their first child will 
in future be receiving £23 a 
week. 

“Taking all our reforms to- 
gether the maximum support 
for toe first child mil be £40 a 
week, or £2,000 a year for fam- 
ilies when they need it most," 
he said to Labour cheers. 

Mr Brown said be had also 
considered the case fix* a trans- 
ferable tax allowance for moto- 
rs who stay at home. “The 
better deal for mothers who 
stay at home is what we are 
doing from October this year - 
the working fa mi lie s tax cred- 
it,” be said. 

• AfamOywith two children on 
£15,000 a year where the moth- 
er stays at home would have re- 
ceived nothing under the old 
system of family credit 

Transferable tax allowances 
would give them £997, but the 
Chancellor said that under toe 
working families tax credit they 
would receive £1,460. 

Mr Brown said his Budget 
would help build a fairer soci- 
ety by increasing support for 
famili es with children. He esti- 
mated that the overall effects on 
children would be that families 
with children with a full-time 
earner wou Id be guaranteed a 
mintmiiTn income of £200 a 
week. 

A one-earner couple with 
two children on average earn- 
ings of £20,000 wffl be £460 a 
year better off. Their tax bur- 
den will fall below 20 per cent 
fertile first time since 1979 and 
will beat its lowest level since 
1972. 

Colin Brown 
Chief Political Correspondent 


Case Study: The Dual-Income Family 



Ivan and Amanda Whitenstall with their children Emma and Richard 


North News & Pictures 


‘It’s worth little more than a 
couple of pounds for us’ 


Juan Whitenstall, 35. and his 
wife Amanda, also 35, firm 
W fatten Bay, "Tyneside. Mr 
Whitenstall is a market in- 
spector, earning £20,000. Mrs 
Whitenstall is a bank clerk 
earning £6,000. She has £500 
in a company savings plan. 
They haoe two yoimp chil- 
dren, Emma, seven and 
Richard, two. Outgoings m- 
dude £366 a month mortgage, 
ElSOfbr childcare and £270 a 
month car loan. 


IT WAS a Budget fall of mixed 
news for Ivan and Amanda 
Whitenstall, who have two 
young children. 

Mrs Whitenstall said she 
was disappointed that mort- 
gage interest relief at source 
was being withdrawn. “It's 
worth about £18 a month to us. 
At least well have time to get 
used to it as ifs not going until 
next year.” 

The family wall gain £416 
from child tax credit when it 


is introduced in 2001 but they 
wfll lose their married couples 
allowance which is worth 
about £280 a yean 

“The money is just being 
taken from one place and put 
in another,” said Mrs Whiten- 
stall. 

The family said they were 
not very impressed by the in- 
creases in child benefit 
“It's just a couple of pounds 
reafty” said Mrs Whitenstall 
who has a seven-year-old 


daughter. Emma, and two- 
year- old son, Richard 

Because the family, from 
Whitley Bay Tyneade, have an 
average-sized family can their 
road tax will increase by £5 a 
yean They will also be affected 
by the increased price of 
petroL 

Mrs Whitenstall, who works 
part-time in a bank, said she 
was pleased about the new all- 
employee share scheme 
which wifl mean that she can 


buy shares out of her pre-tax 
income. 

If she can hold on to the 
shares for the long term, she 
wifi be able to get tax-free 
gains. 

Mrs Whitenstall added: “I 
don’t think I’ll be much better 
off but! don't think HI be much 
worse off really. 

“We're still trying to work 
out exactly where we will 
stand." 

LINUS Gregoriadis 



Alistair Darling: Help for lower income tonifies 


Tax Benefits * 



Not the readers of PC Pro. 

"This year, like last year, one company eclipsed the 
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‘Computers 
for alF in 

£500m plan 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 


laptops will be loaned as if 
they were library books and up 
to 20,000 teachers will be given 
computers in the Govern- 
ment's “knowledge revolution", 
the Chancellor Gordon Brown, 
announced yesterday. An extra 
£500 million will also be made 
available as part of a “ comput- 
ers -for-all" scheme. 

“Our target is a national 
network of 1,000 computer 
learning centres, one for every 
community in Britain,’' he said 
“They wfll be in schools, col- 
leges, libraries, in Internet 
cafes and on the high street’' 

Partnerships between local 
authorities, colleges and em- 
ployers will mean that com- 
puters and software can be 
lent in the new century “in the 
way local libraries have loaned 
books in the last century." 

An extra £20 million will be 
made available to provide lap- 
tops for about 20.000 teachers 
to use at home. 

The Government will also 
introduce legislation so that 
employees will be able to borrow 
computers from their compa- 
nies as a tax-free benefit 

Mr Brown said: “Those who 
were left out of the knowledge 
revolution will be left behind in 


the new knowledge economy. 
The more individual talent we 
nurture, the more economic 
growth we will achieve.” 

Within three years, 32,000 
schools will be connected to the 
Internet and 370,000 teachers 
trained to use computers. 
Inner-city schools will share 
£100 million to go towards im- 
proved technology. 

Adults will be encouraged to 
brush up on basic skills and on 
computer literacy. They will 
receive discounts on course 
fees if they invest in “individual 
learning accounts" - savings 
accounts designed to help them 
pay course fees. This yean one 
million people will receive £150 
each for these accounts. 

Those who sign up for basic 
education courses will receive 
an SO-percent discount on their 
fees, and employers will get tax 
breaks if they invest in the ac- 
counts. Employees will pay no 
tax on the accounts. 

This will be funded by phas- 
ing out vocational tax relief, 
which has been subsidising 
non-vocationa) courses. 

“Britain has achieved uni- 
versal free education for chil- 
dren. This Budget introduces 
the opportunity for universal 


free education at every age, so 
everyone will have the chance 
to succeed in the new econo- 
my" said Mr Brown. 

About 11,000 teachers al- 
ready own laptop computers. 
The Government set up a 
£5 mfilion pilot scheme in 1997 
to give laptops to 1,000 teach- 
ers to see whether they would 
use FT more if they could pre- 
pare work at home in their 
own time. The scheme in- 
creased IT use in the class- 
room, but it would cost 
£400 million to extend it to the 
entire profession. 

Last week the Prime Minis- 
ter announced that all Scottish 
teachers would be given a lap- 
top computer by 2003. 

Doug McAvoy, general sec- 
retary of the National Union of 
Teachers, warmly welcomed 
yesterday’s announcement 
“The entire package will be wel- 
comed by teachers. They are to 
be given the modern-day tools 
of the trade, with the training 
to make maximum use of 
them," he said. 

AlanTuckett, director of the 
National Institute for Adult 
Continuing Education and a 
senior advisor to the Govern- 
ment on adult education. 



Pu pils using computers at Andenshaw Comprehensive School, Manchester: Twenty thousand teachers are to get laptops William 


p raisfld p lans to le nd laptops as 

“very imaginative thinking". 

He said: “Lending comput- 
ers means that it is not just 
access to wealth that controls 
access to education. That’s 
very important At first sight it’s 
a very creative move." 

But same computer experts 
warned that technology was not 
a panacea for r aising school 
standards. Rene Moolenaar, 


managin g (Erector of Angh'a - 
Campus. a leading provider of 
Internet services for schools, 
said: “The Government needs 
to ensure that the vast re- 
sources it has now committed 
to improving teachers' IT drills 
are not wasted. 

“The Budget appears to be 
very hardware driven. People 
often forget that a computer is 
like a CD player -useless with- 


out software. To ensure that 
this provision contributes to the 
development of the National 
Grid for T eaming , what really 
matters are the software and 

Internet packages.” 

John Field, professor of life- 
long learning at Warwick Uni- 
versity, said that technology 
was vital to mate sure initia- 
tives such as the University for 
Industry la government initia- 


tive set up to increase training 
in the workplace) were 
effective. 

“One of the problems of poli- 
cies designed to mate folk take 
up technology is that it is real- 
ly strange to them," he said. 

“If you allow them to borrow 
a computer from the local 
library or walk into a commu- 
nity centre and try one out, they 

are more likely to tise it" He 


said that tax incentives toprOv. 
mote learning accounts were ' 
vital to improve their takers 
The accounts have been 
hailed as the best way of find- . 
ing a revolution in ; 
education and training, 
Professor Field warned’.tfat 
pilots had shown people warej 
unwilling to invest _ . 

JUDITH JUDD AND 
BEN ROSSELt 


Grants will help put ‘lost generation’ back to work 


THE GOVERNMENT reinforced 
its flagship Welfare to Work 
s trategy with three new initia- 
tives aimed at the over 50s, the 
under 25s and lone parents. 

The Chancellor decided to 
employ a “carrot" approach to 
the over 50s and single parents, 
but will try out a “stick" ap- 
proach for some young people. 

Under the proposals, unem- 
ployed people over the age of 50 


who move into a full-time job 
will enjoy a guaranteed mini- 
mum income of £9,000 a year for 
the first 12 months. 

This adds to the £750 train- 
ing grant they will receive in 
full- tune jobs and £300 in part- 
time and help from a personal 
' adviser for those who want it. 

The Department for Educa- 
tion and Employment also dis- 
closed that the over 50s would 


now be eligible for the New Deal 
unemployment scheme after 
just six months out of work 
rather than the two years. 

They will receive £60 a week 
“employment credit” for a year 
while they are on the pro- 
gramme. 

Andrew Smith, employment 
minis ter, said the measures 
would be a big help to those 
over 50 who have been unem- 


New Deal 


ployed and “despaired of find- 
ing work again". 

The department announced 
a £5m pilot scheme to beef up 
the “Gateway” process for 
young people joining New DeaL 
The DfEE argued that some 
young people would gain from 
a more intensive induction on 


the programme aimed at in- 
jecting greater “pace and pur- 
pose” in their job-seeking 
activities. 

The pilots would introduce a 
tougher attitude to those who 
enter the final month of the 
four-month Gateway process, 
reinforcing the message that 


they would have to take one of 
four options and that there was 
no “fifth option” of continuing 
on full benefits. 

Mr South welcomed the pro- 
posal that lone parents miter- 
ing work should be able to 
benefit from a two-week run of 
income support in . order. to- 
help ease them through the 
transition period. 

He said it would represent a 


tug boost to what could be of- 
fered on the New Deal fix- Lone 
Parents. 

Workers will also be able to 
boost their qualifications under 
new Individual learning Ac- 
counts aimed at encouraging 
people to tate responsibility for 
their own training.- . 

John Monks, TUC general 
secretary, welcomed the jobs 
package for older workers. He 


said it went some way to : 
strengthening the New Deal . 

“However; many of the prob- 
lems encountered by older peo- 
pie are directly attributed to tfoe ' 
long term decline in manufac- 
turing, so the Government 
needs to take urgent action to •„ 
stem the current escalation d . 
job losses in this sectoc” : ” 
Barrie Clement; 

Labour Editor 


One more feature you can only 
get from an EPSON laser. 

A free EPSON Stylus Color inkjet.* 





If you thought EPSON Users were fast, 
you were right. Because here's an offer 
the others will have trouble keeping up 
with. EPSON are giving away a colour 
inkjet absolutely free with every Laser 
printer purchased. And as they come in 
personal, network and departmental 
versions (Network or PostScript), you'll 
have no problem finding a laser to suit 
your needs. With a one year warranty 
and optional three year on-site Cover Plus. 

EPSON. THERE'S NO COMPARISON. 


all you'll have to worry about is who's 
borrowing your inkjet Call 0800 220540, 
fax 01442 227271 or visit www.epsonxo.uk 
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BUDGET 
IN BRIEF 

Tax returns to 
be sent via Net 

TAXPAYERS will soon be 
able to send in tax data via 
the Internet, including 
VAT and tax returns. 

Measures in the Budget 
will allow Customs & 
Excise and the Inland 
Revenue to develop 
electronic services as an 
alternative to paper. The 
Prime M inister hftg said 
he wants 25 per cent of 
transactions with 
government to be 
paperless by 2002. 

Rules help value 
football players 

NEW MEASURES to help 
football dubs account for 
the value of football players 
will be brought in as part of 
the Budget. 

New accounting rules 
insist that dubs account 
for players as “intangible 
assets” on the dub’s 
balance sheet, rather than 
being charged to profits in 
the year they are bought 
The measures ensure the 
rules do not disadvantage 
football chibs. 

Insurance tax 
rises by ip 

INSURANCE PREMIUM tax 
will rise by a penny in the 
pound, raising £25 0m a 
year for the Exchequer 

Insurance premium tax 
will now be levied at 5p. up 
from 4p last year The 
Association of British 
Insurers said the move 
would add to upward 
pressure on insurance 
premium rates. 

Lloyd’s to gain 
in CGT change 

MEMBERS OF Lloyd’s of 
London will benefit from 
changes aimed at cutting 
the complexity of capital 
gains tax (CGT) 
calculations. 

The changes cut out red 
tape for members of 
“pooling arrangements" - 
vehicles which allow them 
to invest in a portfolio of 
Lloyd’s syndicates. 


SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFITS FROM APRIL 1999 


Rates weekly unless otherwise indicated. All figures £ 
199 8/9 1999/00 

ATTENDANCE ALLOWANCE 


Higher rate • 

Lower rate 

51.30 

34.30 

5235 

35.40 

CHILD BENEFIT 

Bder or eldest qualifying child 
(couple) 11.45 

Ooneparent) 17.10 

Each subsequent child 930 

Special allowance . ■ .1 1:30 

• 

14.40 
•- 17.10 
9.60 
11.35 

COUNCIL TAX BENEFIT •' 


personal allowances 



Single, 18-24 

: 39.85 

40.70 

Single, 25 plus- - 

50.35 

51.40 

Lone parent: 1 8 plus 

• 50.35 

51.40 

| Couple, one or both over 1 8 79.00 

80.65 

Dependent children . 

‘ i 


■ undo* 1.2 

17.30 

.20.20 

12-16 

. 2535 

25.90 

16-19 

30.30 

■ 3035 

DISABILITY LIVING 

, * ** * 


ALLOWANCE 



Care component 



Highest . 

5130 

5235 

Middle 

34.30 

35.40 

Lowest . . 

v 13,60 

14.05 

Mobility component 



Higher 

35.85 

-37.00 

Lower 

.13.60 

.14.05 

EARNINGS BULK ' 



Invalid care allowance 

50.00 

50.00 

Therapeutic earnings limit' 48.00 

58.00 

[ industrial injuries eamtngs2496.00 3016.00 l 

level (pa) , 


• 

War pensioner's earnings 2496.00 3016.00 

level (pa) 



FAMILY CREDIT ’ 



Adult credit 

4830 

4930 

Child credit 



Under IV 

12.35 

15.15 

11-15 

20.45 

20.90 

KM7 

25.40 

2535 

HOUSING BENEFIT 



personal allowances 



Single. 16-24 

3935 

40.70 

Single. 25 plus 

50.35 

51.40 

Lone parent under 1 8 

3935 

40.70 

18 plus 

5035 

51.40 

Couple both under 18 

60.10 

61.35 

One or both over 18 

79.00 

80,65 

Dependent children 



under 12 

17:30 

2030 

12-16 

25.35 

2530 

16-19 

30.30 

3035 j 

INCAPACITY BENEFIT 


— ■ 

Long-term 

64.70 

66.75 

Short-term 



Under pension age. 



lower rate 

48.80 

50.35 

Higher rate 

57.70 

59155 

Over pension age, 



lower race 

62.05 

64.05 - 

Higher rate 

64.70 

66.75 

Increase of long-term incapacity 

. t 

benefit for age . 



Higher rate 

13.60 

14.05 ] 

Lower rare 

6.80 

7.05 

Invalidity allowance (transitional) 


Higher rate 

13.60 

14.05 i 

Middle rate 

8.60 

8.90 

Lower rate 

4.30 

4.45 
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The Budget and you 


Housing 


Tax relief on 

mortgages is 

finally ended 


r t* * 
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TAX RELIEF on mortgage in- 
terest win finally be abolished 
from 6 April next year An esti- 
mated llm loans and 19m bor- 
rowers will be affected, the 
Inland Revenue said yesterday. 

If interest rates remained at 
current levels the cost of mort- 
gages of more than £30,000 will 
inrjrease by £17.37 a month to 
£3 ,~K0 on an interest-onJykvan 
at the Halifax’s current stan- 
dard variable interest rate of 
6.95 per cent On a three year 
fixed rate loan at 5.65 per cent 
the payments will rise by just 
£14.12 to £282.50 a month. 

The additional cost h»g al- 
ready been more than ofiset by 
the fall in interest charges, 
which in the last six months 
have reduced payments on the 
average mortgage by around 
£75 a month. 

Mortgage professionals gen- 
erally welcomed the changes 
and played down the impact on 
borrowers. “Homeowners 
should not think about what 
they wOI have to cut down on 
but on how they can use the 
sayings from fall ing mortga ge 
n. Js to make their future more 
secure," Gareth Hoskm, direc- 
tor of housing markets at Legal 
& General said. 

Hugh Jory, a partner at in- 
dependent advisers Millfield 
said he was suiprised the 
Chancellor had decided to go 
for abolition rather than a. fur- 
ther reduction in the benefit but 
the change would simplify the 
job of explaining mortgage of- 
fers to clients.! 

The impact win however be 
felt much more heavily in 
Northern England the Mid- 
lands, Wales and Scotland, 
where housing markets remain 
relatively depressed, the aver- 
age house still costs under ~ 
£50,000 and tax relief is rela- 


tively more usefeL “Ibis win hit 


the hardest. An extra £1725 
me a ns little to somebody who 
can afford a £150,000 mortgage 
but it’s quite another matter for 
somebody with a £30,000 or 
£40,000 loan, Paul Knight, gen- 
eral manager of the Cheshire 

Bufldmg Society said last night 

The Council of Mortgage 
Lenders also said the decisio n 
was unfortunate. “It is the 
equivalent of an 0.35 per cent in- 
crease in mortgage rates for the 
typical new borrowers is the 
UK”, a spokesman said. 

But David Fbtheringham 
policy manager at the Char- 
tered Institute of Housing wel- 
comed the abolition of a 
subsidy to owner-occupiers and 
the publication of a Housing 
Policy Green Paper later this 
yeat; which be hoped would tar- 
get support at low-in Anne 

home-buyers similar to support 

already given to tenants. Phil 
Jenks, head of mortgages at the 
Halifax also hoped that the 
Green Paper would give some- 
thing back to low-cost housing 
Ownership inrinrting bri ng in g 
associations. 

At the other end of the scale 
stamp duty has been increased 
from 2 per cent to 25 per cent 
on properties worth £250,000 to 
£500,000 and from Spa* cent to 
3.5 per cent on properties over 
that level payable on the entire 
purchase price, which raises 
the duty payable on a £300,000 
house to £7,500. Up to 50.000 
transactions a year will be af- 
fected. mainly in London and 

■S milhftast Englan d. 

The abolition of tax relief on 
mortgage interest marks the 
end of an era. It was dehber- 
ately used by successive post- 
war governments as-a way of 
encouraging families to buy 


their own homes, reducing the 
cost of borrowing by about a 
third during toe Sixties and Sev- 
enties. 

But it has been widely 
blamed by academic econo- 
mists and experts in the Bank 
of England for artificially in- 
flatingtoe value ctf property cre- 
ating a reservoir of unearned 
capital against which home- 
owners could borrow to finance 


up inflationary pressures in 
the economy. 

As long ago as 1974 tax re- 
lief on interest payments was 
limited to mortgage loans of up 
to £25,000, which was sfiD a con- 
siderable sum when the aver- 
age home cost £LL50D and the 
average mortgage was £6^00. 
At the insistence of then prime 
minister Margaret Thatcher 
the ceiling was increased to 
£30,000 in 1983 when the aver- 
age house price had risen to 
£29,500 and the average loan 
was £18,000, and tax relief con- 
tinued to be available to each in- 
dividual borrower until 1988. 

In March 1988 the then 
Chancellor Nigel Lawson an- 
nounced that it would be re- 
stricted to one borrower for 
each property from August that 
yean triggering a last-minute 
rush to buy which aggravated 
a boom in property prices. • 

Tbtal Abolition will bring the 
Chancellor in only £L4bninthe 
2000-01 tax yean and cost bor- 
rowers a maximum of around 
£200 a yean 

PoQcy expets recogmse that 
the concession has laigefy done, 
its job. The proportion of owner- 
occupiers rose stearEy from 55 
per cent in 1980 to 66 per cent 
in 1990 but has since barefyin- 
creased, and may have readied ; 
a natural-plateau. -- • * 

Clifford German 


Case Study: Higher Dual-Income Family 
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Mark and Jane Yean die at home in London: ‘Compared to other recent budgets, this seems to be pretty good 


‘Comfortably off— but this will 
leave us even better off’ 


Mark Yeandle, 36, and his 
wife Jane, 35, are firm 
Leimsham, south-east Lon- 
don. Mr Yeandle is a sales - 
marketing manager and 
has a company oar. Mrs Tfe- 
aruSe is also a marketing 
manager and has her own 
car. Annual income is 
£55,000 to £75,000 combined. 
They haoe a senen-montik " 
old baby. Their outgoings 
are around £2,000 a month, 
including a mortgage of 
£1,050. 

MARK AND Jane Yeandle 
would admit to being com- 


fortably off. Between them 
their annual income exceeds 
£60,000 and both have good 
jobs in marketing. Since the 
birth of their son Freddie 
seven months ago Mrs ^han- 
dle - who uses her maiden 
name HageD - only works 
three days a week. 

Yesterday’s Budget is like- 
fy to leave theTeandles better 
off “I have not worked out all 
the details, but compared to 
other recent budgets this 
seems to be pretty good,” said 
Mr Yeandle. 

While the couple will lose a 
certain amount of money as a 


result of the scrapping of the 
married person’s allowance, 
he believes this should be 
com pensa ted for by the 
increase in universal child 

hwipfit and the Tntmdnrtinn nf 

the working famili es tax 
credit 

The couple share four to 
five bottles of wine a week, so 
they were pleased to note 
there was no increase in duty. 
Mr Yeandle was also pleased 
to see that the reduction of car 
licence fees for vehicles with 
engines smaller than 1,100 cc 
wiD apply to his wife’s car. Mr 
%andle will also benefit by £80 


from the dropping of taxation 
on mobile phones provided 
by c ompanies . 

Mr Yeandle was worried 
about the plans to penalise 
company car drivers. Gordon 
Brown said he was trying to 
encourage the use of feel- 
efficient cars - a reform that 
wiD cost the typical company 
car user; such as Mr Yeandle, 
about £1 a week. 

lb cut pollution, employees 
will from this year be able to 
get tax-free benefits from em- 
ployer-run or employer-sub- 
sidised buses, car-share 
schemes and other environ- 


mentaDy-fiiendfy ways of get- 
ting to work, Mr Brown said. 

Away from their personal 
circumstances, Mr Yeandle 
said he was pleased that there 
was more money for the 
health service. 

He said: “I think there is 
still a chronic shortage of 
fends for schools and hospi- 
tals, especially in London. 1 re- 
alise it is easy to stand on one’s 
high horse and say the Gov- 
ernment should put an extra 
two pence on income tax to 
pay for these things. I realise 
it would not be a vote winner:" 

ANDREW BUNCOMBE 


New chance for workers 
to buy into their firms 


We make the PC 


■ ■ ■ 


FOR THE first time, employees 
will be able to buy shares in 
their company from their pre- 
tax salary as well as receiving 
free shares, under an ambi- 
tious “Shares for All" scheme 
outlined by the Chancefloryes- 
terday. 

Employees wiD able to put up 
to £1500 a year into the Chan- 
cellor's proposed employee 
share scheme, and could re- 
ceive up to another £3,000 in 
sh-fes free from the company. 

■The scheme, which Mr 
Brown hopes will double em- 
ployee share ownership in the 
UK wiU be both income tax and 
capital gains tax free, as king as 
the shares are held fora mini- 
mum of three years. 

Employers will get income 
tax and national insurance con- 
tributions relief if they choose 
to “match" the share purchas- 
es of their employees. 

Business and industry gave 
a general thumbs-up to the 
Chancellor's plans for “employ- 
ee shar p, ownership for alT but 
expressed fears that the tax 

treatment and general red tape 

associated with the planned 
scheme might put companies off 
In particular there were 
fears that smaller; private com- 
panies - the entrepreneurial 
one-piat Gordon Brown wants 
to encourage - might find the 
proposed scheme too expensive 
to implement 

Mr Brown said that “em- 
ployees win be aNe, for the first 

time, to bqy shares in their own 
companies from their pre-tax 
income. Jfreiy employer will be 
able to raatph tax-free, what 
each employee buys". 

The Chancellor promised to 
consult with accountants, law- 
yers and industry to fine-tune 
the scheme before launching it 
in next year's Budget 

Gill Nott, chief executive of 
ProShare, the organisation 
encourages wider share 
ownership, hailed the Chan- 
cellor's proposals as “the best 
Budget for employee share 
ownership for many years". 

“We are absolutely delight- 
ed that employees will be able 
to invest in shares out of pre- 
tax income and that companies 


Share Ownership 



The Chancellor aims to spread ownership 


will be encouraged to match 
that investment,” Ms Nott said. 

She (fid, however; criticise a 
sting in the tail to the Chancel- 
lor’s plan; an income tax claw- 
back which may be incurred on 
up to 100 per cent of the value 
of the shares when they are 
sold. This would be tapered to 
80 per cent if the shares are 
held for a minimum of 7 years, 
60 per cent for 10 years, and just 
40 per cent for more than 10 
years. 

Ms Nott said this was the 
onfy bad point in the Chancel- 
lor's otherwise excellent plans; 
“ProShare would like to see [the 
ctawhacW tapered to zero." 

Other features of the scheme 
include tax benefits and payroll 
savings toencourage employers 
to set up the scheme. 

Alex Henderson, senior tax 
manager in the accountancy 
firm Arthur Andersen, said: ’T 
think the scheme will be wel- 
comed in the big, quoted com- 
pany sector but ... it’s just not 
going to work for unquoted 
companies. It’s going to be dif- 
ficult for them to comply with 
the inevitably detailed rules 
and to offer it across afl their 
workforce.” 

Large companies were loud 


in th eir praise of the move. Lard 
Marshall, chair man of British 
Airways, said it would help 
speed plans to achieve 10 per 
cent ownership of the company 

by its employees. He said: “The 
Chancello r has come up with a 

hjgbfy progressive vray to give an 
important boost to the work, of 
raising this country’s level of 
business competitiveness.” 

In contrast, Michael Jacobs, 
chairman of the shares schemes 
committee at Cisco, the CHy 
group for smaller quoted com- 
panies, doubted whether the 
Chancellor would be able to 
double the number of such 
schemes through his proposals, 
as he declared he wanted to last 
year. But overall Cisco wel- 
comed the proposals. 

“If you hold the shares for 
the qualifying period, you wST 
pay no capital gains tax or for 
come tax on the gain that you 
make on the shares. This goes 
well beyond tax relief on any 
previous employee share 
schemes,” he said. 

Mr Jacobs, who is also a 
partner in Nicholson Graham 
& Jones, afirm of Oly lawyers, 
added: “These schemes should 
be very attractive to smaller 
quoted companies.” 


Hugh Jozy; partner at the 
Millfield Partnership, indepen- 
dent. financial advisers, gener- 
ally welcomed the proposals, 
and said his firm would seek to 
build them into client portfolios. 
But Mr Jory added: “It is also 
important to weigh the risks in 
such schemes. After all, the em- 
ployee will be putting his entire 
investment into just one com- 
pany’s shares." 

Along with New Labour, 
trades unions showed yester- 
day how far they had come in 
embracing popular capitalism. 
The Trades Union Congress 
(TUCi chief economist, Bill 

Pflllaghan, < yn rj thp sham plans 

were “an important step 
forward^ While share ownership 
can help to increase employee 
financial favoivement; it is vital 
that this is accompanied by 
genuine involvement of em- 
ployees in the company’s deci- 
sion making processes”. 

' The Iron & Steel Trades 
Confederation OSTO alsowel- 
comed the Chancellor’s plans. 
Michael Leahy, general secre- 
tary; said “Wfe have already 
asked British Steel to examine 
a scheme which will reward 
employees with shares when 
they perform welL” 

Mr Brown’s ambitious plans 
to expand share ownership 
face two big obstacles: the re- 
luctance by smaller companies 

to embrace such schemes, and 
the tendency of employees to 
sefl their shares as soon as the 
meting three-year minimum 
period expires. 

At the moment more than 800 
companies affera profit-sharing 
scheme, covering a total of 
more than 1 million employees. 
Another L200 offer a saving- 
based shares scheme covering 

1.25 million employees. All- 
employee share scheme s are 
common among the biggest 
employers, but much less com- 
mon for smaller and private 

companies. 

Although all 30 companies 
which, floated on the London 
Stock Exchange last year came 
up with some kind of employee 

share schemejust half of them 

offered this to afl employees. 

JOHN WHXCOCK 


You make th 

Savin 



Time cut out the middleman to 
ofer you amazing prices direct 
via our own stores. 

TTbs Time 4002c Farctfy PC 

peckage.comes complete 
with PC, printed scanns; 
office software sute 
and much more for just 
£759+ VAT or only £25.17 per month. 

Buy Ihe EXEC model now and pay 
nothing imS March 2000, with our No 

Deposit, Interest free Option! 
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The Budget and you 




-rue iwnFPENDENT BUDGET REVIEW 
THE INDE1 vvWtnt . M i,v »0 Man h i»Wl 



Crackdown on airports and utilities 


THE SECRETARY of State for 
Trade and Industry Stephen 
Byers, will today outline a new 
competition policy following 
comments made in yesterday's 
Budget 

The policy will have mea- 
sures to encourage competition 
in airports and the water com- 
panies whilst requiring the Fi- 
nancial Services Authority to 
produce league tables on the 
cost and charges of savings, in- 
surance and pension products. 
The Chancellor said the tables 
will give consumers a better 
deal and avoid the mis-selling 
problems of the past 

In a speech that devoted a 


substantial section to competi- 
tion policy Gordon Brown said 
competition was the sharpest 
spur to enterprise and was: “too 
often trussing in our country". 

He said: “It is time for more 
competition and lower prices to 
bask essentials like the utilities, 
financial services, indeed the 
whole range of consumer 
goods, where too often British 
people are paying Ear more 
than they should for what they 
need to buy. It is wholly unac- 
ceptable that consumer goods 
can still cost up to twice as 
much to Britain as in America." 

There have been complaints 

from consumer groups about 


consumer goods such as cars, 
compact discs and groceries 
which are more expensive to 
the UK than in other mqjor 
’Western nations. 

The Office of flair Trading 
will be granted 20 per cent 
extra resources and be charged 
with a pro-active remit to “root 
out cartels and restrictive be- 
haviour”. Obstructing investi- 
gations will be a criminal 
offence, the Chancellor said. 

John Prescott, the deputy 
prime minister; will review 
competition in airports and to 
the water industry. 

BAA, the company which 
controls seven airports indud- 


COMPETITION 


lag Gatwick, Heathrow and 
Stanstead, welcomed the move 
saying it bad nothing to hide. 

Des Wilson, BAA spokes- 
man, said: “The government's 
actions are perfectly reason- 
able. The regional airports 
could probably do with more 
help as the main London air- 
ports reach capacity. Our land- 
ing charges are amongst the 
lowest in Europe and we have 
provided top class services." He 
pointed to the £450m invest- 
ment in the Heathrow Express 
rail link which opened last year. 


The investigation into water 
competition was welcomed by 
the major companies. Thames 
Vfeter said: “This is the sort of 
filing we have been pushing for 
Greater competition at home 
can only help us compete on the 
international stage." 

The Chancellor's announ- 
cement came after Ofwat, the 
water industry regulator; said 
m October that companies may 
have to cut customers' bills by 
as much as 20 percent from 
April 2000. Some water com- 
panies have argued that a cut 


will undermine their efforts to 

improve customer services and 

water quality. Last month the 

UK water industry wrote to Mr 

Prescott complaining that it 

will not be able to meet the gov- 
ernment's demand to cut costs 
and increase environmental 
spending. 

Nigel Hawkins, analyst at 
Williams de Broe, a City stock- 
broker, said reforming the 
water industry would be very 
difficult as there is no central 
system. Shares in BAA and the 
water companies fell in late 
trading. 

Commenting on the new re- 
quirement tor the Financial 


Services Authority to publish 
league tables on savings, in- 
surance and pension products. 
Scottish Equitable said that 
costs should not be the only 
consideration when investing m 

a savings or pension vehicle It 
is dangerous to say: ’Cheapest 
is 

Stewart Ritchie, director of 
the group’s pensions develop- 
ment, said the government 
should not “gloss over what has 
already been readily accessible 
to the investor from many cus- 
tomer-oriented providers”. 

The Building Societies As- 
sociation praised the require- 
ment tor banks and building 


societies to publish reliable in 
format iuii urt mortgage and 
savings prices. "In the com- 
petilive mortgage market rikSi 
information will act as a valu- 
able aid for coasumers \rya\J 

to w eigh up the competing ^ 

fees." said Adrian Coles, direc- 
tor-general of the BSa. infor- 
mation should be consistent so 
that consumers can compare 
tike with like, he added. 

The Halifax said: "We will 
have to see the full proposals 
but there have already been 
some moves to ensure accurate 
comparisons can be made." 

niggl Cope 
A ssociate City Editor 


Fears not realised 
as thousands more 
gain exemption 

INHERITANCE AND CAPITAL GAINS 


THE CHANCELLOR of the 
Exchequer yesterday pleased 
the tax planning industry by 
boosting tax allowances on both 
inheritance and capital gains 
tax, exempting thousands of 
people from paying them in the 
new tax year: 

From April, inheritance tax 
will on|y be levied on the value 
o£ an estate above the allowance 
of £231,000, which has been 
raised by £8,000. 

Capital gains tax wfll onty be 
levied on amounts exceeding 
£7joo-a £300 rise over last yean 
There will be no change in the 
rate of either tax. 

Mr Brown said that Britain 
now had the lowest rate of cap- 
ital gains tax in its history. He 
added that only 97 per cent of 
inherited estates would be liable 
to inheritance tax. 

The moves relieved tax 
advisers, who had feared a full- 
blooded crackdown on inheri- 
tance tax. Accountants and tax 
planners feared the Budget 
would include measures to 
block the most common loop- 
hole in the tax, relieo by 
tens of thousands of peole to 
exempt their inherited elates. 

The loophole, known : j the 
“potentially exempt trais/teri*, 
involves transferring wessi ih to 
a trust in the name of <v pen- 
dents at least seven years ■’ efore 
the person transferring idies. 


It is partly because of this 
loophole that inheritance tax 
barely raises £l.8bn a yean 

The Chancellor instead an- 
nounced a smaller crackdown, 
buried in the fine print of the 
Budget, on some of the more ex- 
otic avoidance techniques used 
by the wealthiest investors. 

Chas Ray-Chowdrey of the 
Association of Chartered Certi- 
fied Accountants said: “Wfe are 
phased that there was no crack- 
down on the transfers. But the 
overall bad news is in the un- 
derlying details not announced 
in the Budget speech." 

In particular the Budget will 
block a loophole made famous 
by Lady Ingram, an elderly rel- 
ative of ‘Tt-GirT Tara Pahner- 
Tomkmson. Earlier this year 
Lady Ingram won a legal battle 
with the Revenue that went all 
the way to the House of Lords. 

Ladylngram had gifted prop- 
erty worth millions of pounds to 
her solicitor, who arranged a 
lease-back to her so she could 
still live in it The freehold of the 
property was then, passed to de- 
pendents, taking it out of her tax- 
stole estate. 

The avoidance technique is 
based on the principle of "gift- 
ing" a property while retaining 
the right tolive in it InLa<tyIn- 
gram’s case she also retained 
the right to a rental income. 

The Revenue regarded this 


technique as abusing tbe prop- 
er notion of a gift — railing it a 
“gift with reservation" -and pur- 
sued her to the House of Lords. 
The Lords ruled to her favour 
yesterday’s measures were 
designed to redress the legal 
balance in favour of the inlan d 
Revenue so “gifts with reser- 
vation" can be taxed. Officials 
view the Lords’ derision as 
showing the rules do not work 
as they should. The new mea- 
sures will stop avoidance where 
a donor keeps a financial inter- 
est in the property and has the 
right to live on it 
Responding to the changes 
on capital gains tax, the tax 
industry welcomed the Budget 
but said it was not enough to 
make up for the campfesxties in- 
troduced in the last Budget 
Lastyear Mr Brown stopped 
the use of an inflation index to 
offset capital gams tax, instead 
bringing in a tapered tax which 
reduces to lOp on assets held for 
10 years or more. Tax advisers 
say the move has made the tax 
more complex to administer 
Angela Knight a former 
Treasury minister who heads 
the Association of Private Client 
Investment Managers, said: “A 
number of small investors will 
stin be liable to pqy At minimal 
cost the Chancellor could have 
art them out of CGT altogether” 

Andrew verity 
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Still a case of ‘vive 
la difference’ in EU 

How UK Taxes Compare 


the budget changes will do 
tittle to iron out the substantial 
differences in tax and duty 
between Britain and other 
European countries. 

Following this Budget the 
ratio of debt to national in- 
come will fell below 40 per cent 
in Lhe next fiscal year and is 
forecast to stay below 40 per 
cent for the rest of the Parlia- 
ment On the face of it this puts 
the UKat the lower end of the 
European taxation scale. 

Closer inspection reveals 
that this broad picture masks 
some important variations. In 
particular it disguises the feet 
that - contrary to popular be- 
lief- many taxes in the UK are 
among the highest in Europe. 

"Tax harmonisation is seen 
as forcing a low-tax hard-work- 
ing UK to match Europe's un- 
competitive level of state 
dominated inflexibility,” said Al- 
ison Cottrell chief internation- 
al economist at RameWebber. 
“All very entertaining and con- 
taining more than an element of 
troto -which still leaves it serme 
distance from reality" 

The UK's corporate tax bur- 
den. for example, is substan- 


tially higher than in Germany, 
Italy or France, on Organisa- 
tion for Economic Co-operation 
and Development calculations. 
Recent OECD data puts the 
UK effective rate of company 
tax - which includes factors 
such as allowances and de- 
preciation rules - at around 45 
per cent This is despite the feet 
that the UK's 30 per cent top 
rate of corporation tax is lower 
than any other major country 
in Europe. 

“Looking at the tax rate is 
interesting but it doesn't tell the 
whole story" said David Evans, 
director of international tax at 
accountants KPMG. 

Sales tax is another field 
where the UK feils to shine. The 
OECD puts the effective rale of 
sales tax - which includes ex- 
cise taxes -at just under IS per 
cent roughly similar to Ger- 
many. above Spain, but below 
Scandinavia. And as fer as par- 
ticular duties - such those on 
alcohol and tobacco - are con- 
cerned, UK consumers pay 
through the nose. The tax on a 
pack of 20 cigarettes in tbe 
UK fer example, is almost 
£1.50 higher than the average 


of other EIU states, according to 
recent calculations by the To- 
bacco Manufacturers' Associ- 
ation. “Vfe are one of the most 
highly taxed for tbe ‘sin’ taxes," 
said BiD. Robinson, a director of 
the London Economics con- 
sultancy. 

One area where the UK's 
reputation as a low-tax, flexible 
economy does hold true is 
labour tax. Relatively, the 
British economy enjoys low 
rates of personal income tax. 
UK workers also tend to be 
cheaper to employ than abroad. 
Ms Cottrell said: “Continental 
Europe has on the whole taxed 
capital fer more lightly than 
labour In the ‘Anglo’ economies 
the reverse has been true.” 

Looking forward, both mar- 
ket forces and greater Euro- 
pean integration will smooth 
out some of the tax di ff erentials, 
although domestic political and 
cultural concerns limit how fer 
this Can go. 

Although some differences 
will never disappear; budgets in 
the years to come vrill increas- 
ingly have to take account of the 
fiscal situation abroad. 

Lea Paterson 


A ‘democracy of giving’ sought 
to celebrate the Millennium 


CHARITIES broadly wricoroed 
yesterday's long-awaited pub- 
lication of a consultation doc- 
ument proposing a range of 
measures designed both to 
simplify the tax system for the 
voluntary sector and to en- 
courage more people to give. 

T want us to mark the Mil- 
lenium in the best way by mak- 
ing the year 2000 the giving 
yean* the Chancellor said in his 
budget speech. "Instead of 
charity seen in the old way- the 
rich bestowing favours on the 
poor - 1 want a democracy of 
giving, where ail those who 
can help all those who cant." 

Charities currently receive 
around £2bn of tax reliefs each 
year, including £l.lbn relief 
from direct tax, £ 200 m from 
VAT and the rest in business 


rate relief In 1997, British peo- 
ple gave £3bn to charitable 
causes, but the amount is de- 
clining each yean 

In bis speech the Chancellor 
said the government planned to 

reduce the minim um limit of its 

Gift Aid scheme that attracts 
tax relief at the basic rate to 
£100 from £250. The move ex- 
tends last year's experimental 
change which lowered the 
threshold for certain. Third 
TO>rid charities to ail charities, 
national and international 
Under the review’s 1 proposal 
Gift Aid payments can also be 
made in instalments. 

"It's a tremendous boost be- 
cause it means you can commit 


Charities 


to a charity at just over eight 
pounds a month and it will at- 
tract tax relief without the ne- 
cessity of signing a covenant," 
said Stephen Burgess, charities 
director with accounting firm 
Saffrery Champness. 

The YMCA welcomed the 
move but pointed out that it re- 
ceived most of its funding from 
donors who simply can not af- 
ford to give as much as £100. It 
would be even better if there 
was tax relief across the board 
on charitable giving." the 
YMCA said to a statement 

The review also proposed to 
boost the government's chari- 
ty payroll scheme, by which em- 
ployees are given tax relief on 


donations made through their 
pay up to a Emit of EL 200 a year 
It is proposed that the limit is 
scrapped and that government 
will give an extra ten per cent 
to donations and launch a gov- 
ernment campaign for more 
employers to join the scheme. 
Currently only one per cent of 
employers have a pay-roll giv- 
ing scheme because of the ad- 
ministralireproblemsmvolved. 
The government also wants to 
simplify the process for em- 
ployers. 

Lastly the government pro- 
posed a number of measures to 
simplify the tax system for 
charities, for example by ex- 
empting from direct tax the 


profits of small charity busi- 
nesses, and by setting up a 
charity tax advice helpline. 
Some charities expressed dis- 
appointment that not more was 
proposed to relieve their VAT 
burden which, despite various 
exemption schemes, still costs 
them an estimated £400 Buffion 
a year The review makes some 
proposals to simplify VAT-rdlef 
systems in place but no major 
initiatives were announced. 

Charities have been waiting 
for the government to publish 
its review on charities taxation 
for almost a year. More than 
3,000 charities responded to 
the initial stage of the review 
and now have until 31 August 
to give their response on the 
document published yesterday. 

Hilary Clarke 


Papers in a spin as leaks dried up 


COME BACK Charlie Whelan, 
all is forgiven. As the Chan- 
cellor rose to deliver his Bud- 
get speech yesterday, the poor 
British public could be ex- 
cused for wondering whatev- 
er happened to the Treasury's 
legendary purdah. 

As a glance at recent news- 
paper stories would reveal 
one of the leakiest Budgets in 
years has been subject to the 
fend of media speculation that 
would make even Mr Brown's 
former spin doctor choke on 
his Red Lion pint 
From the much-rumoured 
lOp income tax rate to the abo- 
lition of the married couple's 
tax allowance, press coverage 
over the past week has 
claimed an exhaustive inside , 
knowledge of the contents of 
Mr Brown’s red box. 

%t no one, but no one, had 


Media Coverage 


the most important story of al 
a cut in the basic rate of in- 
come tax from 23p to 22p. Or 
that the new lop rate would 
come into force immediately. 

In the absence of Mr Whe- 
lan's previous strategy of sur- 
gical strikes on specific media 
targets, eager journalists were 
left fumbling fora good steer 
on topics large and small 

The media have also spec- 
ulated more wildly than usual 
and the result is a dizzying 
cocktail of stories that ap- 
peared to leave Mr Brown lit- 
tle room to announce anythin 
remotety new. This year's Bud- 
get has not been leaked whole- 
sale, as Kenneth Clarke's was 
to The Mirror under the last 
government, but the ordinary 


newspaper reader could be 

forgiven for thinking it had. 

The key “will-he-or-wont- 
be?” issues centred on aboli- 
tion of tbe married couple’s tax 
allowance, taxing child bene- 
fit and the mtrodudxmof a lOp 
basic rate of income tax. 

Not surprisingly; amid the 
confusion, different newspa- 
pers have claimed with equal 
vigour stories that flatty con- 
tradict their rivals. Last week- 
end, The Daily Telegraph 
combined two key issues when 
it asserted that the abolition of 
the 0-75 bfllion-a-year married 
couple's allowance (MCA) 
would fond the lOp starting 
rate. But The Independent on 
Sunday suggested that Tbny 
Blair had vetoed the abolition 


of the MCA because it would 
undermine family values. 

On child benefit. The 
Financial Times daimed that 
the Treasury had come up 
with a way erf taxing it while 
The Sunday Telegraph said 
that Mr Brown had backed off 
from the idea in this Budget 
The Times and Daily Tele- 
graph were particularly off- 
beam, with the former claim- 
ing just last week that the 
Chancellor would be blown, 
off course by a £2-billion hole 
in revenues from smuggled 
cigarettes and alcohol 
Depending on which paper 
you read, mortgage interest 
tax relief may/may not be 
saved/scrapped, while stamp 
duty may be frozen or raised. 


But readers of The Inde- 
pendent will be pleased to 
note that this newspaper's 
record was better than most 
On the issue of child benefit 
we reported that the taxation 
idea had been ditched. Simi- 
lar^ we co rrertty warned yes- 
terday that an energy tax on 
business would definitely be in 
the Budget 

Officially, the Treasury 
states that there has always 
been a tradition of speculative 
stories “many of which prove 
to be wildly inaccurate", a 
spokesman said. 

One senior government 
source said last night that the 

press coverage was more hap- 
hazard than previous years, 
claiming that this was simpty 
due to journalistic laziness. 

Paul Waugh 
P olitical Correspondent 
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The Budget and You 


Case Study: The Pensioner 
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Savings - but not 
all we wanted 
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and Patricia Hallett Grom Leicester “This u « 


A treble 
bonus 
for the 


op vo wnax pensioners nave been asking for” 


Kiran Ridley 


Ernest HafletL, 72, and his 
wife Patricia, 61, from 
Leicester, Mr HaHett is a for- 
mer print worker. His wife 
took early retirement as a 
teacher four years ago. 
Weekly income: him 024, 
her aezfrom state and oc- 
cupational pensions. They 
have a £30ft00tumpsum 
from retirement in stocks 
and shares. Outgoings are 
minimal. 

THE HALLE3TS spoke of their 
disappointment last night, even 
though they will benefit from an 
£80 increase in heating al- 
lowance and a reduction in 
their road tax. The couple will 
save £50 a year because they 
own a small can but this will be 
countered fay an increase in the 


cost of petroL Mr Hallett said 
he felt that the Chancellor had 
let millions of retired people 
down by not increasing the 

basic state pension. 

A representative of the Na- 
tional PfensMners’ Convention, 
he said the minim um income 
guarantee of £120 for a retired 
couple fell short of what he and 
others had campaigned for. 

He said; “This no way mea- 
sures up to what pensioners 
have been asking for We want 
an increase in state pensions. 
AD we have got in the past few 
years is a heating allowance 
and a free eye test 

Organisations such as Age 
Concern say that the minimum 
needed per week per person is 
£150, and £120 for a couple is 
so far short of what is needed 
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Pensioners 


EVERY PENSIONER in the 
country will be better off after 
the Budget The Chancellor de- 
livered £3bn in extra, help 
through three targeted mea- ' 
sures; raising the tax threshold 
for older people; giving the 
poorest pensumersnrmzBmum 
weekly -, income of £75 a week 


is £330 more than an inflation- 
finked rise from the current 
rate of £5,410. Fbr those aged 75 
upwards, the current allowance 
of £5^600 goes tg> to £5480^ mean- 
ing that the first £115 of weekly 
income is normally tax-free MY 
Brewn alsoaBowed the married 
couple's allowance fbr existing 


from April; and rateingthefiat pensioners to' continue. 


rate winterfoel payment from 
£20 to £100 for all eight mMon 
eJ^ly households. 

' .^ordon Brown believes that 
the average pensioner house- 


The Chancellor added an 1 
extra boost for couples aged 74 i 
or more. Even when both part- 
ner have used up their foil i 
£5^80 personal allowance, they 


hold will be £240 a year better will be able to generate a com- 


off after his changes- 
Tm surprised and moder- 
ately happy,” said Mervyn 
Kohler; head of public affairs at 
the charily Help the Aged. “But 
I would not have chosen to 
spend the money that way- the 
amoun t is simila r to what it 
would have cost him to uprate 
the state pension to £75 a week” 
Sally Greengross, director 
general of Age Concern Eng- 
land, also welcomed the 
moves, but warned that up to 
700,000 pensioners foiled to 
claim income support and 
would miss out on the in- 
creases. She said the charity 
believed a basic state pension 
al j^e thelevel of benefits was 
the only way to guarantee an 
income to all pensioners. 

The basic state pension is 
currently £84.70 a week and 
this will only rise from April in 
line with inflation to £66.75 a 
week. In contrast, the new 
minimum income guarantee, 
announced in last December’s 
Green Paper on pensions, is 
targeted at those who have not 
paid eno u g h naHnnal insur- 
ance during their working life 
to qualify for a foil state pen- 
sion phis a second Serps (state 
earnings related) pension and 
have no other income. 

Around L5 milEcn pensioners 
are expected to benefit SngJe 

people will get at least £75 a week 

and couples £1X6.60 a week. 
Some people win gain an extra 
£40^ ayear from next month. 

Tie Department of Social 
Security hopes the move will 
overcome the stigma that older 
people sometimes associate 
with rfaimmg income support 
benefits. Mr Brown’s dedsion to 
Dnk tbe minimum income guar- 
antee to rises in earnings part- 
ly restores a link brdmn in 1381 
when the Tbiy’ government 
started to uprate pensions in fine 
with the retail price index rather 
than average earnings. 

Better off pensioners also 
gain through a combination of 
extra tax allowances and the 
new lOp tax band The Chan- 
ceUordeDvaedan upratedper- 
fc-ifepl allowance of £>,720 each 
p&- year from tbe age rf<5. This 


bined income of £15,000 before 
thqy have to pay any tax. This 
means an extra £3,040 tax-free. 

The age-related extra per- 
sonal allowances will be pro- 
gressively withdrawn once a 
pensioner’s income goes above 
a fixed income limit, which 
rises to £16,800 (from £16300) 
from ApriL 

The changes have been re- 
ceived positively by retirement 
experts. The independent fi- 
nancial adviser Marie Howard, 
of Maddison Monetary Man- i 
a gement , said: “This R nrtgpt iK | 
a vexy positive move and it is 
putting money into pension- 
ers’ pockets.” 

However he warned that 
new pensioners and those com- 
ing up to retirement soon will 
need every extra penny the 
Chancellor gives t h em. Low 
interest rates means foiling 
gilt yields, and this affects the 
income that those retiring now 
can expect Current annuity 
rates mean every £100,000 
saved in a pension, can onfy be 
swapped for a contract giving 
an income of about £4,000 a 
yeai; rising at 5 percent annu- 
ally. “People are going to have 
to look for more ingenious ways 
of insuring income in future,” 
Mr Howard said. 

Pensioners will get extra 
help to generate a risk-free in- 
come from a new National Sav- 
ings pensioners’ bond. The 
current pensioners’ guaran- 
teed income bead pays a fixed 
rate of 4^5 per cent gross, 
which can be taken montWy but 
moneyhastobetiedupforfive 
years. The Chancellor wants to 


A spokeswoman for Nation- 
al Savings said; “Some people 
want a fixed rate but do-not 
want to tie up thdr.money for 
five years. We will research 
tins among pensioners before 
we launch.” 

The extra cash for £100 an- 
nual winterfoel payments was 
also trailed in the pensions 
Green Paper The extra pay- 
ments will start this winter 
and win cost £2bn over the. 
next three years. 

ISABEL BERWICK 


Drinkers’ Reprieve 


pace 3 


that it is not even worth con- 
sidering.’' 

The couple have difficulty 
repladng things when they 
break down. “We can live and 
eat and pay the electricity and 
gas bills, but we couldn't buy 
a new television or repair the 
fabric of the house," said Mr 
Hallett 

He was disappointed the 
Government had not improved 
life for pensioners. “The pen- 
sioners' movement has had 
meetings with Mr Brown and 
government officials about 
what we require and they’ve 
ignored what we said In 1979. 
the average stale pension was 
24 per cent of the average 
wage. Now it is 14 per cent.” 

LtNVS GREGOR1AD1S 

and Clare Garner 


WITH THE TRAIN YOU 
REALLY ARE MOTORING 


CENTRAL 

BIRMINGHAM 

2hr 15m<ns 


BIRMINGHAM 
NEW STREET 

Ihr dOmirvs 


IS THAT THE TIME? 


PHONE HOME TO SAY 
YOU’RE LATE 


MYSTERY MEAT BURGER 
AT SERVICE STATION 


RUBBERNECK 
AT ACCIDENT 


CONTRAFLOW 


MORE RED LIGHTS 


RED LIGHTS 


CENTRAL 

LONDON 
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LONDON 

EUSTON 


TRAVEL BY TRAIN ON A VIRGIN BUSINESS TICKET. IT'S THE FASTEST WAY FROM THE HEART OF LON DOW 

TO THE HEART OP BIRMINGHAM. 


To book call 0845 600 61 62 

or contact your travel agent. 
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Surprise reprieve for drinkers 


but smokers pay a high price 


Charity 
benefits 
in pools 
duty cut 
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ALCOHOL AND CIGARETTES 


SMOKERS AND tobacco manu- 
facturers bore the brunt of the 
Chancellor's tax increases 
while drinkers won a surprise 
reprieve with a freeze in duty 
on been wine and spirits. 

Gordon Brown stuck to a 
long-standing tradition and an- 
nounced that excise duties on 
tobacco will increase by 5 per 
cent above the rate of inflation, 
to help to pay for a £3bn pack- 
age of tax benefits for the el- 
derly. The rise will add around 
17jp to a packet of cigarettes, 
pushing the cost of 20 Benson 
& Hedges to around £3.80. A 
pack of five smaQ cigars wQl cost 
7i>p more, while a 25g pack of 
pipe tobacco will go up by 9.5p. 

The rises will take place 
immediately. 

Mr Brown decided to keep on 
hold the other section of the so- 
called “sin taxes” leaving duties 
on beer at 33p a pint, on spirits 
at £7.82p per litre and at £1.49 
per litre for wine. 

Cigarette-makers and re- 
tailers reacted angrily to the de- 
cision to hike taxes, noting that 
taxes now account for nearly 80 
per cent of the retail price of cig- 
arettes. John Carlisle of the 
Tobacco Manufacturers Asso- 
ciation (TMAj. which had called 
for a £1 cut in taxes said; “We 
are very cross. This is an os- 
trich-policy and a head-in-the- 


sand Budget The Chancellor 
has totally ignored the problem 
of smuggling, the loss of tax rev- 
enues and the threat to ]the 
livelihood of retailers." 

The tobacco industry has 
attacked the Government’s tax 
increases as a blueprint for 
smugglers. According to the 
TMA, the Exchequer loses 
£L2Jbn in revenue a year to 
smug gling 

The TMA Haims that UK 
taxes are almost £1.50 higher 
than the average of the rest of 
the European Union countries! 
The differential encourages 
smuggling and bootlegging. 
Over 15 percent of aD cigarettes 
and over 75 per cent of hand-1 
rolling tobacco smoked in 1 
Britain comes from illegal im- : 
ports, the TMA maintains. ; 

Mr Brown acknowledged the | 
problem of the black market in 
his speech to the House of 
Commons but added that 
smuggling “will not be permit- 
ted to undo a policy on ciga- 
rettes which successive British 
governments have adopted for 
good and urgent health 
reasons”. 

He added that the Govern- 
ment will strengthen its anti- 
bootlegging strategy with “new 
resources to detect prevent 
and punish this costly form of 
organised crime". 


Small retailers said the Gov- 
ernment could do little to stop 
illegal importing of cigarettes. 
Paul Mason of the Tobacco Al- 
liance, which represents 26,000 
retailers, said: “Mr Brown may 
as well tiy to stop the tide at 
Dover as stop the flow of smug- 
gled cigarettes. 

“The Chancellor’s misguid- 
ed policy is just flushing billions 
down the drain. He says he is 
alarmed at the state of the to- 
bacco smuggling problem, but 
he chooses to ignore the only 
sensible option to combat it, 
namely cutting the UK’s ludi- 
crously high tobacco tax.” 

Anti-smoking pressure 
groups welcomed the derision 
to put the cigarette duties. 
Clive Bates, director of Action 
on Smoking and Health (Ash), 
said: “We are satisfied. When 
cigarette prices rise, tobacco 
consumption falls as smokers 
cut down, give up or never 
start in response to prices.” 

Labour has taken a harder 
stance on cigarette duties than 
the Conservatives, which were 
committed to duly increases of 
at least 3 per cent above inflation. 

. Cigarette duties have been 
increased every year for the 
past nine years. The 1987 and 
1989 budgets were the only two 
occasions in the last 12 years 
were not increased. 
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Midland Private Banking 


Interest rates for Midland 
Private Banking customers 


With effect from 9 March 1999 


Private Bonking Current Account ( 1 1 

Previous 
Gross % 

Gross */• 

AER 

Up to £2.000 

0.50 

0.50 

QJO 

£2.000+ 

1.00 

1.00 

LOO 

£10.0110+ 

ill 

1.74 

1.75 

£50.U0fi+ 

2.96 

2.4S 

2.50 


Previous 

Cross •/, 

AER °n 

Private Banking Savings Account 1 1 1 
mixnihlv interest optioni 

Up ID E 10.000 

Gross % 

4.S9 

4.41 

4.50 

£10.000+ 

5.09 

4.61 

4.70 

£_i0.000+ 

5. IS 

4.70 

4.80 

£100.000+ 

5.47 

4.99 

5.10 

Private Banking Savings Account ii) 
(annual inicnat option 1 

Up ID £ 10.000 

5.00 

4.50 

4.50 

£10.000+ 

5—0 

4.70 

4.70 

£50.000+ 

5.30 

4.80 

4.80 

£100.000+ 

5.60 

5.10 

5.10 

Investment Management 

CJsh held on Ihe Capital Account within our 

Investment Management Service will earn interest at 

the following met: 

Previous 

Gross *« 

AER % 

L ! p to £5.000 

Gross V. 
1.00 

1.00 

IM 

£5.000+ 

4.91 

4.4.1 

4.50 

£10.000+ 

5.11 

4.6: 

4.70 

£50.000+ 

5—0 

4.72 

4.80 

£100.000+ 

5.49 

5.01 

5.10 


dmu: [Ik. 1 Rile Ivlinv the deduction of lax .applied 10 inlefiM on savings. AER ( Annual Equivalent Raid: 

A notional rale which iDibiraus whai the grass rate would be if inicnsl wa» pi id and a«n[vuDded e ach year. 
All rate are quoted per annum 
i I > This product is no longer available 10 new customers 

Midland Private Banking is a trading name of Midland Bank Trust Company Limited, a subsidiary of 
Midland Bank pkr. This mteresi rate nonce is issued by Midland Bank pic. PO Box 757, Hand Hempstead. 
Hen ford shire. HP’ 4S5. 

WrircAerHSBC Group 



BETTING 


Excise duties on tobacco will rise by 5 per cent above the rate of inflation 


Beer and wine producers 
were delighted with the surprise 
derision to leave taxes un- 
changed. Mr Brown had in- 
creased duties on beer in line 
with inflation in the past two 
budgets and the industry was 
bracing itself for another hike. 
However; the Chancellor hinted 
that another increase would 
have spoilt the Millennium cel- 
ebrations. “There will be no tax 
rises on alcohol this side of the 
Millennium,” he said. 

The only increase will apply 


to spariding rider; where a 75d 
bottle will go up by £L02p to 
bring it into line with spariding 
wine. 

The Brewers and licensed 
Retailers Association said: “A 
freeze is very welcome as faras 
it goes and the Chancellor does 
seem to be acknowledging 
the problems caused by 
smuggling.” 

Quentin Rappaport of the 
Wine and Spirits Association 
welcomed the freeze, which 
mirrored last year’s derision on 


spirits duty but departs from 
the derision to add Sp to a bot- 
tle of wine. “We are particularly 
pleased that he mentioned that 
he did not want to spoil the Mil- 
lennium party,” he said. 

The industry lobby groups 
claim that the high level of 
British duties is at odds with the 
rest of the EU, where duties are 
moving towards a target rate of 
8p a pint. In wine, toe gap is 
even more pronounced with 
toe French duty on a litre 
pitched at just O^p. 


They maintain that the tax 
differential encourages cross- 
Channel smuggling. Accord- 
ing to the industry, evety day 
more than 1.5 million pints of 
beer cross the Channel - the 
equivalent of beer sales of all 
the pubs in Dorset, Somerset 
Devon and Cornwall Ova: two- 
thirds of them are re-sold ille- 
gally without paying the UK 
duty, causing a tax revenue 
loss of around £800m a year to 
the Exchequer: 

FRANCESCO GUERBERA 


Case Study: The Lone Parent 


Little change, 
but I’m not 
unhappy with 
my new lot 



Sylvia Hayhoe, 45, from 
Carlisle. She works part- 
time as an administrative 
assistant and takes home 
£72 3 a month. She receives 
£25 a week m maintenance 
from her ex-husband and 
£10 a week in fimHy credit, 
plus £17.10 in child benefit 
and lone parent benefit She 

has a son, Simon, aged 15. 




MRS HAYHOE said that there 
was little in the Budget that 
will affect her. She works 32 
hours a week and is therefore 
ineligible for toe working tax 
credit. 

And unless her son stays in 
full-time education she is also 
likely to miss out on the child 
allowance tax credit which 
does not come into effect until 
2QQ1 when he will he 17. 

“I think I will be slightly 
better off because of the 10 
per cent tax band. It will be 
about £3 a week but every lit- 
tle helps." she said. 

“I just miss out on every- 
thing. When they said you 
could have help with child 
care for a child under 12, he 
was 13 and now he will prob- 
ably be too old for the child 
benefit changes.” 


After paying her rent of 
£156 a month and all her bills, 

Mrs Hayhoe is left with about 
£150. Out of that she has to 
buy food and clothes and run 
toe car. 

“I'm hoping my Peugeot 
106 counts as a small car be- 
cause the tax going down by 
£55 is a lot of money and that 
(rill make a difference. Petrol 
is going up but I only drive 
about 8,000 miles a year which 
is below average so 1 don’t 
think it will make a huge dif- 
ference. 

“I don’t drink or smoke so 
I won't be affected by that 
which is good,” 

She is about to buy a house 
tor the first time and her fixed 
rate mortgage, which works 
out about £10 a month less 
than her rent, will not be af- 
fected by any changes in the 
interest rates. 

“On the whole I think this 
Budget is all right but I would 
like to see the changes come 
in sooner, particularly the 
child benefit 

“But it is good for pen- 
sioners and children, even 
though that doesn’t affect 

me.” ___ 

Kat £ Watson-Sm yth parent Sylvia Hayhoe says little in the Budget will affect her IanDun&& 






Q I- a 

i - 


POOLS operators received 
a £S0m boost in a bid to stem 
the slump in turnover caused 
by the National Lottery. Gordon 
Brown announced that pookr 
betting duty will be cut from 263 
percent tol7.spercentine* 
change for the pools companies? 
pledge to fund two football 
charities. 

Littlewoods. the leading 
pools operator, welcomed the 
measure: M We are pleased the 
Chancellor has given tins re- 
duction that will allow us. to 
compete more effectively in a • 
very competitive market If is 
a cash boost which will aid in- 
vestment in new technology to - 
provide every collector with &9: 
hand-held computer terminal 
which will revolutionise the 
way the pools are entered." 

The Chancellor said that the 
cut - the third in four years*. 
would help pools operators to 
compete with toe National Lot- 
tery and its spin-off games. In . 
a related measure, he also an- 
nounced that from X April, the 
gaming duty bands - levied on 
casinos - would be Linked to in- 
flation. 

Britons spend around £500m 
a year cm football pools but their 
share of toe £40bn-a-year bet- . 
tin g mar ket has been in dedine 
since the launch of the Nation- 
al Lottery four years ago. 

In exchange for the cut. 
which comes four years after » 
two 5 percentage points re- ’w 
duction, pools companies have 
agreed to fund the Football 
Ihist and the Foundation for 
Sports and Arts until March 
2002. The Football TYust, set up 
in 1990 after the Taylor report 
into toe Hillsborough disaster, 
helps football clubs in meeting 
toe safety recommendations 
of the report The Foundation, 
established in 1991, supports 
small grassroots projects in 
the arts and sports. 

The reduction was attacked 
by bingo operators. “We are 
very disappointed that the 
Chancellor has not helped us in 
the budget Bingo operators 
cover a wider area of the coun- 
try than pool operators (which 
are concentrated in LiverpooD 
and employ more people.” a 
spokeswoman for toe Bingo 
Association said. 

The indexation of gaining 
duty levied on the dffferencebe- - 
tween the stakes received and - 
toe winnings paid out Trill 
mean that casinos will start 
paying toe highest 40 per cent 
tax rate on ary takings above 
£A31m, compared with £4^n 
previously. 

Francesco Guerrera 
and Nigel Cope 
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Buy smaller 
ear, drivers 
are warned 




MOTORISTS were gre e n a clear 
warning to get out of their ve- 
hicles and use public transport, 
or buy a smaller car as the Gov- 
ernment imposed hefty rises. 

The price of a gallon erf un- 
leaded petrol will top £3 for the 
first time after the Chancellor 
■Jmounced a 6 per cent rise in 
fuel duly. 

He also unveQed a package 
of measures to reward the use 
of “greener” cars, initiatives to 
encourage workers to share ve- 
hicles or to come to work by 
bicycle, and a crackdown on 
company car tax-breaks for L5 
million drivers. 

Mohring organisations warn- 
ed the measures would hit rural 
drivers and the elderly and ac- 
cused ministers of raising a 
green “smokescreen”. Bat en- 
vironmental groups gave the 
Budget a cautious welcome: 

From 6pm yesterday duty on 
unleaded fuel rose by 3.79p a 
Eire. This means a rise in a Rre 
of fuel of3.79p to around 67p and 
-to £3.13 from £L91 for a gallon. 
Jeaded fuel duty rose by 4^5p 
per litre to 74.4p. Diesel rose by 
6J4p per litre to nearly 7lp. 

The $ per cent rise imple- 
ments the Government's com- 
mitment to “escalate” fuel duty 
as part of its climate change 
strategy. 

The Chancellor announced 
a reform of the Vehicle Excise 
Duty (road tax) on cars based 
on the level of pollution emis- 
sions. VED for all private and 
light goods vehicles will be in- 
creased by £5 to £155 from 
today. But from 1 June small- 
er cars with engines up to 
l,l00cc would pay 'a rate of 
£100. Frian autumn 2000, the 
rate for new carswillbede- 
termined primarily by their 
carbon dioxide emission rate. - 
> 


Motoring 

The RAC said that an aver- 
age motorist driving 10,000 


in a hatchback carwouldbe£80 
worse off. iMwwiriri Ring , bead 
of c amp a igns, said: “Many mo- 
torists, such as the elderly, dis- 
abled and rural residents are 
totally dependent on the car.” 

He said the two-tier VED 
System was a “tax on luxury not 
use” as it <£d not punish drivers 


“The Treasury Is dressing up 
tax rises in greenery” 

The AA said the rises in fuel 
duty meant motorists were pay- 
ing a record £3.50 to the Chan- 
cellor far every £10 spent on the 
garage forecourt. John Dawson, 
head of policy, saM» “The Chan- 
cellor’s environmental excuses 
far hitting ifrivax again w ith Hir 

fuel escalator are wearing ex- 
tremely thin.” 

Mr Brown announced a re- 
form of tax on company cars to 
encourage the use of fuel effi- 
cient cars. The current system 
that cuts the tax by a third for 
people who do more than 2^00 
business miles by far 
more than 18,000 win be abol- 
ished m 2002. K win be replaced 
with incentives to encourage the 
purchase of cars with lower 
C(^ emission. Mr Brown said 
the reform would cost the typ- 
ical user about £1 a week. 

The Chancellor was ap- 
plauded by environmental 
groups for removing tax penal- 
ties on employers who offer 
green benefits such as works 
buses, discount fares and al- 
lowances far using cycles. 

Tbny Bosworth, of ftiends of 


Stephen Joseph said: “Vfa’re 
now seeing the tax system 
starting to swing behind inte- 
grated transport and away 
from rewarding gas guzzlers 
and business car traveL” 

The Chancellor said there 
would be more money far pub- 
lic transpoi l. However; the Gov- 
ernment said the details would 
not be published *•»*■“ ooL.. 
Prescott, the Deputy 'Prim'. 
M hfc ta; retnrneii u om indi^ , 

The chang es are unlikely to 
meet Mr Prescott's target of cut- 
ting foe number of car journeys. 
One think-tank, the Centre fix* 
Economics and Business Re- 
search, said road usage would 
be cut by just 051 per cent 

Mr Brown offered some 
good news for the freight in- 
dustry VED will be frozen for 
98 percent ofafl lorries and cut 
by up to £1,000 far lorries and 
buses with dean engines. 

.Hie Frei gh t Transport As- 
sociation welcomed foe move 
but condemned the 6J4p rise in 
duty cm diesel which it said ef- 
fectively doubled the world 
price of bulk dieseL “The Chan- 
ceflor’s crude strategy afbleed- 
ingtbe transport industry topay 
for Government expenditure 
should be about helping indus- 
try- not steafingfrom if^it said. 

Drivers will also have to pay 
extra formotar insurance as In- 
surance Premium Tax rises by 
1 per cent to 5 per cent from 1 
July, adding £6 to an average 

hflnajhflMinigiranftt Ml 0jBK7. 

The Opposition se ized on 
the rises in fuel duty, william 
Hague, the Tory leaden said: 
“The Government, have taken 



the Earth, said: “HhS Budget .“foefrpersecut^ crffoe toatncist 
represests-the- Government’s toofar andfoeir dafaafjetofoe 


first halting steps towards 
green economies.” . . . 
Transport 2000 director 


haulage m rh ref ry tnpfar" 

Philip Thornton 

Transport Correspondent 



The Chancellor raised the price of petrol and unveiled measures to encourage more use of public transport 


Green lobby praises anti-pollution measures 


A NEW energy tax for industry 
and a raft of measures to cut 
car pollution are significant, 
steps towards meeting Britain's 
tough targets for cutting the 
greenhouse gases believed to 
be causing global warming. 

They drew an effusively 
warm welcome from environ- 
mentalists, but the prospect of 
the new tax was greeted with 
apprehension by industry. 

The tax was recommended 
in a report last November from 

Lord Marshall of Knightsbridge 

(formerly Sir Cohn M a r s ha ll). 
Jie chairman of British Airways 
hnd past president of the Con- 
federation of British Industry 
iCBD, and will come into op- 
eration in two years' time. 

The Government considers 


fhft tor imjiwiHahte if anfaadnns 

of carbon dioxide from power 
stations are to be curbed in hue 
with the Kyoto agreement on 
dimate change of December 
1997, and the even tougher 
Labour manifesto pledge to 
cut COx emissions by 20 per 
cent by 2010. 

Mr Brown gave no detail of 
levels for the tax, but promised 
that it would be revenue-neu- 
tral And industry as a whole 
would be compensated far its 
additional biE with cuts in the 
level of employee national in- 
surance contributions (NICs) 
from 12.2 to 11.7 per cent 
Energy-intensive industries 
would be set “significantly 
tower” rates of tax if they im- 
proved their energy efficiency, 


he said, promising discussions 
with them. 

But foe big energy users, 
such as the steel cement, alu- 
minium »T»d chemicals indus- 
tries, reacted warily. 

“I don't think energy- 
intensive industries can stand 
being taxed any more than 
they are without being driven 
out of business,” said Lisa 
Waters, economic adviser to 
foe Energy-Intensive Users’ 
Group, which represents firms 
with huge electricity Tcnlls. 

Energy represented up to 80 
per cent of the costs of some sec- 
tors such as aluminium and 

chemicals, sh e said, and as they 


Energy Tax 


were capital-intensive rather 
than laboinHntensive, the NICs 
cut would not fully compensate 
them. “It ah depends on the ex- 
emptions," said 

Fiona Davies, energy advis- 
er to the CBI, said: “Tbe extent 
of foe level at which the ex- 
emptions are set wfll be crudal 
in terms of the effects of the tax 
on competitiveness.’' 

However the move delight- 
ed environmental groups. Ian 
Thyloi; scientific political ad- 
viser to Greenpeace, said it 
provided “welcome recogni- 
tion that the protection of the 
climate requires a long-term 
signal to industry to change its 


ways. That, as Lord Marshall 
recommended, means a tax.” 

Charles Secrett, executive 
(Erector of Friends of the Earth, 
said that New Labour had 
taken its “first halting steps to- 
wards green economics”. 

The Institute for Public Pol- 
icy Research, the left-leaning 
think-tank that has long sup- 
ported an energy tax, was even 
more generous in its praise. 
“This is probably Britain's 
greenest-ever Budget, and it 
helps prove foe Chancellor’s 
commitment to foe environ- 
ment’' said its environment re- 
searcher Chris Hewett 

The Government is confident 


ofmeetingtbefirstafitstwocfi- 
mate-change targets, the one in 
the Kyoto treaty. This obliges it 
tn mak*? a miffvir k to a “hssfcpT 
of CO2 and five other industrial 
gases to 125 percent belawlbeir 
1990 levels by 2010. That target 
is 189 million tons Gn “carbon 
equivalent”^ On present poli- 
cies Britain wfll be emitting 194 
nuDton turns in 10 years’ time, but 
ministers feel energy-saving 
measures in the pipeline wiD en- 
able the target to be met 
However, foe Labour mani- 
festo target subsequently con- 
firmed, trfa 20 per cent cutback 
from 1990 levels to CO, alone, 
is a much tougher proposition. 
That target is 135 milfion tons, 
and on present policies Britain 
wQI be emitting 163 million 


tons of the gas in 2010. The gap 
will take some bridging. 

Mr Brown said yesterday 
that foe energy tax was calcu- 
lated to take out l^mUBon tons 
trf CO, annualty and the anti-car 
pollution measures he an- 
nounced would account far an- 
other 1.5 million tons. 

There is a long way to go, and 
scientific concern continues to 
grow over dimate change. Last 
year was the hottest year to the 
modern climatic record and 
British scientists who have re- 
constructed the dimate of the 
past from tree-ring data said it 
was the wannest far LOOOyeais. 
The five hottest years have all 
been to the Nineties.- 

Michael McCarthy 
E nvironment Correspondent 
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Leonard Tbyfai; 70, and his 
wife Rachel 75. They receive 
£1,400 a month from private 
andstatepensiems. They have 
savings of £24,000 in Virgin 
Dtrec&lTUXwPepsandstocks 


Leonard and Rachel Taylor: '‘We are not big spenders. We don't drink or smoke 


Alexander Caminada 


rmrrimalim&irio mortgage. 

Mrs Taylor; a former nursing 
sisteg was delighted and could 
find nothing to object to. Her 
husband, a retired policeman, 
was slightly upset that their 
cat a Mazda, did not qualify as 
a small car and thqy would not 
be eligible for foe reduction in 
excise duty -and would be hit 
by the increase to petrol 

But the couple will benefit 
from foe increases in capital 
gains tax and inheritance tax. 
“Tt means we can sell a Utile bit 
more and gives us more lee- 
way with foe estate,” she said. 

Their house is worth about 
£180^)00 and the increase in in- 
heritance tax by £8,000 to 
£23lJ)00 meats they will wiD not 
have to pay so much in duties. 

“It was a wonderftil Budget 


and it was very kind to pen- 
sioners." she said. 

Their state pensions mil 
increase from £97 a week to 
£120 a week for the two of them 
which, they said, makes far a 
“good pub lanch” 

are not big spenders. We 
don't drink or smoke and our 
outgoings are very low realty 
We are very interested to the 
new National Savings bond and 
I think we will probably move 
some money out of foe building 
society where it is affected tor 
interest rates and tax." 

Mrs Thylor was particularly 
pleased about the announce- 
ment that the Government 
wffl give £30 extra to those who 
donate £100 to charity. 

“We support an old Gurkha 
to Nepal and it’s nice to think 
that they will be able to ea t bet- 
terbeouse our donation will be 
increased by the Government. 

“I do think William Hague 
wifi have a job to complain 
about any of this. There is 
nothing to complain about ex- 
cept by bang ungrateful” 


More 
choice 
in the 
rural 
areas 

PUBLIC 

Transport 


RURAL TRANSPORT services, 
(he Cinderella of Britain’s 
transport network, are to 
receive a multi-million -{xiund 
cash injection under plans to 
deliver more choice fur 
travellers. 

The Chancellor said the Gov- 
ernment would increase the 
size of the rural transport fund, 
set up last ye:ir. by 1M per cunt 
to £12nm. He said this would 
mean £idm of extra resources 
a year for two years 

Bus companies will benefit 
from a E50m rebate in fuel duty 
to cover foe increases m duty 
announced yesterday. The in 
dustiy will also benefit from tax 
breaks being offered for buses 
provided to' employers fur their 
workforce. 

The Department for the En 
vironmeni Transport and foe 
Regions said that foe money 
would be used for infrastruc- 
ture projects rather than 
subsidising lares. The money 
could be used to encourage 
provision of better integration 
and to improve the quality of 
stations. 

Extra funds for improving 
security at rail and bus stations 
could provide for more closed- 
circuit television and other se- 
curity devices. The details will 
be announced shortly. 

John Reid, the Transport 
minister, said: .“This is a re- 
forming Budget with measures 
which show that transport is a 
key element of the Govern- 
ment’s agenda. It is using the 
tax system to help deliver our 
objectives for integrated trans- 
port - better choice with clean- 
er vehicles. 

“There’s an extra £50m to 
support the bus network, an 
extra £20m for rural transport 
and measures to enhance se- 
curity at transport inter- 
changes." 

The bus, hailed as foe “thor- 
oughbred not the workhorse” of 
local transport by foe Deputy 
Prime Minister John Prescott, 
will also benefit from a £1.000 
cut to Vehicle Exrise Duty- for 
vehicles with clean engines. 

The Confederation of Pas- 







Help for buses should 
please John Prescott 
(top), while John Reid 
calls transport a key item 

senger Transport warned that 
the measures penalised urban 
and inter- urban services and 
school transport as they did not 
receive the fuel rebate. David 
Watson, of the CPT, added: 
“£20m over two years is good to 
principle but it is not a lot" 

The bus operator Arriva wel- 
comed the Budget measures as 
a further boost to public trans- 
port It said that grants for 
public transport now totalled 
£L20m, and it welcomed the in- 
troduction of tax reliefs for bus 
services provided by employers 
for their staff; 

Arriva, which buys more 
than 500 buses a year, also wel- 
comed the £1.000 cut in foe li- 
cence fee for cleaner buses. But 
it said that it would seek clari- 
fication cm whether increased 
motoring taxes would be “ring- 
fenced" for investment in trans- 
port infrastructure. 

Philip Thornton 
T ransport Correspondent 
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And there I was, worrying about a recession 


LETTS SAY it’s Droitwich. In a 
newish semi, with a two-year-old. 
runabout Peugeot in the drive out- 
side, my alter ego, Desdemona 
Aarons, sits watching the Budget 
on the kitchen-diner portable. It is 
to her that I always turn when, as 
an inhabitant of Lower England, I 
want to know how things are play- 
ing in Middle Britain. Today the 
kids are at school, and Desde- 
mona is working from No 4.3 Ma- 
genta Drive. Now she poors a 
Continental blend from the 
cafetiere, takes a bite from a Salis- 
bury's croissant, and turns to the 
screen. The Chancellor is r ising . 

Desdemona is taken by his tie, 
a gold job with what look like coins 
stitched to iL Perhaps they're 
euros. The TV picture is a slightly 
unpleasing one, leaving a row be- 
hind the Chancellor of headless, 
footless torsos, their disconnected 


arms busOy taking notes. She won- 
ders wiy the dirednr doesn’t frame 
h^ shot better; and why- from time 
to time - a collective grunt or guf- 
faw punctuates the speech for no 
obvious reason. 

The speech feels very modern. 
Lots of it seems to be about 
schemes with names like Research 
and Development Tax Credit, 
which has something to do with 
Loads of extra science equipment 
for companies. Mr Brown tells 
her that she won’t be taxed for 
having a company computer at 
home. Which must, she Imagines, 
be great. 

Already an image is being cre- 
ated in her mind, an apotheosis of 
New Labour; with Chancellor and 
PM floating like constellations over 
a landscape of winking wiadiirws 
and happy entrepreneurs. Youth- 
ful brainboxes in white coats run 


around labs shouting, *Tve found 
tire solution, thanks to Mr Gordon 
Brown!” As her imagination 
wanders, she absorbs something 
about a Computer Learning Cen- 
tre in every town. Presumably 
they will have one In Droitwicb. and 
all the old computers win be sent 
there to update themselves and 
learn new skills, such as how not 
to switch themselves off on l 
January 2000. 

And there win be 10 million 
more books in schools! That’s a 
shitload of Chip’s Magic Adven- 
tures, she thinks, gratefully. Per- 
haps nowshe and Trevor will stand 
abetter chance erf getting the beys 
to read. 

And more dosh for the Health 
Service, and for pensioners (who 
deserve it, after all, don’t they?). 
And the Chancellor is now talking 
about a Giving Democracy, in 


nucopia with the poor and the bloc? to the ownur-occu^S 



David 

aaronovttch 

This seems to be 
socialism without pain, 
largesse with prudence. 
Is suck a thing possible? 

which the risk-taking, 

entrepreneurial, scientific whizz 
i qrig voluntarily share their cot- 


downtrodden, their efforts supple- estabksbed and a 
mented by a wise and prudently surable guilt when Des 
generous administration. own tax rate £ 

There’s even a lower starting what’s the cost? A tad on veryek- 
rate of income tax for the lower pensive houses (the new pad 
paid bless them. WhidL she sup- demona covets costs less man 
poses, acts as an encouragement £250,0001* a bifl amount on fogs 
to behave well, and is better than (Desdemona packed it m a year 
anindisoiminatetaxcutfareveiy- ago, and now attends the local gym 
body. WIop! The main rate down, twice aweek), the end of mortgage 
the Chancellor back in his seat, a tax relief toot worth very much apy 
grin the size of the Cheddar Gorge more). This seems to be socialism 
on his face, ch eers «n round and without pain. Largesse with pru* 
David Dimbleby on BBC saying dence. Is such a thing posable. It 
that the speech -was “one hour five is certainly what Desdemona felt 
minutes and 45 seconds long, for she was voting for back in May 1997. 
those who are interested”. Desde- TheremustbeacatdLbutn^xt 

moxia supposes that there must be now no one can think of one. Back 
su<fo people. on the TV, Peter Snow now prances 

So, science boosted comput- with angular grace round a virtu- 
es everywhere, jobs for all, books a) reality street, and every house 
galore. Flight w a fa»if billion or shop he calls at seems to be 
quid in good, prudent things, a Giv- vaguely content, from the unem- 


Ihe computer generated nkfclf 
Ihdorpilc. The pundits agree 
-he's been very clever there”. . 

Desdemona hears the mefcfflc 
voice emerging from the 
wide, lipless mouth of the Leafier . 
of the Opposition. He is scDrhfet 
and derisive. But what unearth * 
not to like" Some folk, Desdtthaar 
thinks, are never satisfied S* 
wonders why she didn’t fete 
Labour years ago. Indeed sfe; 
wonders if she’ll vote anythin 
else. And it was so comforting^ 
reflects, to hear that the Chancel- 
lor was expecting a little b8 of - 
growth next year, and loads in foe 
years following. And there wrajL 
were, worrying about neceSs&nT 
Desdemona turns off the tetevfafao, 
drains her coffee cup. andheitts 
her son’s key in the front dooe 


As a high-earning mother; I expected 
to feel betrayed. Instead, I’m euphoric 


AS A married New Labour voter in 
a high-income tax bracket, with a 
mortgage and a moral objection as 
a big earner to elaimmg child hpnpfit- 
for my son, Tm one of the people who 
have been told for days on end that 
1 ought to feel betrayed by the 
much-leaked contents of Chancellor 
Gordon Brown's third budget. 
Instead I'm euphoric. 

I'm most delighted about the 
abolition of the married couples' tax 
allowance. Lite Gordon Brown, I'm 
not afraid of stating unequivocally 
that I consider a conventional famity 
structure to be the ideal frame- 
work for bringing up children. And, 
like New Labour; I don’t believe that 
tax breaks for adults who are 
married or living together are of any 
help at all when it comes to making 
that ever-more-beleaguered struc- 
ture work well 

Anyway, the much-propagated 
idea that all the financial benefits of 
being married are being eroded is 
simply not true. For example, if 
your spouse isn’t earpingyou can put 
your savings into his or her name, 
and avoid paying up to about £4,000 
in tax on them because of your 
partner’s unused tax allowance. Or 
you can make financial gifts to your 
spouse without paying capital gains 
tax. Or you can live safe in the 
knowledge that anything you leave 
to your spouse in your will is free of 
inheritance tax And so oil There are 
still plenty of fiscal advantages to 
being married, without the state 
giving further handouts from the 
public purse. 

I’ve always found it patently 
obvious that two can live more 
cheap!}' than one, and when two 
people on large incomes sell two 
fiats, buy a house and pool their 
resources in matrimony, it seems to 
me that they're much better off 
anyway - especially since their 
pooled income might take them 
into a higher tax bracket if men's and 
women's taxation were not now cal- 
culated separately. 

Ghing them a couple of hundred 



Deborah 

orr 

I'm relieved there'll be no 
tax for the time being on 
child benefit for families 
in high tax brackets 

quid a year in tax benefits because 
they're being in some w % y “up right” 
is insulting not only to the people 
who either choose or are forced to 
live and bring up their children in a 
different structure, but also to the 
institution it is designed to reward. 

Howevei; it is, of course, when the 
children come along that the fin- 
ances <rf couples are thrown into con- 
fusion. Which is why the 
replacement of the married person's 
allowance with children’s tax credit 
is absolutely the correct way 
forward. Although the £416 audit will 
not come into operation until April 
2001, it is still fantastic news and 
infinitely superior to the anomalous 
married pereorfs allowance. The feet 
that it will taper away for high- 
earning families is again good neT/s- 
While means testing should be 
avoided, public money should not be 
squandered on further treats for 
affluent children, either 

Fbr different reasons. I'm relieved 
that there will be no tax for the time 
being on child benefit for families in 
high tax brackets. While I don’t 
claim child benefit myself it is true 
that even within wealthy families 
mothers can be kept cash-starved by 
controlling partners. That is why the 
benefit should remain independent 


of all other family earnmgs I do, 
however believe that it should be a 
matter of conscience for weS-off fatu- 
ities as to whether they in fact claim 
benefit Tony and Cherie Blair don’t 
set much of an example hoe, and 
neither do many other left-leaning 
affluent couples. This may be be- 
cause there is no mechanism where- 
by unclaimed child benefit can be 
redirected to help poorer children. 
Child benefit should never be taxed, 
but it might be a good idea if better- 
off familie s were encouraged to 
covenant their benefit into one or 
other of the Government’s ever- 
more dynamic schemes to target 
particularly needy families. 

It need hardly be added that an- 
other rise in child benefit, to £15 a 
week for the first child and £10 a 
week for subsequent children, is also 
excellent news. While the childless 
are often heard complaining that 
they subsidise the welfare and ed- 
ucation of children enough already, 
Gordon Brown’s prediction that 
“while children now make up 20 per 
cent of our population, in the future 
they will make up 100 per cent of our 
population" should surely console 
tfiwn that at least this state Of affoirS 
will not continue forever Or maybe 
Mr Brown was simply suffering a 
moment of confusion on a day of 
crystal clarity. 

I feel a little disappointment that 
Mr Biown has chosen not to offer tax 
benefits to couples when one of 
them decides to give up work, and 
be a parent full-time. 

And again, while it is good news 
that benefits will continue when 
lone parents first start work, there 
is still not quite enough recognition 
from this Government that full-time 
parenting for pre-school children is 
also an investment in the future of 
the country and a choice that is 
difficult for families who made their 
financial commitments on (he basis 
of two incomes. 

But I'm more than happy about 
the abolition of Miras. This is a 
reward for being affluent enough to 





Mr Blair has ensured that this is a Budget that puts the modern family at the heart of its tax reforms 


Reuters 


get a mortgage together and make 
an investmentfor the future. There’s 
no tax relief if you're paying an 
extortionate rent, and in that case 
you don’t get to flog the property for 
a whacking profit when you manage 
to move out So it’s always seemed 
unfair to me that everyone who has 
a mortgage can claim tax relief. 
Again, lots of people just don’t need 
that kind of state handout 

Howevei; there is a difficulty here 
with the many people on the margins 
of owner-occupation. While the Gov- 
ernment believes that this is a good 


time to abolish Miras because in- 
terest rates are low, the fact is that 
low interest rates have not made (he 
tiniest dent in repossessions. Some 
mortgage lenders start repossession 
proceedings when as few as two 
mortgage payments have been 
missed. And while the Government 
is encouraging people to take out 
mortgage indemnity insurance, it’s 
obvious that those who need it most 
are least likely to be among the one 
in five mortgage holders who are 
finding the money to afford it 
I suppose you could argue, with 


some moral force, that other mea- 
sures in the Budget that are de- 
signed to decrease the tax burden 
on the poor more than compensate 
for the loss of Miras. 

But since the problem is so huge, 
Td argue that it needs separate at- 
tention anyway. The most sensible 
suggestion I’ve beard for dealing 
with this problem, which, of course, 
devastates many families, was 
floated by the Institute of Housing 
last yean It believes that there 
should be schemes up and down the 
country whereby families who find 


themselves unable to cope with 
their mortgage payments should 
have the option of teaming up with 
housing associations that can take 
over part-ownership of homes; thus 
cutting the mortgage commitment 
of the family and at the same time 
investing in the property tbete* 
sdves. Surety this is preferable 
current system, whereby there 
little or no help for families in danfr* ■> 
of losing their homes. Thisis the 
major gap in a Budget that is other- 
wise a triumph fbr the parents and 
the children of this country. 


You shouldn’t be so 
complacent, Mr Brown 


Enlightened help 
for entrepreneurs 


IT WOULD be churlish not to be 
delighted with many of the Chan- 
cellor’s Budget goodies. The 
restoration of an earnings link for 
pensions, the winter allowance, 
more money from the pools to sport 
and the arts and the extra help for 
small businesses, wffl all be popular. 
But while listening to Gordon it 
was easy to forget that there is a 
world outside Britain, and it is what 
happens in that world which will 
make or break this year’s Budget. 

The rapid slowing of the economy, 
with manufacturing industry near or 
in recession, the biggest deficit - 
£20.6bn - on the balance of trade m 
goods for a decade, and the possi- 
bility of zero growth thfoyean or even 
recession, will all return to haunt us 
as the year rolls on. 

This situation was entirely pre- 
dictable and avoidable. But the Trea- 
sury. the International Monetary 
Fluid and the Chancellor radically 
misunderstood the dynamics of the 
international economy and as a re- 
sult. their projections for growth in 
the world economy proved to be * 
over-optimistic. Wrong policies 
inevitably followed. 

In the year after slump struck 
East Asia in the summerof 1997, the 
Bank of England merrily raised 
short-term interest rates. As a result, 
the pound was held at an exchange 
rate at which British industry could 



KEN 

Livingstone 

Listening to Gordon, it's 
easy to forget the outside 
world, which will make 
or break this Budget 

not compete, while East Asia and the 
rest of the European currencies 
were devaluing. The interest-rate 
cuts since last summer are a case 
of too little, too late, with their effects 
faking 12-18 months to reach the real 
productive economy. The current 
economic slow-down is the result, 
and will be made worse because 40 
per cent of the world economy is 
already in recession. 

While it is true that the Bank of 
England and other central banks, 
are reducing short-term (three- 
month) interest rates, they have no 
control over long-term interest 


rates. Productive investment is 
afifectedby long-term interest rates, 
not short-term ones. Long-term in- 
terest rates, in turn, are set fay the 
supply of and A»man<j for capitaL 

There is now an international rise 
in interest rates. This started in 
Japan with long-term rates doubting 
between September last year and 
January 1999. It then spread to the 
US from last October; and began to 
affect Europe in February. Since in- 
flation during this period has not 
risen, real long-term interest rates 
have gone up in the last period. 

This means that the world econ- 
omy is stowing sharply - with re- 
cession in Japan, slow-down in 
Europe and various degrees of fin- 
ancial crisis in East Asia, Brazil and 
Russia. Under those comfitions the 
rising long-term interest rates reflect 
a decline in the supply of capital 
rather than excessive demand 

The exception to slowing growth 
is the United States, ted it is running 
up against the limits of the supply 
of capital - the chief external sup- 
plier of which has been Japan. 

Tbe tey point in Europe is that at 
the beginning of a slow-down or re- 
cession, real long-term interest 
rates have risen, whereas they 
would normally be expected to fail 
Such an increase in real interest 
rates during the downswing of the 
business cycle increases reces- 


rionaiy pressures. Indeed the Ger- 
man economy contracted in the last 
quarter of 1998. The German Fin- 
ance Minister, Oskar Lafontaine, 
recently said that if the European 
Central Bank refuses further to re- 
duce interest rates, then govern- 
ments will need to use fiscal policy 
to stimulate economic growth. 

This is advice. that Gordon would 
have been well advised to follow In 
his Budget, particularly as his 
growth predictions are likely to be 
over-optimistic. Rising long-term 
interest rates wfll further reduce in- 
vestment and growth. In these 
circumstances monetary policy 
alone cannot be relied upon to 
prevent a recession. 

Gordon should therefore have 
taken the opportunity of this Budget 
to use a teg increase in taxation on 
high incomes and dividends in order 
to fund a sharp increase in public 
spending, particularly investment 
Instead of cutting coEporafioa tax to 
30 per cent it should have been in- 
creased to 40 per cent, with a 100 per 
cent rebate to cover the full cost of 
all firms’ investment in increasing 
their productive capacity. 

Such a policy would lead to areal 
expansion of investment and 
employment and lay the foundation 
for an investment-ted upswing in the 
business cycle, joyfully coinciding 
with the next general election. 


JUDGE NOT the Budget’s help for 
entrepreneurs fry the Chancellor’s 
rhetoric, but by the life cycle of 
business creators. Does the support 
come in ways that will realty assist 
nascent enterprises? The budding 
entrepreneur needs funds, skilled 
staff and time. To what extent do 
Gordon Brown’s measures increase 
the supply of these essential 
c omm odities? 

As to borrowing, governments 
have never been able to do much 
about a problem which - without a 
business record or security which 
can be pledged - the high-street 
banks do not do much to help tackle 
in terms of loans. The Government 
can, howevei; encourage the provi- 
sion of risk capitaL The measure that 
most obviously tends to this need is 
the extra money which the Gov- 
ernment is to put into venture cap- 
ital funds for companies starting up 
in high-technology fields. 

Other measures are significant in 
an indirect way. Cutting capital 
g ai ns tax may increase the willing- 
ness of investors to support new 
entrepreneurs. Reducing the impact 
of inheritance taxes, albeit marg in, 
ally has the same effect Provicfing 
loan guarantees through the new 
Small Business Service will also 
facilitate the raising of capitaL 

Fbr entrepreneurs I put these 

aspects of the Budget first, because 


.. js 


fr^ 


this: to get their businesses off the 
ground and flying, entrepreneurs 
have an urgent need to attract fair 
ented staff Such people are in short 
supply. Of course, they would'*# 




Andreas 

Whittam 

Smith 

This New Labour 
Chancellor shows every 
sign that he understands 
wealth creation 

the initial stages of a company’s de- 
velopment, before it is profitalde and 
in a position to pay tax, are the most 
difficult Inevitably, Mr Brown has 
been able to give toe more definite 
help to new companies that have 
moved into profit This is because 
cutting business taxes enables com- 
panies to finance more of their ex- 
pansion from retained earnings. All 
the same, these much-trumpeted 
measures will scarcely make toe dif- 
ference between life and death. 

The second test of the Budget is 


were risk-takers by nature: \fettbc* 
often hesitate before jumping, an rf 
sometimes turn back. It is impres- 
sive that the Chancellor has setew 
this point He sees that schemes that 
provide options on shares 'in a®*, 
enterprises can be a valuable in* 
centive, and he is acting wisetyfa 

making sure that the tax treatsnsrt 

of . the eventual rewards is 
favourable. '-''I- 

Entrepreneurs are thesort 
people who heartitydislike what fotf 
see as wasting time in filling 

forms and disentan^iogthemsdvBS 

from red tape. Here fa the cent™ 


Service. It must identity &fi frfctioJ® 
and inefficiencies in running 
nesses that toe Government its® 
creates, Fbr these tasks it reqiifr*f 
a strong leader with pbfiticBLcfofa* 
otherwise it will be an-esaffp®-®- 
gesture politics. v.' ' 

In fart, I am hopefuL 'RdsJ^® 
Labour Chancellor showS^^J 
sign that he understands 
creation; in that regarrihe fa ng 
enlightened than most; 
predecessors. Conservative : 
Labour alike. '.*-* . 
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Politically brilliant, 
fiscally progressive, 
but based on a 
risky assumption 

THIS WAS the most intellectually and politically confi- 
Jj en * speech since Nigel Lawson’s in 1988. Gor- 
don Brown was at his exuberant best, delivering a Budget 
that pleases everybody except the Conservative party 
which he left for dead. It was a substantial redistribution 
in favour of the working poor; famiUgg wff.ii /■hiiifrm 
the old, combined with the theft of Tory political rhetoric 
on a grand scale. 

It was not perfect, of course. Tie ipp s tarting rate of 
incometax was a gimmick when Mr Brown first proposed 
it, and it re m a in s a gimmick now. Equally the cut in the 
basic rate from 23p to 22p trailed for next year owed most 
to the need to deliver a killer political punch to a Tray party 
suckled on the milk of basic-rate fa** nite But in mwfcfwg 
the point that the burden of taxation is felt not only the 
rich bid also by the hard-working poor; the conversion of 
the Labour Early to the tax-cutting gospel is long overdue. 

And in its combination of .the goals of fairness 
encouraging enterprise, the Budget was a triumph. The 
measures for rebalancing family tarcrafinn de s”**"? leas t 
four long, loud cheers. Undeterred by the sentimentalists 
who object to the arrival of the 20th century lei alone the 
21st, the Chancellor boldly abolished the married couples’ 
allowance and tied the advantages of the tax system 
entirely to children, with no regard to the status of the 
family in which they are brought up This libe ralism is to 
be applauded: it should treat parents equally, not only 
whether single, double, divorced, separated or widowed, 
but also whether they are gay or straight 

The a dditio nal help for pensioners is a welcome recog- 
nition that not everybody hi Labour’s new Young Country 
is able to assume the duty of moving from welfare to work. 
Again, the Chancellor was clever to combine a universal 
increase, from £20 to £100 in the winter payment, with a 
means-tested one, raising the "guaranteed minimum 
.pension!" next year by the rise in earnings - a partial' 
restoration of the link broken by Mrs Thatcher in 1981. 

. Finally, the Budget should be ap plaude d as a marker 
of the extent to winch the Government now recognises 
that risk-taking is an important engine of job creation. This 
follows the Prime Minister's speech last week, in which 
he extolled the virtues of the US economic model over the 
continental European one. The toughening up of the new 
competition regime deserves another burst of applause 
-let us hope tips presages a re^afta<±mitheaimses of 
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Unfortunately, there was too much in Mr Brown’s 
speech of the tired old assumption that “encouraging 
entrepreneurs” means giving them tax breaks and “ gov- 
ernment support”. The Chancellor sounded suspiciously 
like Tolstoy's character who sits on a man’s back saying: 
“I am very sorry for him and wish to ease his lot by all 
possible means - except by getting off his back” The best 
way to encourage entrepreneurs is to get government off 
their backs altogether: What small employers desperately 
need is to minimise contact with government and,.when 
contact is unavoidable, to simplify the requirements on . 
them. There was some recognition ofthis in Mr Brown’s 
idea that a "one-stop open-door sendee” for smalT busi- 
nesses would offer an automated payroll service, but they 
are unlikely to be holding their breath for this salvation. 

. A simpler tax system, operated by an Inland ftevenue. 
with of innovation and enterprise as Mr- 


Brown was enjoining on the rest of us, would be the biggest 
help- Instead, the Chancellor headed off in the other direc- 
tion, announcing £i0m here and £50m there on schemes 
and tax breaks and bureaucratic form-filling “initiatives”, 
dressed up in New Labour; third way rhetoric. 

One of Nigel Lawson's achievements was as a tax 
reformer who made the tax system simpler and more log- 
ical. Mr Brown has simplified the big picture: an inde- 
pendent Bank of England, a “golden rule” and a rule for 
sustainable national debt, and a three-year planning hori- 
zon for government spending which has abolished the 
annual spending round. But he is in danger of cluttering 
up the canvas with a lot of self-defeating fine brushworfc 
The tax concession on so-called “high risk” share options 
is the kind of crazy loophole which Mr Brown’s socialist 
double denounced with such justified foxy in opposition. 

Tie* other strategic objective in the Budget was Mr 


in being an old-fashioned 


positively revels 
ihidhed spender 
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NONE OF the leaks did it justice. All 
that talk about fiscal neutrality was 
blown away by a Budget that podtivefy 
revelled in its old-fashioned injec- 
tion, as the Chancellor put it, of £4hn 
of purchasing power into the economy 

We had been ready for the new lOp 
starting rate, but not the lp cut in the 
standard rate. We hadn’t known that 
the new forecasts of unemployment- 
driven social security spending had 
been reduced by £8bn - allowing the 
Chancellor to find the money for 
what was, when all was said and 
done, a Budget as populist as it was 
redistributive. 

And as with the content, so with the 
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public demeanour is positively aus_ 
tore, this was an unusually flamboy- 
ant performance. He teased his 
audience, he promised to ensure 
that the cost of alcohol would not go 
up before the millennium, and he 
skewered William Hague and Francis 
Maude by reminding us of their past 
words on two of the most potentially 
controversial elements - abolition of 
both the married couples’ allowance, 
and mortgage interest relief 

On these last two points he has 
dearly got his way. Part of Brown’s 
animm as a chancellor; not for the 


first time, has been to see how easily 
some old-fashioned Treasury ortho- 
doxy can be made to sit with left-of- 
centre redistribution. 

Abolition of mortgage interest tax 

relief is, of course, easy to present as 

a left-wing squeeze on the middle 
classes; in fact it was Ken Clarice who 
started to whittle it away to something 
worth only about £200 a yean During 
the Tory years it was not only Trea- 
sury orthodoxy but a target of some 
quite right-wing members of the Ibry 
party who thought it a perk too far 
and a distortion of the housing mar- 
ket which it was. 

Nigel Lawson, a chancellor whom 
Brown resembles in confidence and 
authority as well as in a dislike of un- 
necessary tax breaks, would cert- 
ainly have Eked to abolish it That it 
was preserved for so long was a func- 
tion of Margaret Thatcher being, in 
truth, less ofaThatcherite than many 
of her followers, and insisting that 
the state had a duty to subsidise the 
marital home. 

Similarly with the married couples' 
allowance. It is easy to understand 
that Toqy Blair might havebeen a little 
nervous about the presentational 
problems it could cause in Daily Mail 
land. But it has become, as Gordon 



DONALD 

MACINTYRE 

So fast came the spending 
promises that you hardly 
noticed when Mr Broum 
tore up competition policy 

Brown pointed out with some vigour 
yesterday, a much more m ea ningle ss 
break than its propagandists would 
ever admit, and has appeared all the 
more of an anomaly since Lawson es- 
tablished independent taxation for 
men and women. 

Independent taxation was one of 
the obstacles, however; to another 
widely predicted change which didn’t 
in fact happen yesterday. The problem 
was that the non-working wife of a 


millionair e compaqy chairman would 
still be able to claim it, while a hard- 
working middle-class woman who 
earned enough to be just above the 
higher rate of tax would not But it was 
never entirely beyond the wit of the 
Treasury to find a way of taking the 
spouse's earnings into account, and 
Brown showed every sign of thinking 
that it could be done. Nor was there 
a n y t h ing inherently ignfifdist ahfmt: dol- 
ing out a benefit to those for whom, 
as Jflly Cooper once memorably said, 
it is worth a bottle or two extra of 
Sainsbuxy’s champagne a week 

But this should not detract from 
what was an unexpectedly swash- 
budding budget for the mid-tom. So 
fast and furious ramp the spending 
and tax-cutting promises, that you 
hardfy had time to notice when the 
Chancellor tore up competition policy 
by announcing a new, all-powerfUl 
agency that will henceforth, just as the 
Uanlr nf tCn gtand did nn mferegt rateq , 

relieve the Secretary of State for 
Tfcade and Industry from most quasi- 
judicial decisions on mergers. 

The Labour backbenchers were ec- 
static about many of the announce- 
ments - perhaps most of all for 
announcing a quadrupling of the pen- 
sioners’ winter allowance. But in fact 


this was a Budget which, perhaps 
more than any previous one, encap- 
sulated Gordon Brown’s driving idea 
- that it is possible to comhine a pas- 
sion for social justice with as much 
enthusiasm as the most ardent 
Thatcherites ever had for enterprise 
and entrepreneurship. 

The milk and honey may not yet 
flow quite as lavishly as the Chancel- 
lor implied. The assumptions on 
which his increased freedom for 
manoeuvre depend require the ind- 
ustrialised countries not to slip into a 
global economic crisis. 

And the Budget itself was a mite 
less generous than the Chancellor 
made it look yesterday: indirect taxes 
wfll go up; the lp standard rate cut is 
not tM next year; the 20p rate goes up 
to 23p and then back to 22p when the 
lOp rate comes in next yean Never- 
theless it was a bravura performance 
by a Chancellor who knows that his 
resolute resistance in the first two 
years in office to all the temptations 
to which previous Labour govern- 
ments had been prey is starting to 
reap its reward. So expansive was his 
performance, that you might almost 
think there were an election or four 
in the ain I count one load, two na- 
tional and one European myself. 


A mixed welcome for Mr Ten Per Cent 


AFTER ESTABLISHING, In his first two 

budgets, a reputation for prudence, 
Gordon Brown has found some money 
to spend. On balance he has spent 
if perhaps too well. 

Although there has been much 

talk of recession, we are still dose to 

the peak of the economic qyde, and 
the public finances show it. Not smee 
the peak of the 1988 boom has a 
chancellor had such a favourable 

fiscal backdrop. 

Tb some extent, this fine economic 
weather is of Gordon Brown’s own 
p-iaVing He wrong-footed the Tones 
before the 1997 election by promising 
. numfimrnlflnfi. Rebas 
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talked endlessly of fiscal prudence 

ever ance But the statistics in his Red 

Book show that he has delive red. A 
dramatic reduction in public borrow- 
ing in 1997-98, of SB per cent of GDR 
S been followed by a further L2 per 

oftnt reduction in the current year. 
Now in bis third budget, he has 


decided to reap the fruits of his earlier 
parsimony. With the economy falter- 
jng he fans decided ihat it is prudent 

tn admrrrigtpr ft email fianfll Kthfflilufi. 

He has done so in Brownian fashion. 
His summary table lists no fewer than 
fii Budget measures - nearly one a 
minute in a speech of just over an houn 

Was it safe to deliver so much so 
quiddy? The net effect is in fact quite 
email -a Elba stimulus in 1999-2000, 
rising to £3.5hn in 2001-02. With the 
economy visibly slowing at present 
there is not much risk in this year’s 
giveaway But Mr Brown haspromised 
tax cute that wffl boost demand in the 
next century when the economic en- 
vironment may be less propitious. 

A penny off income tax; and the 
introduction of the 10 per centband to- 
gether cost ttbn. The reform of 
National Insurance casts another 
£3.5bn. There are farther commit-' 
ments toincreases fa the pensioners’ 
winter- allowance, to the Ynirnmum 



Bill 

Robinson 

There is a distinct risk 
that the expected surplus 
on the current Budget 
will not materialise 


rn rfiild h anrfH t adding another Elba. 

So the big gweaways in year three 
total £8J»bn. Some of this is offset by 


the heavily trailed abofition of the mar- 
ried couples’ allowance and mortgage 
interest relief which together yield 
£3J>bn of extra revenue. But the net 
fiscal easing is still substantial, par- 
ticularly since some of the other off- 
sets look distinctly iffy- 
The Chancellor has chosen to 
ignore the haemorrhage of tax re- 
ceipts from tobacco duly sndis count- 
ing on nearly £50Qm from that source, 
ootaflofwfakhwifl materialise. He has 
written in nearly £2bn fora new tax 
on the business use of energy which 
may not emerge unscathed from the 
long process of consultation that he 
is inviting. And many of his other off- 
sets come from anti-avoidance mea- 
sures and increased taxes on capital, 
width are notoriously hard to forecast 
So there is a risk that the surplus 
on the current Budget will not mater- 
ialise. This package of measures win 
stall, rather than accelerate, the fall 
in interest rates. But if the City does 


not like the impact on borrowing 
costs, it can hardly object to the tax 
reforms. Mortgage interest relief, 
beloved by Mrs Thatcher because it 
encouraged home ownership, has 
been whittled away almost continu- 
ously through the Nineties. A period 
of low interert rates is a good moment 
to administer the cavpdegr&ce. 

Finally; a mixed welcome for Mr 
Brown as Mr Ten Per Cent As all 
thmltingpeqple know; the introduction 
of a 10 per cent income tax rate is a 
piece of headline-grabbing nonsense, 
much less effective than an increase 
in the personal allowance. On the 
otherhanditwouldbediuriisb not to 
welcome, from this sensible Labour 
Chancellor; a 10 per cent starting rate 
oftax on small businesse s and a 10 pa* 
cent rate on long-term capital gains. 

The author is a director of London 
Economics and a former special 
adviser to the Treasury 


Brown's green plan to shift the burden of tax from small 
cars to big ones, from employment to pollution. We hope 
this will meet the target of cutting greenhouse gas emis- 
sions from burning fossil fuels by 2010. But there is no rea- 
son why he should not move further and foster. 

Overall, though, it was a politically brilliant and fiscally 
progressive budget The main danger is that it is founded 
on the optimistic assumption that the British economy is 
about to effect its first-ever soft-landing-followed-by- 
immediate-take-off After a pause in growth this coming 
yean the 2.5 per cent growth that is forecast for 2000-01, 
followed by 3 per cent in 2001-2002 (election year), leaves 
plenty of scope for a belly-flop on the downside. 

Look what happened after Nigel Lawson, at the height 
of his confidence and power, proclaimed an “economic 
miracle” in 1988. It will be some time before history can 
judge his successor. 


budget quote of the day 

“It is extremely frustrating to hear someone else singing 
snatches of our song but doing it so completely out of tune/ 
Paddy Ashdown, 
leader of the Liberal Democrats 

budget thought 
for the Day 

“Tbrty thousand pounds a year is a moderate income - 
such a one as a man might jog with.” 

John George Lambton, 
first Earl qf Durham (1792-1840) 
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‘The fairer Britain is, then the i ,l ° 


These are the edited highlights of the 
Chancellor’s speech yesterday 


TODAY’S BUDGET is a Budget for 
Britain to succeed in the new econ- 
omy and lead in the new century: a 
Budget that builds on a strong foun- 
dation of economic stability, ad- 
vances a modern framework of 
efficient public services and en- 
courages a dynamic Britain of en- 
terprise and fairness. 

With this, the last Budget of the 
20th century, we also leave behind 
the century-long sterile conflicts 
between governments of the left that 
have too often undervalued enter- 
prise and wealth creation, and gov- 
ernments of the right, too often 
indifferent to pubfic services and fair- 
ness. 

This is a Budget built on the cen- 
tral idea that our future depends on 


more enterprising Britain is, the 
more wealth we create, the higher 
our standard of public services and 
our standard of living can be - not 
just for the few but for all of us. 

The fairer Britain is, the more 
open Britain is to the talents of all, 
from whatever class or background, 
the more enterprising and pros- 
perous all of Britain will be. Because 
enterprise and fairness are found- 
ed on securing sound economic fun- 
damentals, this Budget locks in 
monetary and fiscal stability for the 
longterm. 

Because enterprise and fairness 
depend on modern public services, 
we are not only providing the £40bn 
extra we promised to health and ed- 
ucation but today I will announce 
more money and more capital in- 
vestment in schools, hospitals, 
transport and fighting crime. 

And this Budget implements far- 
reaching tax reform that will deliv- 
er a better deal for enterprise, a 
better deal for families, a better deal 
for work. Because for too long the 
tax system has undervalued entre- 
preneurship and investment we 
will cut taxes on enterprise. 

And we will champion the needs 
of small business and introduce a 
new competition policy and a new 
computer strategy for Britain. Be- 
cause fortoo long the tax system has 
undervalued the family; failing to re- 
ward those who take on the most im- 
portant responsibility of all - 
bringing up children - we wffl cut 
taxes for families, helping parents 
when they need help most 

lb recognise the contribution to 
our country of our senior citizens, 
this Budget will increase the income 
of all our pensioners. 

And because for too long gov- 
ernments have taken too much in 
taxes from people who work hard but 
are not wealthy, this Budget now re- 
forms tax and benefits and delivers 
tax cuts that reward work and make 
work pay for everyone in Britain. So 
in a better deal for Britain that puts 
work, enterprise and families first, 
this Budget will cut tax rates and at 
the same time boost public invest- 
ment- and it will do both at the right 
time far the British economy. 


STABILITY 


two YEARS ago Britain faced the 
threat of rapidly rising inflation. So 
our first priority and our continuing 
obligation, has been and is to build 
a solid foundation of economic sta- 
bility ... 

Our forecast is for Inflation of 2S 
per cent this year, next year and the 
year after. For the first time in our 
generation, Britain can look for- 
ward to sustained low inflation. 

In our first week in government, 
we made the Bank of England in- 
dependent. freeing monetary policy 
from the politically driven control 
that in the last economic cycle led 
to 15 per cent interest rates for an 
entire year and interest rates at 10 
per cent or over for four years. 

Now, because together we are 
steering a course of stability long- 
term interest rates have come down 
from over 7 per cent in May 1997 to 
-1.3 per cent - our lowest long term 
interest rates in over 40 years. 

And. after five interest-rate cuts 
in five months, saving the typical 
homeowner around £900 a year on 
their mortgage, Britain now has the 
lowest mortgage rates in 33 years. 

All of this has happened against 
a background of great uncertainties 
in the global economy. One quarter 
of the world is now in recession. 
World growth has been cut in halF 
World export growth has fallen even 
foster. And. as a result of failures in 
many of East Asia's economies, our 
exports to than have fallen by 50 per 
cent or more. And this year; as 
trade imbalances worsen, and 
threats of protectionism grow, it 
will be even more important to bold 
to our course of stability. 

Britain, with other G7 nations, has 
rightly assumed a leadership role to 
address the root causes and contain 
the spread of future global crises. 
The storms may come again. But be- 
cause of what we have done, our 
economy is now better prepared to 
weather them. 

With public investment set to 
rise and interest rates coming down, 
both at precisely the right time in the 
economic cycle, Britain's fiscal and 
monetaz^policies - often at odds in 
previous economic cycles -are now 


working together to promote growth 
with low inflation. 

I can cmfiif n rtUrgnuEtti 

for 1999 of 1 per cent to L5 per cent 
... followed by stronger growth - m 
2000 ofSL25 per cent to 2.75 per cent 
and then in 2001 of2.75 per cent to 3.25 
pec cent ItespsteWldconiiitki^ 
more men and women are hi jobs 
than at any time in our histay and 
unemployment in the last year has 
been at its lowest rate for 20 years. 

Since May 1997, youth unem- 
ployment has fallen by 57 per cent , 

and long-term unemployment has 
been cut in halt And because more 
lone parents are now in work, the 
numbers ^fanning out-of-work ben- 
efit -rising for 30 years, over 1 mil- 
lion when we took office -have now 
fallen by nearly 100,000. 

As we entered office we inherit- 
ed a budget deficit of £28bn ... In our 
first year the deficit was reduced by 
£19bn. In my Budget last yean I 
promised we would reduce the 
deficitfiirthen As a resultaf our pru- 
dence, our first two years’ spending 
is £2 bn lower than the spending 
plans we inherited. This yean the 
Budget will be in surplus. The cur- 
rent surplus this year is forecast to 
be £4bn_ And pubfic-sector net bor- 
rowing will be in surplus by £Lbn. 

I am determined to continue 
locking IQ this fiscal ti ghtening for 
the years to come so that we con- 
tinue to meet our fiscal rules and so 
deliver sound public finances. 

I have had to offset the impact of 
slower world growth on our corpo- 
rate tax revenues, and lower indirect 
tax revenues. But; as a result of 

BMiwi wmnnmjf managBraow^ 

interest payments next year have 
been cut by £2^bn from their pre- 
vious forecast, and in total by £4bn 
over the next three years. 

Because less of our social secu- 
rity budget is being wasted on pay- 
ing for past failures in employment 
poliity soda] security spending as a 
whole has not been rising as in pre- 
vious years. And over the next three 
years social security spending in- 
cluding unemployment - even after 
adjusting for the economic cycle - 
is set to be significantly lower than 
previously forecast, freeing re- 
sources for newhelp for fomifies and 
pensioners. 

At the time of the Comprehensive 
Spending Review there were those 
who said we could not afford the 
£40bn for new investment in health 
and education and still meet our fis- 
cal rules. I can report that the en- 
tire £40bn investment in health and 
in education w31 be fully delivered 
and will be delivered fnfly within our 
fiscal rules. 

Not onlythat, but still meeting the 
test of fiscal prudence I will today al- 
locate from our Capital Modernisa- 
tion Find even more investment for 
hospitals and schools. 

And still meeting the test of fis- 
cal prudence, I will be able to afford 
tax cuts to reward work, encourage 
enterprise and strengthen the fam- 
ily. Even after all the measures in 
today's Budget, next year’s current 
surplus is expected to be £lbn high- 
er than previously forecast - and 
Qbn more in 2000-2001. 

Fbr the coming five years the cur- 
rent surpluses are forecast to be - 
successively - £2bn, £4bn, £8bn, 
£9bn and Eilbn. In line with our gold- 
en rule, even under our most cau- 
tious assumptions, we are balancing 
the current budget over the eco- 
nomic cycle. 

And for the first time in a gener- 
ation we are eliminating the current 
structural deficit. We are also meet- 
ing foe secood fiscal rule, tfcfa of sus- 
tainable investment, a prudent ratio 
of debt to national income. 

Debt as a proportion of national 
income has already fallen from the 
44 per cent we inherited to under 41 
per cent this year; and it will foil 
below 40 per cent to 39.5 per cent 
next yean then to 38 per cent , then 
to 37 per cent in 2001-2002. Britain’s 
fiscal position is ... on the soundest 
possible footing for the future. 

For the comtag five years, the es- 
timated current Budget surplus to- 
tals plus £34bn - in contrast with the 
last government’s deficit over the 
last economic cycle of minus £149bn 
and the last government’s doubling 
of the national debt ... 

I am also able, with my Budget 
measures today; to boost purchas- 
ing power ova: the next three years 
by ^bn at exactly the right time for 
the economy. Even after these mea- 
sures take effect, public-sector net 
borrowing will be lower than previ- 
ously forecast in each of the next 
three years -at £3bn in the coming 
year; and then £3bn. £lbn, £3bn and 
£4bn in the years after 

And for those who take a special 
interest in European issues - in par- 
ticular the Maastricht Treaty- 1 can 
confirm that Britain is well within, the 
Maastricht criteria. 

I have often told this House that 
our prudence is for a purpose. And 
so I am now able to announce a new 
boost to purchasing power of £6bn 
over the next three years as a result 
of my Budget measures: - net tax 

aits of £4bo targeted toworteog fam- 
ilies -an don top of that, for families 

and public spending, marejhan £2bn 
of additional public investments. 
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And I wffl also today announce 20p - 350,000 companies will bene- to all companies - large and small ward committed long-term invest pose a 30 per cent increase to ££ 5 bC : ^ ' 

major allocations from our £25bn fit But I want to do more by creat- -an assurance tK>t just far a year but meat For Ihe first time, Britain now in the budget of our University 

Cajfital Modernisation Fhnd,adcfiog tog an even lower rate that wffl give for the rest ofthfeftufiamenfc there has a long-term rate of ontyio per Challenge Fbnd. 

more resources to the extra £40bn new incentives for men and women will be no return to the higher tax cent... Pta-aHimfividuals, from April, lb encourage large rampant tb’- 

we hare already committed to invest to start their own business and rates oftbe previous Parliament ... the first £7400 will be free of capi- invest venture capital in innovative 

to heal t h and education over the next work their way up ... 1 announce 1 recognise the difficulties faced tal gains tax. This measure wfll ex- small companies we wffl tomorrow 

three years ... today a new starting tax rate for by manufacturing as a result of empt 10,000 more people from publish proposals for a new corpo--" ^ ' 

small business of lOp to the pound global instability and the strong capital gains tax altogether Britain rate tax incentive. •’ 

ENTERPRISE Evey company making profits up to pound And so I wffl set aside an ad- now has the lowest long-term rate Tb ensure the necessary flowtif" 

,, . ... . £50 JHK) wfll ben^t ditional £325m to allow small and of capital gains tax with the most finance to hirii-risk companies, lam" P-, 

TO THOSE who argue that gating m- The legislation wffl ensure that medium sized companies to write off generous threshold to its histont aflocattogi^mforrtmt^fimdiraf 

terest rates and inflation down is the beneficiaries are genuinely 40 per cent of all they invest in the I now turn to the rate and thresh- for high-tech venture can^l^^ \ 

enou^I say toat stability is thees- three who taherisks. And 185 percent comtogyeac old for inheritance tax. The rate wffl Bburth,anewconmetiti<mpcficy^ 

sential foundation but it is onty the rfthe firms gaining frwn the new lOp In other areas I am extending tte be unchanged and fewer people for Britain. fj 

foundation. We must bwld on that fax rate hare fewer than 10 era- tax allowance for new films made in wffl pqy the tax 85 1 raise the thresh- The Sharpest sour to enternrisa- ' ^ 

fountom a modern knowledge- ployees - the very firms we most Britain. And the shipping industry old by £8,000 to mi.ooo: 97 po- cent the to^ffiScwSen^^^S' 'ffi 

based economy. want to see grow, the very firms has put to me the case for enhanced of estates wffl now be exempt our country todau is eonmetitfan^ ■ 

i « I ? tai wS! U 2 tTMiing incentives and for a lower Third, targeted tax cuts and pub- And it is timeSnore^petit^ - 

in skills, tonoratom, compeh- rat ? nngjeaced tonnage tax . .. lie investment to put Britain and andlower prices in basic essentials 

**'£T*i* f±odtogyjm6 Second, I propose a tax reform British enterprise at the forefront of like the 

that wffl rewpd risk and stimiJate hmovatiQn.IproposeanewR&Dtax indeedthewtote range 
forward seren major reforms for a newenteipnse at the. cutting ,edge credit which wffl give new business goods, where too SS British peo-,^ 

newnMte^eom^opentoan. M ^ ofteehnology I want to recruit, mo- and small business - the biggest pteare 

^and rewart Britaitfs rist source of innovative ideas -Ish droifidKatto^dtob^^^l 

■nt\ ^^T^^ CapaWe ° f research and develop their is wholly unaccepted 

VL Hi* creating wealth and jobs ... innovations even before they make sumergooifcwnSlcostuptD'twce. ^ 

pes;so&atthema^andnotjustthe VU >%' 1x1 share-option their first profits. asmuAtoBrifatoasfoA^^ l 

fewwfflharethec france of starting sdiemes, sussed by the taxpay- Atacostof£l50mayeai;thistar. ’J 

taness^tre^inrtbusi^ W lr rewarded those already at geted faxcutwill underwrite almost be mSSSS 1 

taxes, and introduce a speoal e^ the top whow rate are low and re- one-third of research and develop- ^ 

te fP nse manage ment ^ incentive wards already high ... Tomorrow I meat costs for small business, sinners, the Secret^' ofSfate far V?! 

sefa m^to re ward the nsk-fakers wfflpubUshfetaflsofaveiydifer- Britain now has one of the best in- Industiypians toset otit: . 'I 

^ ait kind of targeted tax cut for centives for innovation anywhere in anewoanpeSpSteBritai^^i 

furtfag red uce th e mam rate of cor- * those who are prepared to move the industrialised worid. With theap frfr g a< ^p ^ 2Q pg* 

poratimtax6rm31pto3(^thelOw- from secure jobs and venture their Scientific innovation is a prime extra resources, the 

est rate fa the history of British whose growth wffl create the great- time and effort to create wealth for catalyst of growth ...The seedbed is " liadinP wffl now be Chareedwit&T-^ 1 

corporation fax, the lowest rate of est number of new jobs. our country. basic science. I can announce a pro-active remit to root S I 

any ou fa: country mEtgope and the This is toe towest starting rate for The newenterprise management £l00m new investment fa universi- and restrictive behaviouc Obstruct- : ■ I 

lowest rate of any major industri- small businesses in the entire his- incentive will allow the award of eq- ty science laboratories and equty- ing investigatkHis will be a crimiffll 7;V ; r 1 1 

alised country anywhere ... tory of UK corporation tax. uity worth up to £100,000 for success meat, part of our £lbn upgrading of offence. Wherever there is mfflMfcv 

When we came fate government, Where we inherited business tax fa buildfag up the new path-break- British science. oly power we will open the ww to Jj 

small companies tax was 23p ... rates of 33p and 23p, toe rates will tog companies our economy needs. To transform British inventions competition BriSifflhavefte 1 ^ ^:V- J 

From April toisyear the rate wfflbe nowbe30p,20pand!0p,andlg^ve Our capital gains tax reforms re- into British-made products, I pro- most open competition po&y the' -\Cs~f 
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l eap in Rtrilte, innovation, competi- 
tion, information technology and 
small business. So today, we bring 
forward seven major reforms for a 
new entaprise economy open to alL 

First, tax cuts for business. So 
that more businesses - large and 
small - wffl invest, grow and 
peq so that the marry and not just the 
few will have the chance of starting 
businesses, we today cut business 
taxes, and introduce a special en- 
terprise management incentive 
scheme to reward the risk-takers ... 

I confirm that fcxml April we wffl 
further reduce the main rate of cor- 
poration tax from 3lp to 30p, the low- 
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more prosperous we will all be’ 


country has seen. 

Fmh, to match our small tasiness 

toaiSwithanew champion &r 
smailbusness in government, we 
he k &r smanfaush 
2™** and establish, for the first 
tone m our country a single Small 
ftisiness Service, devoted entirely 

to toe needs of small business. 

This °ne-stop, open-door service 
- me Small Business Service -will 
save new resources to offer loan 


™ ™ eiectromc commerce and de- 

five*; for the first time, an automated 
payroll service to help new small 
companies starting out ... 

Sixth, to open Britain's economy 
to the enterprise of all, we propose 
employee shares for all ... Employ- 
ees wiU be able, for the first time, to 

buy shares in their own companies 
from their pre-tax income. Every 
employer will be able to 
tax-free, what each employee buys. 
This win be the most tax-advan- 

tSdied aH-ernnlmsw» shim ui— 


sciSme Britain has ever had ... 

Seventh; New targeted tax ruts 
and public investment to equip all 
our companies and afl our people for 
the newest and most decisive eco- 
nomic challenge of the 2lst centu- 
ry - mastering information 
technologies, from the PC to the In- 
ternet, from e-mail to e-commerce. 

This industry is the great driver 
of world economic growth today. And 
Britain can no longer afford to lag 
behind America. So today we allo- 
cate an additional £500m from our 
Capital Modernisation Fund to 
launch a £i_7bn computers-for-all ini- 
tiative ...Our target is a national net- 
work of 1,000 computer learning 
centres, one far every community in 
Britain. They win be in schools, 
colleges, libraries, in Internet cafes 
a#don the high street ... • 

^Our targets for the new economy 
are ambitious. Within three years, 
1 million small businesses able to 
benefit from e-commerce, 32,000 
schools connected to the Internet, 
with 370,000 teachers computer- 
trained, new help worth £20m mak- 
ing it possible for more teachers to 
have computers for home use ... 

Anyone left out of the new knowl- 
edge revolution win be left behind 
in the new knowledge economy. So 
we win pioneer a system under 
which local partnerships wfll be 
able to loan computers and software 
in the new century the way local li- 
braries have loaned books in the last 
century... 

The tax system win offer further 
incentives to upgrade old skiBs and 
learn new ones. From this year; a 
million men and women w21 start to 
rf&eive £150 to set up their own In- 
amdual Learning Accounts - 
putting the power to plan and pre- 
pare for their own careers in then- 
own hands. In this Budget we ex- 
pand Individual Learning Accounts 
and open up tax-free learning in 
computers, in basic skills and ad- 
vanced skills, to millions more. We 
will legislate so that employers will 
be able to contribute tax-free to the 
new Individual Learning Accounts. 
Employees will also pay no tax on 
such payments ... 

And this Budget will go furtbeq of- 
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fering not just tax cuts but discounts 

for learning. Ary adult with an Indi- 
vidual Learning Account wOI be able 

to claim a discount of 20 per cent , an 
additional grant of up to £100 , mi the 
cost of their lear n i n g ... 

This century, Britain has 
achieved universal free education fcr 

children. This Budget introduces the 
opportunity for universal education 
at every age, lifelong learning so 
everyone will have toe chance to 
suited in the new economy: 

i ASBKITAIN works to lead in the new 

economy we must resolve to lead m 
rrepp rtfog the environment Ourtar- 
get is to reduce greenhouse emis- 
sions by 12.5 per cent by 2010. And 

tod^I will announce a programme 

of measures that wOI cut carbon pol- 
lution by 3 million tonnes. 

My first proposal alone will .re- 
duce carbon pollution by 1.5 miflion 

tonnes ...We will now... introduce 

* i i ■■miTl 


ronmental technologies and in re- 
newable fuels. 

In lira* with the fori escala tor fi rst 

introduced by the previous govern- 
ment at 5 per cent above inflation 
and now 6 per cent, petrol duly will 
rise from 6pm today. 

Vehicle excise duty for 
cars will, from 1 June tins year; be 
cut by £55 -tiie first cut in the ficence 
fee in 50 years. Other cars’ rates are 
imfy increased in fine with inflation. 

I wfll freeze vebide excise duties 
. for 98 per cent of all lorries, and for 
lorries hnKfts with rtom engines 

- I am cutting the ficence fee by up to 
fcl,000 ... I will maintain the 
favourable ^ tr eatment frwHean- 
er diesel ... 

■ Fn-tbez; to reduce poUntion, em- 
ployees wffl from this year be able 
for toe first time to secure tax-free 
toe benefits from employer-run or 
employer-subsidised buses, car 
sharia schemes and other envi- 
ronmentally friendly means of 
transport to work. 

Last year we set up a new rural 
transport fund. To build an its suc- 
cess in extending the range of pub- 
lic transport services in rural 
communities we win now increase 
fending for the next two years by 20 
per cent to £l20m. 

lb reduce the amount of waste 
going to landfill, the landfill tax, £10 

per tonne in 1999, will, in future* rise 
by £1 per tonne per yean 

Taking into account all these tax 
changes and all the changes I have 
yet to announce there win be a net 
tax cut of £4bn in this Budget 

FAMILIES 

CHILDREN ARE 20 per cent of the 
British people but 100 per cent of 

Britain’s future To buM tori future, 
tins Budget provides a better deal 
for families and c h ildren ... 

For the last third of this century, 
famflieg with children have been 
losers in the tax system. Their tax 
burden has risen fay neariy 20 per 
cent under successive governments 
... It is tone to reform the tax and 
benefit system to strengthen the 
family hy putting children first 

What is today called the married 
couple’s allowance is in fact neither 
restricted to marriage, nor re- 
stricted to couples, nor is it strictly 
as allowance. It is in fact a tax cred- 
it paid at the same flat rate to mar- 
ried couples, single parents and 
lmn w r v i e ri par ents firing together. .. 

We wiD replace the married cou- 


nty Budget decision is that child ben- 
efit will not be taxed for taxpayers on 
the basic rate - or the top rate. 

When we came to power child 
benefit for the first child was £1L45 
a week. Next month it will rise to 
£14.40 a week. It has risen by 25 per 
cent since we came to Government 
- an increase of £150 a year 

I now propose a further inoeasa 
in child benefit, well above the rate 
of inflation. It will rise next April to 
£15 a week for the first child, £780 a 
year I wifi also raise the rale for the 
second and further children to£l0 
a week. Support for children will be 
twice as high at the end of this Par- 
liament as it was at the beginning.. 
With the children’s tax credit added 
to child benefit; families who were 
receiving £11 a weekin 1997 fix- then- 
first diild will be receiving £23... 





maximum support for tiie first child 
will be £40 a week, £2,000 a year for 
families when they need it most. 
Every child in the country in every 
femity wfll gri mare -not less -sup- 
part under tius system, support rang- 
ing from £780 a year to £2,000 ... 

Our long-term goal is to bring to- 
gether the different strands of our 
support for children in the working 
families tax credit, so income support 
and in our children’s tax credit and 
create an integrated and seamless 


cut that wifi increase toe amount 
that goes to help families with chil- 
dren. This children's tax cretot wfll 
give more - not less - help to fami- 
Ues at the time they need it most, 
when they have their children and 
when their children are growing up. 


a levy an qusursb - . 

April 2001. And it will be brought m, 
after further consultation with in- 
dustry on a revenue neutrafbasis, 

wito no overaU increase in toe bur- 
den taxation on business. Because 

w intend at toe same time to cut ;u* 

^mrateofempioyera^tionali^ 

surance contributions from « P* 1 
cent to 11.7 per cent . 

Wfe also intend to set significant- 
ly lower rates of tax for e ner Sf 
tensive sectors that 
energy efficiency ... We wifi 
locate an extra £50m to encourage 
business to invest in toe new envi- 


lOT24y s pe ll nnnwa 

tain the married couple’s allowance. 
And coiqries without children or 
whose children have grown up will 
benefit from other c han g es ... 

The married couple’s allowance 
is now worth £190 to married cou- 
ples. The children’s tax creifit, toe 
tax cntforfaxnfiies, tube introduced 
from April 2001, wiD be worth £416, 
andasaresuftthe typical famitywflh 
chorea wffl be over £2TO a year bet 
teroff... Undermy proposals thetas 

burden on toe typical family will fall 
to toe lowest level for 25 y ears. 

I wiD introduce similar improve- 
ments in income support and toe 
writing famili es tax credit In toe 
Budget last year I set down the two 
that govern mv gflCfoaefa: 


that we must substantially increase 


we must do so in the fairest way It 

is in fulfilment of these two prinri- 


be tapered away far toe highereern- 

inc family where there is a top-rate 


to the mothei; building on toe foun- 
dation of universal child benefit ... 

I have also considered the alter- 
native case that has been advocat- 
ed, far a transferable tax allowance 
for motors who stay at home. 

The better deal for mothers who 
stay at home is what we are doing 
from October this year - the work- 
ing families tax credit A family 
with two children on £15,000 a year 
where the mother stays at home, 

would have received nothing under 

the (fid system of family credit 
Transferable tax allowances would 
give them £997. Under the working 
families tax credit they will receive 
£1,460. Where both parents need to 
work, we need to do more to help 
them balance the demands of mak- 
ing a Bring and having children. With 
a milli on new childcare places now 
being created and from October 
our new childcare tax credit set at 
a maximum of £70 for one child and 
£105 for two cfafidren, Britain has a 
national childcare strategy far toe 
first time in our history. : 

From December 1999 aH parents 
wiD be entitled to three-months? un- 
paid leave for each child. But cur- 
rently tqi to 15 per cent of working 
mothers-to-be are not entitled to apy 
maternity pay Tfcfc is wrong. 

Today's Budget will ensure that 
all mothers in work warning £30 a 
week or more - 95 per cent of all 
women in work -are entitled to ma- 


ternity pay and to 18 weeks of ma- 
ternity pay This is family -friendly 
punp lny wpn fc m action. 

Every year a quarter of a minion 
children, even at tiie minute they are 
born, are bom izito poverty. This too 
is wrong. Our Sure Start programme 
far toe under t h re es , beginning next 
mnntti will ensure toat the fiill re- 
sources of health visitors, primary 
‘ care and schools are there to give 
every young child a better chance. 
Today I can announce a new Sure 
Start maternity grant for the new 
bom offering more help to parents 
in return for parents meeting their 
responsibilities. Help amounting to 
£200 will be conditional, Knfcgri to 
keeping appointments for child 
health -advice and health 
check-ups. When we came into 
power; oce child in e v ery three in our 
c ountry was in poverty With our 
measures today 700,000 children 
are being fitted out of poverty Fhm- 
ilfes wito children are better off ... 

THE ELDERLY 

TODAY I announce new measures to 
help »n pensio ners , . 

This government created a min- . 
imam income guarantee for pen* 
sumers. Tbdayl can confirm that 
next April this minimum inco me 
guarantee will be increased not just 
in line with prices but in line with 
earnings. As a result erf the changes 
we are making, the minimum in- 
come guarantee for the single pen- 
aonerwfll be £78 awedr, neariy £500 
a year higher than when this gov- 
ernment came to office. 

Pensioner couples will have a 
□uranium income guarantee of over 
£121 a week; nearly £800 higher a 
year than in 1997. 

As a result of the measures al- 
ready taken - our cut in VAT mi fuel 
with tougher regulation and the 
winter allowance - pensioners are 
saving£108 on toeir fuel bills and the 
poorest pensioners are saving £140 
... The winter allowance is cur- 
rently paid to all 8 million elderly 
leaseholds at £30. Ihave derided to 
raiseft-to QOO -fbr afl 8 minkm el- 
derly households ... 

Aixi I have a farther improve- 
ment, a tax cat for the elderly. I am 
armounemga reform that will ensure 
that a total of 7 million elderly men 
and women wfll now be outride the 
income tax system ... 

Single pensioners wfll not pay any 
tax until they have an income of 
£5,720. Older pensioner couples who 
both use their personal allowances 
to the fall will now not pay tax until 
they have incomes above £15.000 ... 
In total, two-thirds of pensioners will 
not have to pay income tax. 

Taken together the measures I 
have already announced add up to 
an additional £3bo, a better deal for 
the elderly that makes the typical 
pensioner household £240 ayear bet- 
ter off 

Ta help pay for this, from today 
excise duty on tobacco will rise by 
the normal escalator; 5 per cent 
above inflation ... I have derided to 
freeze the duty on spirits, on beer 
and on wine at its current level. 
There win be no tax rise on alcohol 
this side ofthemiflennium ... 

I have decided to makeno change 
to stamp duty on properly sales 19 
to £250^oa Fbrproperiy sales above 

that, the rates wffl be raised by 05 per 
cart from nest Tbesdsylfinetysixper 
cent of home sates are unaffected. 

A Britain (fi strong famxGfis is also 

a Britain of strong communities. 

Each year 15 mil lion peopl e give of 

thar time in votantarywoik. MflBms 
more give money to our national 
Parities. The Prime Minister has 

rightiy called for our age to become 
a ‘giving age’. 

I want us to mark the MiltemHum 

in the best way by making toe year 

2000 the giving yeat to the last Bud- 


get we introduced Millennium Gift 
Aid. Ebr every £100 a British citizen 
donates to Third TOsrid causes be- 
fore the end of the year 2000, the Gov- 
ernment will cmitribute £30 ... 

Today 1° our consultation docu- 
ment on tax and charities, we pro- 
pose extending the tax advantages 
ofMfllennimn Gift Aid. We propose 



that every charity, natiraial and in- 
ternational, should be aHa to ben- 
efit from this new tax relict 

We propose in future for every 
£100 a British citizen donates to ary 
charity the Government will con- 
tribute £30. Instead of charity seen 
in the rid wag the rich bestowing 
favours on the poor; I want a democ- 
racy of giving, where all those who 
can, hefo all those who cant 

WORK 

Mnrf fimrfampwtally fho tay npfarmg 

of this Budget provide a better deal 
for the hardworking majority— a lad- 
der of opportunity far those who 
want to work their way up ... afan- 
damental guarantee that weak will 

pay- 

Our reforms m national insurance 
wiD give employers an overall tax cut 
of £L5hn and employees an overall 
tax cat on work of £2£bn- an aver- 
age of £130 per year per employee. 

This April, as I implement the re- 
port by Martin Taylor; I am abol- 
ishing tire perverse tax on wok, the 
entry feeevery employee has topqy 
simply to be part of the national in- 
surance system. 

From this tax cut on work worth 
over £L4bn a year; every one of 20 
million employees will grin £69 a 



yeae Over two financial years. I wiB 
farther align tiie starting point with 
that of income tax so that no one will 
have to pay erther national insurance 
or income tax for the first £87 offaefr 
weekly earnings. Item this tax cut 
cm work worth ELSbn a year; every 
employee wiD gain £99 ayear From 
Aprf 2001 therefore, the tower limit 
for employees, self-employed and 
employers’ national insurance will 
be harmonised at £87 a week. 

As with the tower earnings hnut 
which is rising faster than inflation, 
the upper Emit will rise £0 £375 and 
to coaqfiete our reforms we will also 

align pmpIn ygTK national insurance 
and income tax in toe treatment of 
benefits in kind. 


I also propose to extend to the 
self-employed, national insurance 
rights to the full maternity al- 
lowance. Again, to implement the 
recommendations of the Thylor re- 
port, we will align national insurance 
arrangements for the self-employed 
closer to those of employees: re- 
tiring toe unfair entry fee from £835 
a week to £2, and setting toe class 
four threshold at the same point as 
toe personal income tax allowance. 
But I wifi set contributions at ... 7 
per cent in contrast with toe 10 per 
cent employees pay. 

TWo hundred and thirty thou- 
sand young people are already ben- 
efiting from the New Deal. Now we 
must bring in those young unem- 
ployed who, far whatever reason, 
have yet to join. I say to them, this 
will be our New Deal for 1999: bet- 
ter provision but tougher condi- 
tions. Our responsibility is to offer 
training and intensive coaching. In 
return foefr responsibility is to come 
into the New Deal, get toe skills and 
prepare to take up a job. 

TO help lone parents make the 
transition into jobs, benefits wfll 
continue when they first start work. 
Ebr them and others, the working 
families tax credit will make work 
pay more than benefits. 

Every working family wfll be 
guaranteed a minimum income, to 
be introduced in October not at the 
previously announced rate of £190 a 
week but at £200 a week, more than 
£10,000 a year No income tax will be 
paid until earnings reach £235 a 
week. This is a tax cut available to 
1 4 miTTircn famiTte g helpin gs million 
children. I now propose that over 
time we extend this principle. 

The old tax system set a person- 
al allowance that failed to ensure that 
work paid, and also made thou- 
sands pay tax even as they were 
forced to daim benefits .... targeted 
tax cuts and credits. No one who is 
in work should, in fature, have to go 

to the benefits office to receive a liv- 
ing income. 

We start in this Budget with a 
minimum income guarantee. Anew 
deal, for over 50s returning to work. 
Nearly 30 per cent of men over 50 are 
outside the labour force, twice as 
many as 20yeaxs ago. We need their 
talents. For those unemployed for six 
months or more, we wfll create a 
new employment credit which will 
guarantee a minim um income of 
£9,000 a y^r; for their first year back 
in fall-time work ... 

Successive governments have 
towered mortgage tax relief from 40 
per cent to 10 par cent of interest 
costs and frozen the limits at the first 
£30.000 of a mortgage, today tiie al- 
lowance is worth an average of 
£230 a week. In the last year mort- 
gage rates have come down signif- 
icantly and I now recognise that 
there is a consensus across this 
House to complete the phasing out 
otfflras. As we do so we wiD ensure 
that famili es are better ofL 

We said in our manifesto that we 
would introduce a lOp starting rate 
of income tax for individuals when 
it was prudent to do so ... It wifl take 
effect in April 1999, a XOp starting 
rate on toe first £L500ofmcozne, toe 
lowest starting rate of tax since 1962 
... Peopfe wfll see it in their pay pack- 
ets in May. Nearly 2 miflion people 
will see their income tax bills cut in 
halfc and take borne 90 pence of every 
pound they earn. 

The new income tax structure wfll 
this year be lOp, 23p and 40p. And 
income tax allowances, income lim- 
its and tax thresholds wfll rise as 
usual in line with inflation. 

The tax rates on savings wfll re- 
main unchanged. So is a Bud- 
getwitha lOp starting rate of income 
tax. A lOp starting rate of small buri- 
ness tax, a I Op king term rate for 
cyp ifal gains fax. 

The maximum small business 


tax is now down to 20p and corpo- 
rate tax for big companies down to 
30p. The tax cuts I have made today 
are tax cuts for a purpose, tax cuts 
that encourage work and make 
work pay, that help all middle and 
lower income families, tax cuts for 
the many and not just the few and 
at the best time for the economy 

1 can confirm that the share of tax 
in national income will fall next 
year. And the tax burden on the typ- 
ical family with children will fall 
below 20 per cent for the first time 
in 20 years. 

PUBLIC SERVICES 

ON TOP of the £40bn extra we are 
already investing in education arid 
health, we wilt today allocate in- 
creased resources for our bey pub- 
lic services ... 

We are allocating an additional 
£I70m for crime prevention in areas 
where crime is highest. The Home 
Secretary will make a detailed state- 
ment to the House. For public trans- 
port. in addition to the rural 
transport fund, we will make a fur- 
ther allocation to be announced by 
the Deputy Prime Minister. 

Fbr Northern Ireland. Inday ut* al- 
locate additional capital spending nf 
£50m, fbr Whies of £80m, for Scotland 
of£l65m... 

The £l9bn extra we are already 
providing for education will finance 
smaller class sizes, more nursay ed- 
ucation, better pay for better teach- 
ers, our drive to improve literacy and 
numeracy - and we will help 700.000 
more young people to go on to far- 
ther and higher education. But, no 
that every child will have that 
chance, we need specific and tar- 
geted help for our inner-city schools, 
fbr upgrading their technology, the 
Secretary of State for Education wfll 
receive an additional £100m. 

W are rifle this month to make an- 
other extra and larger allocation for 


m 



school books: £2,000 to every school 
in every constituency in every part 
of the country, immediate new re- 
sources of £60m fora total of 10 mil- 
lion new books in all 

I turn to the NHS: £21bn extra 
money is making possible the 
largest hospital btukfing programme 
since the wan a £lbn investment in 
modem technology in the health ser- 
vice; the recruitment of 7,000 new 
doctors; 15,000 more nurses: and a 
fair pay award for nurses. 

The Government’s new pro- 
gramme, NHS Direct, is a proven 
success. And later this week toe Sec- 
retary of State for Health will an- 
nounce detailed proposals not only 
to extend it to all of the country by 
the end of next yean but to cany 
NHS Direct right into communities 
- with a network of health centres 
and drop-in centres where people 
can get immediate advice about 
treatment ... 

To enhance in every part of the 
United Kingdom the health care that 
people most urgently require we 
today make an additional and im- 
mediate cash allocation, to be spent 
in the next 12 months, for the up- 
grading of every single accident 
and emergency unit which needs it. 

fbr this and other improvements 
which the Secretaries of State for 
Health, and Scotland, Wales, and 
Northern Ireland will announce, 1 
am providing for the NHS almost 
half a billion pounds of extra in- 
vestment today. Throughout the 
public services, more than a £lbn of 
additional new investment, on top of 
the £2bn I have allocated to families 
and pensioners... 

I have a final announcement. 

We promised to get inflation and 
interest rates under control to sort 
out toe public finances, to make this 
the Government of economic com- 
petenceand we have. W? promised 
to invest billions more in health and 
education and we have. We 
promised we would cut youth un- 
employment and we have. 

And I can confirm to the House 
that, while rebuilding our public 
services, our prudence in office also 
enables us to hold to our pledge 
made at the election not to raise the 
basic rate of income tax. 

to fact, to reward work and ensure 
working families are better off. I will 
match the new lOp starting rate of 
income tax this April wife a cut from 
next April in the basic rate of income 
tax to 22p, the lowest basic rate of 
taxfor 70 years - and under this gov- 
ernment 

Today’s Budget is a better deal fbr 
work, a better deal for the family, a 
better deal for business - for a 
Britain now united around values of 
fairness and enterprise, and I com- 
mend this Budget not just to the 
House but to the country. 
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-rue .MDEPENDENT BUDGET REVIEW 
THE INDEi ti to \Unhim 


Washing away the Opposition with a little Tax-and-Go jfi 



the chancellor prides himself 
on his far-sighted prudence when 
it comes to the national finances. 
When it comes to reading matter: 
though, be needs things a little near- 
er if they are to be seen clearly. As 
he readied himself to give his Bud- 
get speech yesterday he heaved two 
thick green-bound volumes on to 
the dispatch box. 

For a moment it looked terrify- 
ingly as if his speech might run in to 
next week, but then he laid a slim- 
mer sheaf of papers on top. The 
books were merely a plinth, it 
turned out, not the text itself Could 
he elevate the spirits of Labour MPs 
as easily, though? 

The year alone allowed Mr 


Brown a largeleeway to turnup the 
epic high style: he later promised 
that there would be “no tax rise on 

fllmhnt this side of tew miHonniimi* ^ 

which sounds like an aeon of in- 
toxication but actually means only 
20 months, and he had begun his 
speech on an equally grandiose 
note. With “the last Budget of the 
twentieth century”, he said, he 
would leave behind the sterile old 
conflict between gov ernm ents of the 
left and right. 

Just as some shampoo manu- 
facturers promise you deansing 
power and conditioner in one bot- 
tle, the Chancellor was proposing 
an all-in-one deal. One can almost 
imagine the next party political 


broadcast What? Take two parties 
into the next century when one will 
do? Not me. I use New Labour's 
Tax-and-Go. 

And he felt confident enough 
about what he had to offer to 
Labour backbenchers to begin with 
wealth creation rather than social 
fairness. First of all he announced 
a variety of measures designed to 
encourage small business and dis- 
courage those Tories who had 
thought that he might be vulnera- 
ble on this issue. Indeed Mr Brown 
was positively teasing in his per- 
formance - playing with expecta- 
tions in a way that echoed the 
successful misdirection over the 
right to roam announcement 


THE SKETCH 



THOMAS 

SUTCLIFFE 


Tories cast down by the revela- 
tion that corporation tax was to be 
further decreased thought they 
had their first glimpse of light when 
the Chancellor turned to his levy on 


the business use of energy. Mr 
Brown allowed the weight of this 
new burden on business to rest de- 
Hciousty on their consciousnesses 
for a moment Then, just as they 
were stumbling upright, he bowled 
them over again: “These increas- 
es wifi be revenue neutralT he de- 
clared triumphantly, arinniiriring 
a cut in national insurance to offset 
tiie new burden. 

Labour MPs crowed at the sly 
post-script, which became the 
modd for an of the Chancellor’s suc- 
ceeding announcements. He al- 
lowed Tbiy hopes to rise only so that 
the fall would be more painful 

He was at his most feline when 
he came to the much-expected in- 


troduction of a 10p 
Given that this could be introduced 
only when it was prudenL he saia 
solemnly it will not start in Apru 
2000. Labour backbenchers sagged 
and Tbries perked up. 

And then, after a pause of mali- 
cious perfection, Mr Brown deny* 
ered the kicker. “It is prudent for 
taxpayers to get the benefit now. 

Labour MPs waved their order pa- 
pers with an unforced glee. It was 
hard to know what they relished 
more - the delivery of another 
Labour promise or the manner in 

which it had been rubbed into the 

Opposition’s face. 

A lane Tbry voice ventured a des- 
perate kam ikaze attack - “fa that 


it- it said generating a great guf. 
faw from replete Labour back, 
benchers. It wasn't because & 
Brawn had one last afterthought a 

promise that the basic rate of fo. 
come tax would come down. next 
vear bv a penny in the pound an& 
the cue for a happy tumult from thP 

Labour benches ■ 

Bv the end of bis speech be ap- 
peared to have token from nobody . 
and given to all - and all that Mr : 
Hague could do was call in question 
this apparently magical levitation. 
He did pretty well in the circum- 
stances but after a performance of 
such catty brio he couldn’t help but- 
come across as the mouse that ., 
roared. 


Hague 


says taxes 


forced up 


by stealth 


OPPOSITION REACTION 


william HAGUE, in his re- 
sponse to the Budget, accused 
Gordon Brown of being the 
“pickpocket Chancellor", claim- 
ing he was forcing up taxes by 
stealth. 

While Mr Brown had dis- 
tributed a “few little goodies", 
he had already levied addi- 
tional taxes of £1.500 for every 
taxpayer in the country in the 
current year. 

Opening the Budget debate. 
Mr Hague attacked the Chan- 
cellor for “persecuting mo- 
torists" and having failed to 
mention the decline in the sav- 
ings ratio altogether. 

“He is the pickpocket Chan- 
cellor, who shakes your hand 
with a smile after he has^ 
stealthily removed your wallet-"' 

While Mr Hague welcomed 
measures such as the reduction 
in the standard rate of income 
tax. be said Mr Brown had 
passed over “more quickly" 



Derek Foster Said he 
would be torn to pieces’ 


the scrapping of the 20p tax 
band. 

He told the Chancellor “Ibu 
didn't say the total tax burden 
as a result of your cumulative 
decisions is going to rise next 
year. 

“You didn't say what is the 
truth, that, as a result of your 
decision in three budgets, this 
is the third year running in 
which we will have higher taxes 
because of the decisions of this 
Government. 

“It would not have been ap- 
parent from your speech that 
you have already announced in 
previous budgets tax increas- 
es for the coming year which 
add up to £7.2bn. 

“Taxes on pension hinds of 


£5.4bn, earlier decisions on the 
married couple's allowance of 
Clbn, increases in petrol duty 
of£l.4bd.” 

The tax burden had been 
raised by £6bn in Mr Brown’s 
first year as Chancellor and 
£7.9bn in his second. 

Mr Hague scorned the 
Chancellor's claim that the 
Budget was good for families , 
saying; “It is good for families 
who draft havea mortgage, who 
aren’t married, who don't run 
a car who don’t smoke, who 
don’t save for a pension. 

“For a family like that it’s 
fine! There may even be a fam- 
ily like that somewhere in the 
country. Sounds suspiciously 
■fikeydu, tome! 7 7 
’ Mr Hague said any “seem- 
ingly nondescript sentence" 
within today’s Budget could 
mean “a clobbering for people 
anywhere in the country. 

“You are not only an expert 
on stealth taxes, you are an ex- 
pert on giving a stealth speech. 
As we already know, this is a 
government that says one thing 
and does another that takes a 
pound and gives a few pennies 
back, that cannot be trusted to 
be straight, even on Budget 
Day." 

Behind the statistics of an 
economic slowdown, there 
were families under pressure, 
businesses struggling in a man- 
ufacturing sector which were 
further hit by the Chancellor's 
announcements. 

While Mr Hague welcomed 
reduced tax rates for cars with 
low-emission engines, he at- 
tached petrol-duty increases, 
adding: “The Government have 
taken their persecution of the 
motorist too far and their dam- 
age to the haulage industry too 
far." 

He went on: “Few people will 
be aware that after today’s 
budget about 85 per cent of the 
price of petrol will be in tax." 

Accusing the Chancellor of 
“missing opportunities" in the 
Budget, the Tbry leader toLd Mr 
Brown his attempts to increase 
taxes by stealth would be un- 
covered by people in the “real 
world. \bu should have been at- 
tacking the forest of regulation 
that fa strangling business, but 
you didn't 

“You should have given a 
clear signal that the tax system 
wifi support marriage, but you 
didn’t You should have cut fuel 
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REACTION FROM from Labour 
MPs in the lobbies was forth- 
right Some, highly critical of 
the Government in the past 
said they were proud of Mr 
Brown's measures as they left - 
the chamber. 

“What a week." said Alice , 
Mahon, a left-wing Labour ME ; 
“First the ramblers and righl- 
to-roam, then Michael Howard 
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William Hague (left), who derided Gordon Brown as the ’pickpocket Chancellor’, and Paddy Ashdown, who detected a certain plagiarism 


costs for the road-haulage in- 
dustry, but you didn’t 
“Instead of raising taxes by 
stealth you should have start- 
ed to introduce some honesty 
into the tax system, but you 
didn’t You should have tackled 
the runaway welfare spend- 
ing, but you didn’t You should 
have set out a programme to 
lower the tax burden but he is 
continuing to increase the tax 


burden on all of those issues. 
You had the opportunity to act 
and you have failed to do so,” 
Mr Hague said. 

His concerns were echoed 
by Paddy Ashdown, the Liber- 
al Democrat leader; who said 
toe Chancellor could have done 
“big things” in the Budget but 
had decided instead “to follow 
a scatter-gun approach and do 

a mimh prnf wia northing s * 1 Mr 


Brown had mounted a “selec- 
tive smash-and-grab raid” on 
Liberal Democrat ideas, but the 
Budget did less than it could 
have done to tackle poverty. 
Over this Parliament the Gov- 
ernment would have invested 
less in health and education 
than the Tbries originally in- 
tended, he added. “If I sound ... 
grumpy it is because I frankly 
admit it is extremely frustrat- 


ing to hear someone else 
singing snatches of our song 
but doing it so completely out 
of tune." 

Derek Fbstee Labour MP for 
Bishop Auckland, said be would 
be “torn to pieces" by his main- 
ly rural constituents over the in- 
crease in petrol taxes. Accusing 
the Government of neglecting 
the rural areas, he told Mr 
Brown: “It fa the working poor 


that I care about The rich in the 
rural areas can care about 
themselves. You cannot make 
work pay if you price the work- 
ing poor out of their car, be- 
cause we do not have buses, we 

do not have trains. AD they have 
got to get to work fa their cars 
... we are not making work 
pay; we are doing the opposite." 
Sarah Schaefer 
Political Reporter 


like Christinas." * 

The increases in pensions; 7 
and the fuel bonus of ElOO te • 
help pensioners' winter heatmg 
bills were seen as the most pop- 
ular of the Chancellor's gve- 
aways. MPs who had found it - 
difficult to defend the Govern - 1 
ment's record in their con- 
stituencies said they were 
looking forward to going home. 

“It shows Gordon Brown has 
listened to the party, It’s a very 
redistributive Budget," said an- 
other Labour left-winger. 

One source dose to the Theft- 
suiy team said the Chancellor 
had paid for the £4bn give- 
away by keeping to tough, f 
spending limits in the first two 
years. “It's payback week” she: . 
said. Ministers as well as hum-., 
ble backbenchers were stuo^ J 
ned by the number of surpriseP .^ 
in the Budget package. 

“We were sitting there won- • 
dering what he was going to do : 
nextltwasonebonusafteran- . 
other ” said a ministerial aide. ' 
Nigel Griffiths, the former t 
trade and industry minister; 
said: “It’s Gordon showing that 
the compassion that drew him. ‘ 
into the Labour Parly shines as • 

bright as ever." _ ! 

As the Chancellor an- . , 
nounced the lOp rate of tax and ' 
alp cut in the basic rate to 
a senior minister leant across 
to his colleague and said that 
Wffliam Hague might as well go 
home. “What can he say? He 
can wave the white flag and sag. \ 
Tm joining the Labour Party’.” - 
As the Tbry leader replied by. 
accusing the Government o^bs 
putting up the tax burden.' 

Labour MPs went off to the tea-: 
rooms to celebrate. Ann Keen, 
a former community nurse and, 
now ministerial aide to Frank . 
Dobson, the Health Secretary * 
was delighted by the addition- ; . 

al spending for hospital acri- ; 
dent and emergency units, 
which would help to tackle the 
logjams for patients. ' 

“This Budget recognises for? r ] 
the first time that there is a Enk [ 

between poverty and ill-healths - , 
It’s a Budget for children and 
for families. It will go down vay/- | 
well in our constituencies," sbe l V 

said. Labour MPs said the Budr: 

get was the foundation for rifr . *, 

toiy at the next election. | 

COUN BROWN 

Chief Political Corresponded - 
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Red Gordon and the Iron Chancellor sit happily together 


’•Ris 


“REDISTRIBUTION BY stealth" is a 
phrase that entered the Treasury 
lexicon in the run-up to the Budget 
Although the slogan was not in- 
tended for public use, it will enter 
the political bloodstream. 

Such talk does not go down well 
in Ibny Blair's inner circle, which 
would prefer that Gordon Brown 
stuck to his City image as the “Iron 
Chancellor" rather than playing 
his role as “Red Gordon" in front of 
Labour Party gallery. 

Yesterday’s Mr Brown sought to 
pfay both parts at once but Mr Blair 
was happy enough. He calculated 
that next year's surprise lp off the 
basic rate of tax, plus the lop bot- 
tom rate, which starts next month. 


would be the best antidote to the 
Tory attack on Labour’s “stealth 
taxes". 

William Hague is convinced the 
voters will nimble the Chancellor 
once the initial gloss of yester- 
day's package wears off But Mr 
Brown and Mr Blair believe their 
trump is that the pain they inflict 
on toe well-off will be alleviated by 
falling interest rates, which have 
saved the homeowner £900 a year 
on average mortgage payments. 

Mr Blair paid a generous tribute 
when the Cabinet was given a pre- 
view of the Budget, describing it as 
“radical and imaginative". Indeed, 
Mr Blair believes Mr Brown has not 
got full credit for his stewardship of 


the economy. Mr Blair thinks the 
Chancellor has laid such firm foun- 
dations that it will be be difficult for 
the Tories to dent Labour’s repu- 
tation hr economic competence be- 
fore the next general election. 

The ecstatic reception from 
Labour MPs last night will also have 
cheered Mr Brown. 

“Gordon wants to get the credit 
with the Labour Party because he 
fa still desperate to be leaden” one 
minister dose to Mr Blair said 

Mr Brown is probably toe most 
powerful Chancellor we have had 
for a longtime, yet even his friends 
admit he can seem remarkably 
insecure. 

His enemies attribute this to his 



ANDREW 

GRICE 


thwarted ambition in 1994, when 
John Smith died and Mr Blah; the 
junior partner in the Brown-Biair 
axis, inherited the crown. 

The Chancellor fa stubborn. He 


does not Eke to change course, or 
admit he has been proved wrong. 
He ploughed on with his working 
families tax credit - even when 
alarm bells rang in IQ Downing 
Street about the cost 

Mr Brown saw no need for last 
month's high-profile statement by 
Mr Blair unveiling the national 
changeover plan to prepare Britain 
’for the single currency. The two 
men have reversed roles on the 
euro; Mr Brown used to be more 
gung-ho, and Mr Blair more cau- 
tious. “He just wants to get on with 
running the economy now; the euro 
is a bit of a distraction,” said one 
Labour ally. 

Mr Brown has had an unhappy 


few months. The death of his father 
which hit him hard, was followed 
<pnckfy over Christinas by the res- 
ignation of two of his inner circle, 
the Treasury minister Geoffrey 
Robinson and Charlie Whelan, his 
press secretary, in the crisis which 
also claimed the scalp of Peter 
Mandelson, a friend turned foe of 
Mr Brown. 

But allies insist the Chancellor 
has recovered from the setbacks, 
and that his girlfriend, Sarah 
Macauley, has been a “rock" during 
the troubled times. “He is relaxed 
and enjoying life again,” said one 
ally cm the Labour back benches. 

Despite Mr Blair’s praise, toe 
tension between their camps re- 


main barely beneath the surface. 
One Blairite said: “It was worth los- 
ing Peter Mandelson in order to get - 
rid of Charlie Whelan, because 
Peter will come back and Cbarbe 
won’t." 

The BLairites sometimes wonder 
whether the Chancellor hasa fotal 
flaw stemming from his haunting 
fear that he will miss out on 


supporters believe yesterday^ 
clever package will- enhance h* 3 .' 
prospects of ^ winning tbe.big p?®* 
And yet Mr Blair no longer belief 
it is inevitable that Mr Brown ww . 

be the man who succeeds him. 

ANDREW GRICE 

political JE^ tor 
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£S??I Heads can buy 10m new schoolbooks 
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HSADTEACHERS TOLL be able 
to buy io million books under 
a^ 60 m drive to 611 school li- 
Mpnes, Under the scheme an- 
nounced by the Chancellor 
yesterday, every school in fw 

land win be given £2,000 -Scot- 

; an “' Wales and Northern 
Ireland ah hold their own edu- 
cation budgets. 

Gordon Brown also 
promised increased investment 

m school buildings, ta top of the 

£l9bn for education already 
announced as part of the Gov- 
ernment's • comprehensive 
spending review last year 
Universities received extra 


funds, too. Mr Brown an- 
nounced a £3 00m increase in 
spending on university science 
laboratories and a 30 per cent 
increasemtfaeUravenafe ffral - 
tenge Rmd, which was set up to 
encourage academics to devel- 
op the commercial potential of 
their research. 

David Blunkett, the Secre- 
tary afState for Education, said 
the extra spending on books 
“wffl be a big boost to school li- 
braries in the National Year of 
Reading. It wd be a very valu- 
able extra res our c e for teach- 
ers and pupils across England. 1 ' 

Tteachers’ leaders immedi- 


ately welcomed the extra cash, 
an echo of last year's spring 
windfall, winch gave an English 
schools £1,000 for textbooks. 

Doug McAvqy general sec- 
retary of the National Union of 
’teachers, said: "The invest- 
mexrtm books win help reduce 
some of the shortfalls, particu- 
larity in primary schools." He 
also the continued invest- 
ment in our school buildings 
would hpTp to rid the country of 
crumbli ng schools. 

Graham Lane, who chairs 
the Local Government Associ- 
ation’s education committee, 
said: “The book allowance will 


EDUCATION 


be very welcome, particularly 
in small primary gchoni^ in 
rural areas. It will almost dou- 
ble their book allowance at a 
time when they might have 
had to cot it right back to pay 
for teachers’ pay rises.” He 
also particular^ welcomed the 
extra £l00m for computers for 
inner city schools. 

But Don Fbstei; the liberal 
Democrat education spokes- 
man, accused the Government, 
of being “limited and timid. 
“The welcome extra cash for 


books will not compensate 
schools for last month’s poor 
local government settlement 
Despite the Budget, teachers’ 
jobs wQl Stm be lost and many 
school budgets cut,” he said. 

Announdng addlional furl- 
ing for mriversities, Mr Brown 
said that he wanted to “to 
transform British inventions 
into British-made products”. 
He announced a 30 per cent in- 
crease in the £65m budget for 
the University Challenge Fbnd, 
and said there would also be 


£2Qm start-up funding through- 
out the country to ensure the 
necessary flow erf finance into 
high-risk companies. 

Academics welcomed the 
extra support for science re- 
search. David Tfriesman, gen- 
eral secretary of the 
Association of University 
Teachers, said: “Decades of 
funding cuts had shackled our 
research. This announcement 
is a real boost to recovery." 

Ministers committed them- 
selves last July to spending 
£19bn on schools, colleges and 
universities over the next three 
years, the biggest single in- 


vestment, in education. They 
will spend £2.9bn extra in the 
first year; £6.6bn in the second 
and £9.7bn in the third to hon- 
our the Prime Minister's 
promise to spend more of the 
nation's wealth on education. 

The money will help to fulfil 
a government pledge to bring 
infant class sizes down to a 
maximum of 30 by 2001. There 
win be funds to raise standards 
in schools through daily litera- 
cy and numeracy hours in pri- 
mary schools and training for 
all teachers on the best way to 
teach the basics. 

Capital spending on schools 


will double over the course of 
this Parliament - more than a 
millio n children are still taught 
in classrooms built before the 
First World War 
Students numbers will rise 
by 500,000 from the present 
5 million in fuil-and part-time 
study. Most of the extra stu- 
dents will be in further educa- 
tion colleges. 

Overall, the proportion of 
national wealth spent on edu- 
cation will rise to 5 per cent by 
2001-02, compared with 4.0 per 
cent in 1996-97. 

Ben Russell and 
Judith ji m> 


£430m will 
•help rebuild 
crumbling 
hospitals 


The NHS 


-THE CRUMBLING buildings 
and Victorian ward blocks erf the 
NHS persuaded the Chancellor 
to open his wallet for the sec- 
ond time in less than a year He 
announced an extra £430m to 
(Smarten up acci dent and emer- 
gency departments and im- 
prove GP surgeries. • 

The sum, to be paid ova: 
three years, is m addition to the 
50 per cent increase in capital 
investment in NHS buildings 
and equipment announced as 
part of the comprehensive 
spemimg review m July On that 
occasion Gordon Brown said 
half the beds in NHS hospitals 
were in accommodation built 
before the First World War and 
three-quarters of ward blocks 
were hand-me-downs as he an- 
nounceda 66 per centincrease 
in the Treasuzy’scontributian, 
frony £jj2bn.4o -almost- £8bn 
over the three years. - 

Yssterday he topped thht in- 
crease with an additional 
xi20mfw:theUKnextyeax;rq>- 
presenting the first mstahnent of 
the £430m. However, this time 
the cash is to be spent on the 
NHS's two front doors - casu- 
alty departments and GPs’ 
surgeries. The money will be 
used to “upgrade every single 
accident and emergency de- 
partment which needs it in 
every part of the country”, Mr 
Brown said That follows hard 
on the heels of the £30m allo- 
cated by the Department of 
Health for the same purpose 
only last month. 

It will also be used - al- 
though how the £120m was to 
be divided was unclear last 
night - to upgrade GP surg- 
eries. some of which have not 
come far since they were de- 
scribed 20 years ago by a for- 
gjner health secretary as “like 
^gangers' huts under toe railway 
arches". 

The NHS Confederation, 
representing health authori- 
ties and trusts, said the boost 
to capital spending represent- 
ed a 10 per cent increase in the 
contribution from the Treasury 


(toe rest coming from the pri- 
vate sector via the Private Fi- 
nance Initiative). 

Stephen Thornton, chief ex- 
ecutive, said: “This is pretty 
good and we are very pleased 
My ontyheshation is - whyA&E 
departments? The NHS has 
suffered a huge backlog of 
maintenance for mere than a 
decade. We do have a major 
problem of capital mainte- 
nance^ are stiU operating out 
ofVictorian institutions, which 
is pretty surprising in a modem 
economy” 

He said concentrating on 
the NHS’s front door was a rea- 
sonable priority for the Chan- 
cellor to choose but it might not 
accord with local wishes. “First 
impressions are important and 
the physical quality of some of - 
,©iy\A&E departments is pret- 
tyshmlorabJe. Let’Sihavemore 
capral but let’s give more dis^ 
action to local people to decide 
how it is spent” 

The British Medical Associ- 
ation welcomed toe extra 
spending on hospital braidings. 
Mac Armstrong, secretary, 
said: “We saw A&E depart- 
ment sfretched to toe limit this 
winter Modernising our facili- 
ties will improve services ... 
should defuse the tensions 
which result when patients 
wait for hours in unsatisfacto- 
ry conditions and relieve stress 
on doctors and curses.” 

The Chancellor gave notice 
t but the Health Department 
plans to build on the success of 
NHS Direct the 24-hour 
helpline, which is being rolled 
out to the whole country by the 
end of next yean 

Later this week Frank Dob- 
son, Secretary of State for 
Health, is to give details of 
plans to “carry NHS Direct 
right into communities - with 
a network erf health centres 
and drop-in centres where peo- 
ple can get immediate advice 
about treatment”, Mr Brown . 
said. 

JEREMY LAURANCE 

Health Editor 


Film-makers 
delighted by 
tax breaks 


THE ARTS 


THE GOVERNMENT has ex- 
tended ite sdieme of tax breaks 

for new films made in Britain 
until 2002. 

The scheme for 100 percent 
tax write-off on production hills 
was announced in 1997 and was 
extended last year until 2000. 
Yesterday’s announcement 
adds a further two years. 

Without changing the de- 
tails of the scheme, it does 
show toe Government’s con- 
tinuing commitment to ex- 
panding and strengthening toe 
British film industry. It was 
. tfjalso the only arts measure an- 
'^notmeed in the Budget. 

The £20m tax breaks 
scheme allows the production 
costs of British films with bud- 
gets of £i5m or less to be writ- 
ten off when the film *s 
completed. ... 

The film industry asked mr 

the measure so that it could 
plan ahead. The details of the 

scheme were put forward to the 


Government by its film policy 
review group. 

Janet Anderson, the Films 
minister; yesterday welcomed 
the Chancellor’s extension of 
the scheme which she said 
was now proven to encourage 
investment 

“This will give a boost to toe 
British film industry and is in 
addition to the £l45m my de- 
partment [Culture, Media and 

SportlisqjendBngonfilminthe 

next three years,” she said. 

The definition of what con- 
stitutes a British film will soon 
be acpsted to take Account of 
the growing number of in- 
temational co-productions that 
bring investment to Britain. 

A British Film Institute 
spokeswoman said last night: 
“The BFI welcomes any initia- 
tive which helps to foster and. 
expand the range of new film 
production in the UK” 

The tax breaks for British 
films were introduced as part 










NecheDs housing estate in Birmi n g h a m . The Budget directs more resources at crime-prevention measures on problem estates and policing Tiot spot’ zones 

More closed-circuit cameras to lead 
blitz against crime on troubled estates 


AN EXTRA £170m will proride 
th piMawifi s of STT r ypffl nn re C*wn- 
eras and new crime prevention 
measures on problem housing 
estates and polking ^ “hot spot” 
zones. 

The decision to fond more 
dosed-dreuit television camera 
Systems linked to police sta- 
tions continues the Govern- 
ment’s love affair with CCT\£ 
which has been credited with 
reducing crime rates in rily cen- 
tres and cm council estates. 

About £85m will be spent on 
new CCTV systems, enough to 
buy 20,000 cameras. As well as 
crime-ridden estates and shop- 


ping centres, cameras will be 
fitted in car parks in an atte mp t 
to help the Government meet 
its pledge to reduce vehicle 
crime ty 30 percent in the next 
five years. 

The H ome Office said the 
money amounted to nearly 
£3Qm ayear for CCTV schemes 
- compared with asm spent 
between 1997-98. 

A Home Office spokesman 
said: “CCTV has proved to be 
a useful deterrent to criminals 
and prevents crime. It is also a 
usefol tool to the police for in- 
vestigating crime and it leads 
to safe* and more reliable con- 


Law And order 


victuals. There are dozens of ex- 
amples of where CCTV has 
proved to work.” 

The widespread use of 
CCTV however; is not without 
its critics, with some criminol- 
ogists arguing that the devices 
merely displace crime to un- 
monitored nearby areas. Civil 
liberty groups have also raised 
concerns about a “big brother” 
society. 

Ybsterday’s money will be 
split between the Home Office 
and the Department fw the En- 


vironment, Transport and the 
Regions, and wiD be directed at 
high-crime areas. 

Abouthalfthe money will go 
towards crime prevention im- 
provements to housing stock, 
with initiatives such as im- 
proved lighting, alarms, spy 
holes, landscaping, and 
providing facilities for young 
people. 

Partnerships of local 
authorities and police forces 
win be invited to bid for a share 
of the money which will be 


placed in a “challenge fond" to 
support both big and small 
local initiatives. 

The Chancellor said that the 
Government would be allocat- 
ing money for crime prevention 
“in areas where crime is 
highest”. 

More details of how the 
funds wfll be allocated are due 
to be announced by Jack Straw 
the Home Secretary later this 
month. 

The £170m is in addition to 
£250m already pledged to help 
the country’s 30 worst crime 
areas, which will be identified 
next month. Police officers wfll 


target the areas, and special 
anti-burglary measures, such 
as better security, will be 
installed 

A Tory spokesman said de- 
spite the extra money for crime 

prevention the number of police 
officers had continued to foil 
under the Labour government. 

“This isn’t going to alter that 
at alL Effective law and order 
policies re[y on an effective po- 
lice force," he said 

The Association of Chief 
Police Officers welcomed the 
extra funds. 

Jason bennetto 
Crime Correspondent 






Scotland is winner in 
devolution handout 


British films can bmld on the success of "The Full Monty* with farther tax breaks 


of a strategy by Chris Smith, 
Secretary of State for Culture, 
Media and Sport, to increase 
the number of films made in 
Britain and to double the 
percentage of the audience 
watching British films. The 
Government also wanted to 


put a brake on film-makers 

shooting in Ireland where tax 

incentives have long been on 
offer 

The tax breaks sefoeme has 
. . - - e__ 


films a lot easien Mr Smith has 
described the scheme as “a 


really significant step in getting 
more British films made, and in 
attracting more overseas film- 
makersberetoiiseourfaalilifis 

and our craftsmen and actors, 
who are the best in the world”. 

* David lister 
Arts News Editor 


NORTHERN IRELAND, Scot- 
land and Wales were all given 
substantial sums for capital in- 
vestment as the Chancellor 
sent them off to devolution with 
a flourish. 

Scotland was the biggest 
winner; with £L65m for key 
commitments to modernise 
health ami education and cut 
crime across the country. Don- 
ald Dewar; the Secretory of 
State for Scotland announced 
that £37m of the money would 
be directed to National Health 
Service buildings, equipment 
and new technology 

Mr Dewar added that edu- 
cation would receive an extra 
£44m over the next three years 
to develop computer tuition 
and provide schools with new 
books- The cash will be spent 
on ah Information and com- 
munications technology net- 
work linking all schools and 
other learning centres, lb back 
up the new technology, £5.4m 
will be targeted sperificafiy on 
books, the equivalent of £8 for 
every pupil in Scotland. 

An additional EUta over the 


THE REGIONS 

next three years will be direct- 
ed to councils, police and other 
agencies to tack l e Scotland’s 
drug abuse problems and do- 
mestic violence. 

“Today’s announcement, to- 
gether with last year’s Budget, 

wiU benefit Scottish pupils, par- 
ents and pensioners by almost 
£2bn, giving real help to those 
who need it most,” Mr Dewar 
said. 

Wales wiH get £80m in extra 
capital spending, again with 
the emphasis on health, edu- 
cation and crime prevention. 

Ahm Michael, the Secretary 
of State for Whies, said that the 
Budget was worth more than 
£lbn for Wales. “The Budget is 
a real boost for Wales. It fulfils 
the Government’s promise to 
the Wblshpec^e to make work 
pay to support families and to 
proride extra money for public 
sendees,” he said. 

Northern Ireland will bene- 
fit from its own £50m moderni- 
sation fund aimed at bolstering 
the normality of the peace 
process. 

Mo Mowlam, the Secretary 


of State for Northern Ireland, 
said that the cash would deliv- 
er rnqior improvements in the 
province’s vital services. “The 
extra money will be used to in- 
vest in innovative capital pro- 
jects at the heart of the 
Government’s priorities.” she 
said 

Accident and emergency 
services and primary health 
care, computerised learning 
centres and local police forces 
win all receive new funds. 

This year will be the last for 
which Westminster will have 
such detailed control over the 
spending of the three coun- 
tries since the Welsh Assembly 
and Scottish Parliament start 
work in May and the Northern 
Ireland Assembly assumes its 
powers later in the year. 

The Government hopes that 
the Belfast Assembly wall be up 
and running by the summer; but 
the continuing deadlock over 
decommissioning of weapons 
means that the start-up date is 
uncertain. 

Paul Waugh 
P olitical Correspondent 
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ECONOMIC ANALYSIS 
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Brown’s modest giveaway no threat y 


to sound financial management 


ipP 
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income tax 

£88bn — 


Other receipts 

£56bn 


Social security 
£102 bn 


Transport 

£9bn 


Council tax 

£1 3bn 


l&l 


mm 




Business rates 

£16bn 


National Insurance 
£56bn 


Housing and environment 
£!3bn 


Industry, agriculture 6 

employment 

£15bn 


Value added tax 

£54bn 


Law and Order 
£1 9bn 







Other cwenthture 

r «Ibn 


Education 'iff 


Corporation tax 

£30bn 


Excise duties 

£36bn 


Defence 

£22bn - 


Debt interest' 

- .. . £2Gfm 


Source.HM Treasury I999.-2000 figures 


Sowcc-HM treasury 1999.2000 figures 


predicting what will happen 
to the difference between the 
Government’s revenues and 
its expenditure is fraught with 
difficulty- A small change in the 
growth rate or a small mistake 
in judgement about where the 
economy stands relative to its 
potential can mate a difference 
of tens of billions of pounds on 
each side of the accounts. 

It is little wonder that the av- 
erage error in forecasting next 
year’s deficit is ElObn. Any as- 
sessment of the Treasury's new 
forecasts for the public finances 
has to bear in mind these huge 
uncertainties. 

lb complicate matters, pre- 
sentation of the public finances 
has changed dramatically in the 
past 12 months. Some important 
definitions have changed and a 
new set of national accounts data 
published last summer has 
made comparisons with previ- 
ous budgets complex, 

Even so, it is clear that Mr 
Brown is starling from a far bet- 
ter position than he expected in 
November's Pre-Budgef Re- 
port. It has paved the way for 
a mildly expansionary Budget 
rather than the strictly neutral 
one many City analysts had 
expected. 

Thx revenues have come in 
ahead of the Treasury’s cau- 
tious forecasts. Lower interest 
rates have also cut the Gov- 
ernment’s debt repayments. 

In his speech yesterday, the 


£ billion 


Outturn 

97-98 


Forecast 
98-99 99-00 


as % oF GDP 


Current budg et surplus, % 

— forecast 

4 Central Case I - — 


Current receipts 315.' 

Current expenditure 304.: 

Depreciation 14.0 

Surplus on current budget* -5.1 

Net investment 4.0 

Public sector net borrowing* 9.1 


Public sector net borrowing 
as % of GDP* 



i Pessimistic Oae* 


Net borrowing, % 



"Excluding windfall tax receipts and associated spending 


1970-71 74-5 


1991-92 1993-94 1995-96 1997-96 1999-00 2001-02 2003-04 


Public Finances 


Chancellor boasted: “Britain’s 
fiscal position is not only sound 
today but on the soundest pos- 
sfirie footing for the future.” The 
net £6bn giveaway over three . 
years, in tax cuts and increased 
spending announced yester- 
day. will be paid for by a com- 
bination of higher borrowing 
and savings on interest pay- 
ments. In addition, of course, 
some groups of people are tax 
winners and some tax losers. 

The overall tax burden is 
forecast to decline slightly as a 
share of GDP dropping to 36.6 
per cent next financial yean 
having risen from 35.4 per cent 
in the year before Labour took 
office to 37.2 per cent last year. 

Tax increases announced in 


previous budgets, including the 
abolition of profit-related pay, of 
advance corporation tax, with 
the fad and tobacco escalators, 
explain the step up in the tax 
burden compared with the 
early Nineties. 

They were needed to repair 
the damage to the public fi- 
nances caused by recession 
andflljudged taxcuts.Thqywill 
pay for the 3 per cent a year 
real-terms increase in spending 
on public services over the 
next three years. 

The Budget Red Book now 
publishes predictions for three 
measures. The City focuses on 
the Public Sector Net Cash 
Requirement fPSNCRJ, equiv- 
alent of the old PSBR (Public 


Sector Borrowing Require- 
ment). Yesterday’s statement 
put this in surplus by £52bn in 
the current financial year com- 
pared to the £2.8bn (excluding 
windfall tax) predicted in No- 
vember. The figure for nest 
year Is £A5bn in deficit, rather 
than the earlier forecast of 
£lbn. This difference, with its 
immediate implications for the 
Government’s funding needs, 
sent a shockwave around the 
gfits market yesterday. 

However; two other mea- 
sures are now given greater 
prominence because they are 
needed to assess whether the 
Chancellor is meeting the two 
rules for sound finance set out 
in the Code for Fiscal Stability. 


The Office for National Statis- 
tics is uniting on producing 
these monthly; rather than 
quarterly as at present 

The first rule, the “golden 
rule”, says that the Govern- 
ment canborrow only to finance 
investment spending, so that 
the day-to-day current spend- 
ing must balance with rev- 
enues. over the course of a 
business cycle. The surplus on 
current budget is the relevant 
measure here. 

The second rule is that the 
ratio of net public sector debt to 
gross domestic product must be 
“stable and prudentT. defined as 
40 per cent of GDP Public- 
sector net borrowing is the key 
measure forthis rule, lit differs 


from the PSNCR by the value 
of sales of financial assets and 
other financial adjustments.) 

The current balance is put at 
a surplus of £4.lbn this year 
(compared with the £5-5bn pre- 
dicted in November) and £2bn 
in 1999-2000 (up from £Lbn). The 
Red Book predicts a gently 
rising surplus up to filibn in 
2003-04. 

The net borrowing figure 
shows a repayment of £lbn 
this year; and a small deficit of 
£3bn next year. Continuing 
small amounts of borrowing 
keep the net debt ratio stable 
at just below 40 per cent of GDB 

If the forecasts are correct 
Mr Brown will comfortably meet 
his two rules, and satisfy the 


Maastricht criteria for mem- 
bership of the single European 
currency. Even if the economy 
turns out much weaken many 
experts think the public finances 
will remain in decent shape. 

“1 give them real credit for 
controlling public spending so 
tightly. That is what has put 
them in such a happy position, " 
said Roger Bootle, managing di- 
rector of Capital Economics. 

Others were less impressed. 
“Tins is definitely a fiscal re- 
laxation,” said Steven Bell at 
Deutsche Bank. 

The Treasury has taken a 
cautious approach. The Red 
Book bases the main forecasts 
on GDP growth of l per cent in 
1999, the bottom of the range. 


For the first time, too. social- • 
security spending forecasts are 
based on an assumption derived 
from outside forecasts that im- 
eraployment will rise slightly. 

If growth is closer to the 08 
per cent average of other fore- 
casts, it could throw out the cur- ; 
rent budget figure by another;: 
£2bn or so this yean Butas this 
would be due to the economic 
downturn, it would fall withm . 
the “over a business cycle’’ ^ 
finition of the rule and amid be? 
recouped Inter. 

Even if the Treasury’s fore- ' ; 
casts da fall victim to slow 
growth or to the other uncer- 
tainties that can so easily taltta 
and spending, the public fi- 
nances are undoubtedly on a - 
much sounder footing than at 
any time in recent memory The 
City gives the Chancellor M ' 
credit for this. 

“Tlie biginvestorshaveatot ’ 
of trust in Gordon Brown. If he - 
were to leave the Treasury far . 
any reason, that trust wouk^ 
change." said David Owen, an? 
economist at Dresdner Klein-- 
wort Benson. 

Fbr a Labour Chancellor to 
have won over anybody in the ii 
financial markets at the same 1 
time as winning plaudits fix- tax 1 
cuts and redistribution is an 4 
achievement that would have 
seemed impossible just a few 
years ago. 

DIANE COYLE 
Economics Editor 


ix cn 
iv foi 


Chancellor stands by 


upbeat view on growth 


ECONOMIC FORECASTS 


GORDON BROWN yesterday re- 
affirmed the controversial 
growth forecasts he made in 
November, predicting that 
Britain would suffer a inild eco- 
nomic slowdown this year be- 
fore bouncing back strongly 
next year. 

According to the Chancellor 
the UK will grow at between 
one and 1.5 per cent this year 
- more than forecast by both 
the City and the Bank of Eng- 
land - and at between 225 and 
2.75 per cent next year. In 2001 . 
the economy will expand by as 
much as 3.25 per cent, he said, 
considerably faster than its 
long-term trend rate. 

Independent economists 
were divided over Mr Brown's 
forecasts. Many argued that the 
Bank of England's recent string 
of aggressive interest-rate cuts 
made it more likely that he 
would hit his growth targets. 

“His forecasts don't seem out 
of line with reality.” said Ian 
Stewart UK economist at Mer- 
rill l^nch. Others noted that re- 
cent signs of economic 
improvement - such as Mon- 
day's news oF a rise in manu- 
facturing output - seemed to 
support Mr Brown’s optimism. 

Other analysts, however, 
called the Government's fore- 
casts unrealistic. Even the 
TYeasury’s most pessimistic 
estimate for 1999 growth - one 
per cent - is almost double the 
consensus City forecast of 0.6 
per cent It is also at the top end 
of tiie Bank of England's ex- 
pectations. In its last econom- 
ic forecast in February, the 
Bank predicted 1999 growth 
would slow to between 0.5 and 
one per cent 

Mark Wall of Deutsche 
Bank, which is among the most 
pessimistic of City forecasters, 
said: “He may be selling the 
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GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT 
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DOMESTIC DEMAND 

of which 

Houshold consumption 
Fixed investment 
Government consumption 
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£ billion 






PUBLIC SECTOR NET BORROWING 
£ billion 


-exdixSM windfall tax 


public short by offering these 
figures. Tb get one per cent 
growth out of this economy 
would be miraculous.” 

Mr Wall believes that growth 
will stall this year and that the 
economy will suffer a short re- 
cession in the first six months 
of 1999 before bouncing back in 
the final quarter of the year 

In common with many other 
forecasters, the Chancellor be- 
lieves that net trade will con- 



tinue to drag down economic 
growth and that the outlook re- 
mains tough for Britain's man , 
ufacturers. Yesterday's 
forecasts contain substantial 
downward revisions to predic- 
tions for both export growth and 
manufacturing output. 

Mr Brown now believes that 
manufacturing will contract by 
between minus one and minus 
1.5 per cent this year before re- 
covering in 2000. In November, 
his range was between minus 
0.25 and 0.25 per cent 

Exports are now forecast to 
grow at between 0.25 and 0.75 
per cent compared with be- 
tween 2.75 and 3.25 per cent in 
November. As a result the 
UK’s current-account deficit 
is set to soar to £10 billion in 
1999, according to this latest 
forecast The Government said: 
-Net trade and hence manu- 
facturing output were weaker 
than expected in the fourth 
quarter of 1998.” 

Michael Saunders, UK econ- 


omist at Salomon Smith Bar- 
ney/Citibank, said: “If anything, 
the risks to export growth are 
on the downside. We had such 
a weak performance last year 
that it seems reasonable fro- ex- 
ports to remain soft” 

Also in common with other 
forecasters, the Chancellor be- 
lieves that recent rises in busi- 
ness inventories present a 
significant downside risk to 
growth. The latest Treasury 
predirtions are that the running 
down of company stocks will 
knock as much as 025 per cent 
from economic growth both in 
1999 and in 2000. 

Mr Will at Deutsche com- 
mented: “Most of the growth in 
the fourth quarter of 1998 came 
from stocks and investment We 
have a stock overhang problem. 
Companies will have to run 
down stocks before production 
can really pick up again.” 

Where Mr Brown is far more 
optimistic than almost every 
other forecaster is in the areas 


ed 
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The Treasury’s most pessimistic estimate for 1999 growth - 1 per cent- is almost double the City forecast 


of household consumption, in- 
vestment and government 
spending. Substantial upward 
revisions to his forecasts in all 
these areas have allowed the 
Chancellor to reaffirm his ag- 
gregate predictions for eco- 
nomic growth, despite the 
deterioration in both net trade 
and manufacturing. 

On household consumption, 
the Chancellor is predicting a 
growth rate of between two 
and2.5 per cent this yean com- 
pared with the City consensus 
of 15 per cent On fixed in- 
vestment, Mr Brown is arguing 
that the growth rate will be be- 
tween two and 2.5 per cent this 
year - more than double the 


City consensus. Ffew indepen- 
dent forecasters found them- 
selves able to agree with this. 

Mr Saunders at Salomon 
Smith Barney/Citibank said: 
"Survey evidence suggests that 
the overall growth rate of busi- 
ness investment will slow 
sharply this year and may well 
turn negative, although the 
growth rate of government cap- 
ital expenditure is likely to in- 
crease sharply." 

On government expenditure, 
Mr Brown was a gain more up- 
beat that independent fore- 
casters, although he. of course, 
had the benefit of inside knowl- 
edge. The Treasury is predict- 
ing government spending will 


grow by three per cent this year 
and by 225 per cent in 2000. 

“General government in- 
vestment is expected to con- 
tribute around 025 percentage 
points to gross domestic prod- 
uct growth in each of the next 
three years,” the Tteasury said. 

There were fewer surprises 
in the Chancellor’s inflation 
forecast Mr Brown predicted 
that the underlying rate of in- 
flation would hit his 22 per cent 
target in both 1999 and 2000, al- 
though, as in November, be 
admitted there was a possibil- 
ity of inflation undershooting 
target at some point this year. 

The Chancellor told Parlia- 
ment yesterday. “We took de- 


cisive action In 1997 and 
and, as a result, inflation la- 
under control.” - • 
Analysts predicted t hat *; 
flation would probabtytejo*® 
than predicted by the w* 0, 
cel lor, although few were sa£ ; 
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companies 

Enterprise Measures 


Gordon BROWN promised a 
set of reforms which would 
create “a new enterprise econ- 
omy for all”. Yet, while the 
measures he announced re- 
ceived a guarded welcome from 
entrepreneurs and venture 
capitalists, some felt the Chan - 
cell or had been overly cau- 
tious. 

“The direction is right, but 
the impetus should be much 
a^onger;" said Ronald Cohen, 
chairman of high-tech venture 
capitalists Apax and a member 
of a Department of Trade and 
Industry committee which 1 is 
looking at encouraging young 
technology companies. 

David Svendsen, the UK 
c h ai rm a n of Microsoft, the soft- 
ware giant, said the measures 
announced by the Chancellor 
“get Britain started on the path 
to the enterprise economy”. 

The move to stimulate high- 
tech. companies will allow 
smaller firms to lure experi- 
enced managers 'from larger 
firms by offering them large 
packages of share options. 

The Government does not 
plan to publish the details until 
today. However; the broad out- 


tabKshed sales job? Ifl can offer 


to offer equity worth up to 
£100,000 to executives without 
it incurring income tax. The 
previous ceiling was £30,000. 

“It’s a very good idea,'’ said 
David Stroud, managing di- 
rector of sparesfinder.com. an 
Internet-based company which 
helps firms find spare parts 
around the world. “If I want a 
good sales guy how am I going 
to lure him out of his nice es- 


difterently about it” 

Venture capital groups, 
which have lobbied heavily far 
the move, also approved the ini- 
tiative, although they had ar- 
gued for the Chancellor to 
adopt a ceiling of £250.000. 

“It should make a significant 
difference in recruiting what is 
a relatively small number of 
people into a relatively small 
number of jobs,” said Jonathan 
Clarke, an executive with Cin- 
ven and chairman of the British 
Venture Capital Association's 
taxation committee. 

The Government also plans 
to introduce a new tax break 
that will encourage large firms 
with spare capital to invest in 
innovative smaller ro m panips 
Once a g ain, the details will 
not be published until today 
but the move is Kkely to allow 
large firms to write off some or 
all of the investment they make 
in smaller companies against 
tax. 

The principle is well- 
established in the United 
States, where large high-tech 
firms, such as Microsoft and 
Intel, regularly provide backing 
to former employees wbo leave 
to start up their own companies. 

“A large company that has 
got a vested interest in a small 
company's growth can offer 
some advice and mentoring 
rather than trying to smash the 
small guy because he’s a 
threat,” said Mr Stroud. 

But other observers pointed 
out that large firms have tra- 
ditionally been very bad at 


ba cking start-up companies, 
and have tended to fund bad 
busi n esses or strangle in 

excessive bureaucracy. 

Venture capitalists wel- 
comed plans to mah* £20m 
available far high- tech venture 
capital investment in small 
conpaoies. The cash, which will 
be awarded through a compe- 
tition to lever in cash from the 
private sector, is expected to be 
. targeted at small firms requir- 
ing a relatively small amount of 
tending . 

Treasury research has 
shown that the venture capital 
industry consistently fails com- 
panies that need cash injections 
of £250,000 or less. 

Another source of funding for 
small companies will come 
from a new capital gains tax re- 
lief which will encourage seri- 
al entrepreneurs and investors 
in Enterprise Investment 
Scheme companies. It will 
allow investors to cany their 
capital gams tax relief made on 
one investment over to anoth- 
er company *Ihe move builds on 

last year’s reform of CGT by 
which the tax rate gradually de- 
clines depending on how long 
the inves tment is h eld 

However; observers said the 
Chancellor would not be able to 
create the large technology 
businesses of tomorrow with 
tax breaks. “If they have a 
good idea people will go and do 
it anyway” said Mr Stroud. 
“What we really need is less of 
the Government giving its 
money away and more struc- 
tural incentives.” 

Peter thal Larson 


Tax credits to help 
jaay for research 

Innovation funding 
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A MAJOR theme of the Chan- 
cellor’s speech was the need for 
British companies to innovate. 
“Sci entific inno vation is a prime 
catatyst of growth,” he said, 
raising the prospect of “a win- 
ners’ circle of innovation” 
where British firms would not 
only invent new products but 
also take responsibility for their 
development and manufacture. 

To support this vision, the 
Government announced a 
series of specific measures 
designed to encourage compa- 
nies to develop new products 
and services. As with a raft of 
gather measures, however, the 
^oeta3 of the new policies would 
not be published until today. 

For example, the Chancellor 
announced a plan to give 
to start-up and small business- 
es through a research and 
development (R&D) tax credit, 
which would underwrite a third 
of their research and develop- 
ment costs. 

The tax credit, to be intro- 
duced in the finance Bill next 
yean will reduce the after-tax 
cost of R&D for tax-paying 
companies by 12.5 per cent 

Andrew Bell, a high-tech 
specialist with the accountan- 
cy firm PricewaterfaouseCoop- 


ers, pointed out that start-up 
companies that were investing 
heavily in R&D - biotechnolo- 
gy firms for example -were un- 
likely to be making ary profits 
against which they could offset 
their tax credits. 

For these companies, tee 
credit will reduce toe immedi- 
ate cash cost of R&D by 

24 per cent In return for this tax 
credit payment, such compa- 
nies wQl no longer be able to 
carryforward their R&D costs 
to offset against future profits. 

But entrepreneurs pointed 
out that not many small busi- 
nesses could afford to invest 
heavily in R&D unless they 
had specifically raised money 
to do so. 

And the costs of many start- 
ups - such as the new Internet 
businesses bursting on to the 
scene - are more likely to be 

marketing ami market research 

costs rather than pure R&D. 

“If you’re an Internet Com- 
paq most of your costs are ser- 
vice," said David' Stroud, _ 
manag in g director of spares- 
findeccom, an Internet start-up. 
“If you're doing actual research 
you've got to be quite large.” 

The Chancellor also intro- 
duced several measures to 


stimulate R&D in universities. 
The Government is spending 
an extra £100 miUkm on the joint 
infrastructure fimri, the chal- 
lenge fund that is join By fund- 
ed by the Government and the 
Wellcome Trust. 

The additional funding will 
come from the Higher Educa- 
tion Rinding Council of Eng- 
land. The JIF will renew the 
capital base of science, with up- 
to-date laboratories and equip- 
menL 

Meanwhile, an additional 
£15 million win be added to 
University Challenge - a ftmd 
designed to commercialise 
university science - taking the 
fund’s value to £65 million. 

Small firms wfll also get help 
from a new small business ser- 
vice, which will offer support 
and advice to companies that 
need help in complying with 
PYisting r egulati ons. 

The servtoe, which wfll be re- 
cruiting a hi^i-profile chief ex- 
ecutive, wUl ofer practical be^) 
to companies - an automated 
payroll service for example - 
while offering loan guarantees. 
S mall firms filing their tax 
returns electronically wifi also 
receive a tax incentive. 

Peter Thal Larsen 


CASE STUDY: THE Hl-TECH COMPANY 



Martin Stevens of Unimatic welcomes the Bildgefs help for hi-tech companies Tom Crai 

We’ll invest more, says 
risk-taker at cutting edge 


MARTIN STEVENS 15 one of 
the “risk-taking" entrepre- 
neurs Gordon Brown wants to 
help. Mr Stevens, 47. is the 
managing director of Uni- 
matic, a maker of high- 
precision motion equipment 

Based in north London, the 
family-run company is one of 
the small high-technology 
firms that yesterday’s Budget 
is seeking to support 

Unimatic supplies manu- 
facturers with engineering 
products. Its products are 
used by a wide-range of 
. companies in the automotive, 
nuclear, aerospace, semi- 
conductor and electronics in- 
dustries - for example in the 
robots that help to assemble 
cars. 

Unimatic is also involved in 
a 50:50 joint venture with Uni- 


versity College London to de- 
velop and market a machine 
that polishes high-tech optical 
lenses. They plan tp seek ven- 
ture capital backing to help 
them to develop mad market 
the product j 

Mr Stevens’ firm employs 
30 people and most of its sales 
are in the UK and Ireland. The 
company turns over about 
£4m a year, witty profits of 
around £50,000. As,- such it will 
benefit from yesterday’s de- 
cision to introduce a starting 
corporation tax rate of 10 per 
cent for firms witjb profits of 
less than £50,000. Mr Stevens 
welcomed the decision. 

“Last year we paid 21p [in 
the pound] and tpe new rate 
is a substantial reduction that 
wfll enable us to | keep more 
money in tee business to fond 


future growth.” he said. He ' 
was also pleased with Gordon 
Brown’s decision to earmark 
£325m to renew an allowance 
on the first 40 per cent write- 
off of capital expenditure. 

“Given the nature of our 
business, we are very reliant 
on manufacturers’ capital ex- 
penditure. The renewal of the 
40 per cent allowance is a re- 
lief although I would have 
liked 100 per cent It will also 
have a beneficial impact on 
our capital expenditure. Last 
year we spent £150.000 and the 
decision makes it more likety 
that we will invest more this 
year;” he said. 

The £L5Qm tax credit for re- 
search and development ex- 
penditure will help Mr 
Stevens' venture with UCL. 
“The R&D expenditure to 


launch the lens-polishing ma- 
chine has been phenomenal. 
We have spent £300,000 in the 
first year. It is a big-risk, high- 
cost investment and anything 
that encourages R&D is wel- 
come,” he said. 

Mr Stevens’ optical start-up 
could also be boosted by tee 
£20m grant to high-tech ven- 
ture capital funds. 

Mr Stevens commented 
that the enterprise manage- 
ment scheme, which allows 
tax-free equity of up to 
£100,000, will help him to keep 
key staff. 

“It will be of great value to 
us,” he said. “Our companies 
are entrepreneurial and we 
need to make sure that we 
keep our valuable people to 
maintain our growth pattern.” 

FRANCESCO GUERRERA 


Mixed welcome for tax plans 


THE CHANCELLOR’S an- 
nouncement of a lOp starting 
rate for small companies was 
hailed as a signal of the Gov- 
ernment’s intention to encour- 
age enterprise. 

But companies and their ad- 
visers gave a mixed reaction to 
the plans. 

Mr Brown said the reduction 
of the main corporation tax 

from the present 31 per cent to 

30 per cent tom April - an- 
nounced in last Novembers 
pre-Budget - gave Britain not 
only its lowest corporation tax 
d n record, but the lowest in the 
world. .. 

And reduction of the small 
companies’ rate to 20 per cent 
- also announced in the pre- 

Budget statement -would ben- 
efit 350.000 companies. 

But advisers stressed teat 
the measures were piecemeal. 


CORPORATE TAXES 


one describing them as “fid- 
dling". The 40 per cent capital 
allowances for small and 
medium-sized businesses 
amounted to an extension of an 
existing policy. 

Introduction of a 10 per cent 
starting rate for small compa- 
nies was seen as a helpful ad- 
dition to the measures aimed at 
boosting enterprise. 

Mr Brown said 85 per cent of 

the firms benefiting from this 
new rate would have fewer 
than 10 employees. 

But accountants said the 10 
per cent rate applied only to 

companies making annual prof- 


its of up to £10,000. There was 
a taper up to tee £50,000-point, 
at which the 20 per cent rate 
would appty Tfet Nicholas VfodK, 
tax partner with accountants 
Arthur Andersen, said: “Agood 
Budget for small and start-up 
businesses and their employ- 
. ees. Welcome stability for big 
business.” 

Advisers to family busi- 
nesses were relieved that the 
Chancellor had not taken action 
nn faheritanoe tax, ^ import ant 
factor when businesses are 
passed down the generations, 
and that capital gains tax bad 
not been made more compli- 


City reaction 


- cated. In addition, tee propos- 
al for tax credits for investment 
inreseareh and development- 
put at 24 per cent for non-tax 
paying companies - were hke- 
ty to prove a useful incentive 

The most important issue lor 
big business was that the spec- 
tre of a general anti-avoidance 
rule designed to make it hard- 
er for companies to establish 
tax-planning arrangements 
had disappeared, for the pre- 
sent. Accountants said the 
plans were likely to compli* 
cate and disrupt c omm erce. 

Large companies were con- . 

cerned teat the cut in the em- ; 
ployer’s national insurance 
contribution from 123 per cent 
to 11.7 per cent would not suf- 
ficiently offset the cost increase 
of introducing an energy tax 

when bote became effective in 
April 200L 



Burden 

eased 

for 

mobile 

users 

PHONES 


IT WAS Norman Lamont, the 
Tbrv Chancellor, wbo. in the 
1091 Budget, imposed a tax on 
what he considered a growing 
menace: mobile phones. 

Apparently annoyed by so- 
called yuppies shouting nois- 
ily into their mobiles, he 
gleefully announced he was 
going to tax them. 

As a result, any individual 
provided with a mobile phone 
by an employer has been 
taxed. 

Yesterday, the Chancellor 
announced he was scrapping 
the tax charge as of 6 April, re- 
moving “the unwelcome 
record-keeping and reporting 
burden on employers". 

It is estimated this will ben 
efit up to 350,000 individuals 
and will be worth £80 to peo- 
ple on the higher tax code and 
£46 to those on the standard 
rate. 

The decision removes the 
difficulty faced by both em- 
ployers and employees in try- 
ing to work out which calls 
were for business and which 
were for pleasure. 

Under the old guidelines, 
employees could escape lia- 
bility if they made no private 
use of the phone or re- 
imbursed the foil cost of such 
calls 

According to details in yes- 
terday’s Budget documents: 
“That imposed further unwel- 
come compliance burdens on 
employees and employers.” 

The move is, perhaps, also 
a recognition that since 1991. 
mobile phones have increas- 
ingly become less of a luxury , 
for the wealthy and more of an 
important tool for work and 
business. 

Neither companies nor in- 
dividuals will have to do any- 
thing to fall in line with the new 
arrangements, which will cost 
the Government about £25m a 
year. From May, Pay As You 
Earn codes will be altered to 
remove the tax charge. 

It was also announced yes- 
terday that telecommunica- 
tion companies looking to buy 
licences to operate third- 
generation mobile phone ser- 
vices wfll receive tax relief. 

It is expected that, by the 
end of the financial year, an 
auction win have been held for 
a series of licences that will op- 
erate for 20 years. 

Tax relief will be spread 
over the life of the licence and 
will be legislated in 2000. The 
measure is designed to ensure 
consistent tax treatment for 
mobile communication ser- 
vices. 

ANDREW BUNCOMBE 



Norman Lamont: original 

proposer of phones tax 
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Well-meaning, but gimmicks don’t help entrepreneurs 


JUDGING By the "enterprise" word 
count in yesterday’s Budget this 
should have been a package of 
measures lair to make the busi- 
nessman's heartbeat race with ex- 
citement I counted eight uses of the 
word in the first four minutes of the 
speech alone. So was this the 
promised Budget for enterprise, a 
Budget that will allow Britain to 
"succeed in the new economy and 
lead in the new century**? 

Not really, is probably the fairest 
judgement although neither can the 
Chancellor be faulted for lack of en- 
thusiasm. He went at it hammer 
and tongs, and what with all the stuff 
about electronic commerce, the 
Internet and building the high-tech 
companies of the future, at least he 
demonstrated in a breathless sort 
of way a willingness to try. Unfor- 
tunately, the substance foil a long 
way short of the rhetoric. 

Let us start with the really neg- 
ative bits. Gordon Brown was par- 
ticularly disingenuous when 
presenting the intention to reduce 
national insurance contributions 


as a tax cut for business. Sure, he 
wiD be cutting the level of employ- 
er contribution, but to a level which 
is higher than the one he inherited 
from the last government 

And for next tax year, the high- 
er rate will rule, with the new lower 
level not lacking in until the next 
century. National insurance is a 
payroll tax, so it hits service in- 
dukry employers, whose main cost 
is Labour, particularly bard. Such 
companies will have difficulty tak- 
ing advantage of the extra capital 
allowances for small to medium- 
sized companies announced in yes- 
terday's Budget This from a 
Chancellor who wants to encourage 
people-based Internet companies. 
Shame on you, Mr Brown. 

The measures to encourage 
employee share ownership seem to 
be reasonable enough - buy one, 
get one free - and allowing em- 
ployees to make such purchases 
out of gross income was an added 
bonus. However, for most earners 
it will continue to make more 
sense to top up the pension 


scheme out of gross income than 
to take the risk of investing in the 
company they work for ; 

As for the enterprise manage- 
ment incentive scheme, this is just 
an ill-thought-out gimmifflr No- 
body is going to quit a highly paid 
job in a secure organisation and 
take a high-risk enterprise for this. 
The manager who does so will still 
be tax disadvantaged against the 
owner-proprietor, one of the many 
examples in this Budget of how Mr 
Brown’s desire to please has served 
only to make matters more complex 
and confusing 

There are measures, for in- 
stance, to allow employees to take 
home their companies’ cast-off per- 
sonal computers without being 
taxed for them as if they were a ben- 
efit. What the Chancellor gives, he 
takes away again. Other benefits in 
kind will fall subject to national in- 
surance for the first time. | 

As for the new 10 per cent cor- 
poration tax starting rate for com- 
panies earning profits of less thsin 
£50,000, this, on dose inspection m 



JEREMY 

Warner 


the documents, appears to be just 
an outright fib. In fact, the 10 per 
cent rate applies only to the first 
£10,000 of profit The other cuts in 
the rate of corporation tax, to 20 and 
30 per cent depending on size, do 
not even go half way to compen- 
sating for the extra tax and bene- 
fit burden that business will bear as 
a result of the already announced 
changes to the system of advance 
corporation tax. 

It is an old, but important tru- 
ism; governments do most for 
business simply by staying out of 


its way. Unfortunately, very few 
politicians seem prepared to abide 
by this principle. Instead of dis- 
mantling the paraphernalia of law, 
regulation and state that stands in 
the way of the efficient operation 
of tiie free market, they seem only 
to want to add to it, certain in their 
conviction that by meddling they 
can somehow improve the lot of file 
small businessman and entrepre- 
neur; as well as the wider pros- 
perity of the economy. 

There is no more passionate be- 
liever in the need to meddle than 
the present Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer Having in his first year at 
No ll established some of the 
building blocks for a stable and 
prosperous economy-^ 
independently determined mone- 
tary policy and a rigid set of rules 
to keep the public finances on the 
straight and narrow - there came 
the question of what next 

Mr Brown proclaimed this task 
as that of tackling the productivity 
gap between the United Kingdom 
and its major competitors. He 


wants to dismantle the cartels and 
promote competition, to modernise 
our workforce through training and 
education, and above all to promote 
high-tech small business and en- 
trepreneurialism as the road to 

salvation. . . 

ftew people would contest tne 
mission statement The imple- 
mentation is another matter alto- 
. - ■ 


Budget is going to add much to the 
party. 

On the other band, the Chan- 
cellor continues to get it about 
right with the big numbers. There 
isa mild fiscal stimulus - amount- 
ing to £6bn over three years - with 
the whole of that benefit directed 
at the less well off Perhaps sur- 
prisingly Mr Brown does not ap- 
pear to be hitting the better off to 
pay for this limited degree of wealth 
distribution. 

The money is found courtesy of 
the present very healthy state of the 
public finances, as is the extra for 
government spending. To make 


the figures add up. howevw; the 
Chancellor is being forced to make 
some very optimistic assumptions 
about the outlook fw the economy 
So far he has been lucky mvtlas ; 
front. Although the e«mony ba&nat 
performed as well as hoped, tte .- 
public finances hare, with tax re- 
ceipts coming in higher than ce-.; 
pected and spending lower 
former chancellors know, that kind 
of luck does not go on fw* ever. * 1 
Even so. there is no reason fo ; 
start worrying unduly about the •- 
macro economy quite yet. The 
biggest gift that Mr Brown has sir : 
far bestowed on British business 
has nothing to do with the gim- 
mickry of yesterday’s Budget, ; 
Rather, it is in the stability that' 
sound public finances and low in- 
flation arc at Last bringing to the 
British economy. 

Unfortunately for Mr Brown, for 
this to pay dividends in terms of the 
enterprise culture he strives for is : 
going to take time, patience and a 
Government that stays out of every- 
one’s hair. 



Plaudits for 


the handout 


that wasn’t 


City Reaction 


THE CHANCELLOR won plau- 
dits in the City yesterday for a 
deft budget presentation which 
conveyed the impression that 
he was giving away more than 
he actually did. 

Stephen Bell chief econo- 
mist at Deutsche Bank, said: 
“W? are used to chancellors and 
finance ministers standing up 
and pretending to be prudent 
when they are being profligate. 
Gordon Brawn has done the op- 
posite and succeeded in ap- 
pearing to be profligate when 
he is not." 

He pointed out that of the 
£4bn being given away in tax 
cuts, the vast majority is being 
clawed back elsewhere. 

The real giveaway does not 
kick in until 2001 - the proba- 
ble year of the next general 
election. 

The headline figures showed 
£lbn being injected into the 
economy in 1999. with a further 
£1.4bn nest year. 

The City had generally ex- 
pected this year's budget to be 
neutral or mildly expansionist 
overall and by all accounts that 
was what it got 

"It was a very good presen- 
tation" Mr Bell said, adding: 
"None of the cheap wisecracks, 
a clever use of quotations from 
the Opposition, and then com- 
ing back after he had appar- 
ently dealt with income tax 
with the lp cut next year. It was 
the performance of a man who 
feels on top of his job." 

The Chancellor's attempts to 
appear both generous and pru- 
dent at the same time (fid cause 


some Initial confusion in the 
City. 

While the stock market rose, 
the gilts market saw some sell- 
ing. 

The FTSE 100 index closed 
up 28.9 points at 6J37.7. al- 
though, with the Chancellor 
still on his feet at A3 Open, when 
the stock market closed, the full 
reaction mil not be seen until 
share trading resumes today. 

City observers said that the 
tax cots, particularly for the 
lower-paid and middle-income 
families, would help to get ret- 
icentshoppers back into spend- 
ing mood - good news for the 
hard-pressed retail sector and 
for consumer goods compa- 
nies generally. 

However, the water compa- 
nies and BAA, the airports op- 
erator, saw their shares fall 
following the announcement 
that the new, tougher Office of 
Bhir Trading is to investigate 
charges in those industries. 

Mike Grimble, economist at 
Norwich Union, the insurance 
group, said: "It looks as though 
he has found a way to puta bit 
more into the economy, which 
is what you need -and there is 
a longer-term feel to it, too. 

“There is enough in this to 
keep the economy ticking over 
More money in the back pock- 
et wfl] help consumer confi- 
dence." 

The supply-side measures 
were also seen as helpful par- 
ticularly the Chancellor's efforts 
to remove distortions in the tax 
and benefit system which dis- 
courage people from seeking 


work. The doubts centred 
mainly on Mr Brown's decision 
to stick by his earlier forecasts 
of 1-1.5 per cent growth this 
year accelerating to 2.25-2.75 
per cent in 2000, which are still 
more optimistic than City con- 
sensus. 

The Chancellor's apparent 
largess also raised concern 
that the Bank of England may 
be less inclined to cut rates fur- 
ther as a result 

Some in the City would have 
liked the Chancellor to have 
been salting away more at this 
stage in case unemployment, 
which is currently at levels 
much lower than anyone ex- 
pected at this stage, were to rise 
sharply again. 

A big worry is the United 
States economy, which is still 
growing far foster than anyone 
expected but could easily turn 
down at any time. 

At BTAlexJBrown, Bob Sem- 
ple sad: “These are qrnte periy 
growth forecasts. There may be 
some concern that if things 
are worse than expected pub- 
lic finances could end up in a 
tangle." 

However Paul Timball at 
Merrill Lynch argued that the 
Chancellor may not be sticking 
his neck out as much as many 
in the City think, even if inter- 
est rates do not come down by 
much from now on. 

“We have growing evidence 
that the economy is recover- 
ing," he said, pointing out that 
most of the measures in the 
Budget were supply-side mea- 
sures intended to improve long- 



The Chancellor was still on his feet when the London Stock Exchange dosed yesterday; hut City reaction so for has been positive 
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term productivity. “Overall the 
budget should {underpin the 
improving prospects for the 
economy," he said. 

Many of the measures - par- 
ticularly the introduction of the 
lOp rate of tax andj the abolition 


of mortgage interest rate relief 
- had been well trailed. 

The City had expected vari- 
ous tax allowances to encour- 
age innovation and research 
spending, and for sma ll busi- 
ness, although the across-the- 


board cut in both corporation 
tax and income tax came as a 
surprise. 

There was relief too that 
that the Government had 
recognised the need to ensure 
that the new energy tax (fid not 


add to the overall burden of cor- 
porate taxation. 

Robin Aspinall at National 
Australia Bank, said: "It is dif- 
ficult to point to anything which 
is going to hurt the economy. 
Tbe equity market likes a bit of 


tive-now-pay-Jaten There is just 
a hint of the (Oskar) Lafontaine 
[Germany's Finance Minister! 
- it is our duty to support 
growth; a bit pinkish." 

ANDREW GARFIELD 
Financial Editor 


New measures will help to stamp out serious fraud 


ACCOUNTANTS AND Other tax 
experts warmly welcomed the 
Chancellor's decision not to 
proceed with a general anti- 
avoidance rule (GAARJ for cor- 
porate direct taxes or a 
mini-GAAR for VAT on con- 
struction services. They had re- 
garded the proposals issued by 
the Inland Revenue last au- 
tumn as likely to be highly dis- 
ruptive to business. 

However, a statement is- 
sued by the Inland Revenue 
and Customs & Excise after the 


Chancellor sat down an- 
nounced a package of mea- 
sures aimed at “securing the 
tax base" that was expected to 
yield more than £ibn over three 
years and protect a further 
£3bn of future revenues. 

In addition, it is intended that 
next year's Finance Bill wiD 
contain measures to modernise 
the Inland Revenue’s powers 
for the criminal investigation of 
suspected serious tax fraud. In 
the meantime, draft clauses 
will be issued for consultation. 


AVOIDANCE 


While accountants noted 
that Mr Brown regarded the 
GAAR approach as an option 
for the future if more specific 
legislation did not deter tax 
avoidance, they were encour- 
aged by the appearance of two 
measures aimed at sophisti- 
cated large companies. 

One stamps out the practice 
of avoiding capital gains taxa- 
tion arising from the sale of a 


subsidiary through paying a 
dividend, selling the company 
to an offshore subsidiary and 
then making the real “outside 
sale”. This is expected to yield 
f3 30m a year. j 

The other stops companies 
avoiding UK tax on tax haven 
incc«nebyprotectinghtiinH^h 
passing a large US dividend 
through the controlled foreign 
company. This is expected to 


yield between £50m and OOOm. 

In addition, the Inland Rev- 
enue announced its intention to 
crack down on “one-man com- 
panies", or what it calls “per- 
sonal service provision". 

Noting that there has been 
concern about the hiring of in- 
dividuals though their own ser- 
vice companies so they can 
exploit the tax advantages of- 
fered by corporates, it says it 


will be discussing the practical 
application of such measures 
with a view to introducing leg- 
islation in April 2000. 

Nicholas Woolf, tax partner 
with accountants Arthur An- 
dersen. said that drawing the One 
between genuine seffemptoyed 
contractors and those who are 
employees will be (fifficuh Cor the 

Revenue - and that is the likely 

reason for the consultation. 


There was also an attack on 
the practice designed to avoid 
the payment of stamp duty. 
Hitherto, companies have been 
able to avoid paying stamp duty 
by travelling abroad, signing the 
documents and leaving them in 
the chosen country. Now, in- 
terest wffl arise if tbe documents 
are brought back into the coun- 
try, for example, fen* a legal 
case. The Government also an- 
nounced plans to modernise 
payments and penalties asso- 
ciated with stamp duty. 


MAKE YOUR COMMUNICATIONS MORE EFFICIENT, 

GET OFF THE PHONE. 


There are plenty of other uses for the telephone line. With electronic communications you can save time and money on long distance phone calls, faxes and couriers. IT can do so much more 
for your company. Microsoft can provide you with a small business solution that's designed to make your life easier. See your Microsoft supplier or visit vnra.mlerosofteom/BK/yo^ or 

J 

get back on the phone and call 0345 00 1000 e<t. 203. 


Solutions for Small Business 
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Customs & Excise also an- 
nounced measures that it said 
would protect £1.5bn of future. 
VAT revenue. 

There will also be measures 
to counter VAT abuse through 
misuse of the capital goods 
scheme, timing the submis- 
sion of returns to exploit the 
repayment supplement provi- 
sions and assigning debts to ' 
third parties to reduce the 
amount oTVAT due or Hfliming 
too much bad debt relief 

Roger trap? 
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Andy Blackmoore 


A prudent giveaway Budget — but it did not address storting's strength, said the'IoD 

A cautious welcome 
m the boardrooms 


THE BUSINESS community 
broadly welcomed Gordon 
Brown's third Budget, pr anging 
its focus on enterprise. “Severn 
out of 10,” said Ruth Lea, head 
erf the policy unit at the Institute 
of Directors. “We’re pleased - 
especially about the measures 
for small and medium-sized 
companies ” . 

But executives worried 
about what the Chancellor did 
not sayto particular his silence 
on two crucial problems facing 
^xhzstry- the high pound and 
ole economic sluggishness of 
the country’s key continental 
European trading partners. 

"the Chancellor’s Budget 
was based on an optimistic 
forecast for the economy going 
out three years," said Alan 
Armitage, chief economist of 
the Engineering Employers’ 
Federation. “If that forecast 
turns out to-be wrong, then 
everything the Chancellor said 
would be called into question.” 

Executives were surprised 
that the Budget was not fiscal- 
ly neutral, as predicted, but con- 


Business Reaction 


tained tax cuts worth £4bn. 
And they worried that the rel- 
ative looseness of the Budget 
might hold back the Bank of 
England in its push to lower in- 
terest rates from their current 
5.5 per centleveL 

“The overall stance of the 
Chancellor was that it was a 
prudent give-away Budget,” 
said Ms Lea. “If that’s the case 
it could stop lower interest 
rates, and that would be bad.” 

Other executives noted that 
despite the focus an enterprise, 
the Chancellor said nothing 
about cutting red tape. “Wfe 
still have to live with themim- 
mum wage,” said Ms Lea. “We 
still have to live with restric- 
tions on the working week im- 
posed by Brussels.” 

Reaction was divided be- 
tween big business, small and 
meefinm-sized businesses, and 
bodies repres enting the coun- 
try’s 4 millio n self-employed. 

Big business was relieved at 


the absence of new taxes. 
“Large compani es have had to 
digest tremendous structural 
change over the past 18 
m onths, ” said David Cruick- 
shanir, London tax partner at 
accountants Detaitte & Touche 
“They will be happy there’s a 
breather” 

Small anrt medium-sized 
businesses were most upbeat 
“I’m very positive,” said Mark 
Dixon, chief executive of Regns, 
the world’s largest operator of 
business centres. “It seems 
the Chancellor wants to get the 
country into high competitive 
mode. It seems Kke he’s getting 
the country in the right mode 
for the new millennium. " 

The Chancellor’s focus on 
enterprise pleased Jonathan 
Clarke, a director of venture 
capital group Cizrven and a 

spokesman for tlw British "Ven- 
ture Capital Association. “We 
asked for tax breaks of £250^000 
to fa cilitate moves by execu- 


tives in mqjor companies to 
small, high-risk start-ups,” he 
said. “The Chancellor an- 
nounced tax breaks worth 
£100,000. Still, that’s definitely 
a step in the right direction.” 

- Even smaD businesses found 
much to cheer. “The reduction 
in the lowest band of business 
tax from 20 to 10 per cent on 
profits of less than £50^)00 wfll 
give a tremendous boost, to 
small retailers, to the comer 
shop,” said Pamela Webber; 
rhtof economist of the British 
Retail Consortium. 

The sharpest criticism of 
the Budget came from repre- 
sentatives of the se&empioyed. 
“The Chancellor missed the 
target,” said Ian Handford, 
chairman of the Federation of 
SmaD Businesses. 

“The budget for the selfem- 
ployed was a bit grim. Consid- 
ering there are 4 miltian 
self-employed, and the sector is 
growing, this was a serious 
oversight,” said Mr Handford. 

PETER KOENIG 


Enterprise culture is given 
a mixed bag of sweeteners 


“THE BUSINESS success stories of 
tomorrow need all the help the Govern- 
ment can give them today." So said the 
CtmfederahonifBritishlndusliymitsi^ 
Budget submission. The Government 
has itself frequently talked about the 
need to encourage so-called serial 
entrepreneurs. What then, has the Chan- 
cellor delivered? 

His speech suggested the best ince n- 
tives m a generation, but doserins^^ 
suggested more mixed bag. Measures to 
create an environment encouraging en- 
terprise and innovation on a tax-friendly 
basis are a key *h«Tn» of t h i s mid-term 
Budget There are also strong EnkS'with 
the encouragement to individuals to 
gain personal technological skflk and 


Arthur 

Andersen 


The range of measures is veiy wide, but 
the value of scone is EkeJty to be smaD. 
Whether they are sufficient to deliver an 
enterprise culture remains to be seen. The 
US lesson is that en tre pr eneurial success 
requires a combination of factors. Tax 
breaks have their place, but equally im- 
portant is a willingness to embrace 

rh angp ) tho fl vaflshiKiy nf tdriTtori managpr s 

and access to capital markets. The Gov- 
ernment's role is to provide fee enabling 
infrastructure, and this Budget goes 
further in its scope than merely the tax 
aspects. 

The Budget announcements on re- 
search and development credits, enter- 
prise management incentives and 
measures to encourage wider employee 
share ownership, combined with the new 
10 per cent small enmp a nfas rate of tax 
(onty on liie first £10,000 of profits, not the 
first £50,000), are the main planks of this 
support 

R&D credits are novel as they provide 
cash at 24 per cent of expenditure even 
in advance of profits, and 12 j 5 per cent fiff 
taxpayers, but mrtunffl 2000. With the ex- 
tension for a year of higher first-year al- 
lowances at 40 per cent for SMEs (small 
ami medium-sized enterprises), the im- 
mediate effect is to yield small amounts 
of cash flow relief to a fairly wide audience 
- spreading Mr Brown’s bets. He is also 

foriwrin g mnwy cm sriwifp. m \mhrereitieK, 
with limi ted funds for highTecb start-ups. 

Wfe awatt (Mails eagerfy. 

The measures to promote share own- 


ership are meant to encourage a rise in 
companies in which aD employees hare 

rtwj> nharw-o ftp ftnIH shar w; It IS dear that 

society cannot rely on a few Richard Bran- 
sons, and that successful companies need 
a skilled wo rk for ce equally motivated 
and engaged to growing the business. 

There is no doubt that having an in- 
terest in a business is strongly motivat- 
ing. The question has always been 
whether share incentives are the best way 
of delivaring this, particularly in unquot- 
ed companies whWe there is neither a 
reacty market for the shares nora cultural 
appetite for widespread share owner- 
ship. Bui a start needs to be made, and it 
is easy to forget how wide share owner- 
ship has become since Sid in the early 
Ei gh ties. 

The detailed proposals on corporate 
venturing are the other piece of the puz- 
zle designed to bring the resources ofhig 
business into the entrepreneurial mar- 
ketplace. Again this concept has been 
drawn from the US. The possibilities 
here are an investment reUefBnked to the 
amount of the upfront investment and/or 
reliefmi exit The Chancellor has chosen 
to delay publication of proposals, with im- 
plementation still planned far 2000. 

Our research indicates that business 
would generally prefer a mechanism to 
allow bofo foe investee and investing com- 
panies to make use of start-cq) loss- 

es, and which wt^ require ontyrdatively 
minor reform of existing consortium and 
corporation tax reliefs. What the Chan- 
cellor has decided remains to be seen. 

As with all these matters, however; the 
proof of the pudding win be in the eating. 
There is a danger that with so much 
reform m recent years, business appetite 
for change has been dulled, in particular 
if Ihe price to pay is more legislation. As 
the Chancellor said, all businesses^ value 
stability and simplicity - entrepreneurs 
more than most abhor red tape. Unfor- 
tunately the Govemment/Inland Rev- 


enue record here islets than perfect The 
tax law initiative to draft legislation in 
dearer terms is proceeding at a snail's 
pace, an! the initial payments on account 
regulations are just one example of draft 

legislation that brought uncertainty rather 
than clarity. 

Clearly, many of the proposed reforms 
will involve quite detailed technical 
changes, often for small amounts. How- 
ever, if these are to suc>:eed they need to 
be implemented in the light spirit, which 
means the various enforcement authori- 
ties need to buy into the approach. It is pos- 
itive to note that the ill-tronceived general 
anti avoidance rule appears to have been 
shelved in favour of a number of specific 
measures to counter avnidance in defined 
areas. Wfe strongly opposed the rule, ns did 
many others; in this case consultation has 
proved to be effective. 

The reason we are aD talking about the 
need to promote enlrepre incurs is the ex- 
pectation that at least soi nc will succeed 
and preunote higher growth. Many of the 
measures announced have been about en- 
couraging investment and start-ups. The 
other end rt the business cycle is equal 
ty important 

Serial entrepreneurs and share- 
owning employees alike need exit route* 
Tax is a major cost in the entrepreneur's 
personal profit-aud- loss account, and it is 
encouraging that with the uxlunrion uf cap- 
ital gains taper relief to sc rial Enterprise 
Investment Scheme lEISt reinvestments, 
the nation's entrepreneurs should even- 
tually come to pay tax at .10 per cent. In 
practice, they will do so o nly if they ran 
comply with the restriction is on these tax 
reliefs. One still has to question whether 
the existing ElSregimeistaocQmplex and 
detailed. 

Equally critical is the need for access 
to capital markets. Entrep reneurs, em- 
ployees and investors all need liquidity to 
more on. Currently the smarter listed com- 
pany market in the UK, is relatively 
unencouraged and significantly under- 
performing - something for the Chancel- 
lor to address next year perhaps. Fbr the 
moment, however; a good Budget for 
business people and their employees. 

David. Sproul is head qf corjwrate tar at 
asxxnmtcmts Arthur Ander&°n 


Arthur Andersen hai/e some Arthur Andersen convenient pocket-sized tax tables to given aiyvay to the 
first 500 callers of the Arthur Andersen Budget line - call 01753 608 327 \ 
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here can you 
go for unbi- 
ased infor- 
mation about 
_ _ B 2 ps? Get a 

Goldfish Guide for facts, not 
for a hard sell At this time of 
year it 'can seem as if every- 
one is trying to sell you a Fep. 
Investment companies are 
spending millions on adver- 
tising to win people over to 
their products. But what if you 
want more information before 
you decide if a Pep is right for 
you in the first place? 

Fortunately there is a way 
to avoid the hard sell and the 

vested interests of the finance 
industry. You can order an 
independently written Gold- 
fish Guide to Peps; there are 
# also Goldfish Guides to Mort- 
gages and Personal Iteratio n s. 
The Pep Guide explains 

exactly what a Pep is, puts the 
jargon in plain English, has 
some real-life examples of 
how Peps can help investors, 
and offers vital performance 
fig ures so you can compare 
one Pep company with 
another. There’s also a ten- 
point action plan to help you 
find the most suitable 
Pep company. 

Because Goldfish Guides 
don’t have a Pep of their own 
to sell, you can be assured 
you're getting unbiased infor- 
mation. Keen investor Tony 
Mundella, 48, of Famham in 
Surrey, is a big fen of the 
fli Guide. He says: “My wife 
and I wanted some back- 
ground information on Peps 
before we decided if it was 
worth us investing. 

“A work colleague said one 
of the other Goldfish Guides 




ADVERTISEMENT PROMOTION 



KEY FACTS 

Goldfish Guides — all the inform a t i on you need. 

More than 150,000 people have already found out how 
useful Goldfish Guides can be — look below to see the wide 
range of subjects covered. 

Remember, each Guide is written by an Independent 
expert and is updated regularly. 

They can save you dme and money - by explaining what 
to look for when you are shopping around for the best deal . 
TheyVe foil of Information and they're free. 


You can order the Guides hours ?. day by ringing 
,- ; r,d cuot'r.g INDAV3I 

0870 333 2100 

Or you can rtcurn the coupon on this prtgc or visit the 
Goldfish website at WW W.goldfish.COm 


[in a Goldfish Guide 


Peps uncovered 

Goldfish Guides are writte n by independent experts and aim to 
help readers understand their choices in clear and simple language 


been comparing all the 
different vacuum cleaners 
and that the company had 
started producing financial 

Goldfish 

Guide to Peps ands^ysitwas 
just what he needed. I liked 
the flow chart that helps j^u 
work out if you need a Pep, 

and if so, which sort to cfooroe- 

* * ix -a i tifmrimderstana 


is justwhatwe wanted, were 

^SlSeendof 

^GSS'uides are written 


by independent experts and 
aim to help readers under- 
stand their choices in dear 
and simple language. 

*My wife and I now 
understand the 
subject a lot better, 
which is just wbat 
we wanted* 


The Guides should save 
you time and money when you 
start shopping around 


because you’ll know what to 
look frn: and what to avoid to 
get the best deaL The three 
financial guides make vital 
reading, whether you plan to 
take out a Pep, personal 
pension or mortgage - or if 
you want to check that the 
financial products you hold 
are worth keeping. 

The Guides are regularly 
updated. They’re indepen- 
dent, andthey^re available to 
everybody. So order your free 
Goldfish Guides today. Pora 
fun list of all the other Gold- 
fish Guides, look at the adja- 
cent coupon. And remember. 


if you’re going to make the You need unbiased, clearly 
most of your money you need presented facts. Get them 
to make an informed decision from a Goldfish Guide, 
about what you spend it on. - 


Personal equity 
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ORDERYOUR FREE GOLDFISH GUIDES TODAY 


Financial Services cities 

• Pensions 

• Mortgages 

• Peps 


Home Improve m ent titles 

• Central heating 

• Replacement windows/doors 

• Conservatories 


Domestic appliance titles 

• Washers^ dryers 

■ Vacuum Cleaners 

■ Bulk-In cookers 

• Free-standing cookers 

Computer titles 

• Notebooks and laptops 

• PCs and pri me r s 

• Internet access 


Home entertainment titles Vehicle titles 

• Hi-fi separates • Small cars 

• Digital, TVs and VCRs • Family cars 

• SmaB vans 

• Large vans 

For each guide you request, please cell us when you plan to 
purchase a new make/model: 


Guide choice I 

When you plan to purchase. 
Guide choice 2 , . 


When you plan to purchase. 
Guide choice 3 


Wien you plan to purchase. 


Mr/Mrs/Miss Initials. 

Addfess, 


Surname. 


.Postcode. 


_Tet_ 


Pfran post (fits, free of charge, toe GoJdfMi Guides Ltd. FREEPOST 
MM JAM*, Savtfbrd-Upon-Aroa CV37 VSR, 

VVhatrpu ontarywr GoUhh Gukfcb) womwiesfcN be probe your deads » cnrAiy 

niaaM bounbaU name Bomponlax ukrtnM* in tbe GoWnih Curias, a* *•«* n othar 

uuiu|UriM "A&n our group. Canola pic. They may wtah to w4b to you with rtlwan irfanruMn. 
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Market Leaders Pick Their Market Leader 


Who is the economist with the 


eye in the Square Mile? 


Steven Bell 

Chief UK economise 


Deutsche Bank 
YOU NEED several qualities to 
stand out in the City. You 
require a distinctive view in 
financial markets and you have 
to outperform your fellow econ- 
omists. It is important to be able 

to communicate your point; to 
marketyour view. But it is best 
not to go too far and become 
something of a sensationalist 
I am reminded of Frank 
Sinatra’s view that success in 
showbbE is down to 95 per cent 
luck and 5 per cent talent - but 
don't bother trying if you haven’t 
got the talent Ear economists, 
it is important to have the tal- 
ent, but the other 95 per cent is 
your firm and your n iaT ~ fa*ting 
of yourself Obviously you Ve got 
to be a brilliant economist, too. 

I nominate Tim Cougdon for 
his sheer intellectual honesty 
and the fori that he consistently 
makes good calls on 1 the mar- 
ket I cannot miss otit Gavyn 
Davies, partly because he 
thinks the same way as me, but 

also because he is very good at 
applying solid economics to 
practical issues. 


Gavyn Davies 1 

Chief international economist 
Goldman Sachs 
EXCLUDING MY current col- 
leagues, I would Eke to nominate 
David Morrison and Jeremy 
Hale, now at Paribas. Having 
long worked with both of them. 
I can attest to their O utstanding 
talents. Another - former col- 
league. Sushil Wadhwani, at 
Tudor Investment is a superb 
economist who has written an 
outstanding - if pessimistic - 
study of the bull market in US 

stocks far the National TnsHhtfg 

Also, on the buy side, I have 
always admired both Bin Mar- 
tin of Phillips and Drew, and 
Michael Hughes of Barings. 

Finally, how can one overlook 
the magnificent Meryyn Kin g at 
the Bank of England, the tough- 
est competitor that private sec- 
tor City economists (fortu- 
nately} never had. 




- - 

City economist must be agobef 
economist Lehman’s hawV.;-. 
good team, with global chief ' v 
economist John Llewellyn and" r 
Russell Jones in Tbkyo. I vraufil .V 
also cite Gerard Lyons of DKB 

and James Stewart oTWeavrgv :.r. 
mg Capital. Some economists . 
can suffer from analysis paraL '.J. \ 
ysds and a failure to reach a coo- 
elusion. The City requires its . - 
economists to have a view; a ' : 
strong framework to make " 
sense of the world helps. . ;T.' 

Tim Congdon at Lombard - - 
Street Research has been a ' ■■ ■ 
leader in promoting the 
portance of the money supply 
as an indicator. 



Stephen Lewis 

Chief economist 
Monument Derivatives 
THERE ARE three City econo- 
mists who stand out immedi- 
ately. The first is Gerard Lyons 
who is quite a good economist 
who has steady judgement. 
Then I'd pick out Avinash Per- 
saud from JP Morgan. He Is a 
very fine communicator, which 
is essential for the economist 
A particularly valuable at- 
tribute is the ability to pick out 
key trends, and Peter Warm of 
Cazenove certainly has this. - 


mm 


Hm Congdon, managing director of Lombard Street Research: Economist most admired by hi s colleagues for his tauitifarions qna E 




Tim Congdon 

Managing director 
Lombard Street Research 
I AM particularly in sympathy 
with Paul Turnbull at Merrill 
Lynch and David Smith at 
Williams de Broe. Like Gordon 
Pepper in the 1970s. they recog- 
nise that the behaviour of the 


money supply is crucial to the 
economic outlook and have a 
good forecasting record to 
prove it 

Gavyn Davies is, of course, 
unique. Not only is he highly 
rated by the institutions, but he 
also has immense in fl u e n c e 
with the present Government 
His work is always compre- 
hensive, well-argued and in- 
telligent although I am not 
sure he has really understood 
the crucial role of money and 
banking in the economy. 


Michael Hughes 

Director 

Barings Asset Management 
There are people who work 


weD forthe non -financial, non- 
City client there are those who 
are ideal for the trading desk; 
and there are those whose 
work particularly suits the 
strategists, the fund managers. 

Fbr the client who is not 
enormously financially dued 
up, I would say that Roger 
Bootle is the perfect City econ- 
omist thanks to his excellent 
communication skills. 

Ebr tiie traders, it is impor- 
tant that the economist is able 
to establish a fair value for the 
financial markets. Gavyn 
Davies and Tim Congdon are 
partkmlariygoodatthis.Fbrtbe 
fund-manager audience, their 
economist needs to have a very 


Neville Elder 


good feel for and be a particu- 
larly good judge of the market 
Tony Plummer at Guinness 
Flight Hamhro is a fine exam- 
ple of this type of economist 


taking a radical view. My nom- 
inee fits into this category. He 
may get it wrong som etim es 
but 1^1 were managing money, 

I would want to listen to him. 


Roger Bootle 

Managing director 
Capital Economics 
AN ECONOMIST I greatly ad- 
mire is Tim Congdon of Lom- 
bard Street His qualities are 
multifarious: he is original, 
forthright and completely un- 
afraid of differing from the 
consensus. 

If you are managing money 
it is important to listen to a 
spread of independent ideas 
from people who are capable of 


Bronwyn Curtis 
Former chief economist 
Nomura International 
I ADMIRE two or three econo- 
mists for different reasons. 
There is Brian Reading at 
Lombard Street whom I admire 
for his thought-provoking idio- 
syncratic approach. He always 
comes up with interesting 
ideas. I do not agree with him 
on some things, though, par- 
ticularly Europe. But he is al- 
ways worth reading on 


international financial issues. 

I also single out Richard 
Partes of the Centre for Eco- 
nomic Polity Research, who 
singlehandedty regenerated 
work on European and UK pol- 
icy issues. He stands out be- 
cause he is able to apply acade- 
mic work to economic policy Fhr- 
thermore, he is interesting and 
useful to the decision makers. 


David JVtackJe 

Vice-president, European 
economic analysis 
JP Morgan 

IF I HAD to nominate two econ- 
omists who stood out from the 
crowd, I would choose Martin 
Brookes of Goldman Sachs and 


Tim Congdon of Lombard 
Street 

I choose Martin because he 
is bright, insightful and one of 
the more thoughtful econo- 
mists Iknow. He likes to look at 
the bigger issues and long- 
term picture. As for Tim, he, too, 
is a man who engages in the 
wider picture. Eqpalbr impor- 
tant hfo reporte are interesting. 

Fhnnily enough, I rarely agree 
with him and I do not admire 
him ideologically but a s a Cily 
economist he is worth reading. 


Marian Bell 

Head of Treasury Research 
Royal Bank of Scotland 
FIRST AND foremost a good 


Adam Cole 

UK economist 
HSBC 

WELL THE only true objective - 
assessment of how competent 
an economist is would be the 
surveys of the client base, such 
as the Ex tel and Reuters ones. •“ 
They tend to be really ruthless 
measures of performance. But 
getting it right in terms of fore- 
cast numbers is not the end of 
the game. Really it’s barely 
even the start 
For me, the places with the 
best City economist teams are 
Merrill Lynch and Dresdner 
Kldnwort Benson. These are 
the economists who rate con- 
sistently and solidly in the sur- - : 
veys. If I were to have to pick a 
team of economists I’d pick ei- 
ther Merrill Lynch’s. led by 
. Paul XUrabull cur DKB’s.Ied by“ 
David Owen. 

I pick DKB because every- 
thing they do, they do wdLlhrir 
dients are immensely pleased 
with their work. Merrill Lynch 
stands out for the accessibility 
of the reports. They are easy to 
read and easy to digest 

Interviews By 
Sally Chatterton , 
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BUSINESS TO BUSINESS 


Mv Favourite Restaurant: James Dyson 


Franchises 


Franchises 


TG. 


Franchises 


Partners Wanted 


MORTGAGE BROKER FRANCHISE 

EXCLUSIVE AREAS NATIONALLY 
1 All computer software provided plus in-house training 
Leads provided (if required) from our own Telemarketing Department 
NO INITIAL OUTLAY NECESSARY 

rmes ‘ mentl "gsjrsflKs 1 

RoyaUes only £210 per morth - absolutely no other deductions 

Excellent Earnings Potential 
This is YOUR business under a common title - ( Not just an Agency ) 
Telephone now for a Prospectus 
■ 01677 4 2 3 9 7 3 (North) 01920 44421 1 (South) 


Expense Reduction Analysts (ERA), arguably the LBCs 


Unpretentious 

food - by design 


a»^e«t«aa»g^ion^intJfodtfc»te across the UK to 
Jarour Associate you wfl be runring 

ywv own professional, Tiorie based consultancy as part 
of a worldwide team, finked by our exclusive Interns# 
System providing supplier databases, pricing Wwmalion 
and much more. 


■ Jfyoo hava ever thought of naming yooceum. business 
EWButency then you must consider a ERA. 

For any £18.900 plus VAT our package includes: 


Services 


Services 


Serious Debts . . . 

“ Now your creditors really can 
help - by legally reducing your 
debts by up to 87% and stopping 
the interest charges! 9 ’ © 


No catches. No gimmicks. No commitments 
Start with just ns 


• ISO accredited training, m consultancy 
aqperience is necessary 1 Ji ' 

• Prow* bietnesa system withtogfl successwortiwkfe 

• Fantastic earring potential, £80,000 ptsfetear two 

• Exceptional suppext as part rf a 


JAMES DYSON, the man whose 
bagless vacuum cleaner be- 
came a bestseller; names Blue- 
print Cafe as his favourite 
eatery - a fitting choice for an 
entrepreneurial designer. 

Part of the Conran Group, 
Blueprint is located within Lon- 
don's Design Museum com- 
plex. Fbr the past two years Mr ■ 
Dyson hashed a trustee of the 
museum, and its chair man 
since January . 

But tins, says Mr Dyson, is 
not why he nominates Blue- 
print Rather; it is for “the 





All Rates are 
All da ) & Every day 


EXPENSE REDUCTION ANALYSTS 


To find out more call; 01962 849444 


If ^ haw unsecured dabts ovw £20,000. you havo an 

assets - and to say the ksast It to 
difficult tar you to make tfie repayments - 


■ Your creditors really eon understand your problems. 

■ They can appreciate you* cwrenx payments are too high. 

* 3,1 a ® rec 10 000 S«*tly reduced affordable 

monthly pa yment. 

■ You only have to pay tftta tar a limited time. 

■ The Interns! charges win be ** q pped. 

■ Up to 87% ol yew debts will be written off. 


ml” t )f”n lialp ?? »**«”*> <* cDent. across 
me UK ara maMcaPy and toffifly reduce thoir debts - 

**“"*,' bo *J- wl,h »**■ creditors ft* 
permission - without bavins to borrow any further money. 

Now you can end all the worry and pressure - we wfU 

hai y 1 th0 pro T Qn creditor approved 
success and haw this remarkable legUattan win 
work for you. 

For bee professional advice wRh afl the right legal 
answers - call ug now in complete confidence. 

PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE IT TOO LATE 



1 nc search tor vnur 
own executive business ends here 


™*npfayiBMt b cunwrtfy fa Iommi tor atatol 20 yam; dbSnetridi 
!^ t !? , r. ? M ln - n> l,,t ataB *' — «n*wtty draanUg to 

hire On bed candUtaa. Hunam can mate BwdMaraoca. 


ZD emstn. a rold lodbig pan. 




floor and there are these great 
big plategiass windows with 
stunning views of the riven" 

And the reason that thrills him, 

he says, is sheer nostalgia. 

Iii the late Sixties, Mr Dyson, 
sow a multimillionaire and 
chairman of Dyson Appliances, 
designed a high-speed river 

landing craft the Sea Uruck. A 

spell in Blueprint brings back 

to him the industrial smells and 
frozen-mouth syndrome he 
experienced cruising up and 
down the Thames demon- 
arid 


MALATSU 15 p 


I hM a tost tag and hM to tad* toner nnhuMWi 

" pnfltato bntau. 



visited the 


cafe about once a month for the 
past five years. “It has a bustle 
and a buzz and it’s very re- 
laxed," he says. He has dined 
there with his company’s over- 
seas distributors, “the odd Cily 
person" and Design Museum 
trustees. It is also a convenient 
fomfly meeting spot, being be- 
tween his own home in Chelsea 
and his son's in Islington, 

He doubts whether the 
cafe’s staff; mainly cheerful 
New Zealanders, know him, 
but he appreciates the way 

fhpv nretanrl U ..J 


feels welcomed. Although he 


admits he rarely looks at his 
credit-card slip when be pays, 
he thinks a meal there “is very 
cheap”. 

He likes the cafe’s “simple; 
but well-cooked unpretentious . : 
food”, such as fresh fish and 
rocket salad. Thanks to the 
Persuasive powers of the wait- 
ers. he nearly always chooses -- 
a New Zealand wine. 


INTERVIEWED BT 
NAOMI MARKS 


Blueprint Cq/g, The Design' . 
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KING 


Turn our expertise 
into your export ease 


L O H P H N Y 
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0800 214964 


Whaberyou are a riiswimeror an estaWisb«J nponer, make 
ibe Govtmmon Exports Websne your Hrei port of call for 
developing capon strategy and overaas sales leads and rnn^i. 
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Investment 


Poor old Bill Gates just can’t stop getting richer 


BfflS,? ^ questioa ^ you were 
me nCheSt 10311 011 
planet, how would yon organise 
^tfour investments? Thanks to JFbr- 
the US business magazine, we 

now know most of the answers - 
f™. ’ery instructive they are too. 
itninfc the question could usefully 
be set as a core question for fi- 
uancial advisers in their exams 
®etow the one that goes: how 
much is a 3 per cent commission on 

this second-rate unit trust/endow- 

ment policy worth to me?) 

We are talking big numbers 
here. Even though Bill Gates keeps 
selling stock in Microsoft, he can- 
not <fo it quickfy enough to keep up 
with the explosive growth of the 
value of his remaining sharp h^fd- 
ing His holding in Microsoft is down 
from 44 per cent to 185 per cent, but 
the incredible 59 per cent com- 
pound annual rate at which the 


shares have grown since the firm 


his holding is now worth more 
than $75 billion, and still rising. 

Microsoft shares are up 50 per 
cent sauce the Justice Department 

(in ~ -»*« 1 ■ m. 1.1 


stop the Microsoft juggernaut Vfer- 
ren Buffett called the shares “the 
best performing endowment fund 
in the world” 

Sensible fellow that he is. Gates 
is unloading his shares and giving 
than to charily. According to Jbr- 
tune, he sells an average of 80,000 
shares in Microsoft every day He 
has set up two charitable founda- 
tions to dispense help to philan- 
thropic causes: their assets amount 
to $&5bEL They have given away 
8350m, more than most ftartune 500 
companies earn in a yean And 
Gates has his personal investment 


portfolio worth $5bn - small beer 
compared with his Microsoft stock, 
but the kind of sum that still de- 
mands a modicum of attention. 

So how does Michael Larson, 
the investment manager looking ■ 
after the Gates billions, deal with 
all that money?. 

His strategy is fundamentally 
simple. Gates, ha ving made his fbr- 
tnnei, is no hurry to lose it His foun- 
dations, with their constant need 
for cash, are more interested in se- 
curing their capital and a decent 
income than they are in creating 
huge capital gains. The watch- 
words here are risk minimisation, 
not maarimising returns. 

The biggest problem Gates has 
as an investor is to reduce the 
heavy c on c ent ration of his wealth 
in one single stock. In his words: 
“The money I have outside Mi- 
crosoft is less than 10 per cent of 



JONATHAN 

Davis 

He sells 80,000 
Microsoft shares a 
day but the darn 
things keep going up 


> 


the total So we will sefl stock pe- 
riodically to get more diversity. It 
is the same strategy that most in- 
dividual investors engage in.” 
(Don’t laugh: remember this is the 
United States, where wealth ac- 
cumulation is not questioned asa 
desirable norm). 

Mr Larson has steered most of 
the Gates fortune into defensive in- 
vestments. About 70 per cent of tbe 
Microsoft founder's personal in- 
vestment portfolio is in government 
bonds, and short-dated ones at 
that He also has some emerging 
market debt and some high yield 
bonds. The balance of the fund is 
split between private equity (50 per 
cent), property and oil (25 per 
cent) and a few shares Mr Larson 
expects to do well when and if Wall 
Street’s love affair with technolo- 
gy stocks finally comes to an end 
(as it surely must). There are 


wider lessons. One is that asset al- 
location - bow mudi of your money 
you put into each type of asset - is 
where the real value in invest- 
ment management is added. It is 
not (as most punters still think) in 
picking individual stocks. 

Mr Larson’s comments on the 
markets also make a kit of sense. 
His deadpan comment on Wall 
Street is that “the market is high 
right now and there is an awful lot 
of excitement about tech stocks". 
His bias towards short-term bonds 
is partly a reflection of his view that 
interest rates are trending higher 
- he expects another l percent on 
long-term interest rates - and part- 
ly about as dear a statement a fund 
manager can make that he thinks 
the markets are overvalued 

Larson reckons the cycle in the 
market will turn soon. A trigger 
point will change the emphasis 


from technology and today's other 
fashionable sectors. Agriculture 
he expects back, and the bombed- 
out oil sector looks interesting too. 
In my book, investors with even a 
modicum of appetite for risk should 
be positioning for a comeback in the 
oil sector this year. 

But the central paradox re- 
mains. Bill Gates has the Midas 
touch. He just cant slop getting 
richer. Fbr someone who says he 
will give away' all his wealth by the 
time he dies, the hi-tech boom is a 
major obstade tha t even all the ef- 
forts of one of the best fund man 
agers in America cannot surmount. 

Perhaps poor old Bill may' actu- 
ally have to turn to an independent 
financial adviser and start paying 
commission on a lot of expensive 
UK investment funds that don't 
really earn their corn. That should 
do the trick, if all else fails. 


Should you 
invest in... 
engineering? 


ENGINEERING FIRMS have 
had a torrid time over the past 
too years, as a strong pound 
and high interest rates bat- 
tered the export-led sector. But 
this does not mean investors 
should ignore these compa- 
nies. 

“We are reasonably positive 
about engineering stocks for 
the long-term," says Geoff 
Miller, head of research at 
Brewin Dofohin Securities. “\(fe 
are actually looking for greater 
exposure to companies in these 
cyclical sectors." 

But you have to be selective. 

Hugh Priestley, in vestm ent 
director at stockbrokers Bath- 
bones. says: “It is a very dis- 
parate sector. Therearelotsof 
small-companies looking for 
M&A activity and we have seen 
some bids. 

“But investing on that basis 
to like playing the lottery. You 
might get lucky and find a com- 
pany or two that might be bid 
for, but there is a high proba- 
bility you will not” 

Miller suggests investors 
concentrate on firms with iden- 
tifiable product niches. “There 
are very solid businesses, such 
as GKN, Senior and Bodycote, 
that are generally supplying 
products that are befog out- 
sourced, particularly to the au- 
tomotive industry" he says. 

“This means such compa- 
nies can continue to grow their 
businesses because the de- 
mand for their outsourced 
products Is growing." 

Vicky Wong, an analyst at 
stockbrokers Kollik & Co, says: 
“The attrac ti ve stocks are the 
makers of niche products, such 
\p Rolls-Royce engines. 

“If they can establish such a 
niche, companies are in a win- 
ning situation because it means 
they have the best technology 
and are making products need- 


By keirqn Root 

ed by their customers. If not, 
they're in trouble. There’s still 
a handful of small companies 
just producing traditional tools. 
Manufacturing is declining so 
there's no demand for these 
products” 

The problem is there are not 
many of these paragons 
around. 

“Many companies are still 
suffering the aftermath of hav- 
ing multiple non-core busi- 
nesses,” adds Wbng 

Priestley says: “There is a 
distinction between aerospace 
and defence companies and 
the rest of the sector 

“I have reservations over 
BritishAero^iacei)«ause' of 
problems with its Saudi deaL 
But if the oil price recovers and 
payments are received cm time 
British Aerospace will kmka tot 
better" 

Priestley sees tins as a rel- 
atively resilient section of the 
market, but Vicky Wbng is not 
so sure. “The problem for Eu- 
ropean companies in the de- 
fence sector is that defence 
budgets are being cut and most 
defence technology is based in 
tiie US,” she says. 

“In Europe, companies 
know they have to consolidate, 
but there is a lot of resistance 
to this because it would mean 
job losses." 

Wang sees this consolidation 
process as a major factor 
across much of tire engineering 
sector. 

“It is still a good idea, in the 
long term, to put money behind 
a company like British Aero- 
space despite the rumours 
about tbe Saudis not paying up, 
because it is a company with a 
lot of political clout, which puts 
it in a strong position with re- 
gard to consolidation." The 


same arguments apply in the 
automotive sector “The engi- 
neers we are buying are com- 
panies such as the vehicle parts 
suppfiex; Mayflower; which .is 
weD run and is in all the right 
markets with the right prod- 
ucts,” Wbng says. 

■ “Component manufacturers 
need to have world w ide distri- 
bution and be able to supply a 
complete design solution, not 
just a few specialist parts." 

Geoff Miller also feels some 
of the problems confronting 
exporters are overdone. “Com- 
panies such as Rolls-Royce, 
which the market always 
marks down when the curren- 
cy goes against than, can be se- 
riously undervalued as a 
result ; * • •; " . ■ 

“If you look ait the figures, 
you find that a strong pound 
doesn’t necessarily affect their 
revenues. But you have to wait 
for tire figures to be published 
to see that” 

Hugh Priestley says: “We 
are quite keen on JFtoHs-Royce 
and Cobbaxn in the sector 

“We are keen on any com- 
pany whit* is a market leader 
in its field. Anybody looking at 
engineering stocks must look 
for market leaders. But even 
then it’s easy to get it wrong." 

He adds: “We thought Mor- 
gan Crucible was one because 
it does dominate in a number 
of markets around the world, 
butft canre m with a fidriy hea^ 
downgrade and its share price 
has suffered. 

“One day, things will turn 
round and well start selling off 
the IT stocks and start buying 
them instead 

“But I dorft think we’re there 
yet. There are a lot of veiy 
tempting yields out there, but 

many c ompanies will simp ly 

maintain these or even start to 
cut them. Unless you are very 



The attractive stocks are makers of niche products. They have best technology and are making products needed by their customers 


lucky and pick a stock that is bid 
foe it is a very tough sector” 

Vicky Wbng agrees. “A lot of 
engineering stocks are veiy 
cheap, but we’re not buying 
many because there are simply 
better opportunities else- 
where.” 

“One we have been buying 
is TI Group, because it has very 
good management and an at- 
tractive yield. It is more into 
industrial production, which 
does not sound a very exciting 
niche, but it does have the best 
products.” 

Not all market watchers 
share this view. Geoff Miller j 
says: “Given the current eco- 
nomic background, you’re 
gang to have to look at all those | 
companies you would have 
turned your nose up at six 
months ago. Engineers are a 
prime example of an area 
where you may suffer if you are 
underweight. But you have to 
be a bit cautious.” 
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No Pain, No Gain: Our Man's portfolio 


Prospects begin to brighten 
for the out-of-fashion shares 


RUNNING AGAINST the herd 
can be a rewarding pastime, 
providing a little patience is ex- 
ercised. The mid and small 
cap shares, although rallying 
a ’if last year’s appalling ne- 
glect still rank as the stock 
market’s poor relations as in- 
stitutional investors continue 
their love affair with the 100 
Fbotsie constituents and the 40 
or so shares immediately out- 
side the charmed circle. 

With the market still to come 
to terms with some of tbe more 
remote aspects of Gordon 
Brown's budget 1 am avoiding 
offering direct share tips this 
week, in case of hidden perils. 
Instead I offer general guid- 
ance, which could be helpfid to 
the dedicated private investor. 

So it's back to the market un- 
dercard, which this year has 
Shoved ahead as the perfor- 
mance of the two supporting in- 
dices demonstrates. They have 
made remarkable progross. 

The lesser lights normally 
start the year welL Allegedly 
their progress is due to the vast 
raft of new year tips that often 
feature many out-of-the-way 
shares. Once the tip is pub- 



Derek 

Pain 

hshed it become selffeeding 
until the whole process runs out 


kin what is left of the Moated 
new year excitement. 

. Bui this year the undercard 
looks more resilient; it has built 
on. Its opening flourish. 
Takeover bids, including man- 
agement buy-outs, have 
helped; so has a realisation 
that many undercard valua- 
tions have become a poor joke. 

Fbotsie, where valuations 
are stretched, is dominated by 


high-flying drugs, financials 
and telecom stars. It has, to a 
large extent, lost touch with the 
grass roots of industry where 
there is the greatest potential 
for recovery. 

Engineers have been show- 
ing signs of some of their old 
brashness. Last week some of 
the perceived hidden value 
among the metal-bashing fra- 
ternity was underlined by the 
arrival of Kohlberg Kravis 
Roberts, the aggressive US 
buyout specialists, at that staid 
old engineer, TI Group. 

Then came tbe better than 
expected results from IM1, 
which prompted Merrill lynch 
to suggest a 3S0p target against 
the market price of 253p. 

Hie engineers’ depression, 
as recession has taken its toll 
and the strong pound blunted 
export endeavours, has been 
brutal; so has the chemical re- 
action But bids among the 

/ihpmfoal Tnafcw gflrpm lling afi 

their lost value is appredated- 
Eleven nhsmiral companies 
have fallen in 18 months, 

Albright it Wilson was 

h umping fllrmg at finphpfttrftfrjfl 

rumours swiried. This week 


came a US bid of I30p, which 
many think is too low and the 
market is lookingfor a counter 
offer. 

It could be argued that the 
market is beginning to appre- 
ciate the value lurking on the 
undercard engineers and 
chemicalsectors-Butithasnot 

caught up with the out-of- 
favour property sector where 
takeovers have yet to enliven 
the scene. It will 
Property shares sell at a 
sharp discount to assets and it 
is the value of the bricks and 
mortar which wifi govern the 
value of tiie bids. 

(Mis have also been hit as the 
crude price evaporated. Again 

there are signs of revival with 

takeover action and a slight 
hardening of crude prices. 

It takes a brave investor to 
go against the pack. But those 
who have dipped their toes in 
the neglected territory on the 

undercard are already reaping 

their rewards. 

If the market as a whole con- 
tinues to advance, and I believe 
it will, playing down among 
the little *uns could offer rich 
pickings. 


no harm done. 


The Friends Provident 


Stewardship PEP aims to 
invest in companies that make 
a positive contribution to 


society, so you feel good about -V 
your investment without 
compromising your principles. UN:*. 

Friends Provident are ■ ‘ 

■ s 

the UK's pioneers in ethical • 

investment, and currently have »stsr~ ; 
around £1 billion invested - 


more than anyone else - on 
behalf of people who want 
profit and principles. 

So for a lump sum invest- 
ment of £1,000 or more, you 
can expect a very decent tax- 
free return without exploiting 


Cali Direct 

€»0 00 

8 to 8 Monday- Friday, 10 to 4 Weekends 



ofit 


the Earth’s resources, human 


or otherwise. 


In fact, to give you an 


idea of how Stewardship has 


performed in the past, £ 1,000 
invested on 31st January 
1994 would have grown to 


£1,449 by 29th January 1999 
- an average annual growth 




of 7.7%*. 






mm 
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Call us now. We’ll tell you 
all you need to know about the 
Stewardship PEP so you can 


make an informed decision. 


Remember that past 
performance is not necessarily 
a guide to the future. 


FRIENDS 

PROVIDENT 
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Savers win 
by showing 
a social 
conscience 


THERE IS a tradition in some in- 
vestment circles of looking at the 
world in s fairly cynical manner. 
Okay, so a few companies might con- 
tribute a tad to global warning and 
sell a few ciggies too many but did 
you see their results last week? And 
Look at those share prices. 

The fact is, this approach does not 
correspond with the view expressed 
by those most affected by this fund 
management style: ordinary savers, 
who would like to see a social di- 
mension applied to how their money 






John Denham: Disclosure fay 
pension fund trustees 

is invested. This is even more the 
case in relation to pensions. Ac- 
cording to a survey by the Ethical 
Investment Research Service 
(Eiris) 73 per cent of us would like 
our pension funds run on ethical 
lines. 

Perhaps more surprisingly, al- 
most a third of those questioned 
would also be prepared to accept 
some reduction in their pension 
benefits as a result 

In any event this choice is denied 
to members of occupational 
schemes. Only the self-employed or 
those opting out of employers' 
schemes can choose to invest into 
‘'ethical” or “green" funds through 


by Iain- morse 


a personal pension plan. Here the 
range of funds available is growing. 
Most providers already offer an eth- 
ical unit trust and reproduce its 
asset allocation in their pension 
fund. 

Examples include NPTs Global 
Care pension fund, which has shown 
better than 70 per cent growth over 
three years. 

The Stewardship fund from 
Friends Provident grew by 40 per 
cent over the same period, coming 
second in the Balanced Managed 
fund category against mostly non- 
e thi cal competitor funds. 

For members of occupational 
schemes seeking to top up their pen- 
sion benefits most ethical pension 
providers also offer access to their 
funds through so-called free stand- 
ing additional voluntary contribu- 
tions (FSAVCs). Anyone contracting 
out of the state top-up scheme, 
Serps, can also choose to have high- 
er National Insurance contributions 
paid into a contracted out “appro- 
priate personal pension" LAPP) in- 
vesting in an ethical fund. 

John Denham, the Pensions min- 
ister, is considering proposals that 
would require employers’ pension 
scheme trustees to disclose whether 
and how non-financial considera- 
tions might influence their conduct 
in running these funds. 

“This is an issue of key impor- 
tance." says Karen Eldridge of Eiris, 
“because of the very large amounts 
of investment capital held in UK pen- 
sion funds and mostly invested into 
British company shares.” 

Common sense suggests that if 
pension scheme members elect to 
have their fund contributions in- 
vested according to given ethical or 
ecological guidelines, they should be 
allowed to do so. 

But Charles Scanlaru head of the 
pensions department at law firm 





Non-GM crop producers are benefiting from the organic food boom, and that looks good for a sound and ethical investment 


Simmons & Simmons, says: “A pen- 
sion fund is held in trust and run on 
behalf of its beneficiaries by trustees 
who are obliged to act in their best 
interests. 

“Thistees could be held legally li- 
able if they fail in their duties. Es- 
sentially, they must make 
investment decisions in the best in- 
terests of all scheme members. 


Also, in the case of defined benefit 
pension schemes - those set up to 
pay pensions which are equivalent 
to fractions of final salary- the em- 
ployer company may be liaWefor ary 
underfunding 

“One can argue that in certain cir- 
cumstances comparing the [ethical] 
polities of two similar ferns when de- 
riding which one to buy shares in is 


wholly congruent with acting in the 
best interest of scheme members.” 
This applies in what is called a “tie 
break" situation where a decision 
has to be made between two simi- 
lar investments. 

A Green Paper to December sug- ' 
gested pension scheme trustees 
should feel able to consider moral so- 
cial and environmental issues. 


These could be laid out in a state- 
ment of investment principle. 

But in a further consultative doc- 
ument in January that has been 
changed to a bare statement of 
whether trustees should be allowed 
to mention “any considerations . 
other t han financial ones" in their 
statement of the investment 
principles under which they run a 


Philip Mee&G' 

fund. “Many of those making some., 
contribution during this consultative 
process welcomed these propos- 
als, but this change of wording . 
amounts to a dilution of what 
was originally proposed." says Ms. 
Eldridge, '. p • , 7 

“The question now is whether any 
substantive change for the better will 
come out of all of this.” 


TAXING PROBLEMS 



The European Index-Tracking PEP 
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Staying single is a risky 
business in PEP trades 


The Legal & General European Index-Tracking PEP 
has grown over 65%* since launch in October ’96 


If you w ant to share in the 
potential growth in Europe, 
look no further than die 
European Index-Tracking PEP 
from Leg j 1 & General. 


TtAlMLESl 6 EAZ VW 


Nestle. Biiver. Nokia and KLM. 
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The Legal & General European 
Index-Tracking PEP has 
delivered an impressive 

65.3 7n o* growth in fuse 
o%er 2 years since its 
launch in 1996. 
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By tricking the top companies in 
die 15 laigest stock markets 
across Europe (excluding the 
LT^t Legal & General can take 
.idvanuge of the excellent 
opportunities to make your 
investment work harder for you. 
In fact, with the European Index- 
Tracking PEP you'll be investing 
in some of the most successful 
names in Europe including BMW. 


And as well as having 
amongst the lowest 
charges for an overseas 
PEP on the market. 
Legal & General make 
no initial charges for 
lump sum investments 
either - which means 
you can be assured that 
more of your 
investment is put to 
work to give you a greater 
potential return. 

So to enjoy the 
growth potential of 
investing in Europe, 
call now for further details 
about the Legal & General 
European Index-Tracking PEP. 

* Tail our vdr slue at 
uruic.lMndG.eom 
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Find out 
more nouv- 
eau freephone 


0500116622 


Sam to 8pm weekdays 
9am to 5pm weekends 

For your protection, calls 
are usuaBy recorded and 
randomly WonUared. 

Please quote ntfl 06 Q/IJ 


\T__ I would like man: luforoEnlon about the Legal & General European lades-Trackiojt PEP. 
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SINGLE CX)MPANY PEPS of- 
fering the prospect of tax-free 
investment present several 
questions. Is it worth getting 
one? Is it a suitable invest- 
ment? Which PEP manager 
and which shares offer the best 
prospect of a healthy return? 

Answers to these questions 
are easy to understand, but one 
must re membe r that a single 
company PEP is a more spe- 
cialist investment than a gen- 
eral one. 

They need careful consider- 
ation. As the end of the tax year 
approaches, investors appear to 
be flooding into them. Fidelity 
says its sales of single compa- 
ny PEPs from the start of the 
year to 10 February are up 
223 per cent on the similar pe- 
riod last year. 

But single company PEPs 
are not suitable for everyone, 
and they are far less popular 
than general PEPS, even taking 
into account this year's rush. 

Jason Hollands, managing 
director of BESt Investment, 
the financial advisers, says: 
“Single company PEPs are not 
appropriate for the vast ma- 
jority of private investors.” 

There are two reasons sin- 
, gle company PEPs are often 
unsuitable. First, each year’s 
single company PEP requires 
direct investment in the shares 
of only one company. This 
makes them a risky invest- 
ment 

If you invest the allowed an- 
nual maximum of £3,000, its re- 
turn wffl depend entirely on the 
fortunes of your chosen com- 
pany. Fbr wealthy investors 
this may not be a worry: they 
will have other investments, 
and the relative risk will, be 
small 

But for most people £ 3,000 is 
a lot of money, and investing it 
all in a single company PEP is 
a bad idea Investments should 
be diversified to spread risk. 

Investors also need to re- 
member that shares in single 
company PEPs should be 
viewed as long-term invest- 


by Guy Dennis 


ments. You can sell the shares 
in a single company PEP and 
switch to another company’s 
shares so long as you do not 
hold cash for more than 42 
days. And some single-PEP 
providers will offer to manage 
the investment for you, buying 
and selling shares to an effort 
to maximise your return. 

But dealing charges and 
stock market volatility mean 
you should expect to hold 
shares for a minimum of five 
years. Investors 1 oolong for a 
short-term investment should 
try elsewhere. 

The second concern about 
th e suit ability of stogie compa- 
ny PEPs is ewer the value of the 


tax breaks that they offer, and 
whether these outweigh their 
initial fees and management 
charges. Fbrsome people they 
will but for others they will not. 

There are two tax savings of- 
fered fay a PEP: one is on cap- 
ital gams tax <CGT), and the 
other is on the tax payable on 
dividends. 

CGT is payable only on cap- 
ital gains over £6,800 in a year 
so. for many people, single 
company PEPs offer no bene- 
fit here. They will not have 
such tax liabilities. 

As for dividends, after 5 April 
changes in the tax tows mean 
that tax benefits on dividends 
make a significant difference 
only for higher rate taxpayers. 

Mr Hollands says: “With the 
cuts in tax credit dividends, sm- 


Whutocornpanies’ shares do stockbrokers prtferjbr their sc&id 
and dependable performance? Here are their choices 


Fred Robinson, partner; 
Kiffikand Co 

Bass - This blue chip compa- 
ny looks attractive at current 
stock market levels. The 
shares are not expensive, and 
they are not too risky. They 
offer a S per cent yield for the 
year to September; and a good 
balance between income and 
capital growth. 

Justin Urquhart Stewart, 
communications director; 
Barclays Stockbrokers 
Shell - Shares in tins oil com- 
pany have been out of fashion, 
and it has suffered from low oil 
prices. But these will rise, 
given some time, and strate- 
gic improvements needed by 
tiie firm to make it more prof- 
itable are expected soon. They 
are good value. 

Allan Collins, partner; 
Bedmayne Bentley 
Shell - The dividend looks se- 
cure, being twice covered by 
cashflow. And there may also 
be further mergers in the oil 


industry that could boost the 
shares. They erqcy a secure in- 
come stream and the prospect 
of a rising price. 

Jeremy Batetone, research 
head, Nat West Stockbrokers 
P&O 6 and 3 / 4 % convertible 
preference shares - These 1 
shares have a slightly higher I 
dividend payout than the or- 
dinary shares, thus offering 
extra protection and a higher 
yield. The company is bene- 
fiting fromits 1996 refocusing 
programme, and cruises are 
proving popular despite tbe 
film Titanic. 

Gavin Oldham, chief 
exeentive, Tbe Share Centre 
Scottish Power - If the pro- 
posed merger with US-based 
Parifi Corp is concluded, the 
result will be the world's tenth 
biggest utility company. As 
it is, its spread of interests, 
quality management and fi- 
nancial record make the 
shares suitable for any long- 
term portfolio. 


gle company PEPs are almost 
certainly inappropriate for any- 
one who isn't a top-rate tax 
payer; or who doesn’t have cap- 
ital gains tax liabilities." 

Buy if a stogie company PEP 
does make sense foryou, there 
are several pieces of general ad- V 
vice. Make an effort to shop 
around for the best deal Initial 
fees and management charges , 
vary considerably from one- J 
single company PEP provider • 
to another; To find the best 
deal, contact several stockbro- . 
kers or investment companies “ ! 
offering them. - 

YbuwiU also need to consider - . . : 
whether you want an execution- 
only stockbroker, probably tf: . 
fering lower charges, or a • 
traditional stockbroker or in- 
vestment company that offers 
advice on choosing shares. 7 - " 
When picking shares, think : ; 
about your priorities. Fred . • ■ 
Robinson, a partner at the ; 
stockbrokers KiUik and Co . 1 
says: “Your stock selection wifl 
depend veiy much on howitfits ' 

in with your portfolio." ^ 
Jim Wood-Smith, head of re- ayj 
search at Greig Middleton, 
says: “The attitude we take to- ‘-7 
wards single company PEPs is- 
that it is best to think safety. • 
first Wfe go for large blue-chip -' 
stocks where we are as sure as ; -j 

we can be that people will make T 

money to the long term. 

“ : Whatwedotftdoisusesin- -* 
gle company PEPs as tax-free - 
speculating vehicles. If y° u 
take a punt and get it wreog 7 ^ 
you’ve lost on your tax break." ’ 

Thelndepex\derdhasprodxiced 

alast-minute “Guide to 
The guide, by Nic Cfeutti, 
paper 's personal $nance edf‘ 
tor. discusses whether PSP to ^ 
treatments might suit goto; ' 
need&icfoatthetcaben^v&\' 
-and aren’t- and (fetodsq/'fte ' ’ > 
rules. -• ; 7 

if you are considering fl 7 i 

minute PEP, this guide, apofr- : 
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uttmg extra into the pension means 


you can 

— Rachei, fixsen 

MOSTOFusdierishadreainafre. BSftlfe 


the money and run early 


a Metime. But we suppress this as- 
piration m the belisE that we could 
not possibly afford to skip off into the 
sunset at 55. 

The truth is you can do it if you 
are prepared to put a bit more into 

your company pension scheme. 
With a personal pension, you can 
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on Inland Revenue JimitsTBirt asa 


scheme, you can make additional 
voluntary contributions (AVCs). 

This may be an in-house AVC 
scheme run by your employer or a 
free-standing AVC CFSAVO scheme 
operated by an insurer or other fi- 
ll jcial services provider 
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visits to a sample of pnmders re- ■ ',■ Y V“ “ V- ^ '* ^ -V ^-- .“ 

vealed that some contracts had been :=^ ;- -.-w.'; '-i. : r; - _• • * . '. ._•. 

wrongly sold. -'a^i i ’ - ■’’-‘V j -* '<. -i ' - ' ’ 

People were sold FSAVCs when, j ** Mr ' ....;, Wr;* „ "~ 

ifthey had opted for the AVC scheme -■ W 

offered by their employer; the com- ; TT*T ' *' ^ 

pany would have matched their - "v' I# jB ^ - •***' h y-. ^ «-. v x^y 

contributions. «:-'■ 

In other cases, FSAVCs had been ■gf- - - _ 

sold to members of particularly ■?'> ~. tT .-' ”• ..' ^*~ ■'••_. .-•*■ • ■ — ~v _ • 

generous pension schemes, such as “ ■•. •*-/-' ^ ~ " . -.- . — 

the^ ar med forces, and risked over- ^ ifr * 'V • ~ ~ ;/" •'? .y y.^ _ ; _ T ' .!. - ' - . . ' . " . ..* -- 

The Inland Revenue sets upper • *’*' ^ , ■. •' •. r - ... x 

limits of the amount of pension and ' "^ T V " g r wj ^ *r ■*— *■ — 

other benefits you can have. •' '*/“ . _ - ‘ . ■- 

Doctors were recently warned ^ .-? '^r- , ’ «- 

about FSAVCs by the British Med- - - oJqfVr - -. 

ical Association, winch says it was ^ I 

concerned about the way the con- -J 

ti.JBts were being marketed "/ 

““Substantial commissions are .^^TA:C‘Vr:VW^ r ^/-t - \'X25r:\\ 

payable on FSAVC sales and this 7. \-_ . .■ 

often influences the sale udien r V rVrj •?:.' :' r ' •’-■-■■ 

cheaper and better options are ; r ^:''.-' • -: -' . --^ra"' ' • ;■ -- 

available” says Simon Fradd, chair- '—**m '. r 

man of the BMA Superannuation ^ ^-lv •"; ; 

Committee. jv' F >^^ : : ; . ’.v 

More than a million investors - 

have taken out the free-standing 1 rT . 

plans since they were introduced in 
a way of giving employees 

more choice. ” 

wmcffS^SSS^Si Ba * n,y bea< * es !®^y on t* 131 * carfy retirement holiday of a lifetime need not t^^rtraytfyM^s^pnts^^^uS^Sn^^^^eii^ra 

Rnm n Xt £4j221 withanem ~ P^Jeor advisers. But keeping mapy in-house AVCs. “Say there is but adventurous.’' This denies peo- other reason n 

P AV ™i k™ ■ C0S 5*™? Hot Jbe °nly thing to a 25-yeawrid woriring for the NHS pie real control over their invest faraFSATCrati 
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have an accumulated pot of, on services providers. And there is no say For instance thqr can offer a “There is only the Equitable Life 

average, £3,665 with a FSAVC, and commission built in to pay sales- wider choice of investment than with-profit fund, which is anything 


Act now if you want the 
good life when you retire 


but adventurous.’’ This denies peo- other reason many employees opt 
pie real control over their invest- fora FSAVC rather than the in-house 
meats. Skandia’s FSAVC plan, on the plan. “Some clients very definitely 
other hand, anowsyou r toxnvestnph .. 4p not want their empl^K- to know- 
only “a range of investment funds; that they plan to retire 10 years 
but with different fund manage- early” says Ms Lord 
ment groups. Confidentiality is an- If you are looking for advice on 


which form of pension top-up to take, 
choose an independent adviser who 
charges a fee rather than relying on 
commission, she says. 

You ore more likely to get im- 
partial advice, and this should cut the 
cost of the FSAVC scheme, because 
commission earmarked for a sales ■ 
person can then be ploughed back 
into the plan. 

David Cresswell ofthe Occupa- 
tional Pensions Regulatory Author- 
ity says it mus sometimes bard for 
financia l advisers to get information 
about company AVCs, especially 
where clients did not M'ant their em- 
ployer to know they were thinking 
of topping up their pension 
"We’re working with the FSA, the 
NAPF and the ABI to look at wpvs 
that information on AVCs could lie 
made readily available to financial 
advisers.” he says. Thus might he 
some sort of database. 

But Andy Cox, associate at Banin 
& Woodrow, savs Hus could spell the 
death of FSAVCs. 

“If they had full information on 
both types of AVC we would expect 
the vast majority of individuals to go 
for the in-house AVC." he says. 

But Sarah Modlock of Uic PIA 
says it was not the case that one type 
of top-up was preferable. 

There are some very good in- 
house AVCs, but also some good 
FSAVC plans, she sax's. “The key 
thing is to find out 
what your options are and get as 
much information as you can. Don't 
be afraid to challenge people's 
recommendations.** 

Additional voluntary contribu- 
tions are not the only way to boost 
your retirement provision. 

Personal Equity Plans, and their 
successors Individual Savings Ac- 
counts. are other types of investment 
you can use. 

Although the money you invest in 
a PEP or ISA is net of tax, you are 
free to cash them in, tax-free, at any 
time, unlike AVC contributions. 
Monqr invested in AVCs, as with the 
rest of your pension, is looted away 
until retirement 

Cavendish HnandalManapement 
02222 665588; for a copy of die Fi- 
nancial Services Authority’s guide 
to boosting your occitpatumal pen- 
sion: 0800 9173311; for a list of fee- 
based financial planners, call the 
Institute qf Financial Planning, 
and ask for the registry: 0117 
9 304434. 


By Rachel Fixsen 


BULLIONS OF people have no 
access to a company pension 
scheme. If you are self- 
employed or work for a com- 
pany too small to run its own 
scheme, a personal pension 

sa3& for a retirement income 

But the personal pension 
mis -selling scandal has made 
many people wary of this type 
of investment 

Between 1988 and 1994, fi- 
nancial advisers hungry for 
commission persuaded many 
people to leave occupational 
pension schemes (or not to 
join in the first place) and sign 
up for personal plans instead. 

But thousands were worse 
off. Thqy no longer benefited 
from their employer's contri- 
butkms, or from the fact that the 
administrative costs of the 
scheme were shared. The les- 
son to be learnt from this 
episode is that where an occu- 
pational pension sdiane exists, 
it is usually the best option. But 
because of the tax breaks they 
off f personal pension plans 
may be better for some people. 

They are suitable for aqyone 
who receives earned income 
and does not have access to a 
company scheme, says John 
Turton, head of pensions at 
brokers BESt Investment 

“Everyone should try to put 
money away for their retire- 
ment*’ he says. “I don’t think 
the Government is going to 
look after you in bid age.” 

The basic state pension cur- 
rently pays out a maximum of 
just £64.70 a week, although 
anyone contracted into Serps 
(the state earrrings-related pen- 
stais scheme) could get more. 

• Government proposals for 
new stakehoWerpenstons flow- 
cost pensions for those on low 
incomes) unveiled in December; 
and the dismantling of Serps 
mate dear that with only a 



Dig into your salary early for a good personal pension 


state pension, people earning 
more than £1 8^00 wiD be worse 
off when they retire than are 
current pensioners. 

“People who are earning 
under £9,000 will get more, and 
people earning between £9,000 
and £18£00 will get a slightly 
better pension, but it is still not 
enough,” says John Ttirton. 
“That’s why they have to make 
their own provision.” 

Stakeholder pensions wotft 
come into effect until 2001. And 
proposals are afoot for a new 
pensions savings account, the 
“lisa” (lifetime individual sav- 
ings account), which will be a 
personal pension that meets 
certain standards on ebazges, 
flexibility and portability: They 
wffl also offer a wide choice of 
investments. 

But you shouldn’t wait to 
start saving for retirement in 
anticipation of these changes, 
says Stephen Dight of inde- 
pendent financial advisers 
Grosvenor Financial Services. 
“If you delay by two yeara. and 
annual returns turn out to be 
around 12 per cent, then you 
will have cut your pension pot 
by a quarteif he says. 

If you do start a personal 
pension plan in the. next two 


years, it is vital to choose one 
that can be transferred easily 
to a new scheme -possibly to 
one of the new stakeholder 
schemes. “You need to look at 
level-charged products [where 
charges are spread throughout 
the He of the pension] which 
you can get out of without sig- 
nificant costs,” says Mr Dight 

Providers such as CGU, 
Standard i-Hfc, Sun Life and 
Norwich Union have level 
charges on their personal 
pensions. 

But about 80 per cent of per- 
sonal pensions will penalise 
you if you stop paying into 
them, orif you transfer the fond 
after two years, says Mr IhrbHL 
This is because the bulk of the 
charges made hy the invest- 
ment provider are levied in the 
first few years. “The reason 
they have got these charging 

>tpk jghp wmBP flip sates - 

man or independent financial 
adviser has a truckload of com- 
mission to collect” he says. 

A cheaper way to buy per- 
sonal pensions is through a 
discount broker such as BESt 
Investment, or Hargreaves 
Lansdown. Because of their 
high sales volumes, they can 
repay most. of this up-front 


commission into the pensun 
plan, often taking only a pro 
portion of the level commissioi 
offered. An independent fi 
nanrial adviser who charge! 
you a fee rather than takta| 
commission should also be able 
to repay the commission. 

There are other ways t< 
save for retirement Invest 
ments such as PEPS, Soon to bt 
replaced with Individual Sav 
ings Accounts, offer tax-free in- 
vestment up to certain limits 
These are far more flexible 
than pensions, which lode awaj 
your money until you retire. 

But none of the alternatives 
gives the tax-relief on contri- 
butions that pension schemes 
offtec If you are a basic-rate tax- 
payer; for every 77p you pay into 
a pension scheme, another 23p 
is effectively added by the In- 
land Revenue. Fbr higher-rate 
taxpayers the gains are more 
marked, with an extra 40p for 
every 80p paid in. 

There are thousands of dif- 
ferent personal pension plans 
to choose from, with a vast 
range of features. Some offer a 
wide choice of investments and 
the freedom to keep switching 
your pension pot from (me in- 
vestment fond to another. Oth- 
ers may be very flexible, 
allowing you to vary contribu- 
tions and to stop and start pay- 
ing in whenever you choose. 

So it is vital to get good ad- 
vice. “Financial products are 
complicated and it can be dif- 
ficult to know where to go for 
advice," says Jackie Btyth of the 
Personal Investment Authori- 
ty, an industry watchdog The 
Financial Services Authority of 
which the PIA is part, has pub- 
lished a booklet to help people 
to find good finanmri advice. 

Grosvento-Fmanckd Services 

01491 414145 ;■ BESf Investment 
0171 321 0100; Horprcaoes 
Lansdowm 0800 850 6611 ; for a 
copy gfthe FSA Guide to Fi- 
nancial Advice: 0800 91 733J 1 


We believe 
less is more. 

(Less time, 
more money.) 


Low cost, hassle free PEPs & Pensions. 


We sell over the phone, which means you could benefit from our low 
charges after only 10 minutes. And with a FTSE ioo Tracker based 
PEP or Pension, the long term benefits could be equally appealing. 

08453000733 

uni*, ■no® I 

Weekdays 8am-8pm and Saturdays 9am-5pm. www jfirectSDe.comytaxfr8e 
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HOW THE INCOME TAX CHANGES AFF 

— ci 

' YOU 

' 

HOW THE BUDGET AFi-tCi^ Y CUR POCKET 


TAX 'RATE BANDS 


Taxable income 
band, £ 


income rax 
■ rate 


Income 
bands £ 


NIC 

rate 


0-1.500 

10% 

0 - 3.432 

0 

1.500-28,000 

23% 

3.432 - 26.000 

10% 

above 28,000 

00% 

26,000 fir above 

0 


PERSONAL ALLOWANCES 


£ 1998-99 


1999-00 


Personal Allowance 

4,195 

4.335 

Personal Allowance {85 - 74) 

5.410 

5.720 

Personal Allowance (75 and over) 

5.600 

5.980 

Married Couples Allowance * 

1,900 

1,970 

Married Couples Allowance (65 - 74) 

3,305 

5.125 

Manied Couples Allowance (75 and over) 

3,345 

5,195 

Income limit for age related allowances 

16.200 

16.800 

' Allowances where refieF restricted to 
Allowances where relief restricted to 

15% 

15% 

10% 

15% 


MARRIED PERSONS TAX 


SINGLE PERSON’S TAX 


Gross annual income 

E5.000 


10.000 


15,000 


20.000 


25.000 


30,000 


35,000 


40.000 


50,000 


60.000 


75.000 


100,000 
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Monthly change in net salary. £ 


MARRIED PERSONS 


Even the Cabinet 
come out winners 


Gross 

annual 

Monthly 
tax and N1 

Monthly 
tax and N1 

Nen not 

monthly 

Monthly 
change In 
net salary 

Income 

1998-99 

1999-00 

salary 

5.000 

19.48 

13.07 

403.60 

6.41 

10.000 

137.91 

130.65 

702.69 

7.26 

15.000 

275.41 

268.15 

981.85 

7.26 

20,000 

412.91 

405.65 

1 .261 .02 

7.26 

25.000 

550.41 

543.15 

1,540.19 

7.26 

30.000 

648.08 

647.31 

1.852.69 

0.77 

35,000 

796.40 

780.90 

2.135.77 

15.50 

40,000 

963.06 

947.57 

2.385.77 

15.49 

50,000 

1 .296.40 

1,280.90 

2.885.77 

15.50 

60,000 

1,629.73 

1,614.23 • 

3.385.77 

15.50 

75.000 

2.129.73 

2,114.23 

4.135.77 

15.50 

100.000 

2.963.06 

2,947.57 

5.385.77 

15.49 

| SINGLE PERSON TAX | 

Gross 

Monthly 

Monthly 
tax and N1 

New net 

Monthly 

annual 

tax anti N1 

monthly 

change ta 

Income 

1998-99 

1999-00 

salary 

net Income 

5.000 

32.90 

18.61 

398.06 

14.29 

10,000 

161.66 

147.06 

686.27 

14.60 

15,000 

299.16 

284.56 

965.44 

14.60 

20,000 

436.66 

422.06 

1,244.60 

14.60 

25,000 

574.16 

559.56 

1.523.77 

14.60 

30,000 

671 .83 

663.73 

1.836.27 

8.10 

35,000 

820.15 

797.32 

2.119.35 

22.83 

40,000 

986.81 

963.98 

2.369.35 

22.83 

50,000 

1.320.15 

1,297.32 

2.869.35 

22.83 

60,000 

1.653.48 

1,630.65 

3,369.35 

22.83 

75.000 

2.153.48 

2,130.65 

4.119.35 

22.83 

100,000 

2.986.81 

2.963.98 

5.369.35 

22.83 

1 MARRIED PERSON’S TAX 65-74 1 

Gross 

Monthly 

Monthly 
tax and N1 

New net 

Monthly 

annual 

tax and N1 

monthly 

change In 

income 

1998-99 

19999-00 

salary 

net Income 

5.000 

0.00 

0.00 

416.67 

0.00 

10,000 

35.91 

23.08 

810.26 

12.84 

15.000 

131.75 

118.91 ' 

1,131.09 

12.84 

20.000 

259.43 

267.58 

1.399.09 

-0.85 

25,000 

364.23 

363.41 

1.719.92 

0.82 

30.000 

460.10 

459.25 

2.040.75 

0.85 

35.000 

608.42 

592.83 

2.323.83 

15.59 

40.000 

775.08 

759.50 

2.573.83 

15.58 

50.000 

1.108.42 

1. 092.83 

3.Q73.83 

15.59 

60.000 

1.441.75 

1.426.17 

3.573.83 

15.58 

7S.000 

1.941.75 

1.926.17 

4.323.83 

15.58 

100,000 

2.775.08 

2.759.50 

5.573.83 

15.58 

- T ; PENSIONER OVER 75 1 

Gross 

Monthly 

Monthly 

New not 

Monthly 

annual 

tax and N1 

tax and N1 

monthly 

change In 

Income 

1998-99 

19999-00 

salary 

net Income 

5.000 

0.00 

0.00 

416.67 

0.00 

10,000 

73.58 

60.80 

772.53 

12.78 

15,000 

169.42 

1 56.63 

1.093.37 

12.79 

20.000 

286.68 

284.00 

1,382.67 

2.68 

25.000 

388.01 

379.83 

1,703.50 

8.18 

30.000 

483.85 

475.66 

2.024.34 

8.19 

35.000 

632.17 

609.25 

2,307.42 

22.92 

40,000 

798.84 

775.92 

2,557.42 

22.92 

50,000 

1.132.17 

1.109.25 

3,057.42 

22.92 

60,000 

1.465.50 

1.442.58 

3.557.42 

22.92 

75,000 

1.965.50 

1,942.58 

4,307.42 

22.92 

100.000 

l 2.796.83 

2.775.92 

5,557.42 

22.92 


UNUKE KEN CLARKE and his 
eminently taxable tipple of 
whisky no one could ever ac- 
cuse Gordon Brown of devising 
a Budget with his own mineral 
water drinking habits in rnrnri 

However, no cabinet minis- 
ter is an afisbare, tax-free island 
and even the sober Mr Brown 
and his colleagues will feel the 
personal impact of the con- 
tents of his Httie red box. 

Though John Prescott may 
proudly proclaim that he is stQl 
working class, the average cab- 
inet minister’s salary of £90,000 
means that they would have 
been the first against the wall 


for any pot shots at the middle 
classes. Soaking the rich wasr 
never an option for Mr Brown, 
but hls- complex tax and bene- 
fits changes will give most 
middle-income households lit- 
tle more tiian the equivalent of 
a vigorous rub down with a wet 

flannol. 

From the Prime Minister 
down, the Cabinet wifl be hit by 
a range of Budgetary assaults 
on Middle Britain, particularly 
the scrapping of mortgage tax 
relief and the married couple's 
allowance. 

But Bus will be more than ofr- 
set by the surprise cut in the 


basic tax rate to 22p, a move 
that wfll benefit the higherrate 
.taxpayers more than moist 
AstheaniKHmcementswere 
aimed Largely at parents of 
■young children and pensioners, 
however few ministers will be 
singing , m -the -streets about 
large boosts to their incom e. " 
la line with New Labour’s 
more puritanical streak, not a 


cigarettes, let alone the Ha- 
vanas beloved of Cuddly Ken, so 
tiie 175p price hike on a pack 
et of 20 wul involve not a shred 
of self-sacrifice. Drinking is, of 
course, a much more accept- 


able vice and Robin Cook, Mo 
Mowlam and Alan Mi Th u m 
must be delighted by Mr 
Brown's damsinn to freeze duty 
. on wine, beer and spirits. 

So on the whole, the impact 
on mmisters has been neutral 
or even benefidaL Bearing in 
mind that all political careers 
end in failure, even those in file 
Cabinet who are in danger of 
being fired wQl be comforted 
by one of Mr Brown’s less 
headltae-grabbing moves - to 
help the overSOs move off the 
dole into work. ... : 

. PABLWAUGH 

Political Correspondent 



Tony Blair 


With three children, Nicholas, Kathryn and Euan, and a QC 
wife who is earning up to £200,000 a year, the Prime 
Minister will be relieved that child benefit will not be taxed 
this year at least. But the Blairs' beloved silver Ford Galaxy 
people carrier will be hit by the new £100 charge being 
levied for tax discs on large cars. 


Mo Mowlam 


With a husband who earns more than £1 20,000 a year as a 
merchant banker, the Secretary oF State for Northern 
Ireland enjoys one of the highest joint incomes among 
cabinet members. With no children of school age, however, 
she will lose out because of the abolition of the married 
couple' 5 tax allowance. 


DUAL INCOME FAMILY 


Robin Cook 


“Cookie the Nookie”, as the tabloids dubbed him, has 
recently done his own bit to recast Labour's definition of 
family values. However, with grown-up children, the Budget 
will him a neutral Impact on his affairs: The Cabinet's 
besNsnbwn gambler will welcome the cut In Football pools 
duty and raise a wee dram to the spirits duty freeze. 



Gordon brown 


As a childless single man, Mr Brown will receive no direct 
personal benefit from his “Budget for families". Sadly for his 
girlfriend Sarah Macau ley, the scrapping of Che married 
couple's tax allowance means he has even less incentive to 
tie the knot. John Prescott will have to make another 
conference speech telling him to get a move on and propose. 
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PENSIONER COUPLE 64-7 5 


Gross annual income 
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Margaret Beckett 


The Beckett household currently benefits from the taxpayer 
to the tune oF more than £i 20,000 a year as the Leader of 
the House of Commons pays her husband Leo to work as 
her secretary. However, as the owner of a fiat In central 
London, she will be hit by both the scrapping of Miras and 
by the rise in scamp duty should she wish to sell up. 



1998-99 - 

W99-00 

Change 

;• >-• - /■ ’ ; 

• , ,-Gpi ••• 

Epa 

£pa 

' Income :. 

50.000 : 

50.000 

0 

CMHibefleBt . 

1,043 ~ 

-_-i-L0A3 

0 

. Income ate - 

ctt.'9aij 

{1-1*845] 

136 

,*^dc^(i?w«in«--: - 

0.690] 

. (3.614) 

76 

...JMkMOfMCft-.- - 

285 

197 

(88| 

Tferefier'&n E35GQ pension ' 

-.. 1.400' 

.1.400 

o- 

Mortgage repayments . 

P.42S) 

(5,429) 

0 

Domestic fed bSis 

. (840) 

. (840) 

0 

' ' - - 

- 30.788 

30.912 

124 , 


' RBO)-. 


°.v 

A*. v . 

. (1801 ' 

nao) 

0 


Ipg^jpTU- 

***»;. r': 


• ;=... -.i 

: -kssi -- 

5.000 

.- . 


1,280 

• V 540 

, _ 


-.He earns £33.000. she earns £i 7,000. 
^xrlp^ycarwsitiflg jQQcOOO; 2.000ft: 5.000 business miles pa: fed provtd- 
Mortgage EBOJMOUnterest rate' 7.05%: tarerett only. 
Domestic: feel £800 + VAC Drinks wine 3 bonteaAvk at £5 per bottle: spir- 
its > boctie peruotth a? £15 perboate • -Effect of MCA and pension relief 
not tadUdcd^lnaxnc’cax figure, t Alter mortgage, pension and Fuel Wits. 


YOUNG PROFESSIONAL COUPLE 


Alan Milburn 


As the youngest parent in the Cabinet, the rap-loving 
40-year-old Chief Secretary to the Treasury Is famed for 
pushing a pram around Whitehall and at party conferences. 
Like Mr Blair, he will still be able to claim child benefit but, 
as both he and his doctor wiFe are higher-rate taxpayers, 
they will not be helped by the new children’s tax credit. 



1998-99 

£pa 

1999-00 
. £p“ 

Chaqge 

Epa 

Inborne’.'. 

100,000 

100.000 

0 

Income wi^" 

- (31-551) 

(3U38) 

313 

National insurance : 

- (4.512) 

(4.514) 

(2) 

Tax rallaf on. £3,000 pensions each - 2,400 

2:400 

0 

Mortgage repayments 

(9,306) 

(9,306) 

. 0 

Domestic fed bins 

(840) 

(840). 

0 

Net incomet . 

- 56,191 

56,502.. 

311 

Duty: - . r " Wine 

P320] 

(1.820) 

0 

- Spirits 

1180)- 

(180) 

0 

. . Cigarettes 

- 11.238) 

(1.301) 

164) 

Annuaflsed stamp du ty cost 

13.000): 

. (3.750) 

(750) 


- S_- Tr 

v 

Car benefit 

• 4.667 

5,000 


■ Bud benefit ./ 

1 J80 

- 1,540 



Dual Income Family. Mb chHdrcn. - 

She earns £60.000: he cents £45 JXX>. Company car costing £30,000; 2.000cc; 
5,000 Basnets mfle* pa; Fuel provided by employee Mortgage £1 SSiOQO: 
Intense rate 7.05%; Interest only Stamp-duty halved as Intend to mow house 
spy. two years to £300,000 propeny. Domestic Fuel £800 + VAI 
. Drinks: wine 5 botdesfafc at £7 per bottle: spirits. 1 bottle per monm at El 5 
per bottle She smokes 7 packets of cigarettes a week at £3.40.. 

.‘Effector pension, refer not Included (n income Tax figure. 
tAltarmongage. pension and Fud Wits. 


I SiNGL 

E PERSON 

1 

•I--- - - 

i99&-99 

Epa- 

1999-GO 

Epa 

Change 

Epa 

Income . 

25.000 

25.000 

0 

Income Che 

(4:656) 

(4.558) 

98 

Natloninrtnrfarice 

12.234). 

(2,157) 

77 

Rent. . . 

. (5:400) 

(5.400) 

0 

Domestic fed bflfs 

-{420) 

(420) 

0 

Net tncomet 

12.290 - 

12.465 

175 

Duty:... Wine 

. . 1415) 

1415) 

0 

• Petrol- - T 

(984) 

(1.014) 

(30) 

. - • Cigarettes 

(1.238) • 

(1.238) 

. (64) 


,Srtg)e woman earning £25.000 pa. • 

Domestic feel: £4 00+ VAT. Her own can 10.000 miles pa at 30mpg; unleaded 
. petrol at 65pflltre. Drinks, 2 bottles of wine a week at £3.99 a bottle and 
s/rtokesT packets a week at £3.40. 
f/U5jer rent and Fu«f bills.-- • 


PENSIONER COUPLE 


• r .uV. ' • 

1998-39 

1999-00 

Change 


E|» 

Epa 

£pa . 

.Income 

30,900 

. 30.900 

0 

(ndxne.tax* . 

(4^94) 

(4,405) .. 

289 

)felwe of MCA 

... .285 

- 197 

188) 

pbmestic fuel bills 

(630) 

(630) 

0 

Net inebmet 

25,861 

26.062 

201 

Duty: Spirits 

(780) 

(780) 

0 



2 



Mwpdm 

Recently retired pensioner couple, both aged-beaueen 65 and 74. 

Domestic Fud. £600 + VAT. Notvanokers but drink I bottle of scotch per week 
at £15 per bottle- He Is on £10.300 occupational pension > £3.500 5RP. 

She is on £6,000 occupational pension + £1,900 SRP. Total £30,107. 

• Effect of MCA not included In Income tax Ague. 
tAFber mortgage, pension and fed' bln. 




1998-99 


1999-00 

£j» 


Change 


Income 

17,500 

17,500 

0 

Income tax 

. (2.931) 

(2.893) 

98 

National insurance •' 

; (t.484) 

(1.407) 

77 

Rent 

(5.400) 

(5.400) 

0 

Domestic fuel bills 

(420) 

(420) 

0 

Nertncdmet 

7,265 

7,440 

175 

Duty: Beer 

(1.144) 

(1.144) 

0 

Cigarettes 

(1,238) 

(1J38) 

(64) 
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Recent graduate earns £17.500 pa. 

Rent £450 p.m. Domestic Fud: E400+VAT. Drinks 10 pints beer/wk at £3.30 
and smokes 7 packets a week at E3.40. 
t After rent and fed Wits. 


LOW INCOME FAMILY 




1998-99 

«pa 

1999-00 

Epa 

Change 

Epa 

Income 

7.280 

7.230 

0 

Family credit 

4,378 

4,378 

0 

ChHd benefit 

1.510 

1.5T0 

0 

Income tax* ... 

(617) 

(482) 

135 

National insurance 

■ ■ (462) 

(385) 

77 

vaue of MCA 

285 

197 

(88) 

Rent . 

(1.560) 

(1.560) 

0 

Domestic ruel bills 

• (683) 

(683) 

0 

Net Incomcri 

10,132 

10,255 

124 

Duty: - Beer 

(343) 

(343) 

0 

Cigarettes 

(884) 

(930) 

(45) 



-.-3 



WF7C changes not included. 2-parent family with 3 children earning £140 per 
week.. Domestic Fud £650 + VAT. Drinks: 3 pints beer p/wk at £2.20 per pint. 
■Effeec of MCA noc kKluded In Income tax Figure. - 
t After rent and fedUills. 


ENTREPRENEUR 



1998-99 
' £pa 

1999-00 

Epa 

Change 

Epa 

Salary.' 

150.000 

_ .150.000 

0 

Income lax 

(59,009) 

(59,211) 

(202) 

National Insurance 

(2.256) 

(2^57) 

(1) 

Share. dividends (after tax) . . .. 

... .75,060. 

75.000- 

. . . 0 

Tax relief on £15.000 pension 

6.000 

6,000 

0 

Tax relief from £10,000 E1S inwwnnc .2,000 

2.000 

0 

Tax relief From £10.000 VCT Invtmnc 2,000 

2.000 

0 

Mortgage repayments 

(31,514) 

(31.514) 

0 

Domestic feel bDts ' 

(945) 

(945) 

0 

Net Income - 

141,276 

141,073 

1203) 

Duty: ... Wine 

(728) 

(728) 

0 

Spirits 

R80) 

(780) 

0 



,7.,. •. ■ v 


Car benefit 

1L667 

12.500 


Fuel benefit ; 

1 .890 

2^70 



Aanimptfoac! 

Enopre n e w - t aki ng £150.000 salary and £100.000 -dividends. 

Company car costing £50.000; 4.000CC 5,000 business mites pa: fed provided 
by cmripany Domestic fed £900 + VAT. Mortage £450.000: Interest rate . 

7 .05%;- Interest only. Drinks wine 2 botfles/wi. at £7 per bottle: spirits \ bottie 
per week at £T5 peebottie.' ReOef on VCT and SS Investments given at 20%. 
f After moiVfle. pension and fed MBs. 



>r, 


A 




> 
























SSLS".. 



YTHE INDEPENDENT 


*2 *** T " 2*8 



10 March 1999 


Comment • features • arts • Listings • television 


- 

W- 


tW**2 





'‘•v’O ttaf 
Lsa fa 



f«4h *»'- 
» 


-<.: k --c £**9 



One day, son, 
all this could be yours 


; *h 



Why America expects to see 


George Bush in the White 



ten-* — :* 


U-*- 

- 
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d the film Ffeld qf Dreams, Kevin 
| Costner hears a whispering voice in 

I the cornfields of his farm. The voice 
1 hires him into action. “If you build 
I it, they will come,” it breathes. And 
I so he builds a baseball field that be* 

0 comes the focus of strange super- 
■ natural energies, drawing long-lost 
Km figures from fife gamete past) in- 7 
g the ghost of his father The film closes 
wim mousands trekking out to his farm, a sym- 
bol of recondhation and community. 

George W Bush, the Governor of Thacas and 
son of the former president, has heard a simi- 
lar voice. So he has quietly assembled in Austin 
the most formidable election campaign team in 
existence: fund-raisers, foreign policy advisers, 
nervous young men and women with clipboards 
to handle press conferences and policy seminars, 
old political hands from every state. And they 
are coming to see him, by the dozem State and 
local potititians from all over the nation are flood- 
ing in to touch the hand of the' man who is the 
most likely Republican candidate for the White 
House in 2000, and perhaps the next president 
of the United States. 

Mr Bush badly needed them to come to him: 
He was re-elected Governor last year by a land- 
slide. Unlike other Republican candidates, he has 
a job and cannot just up and run for New Hamp- 
shire or Iowa to start kissing babies. “I want to 
tefl my friends outside of Texas, especially in the 
eay primary states,! won’t be able to visit until 
this summen” be said on Sunday, launc h i n g his 
Presidential Exploratory Committee. “First I 
have a job to do in Texas.” 

But buSding the Field of Dreams in Austin has . 
had plenty of other attractions. It has allowed 
him and his team to remain in control of the 
process. It has given the campaign an aura of 


effective, broad and highly structured campaign 
organisation of the decade. The Bush 2000 
campaign has brought in aides to other candi- 
dates, finks to the refigious rig&t money-men, 
consultants and lobbyists anxious to get on board 
and policy intellectuals from across the ideolog- 
ical spectrum of the right and centre. Whatever 
else you say aboUtthis man, you must admit he 


Outside Tsxas, Mr Bush has had little pres- 
ence until, the last six months, as it became dear 
lhat he would run and might win. We know his 
father; the preppy New Englander who came to 
Texas for business, won the White House and 
then lost it to Bill Clinton. But who exactly is 
George W Bush? 

He is a Texan, far more than his father he 
was educated here, worked in the ofi business, 
bought into the Texas Rangers baseball te am , 
stood for Congress, and won the Governor's Man- 
skxtiHe has also spent more time in private basi- 
ness than, bis father; and less in public service. 
ButKke the Bush family in general he is also 
very New England; he is old money; weD- 


his Presidential Exploratory Committee there 
are three women (one Mack), one black man and 
one Hispanic: only half are white men in suits. 
He speaks freely about the need to open the party 
up, about opportunity for afi. He is warm in public, 
and accessible. ESs political imagery is strikingly 
(and deliberately) similar to the optimistic lan- 
guage of Ronald Reagan - though this time it 
is4^ u moshme'Side of the mountain” rather 
than “morning again in America”. ~He refere- 
like every modern Republican -to the coalition 
that was built up fay Reagan. He also speaks often 
of the “party of Lincoln’'. After the Civil Wai; it 
was the Republicans who drew support from the 
black community, and the Democrats who were 
seen as the party of segregation. 

Bush is a classic conservative, talking often 
about culture and values, but also about social 
obligation and the need to help those at the bot- 
tom of the isle to help themselves. He has not 
taken partin the Republican assault on Bill CKn- 
ton for his private life, and does not want his 
opponents to mess with him or his family. 

There have been rumours about his private 


BY ANDREW MARSHALL 


to continue to maintain that he has not quite de- . 
tided yet on his candidary to keep "not running", 
even when everyone knows that the only thing 
thatwifl stop a Bush campaign is an act of God. 

The voice in the cornfields for Ur Bush 
belongs to Kari Rove, the political intelligence 
behind the campaign that isn't. Mr Bush him- 
self is no political tyro, but Mr Rove, his key 


mannered, competitive and dean-limbed, and 
quite deatiy he was bom and bred for politics. 

Most of those around him say he is not that 
psychological^ complex; there is no great seek- 
ing after adulation, as sometimes seems to be 
.the case with BiH Clinton. Nor is there a great 
hunger for power and control as there was with 
Richard Ifeon. He is, largely what he seems: a 
decent, quite conservative man in his fifties with 
a happy marriage and two young daughters, who 
does politics for a fiving. 

The fact that he is not a screwball does not 
mean, of bourse, that he is shallow or facile. He 
does not have the personal magnetism of Bill 
Clin ton, which can electrify a room; nor does he 
have the flaws. And his most likely opponent in 
2000 is A2 Gore, who could not electrify a room 
2 you plugged him into the mams. 


^ound 


him and Mr Bush there is the most 


and the campaign machin e has drawn nn them 
assiduously He is genuinely inclusive, in the 
sense that he reaches auttosedions of the pop- 
ulation lemg ignored by the Republican right On 


life, mid he has admitted that he once drank too 
much. This will not hurt him, especially not in 
Thxas. What may are rumours of other activit- 
ies. Asked 2 he had ever us^ “drugs, marr^ 
na, cocaine”, he replied: “It is irrelevant what I 
did 20 or 30 years ago. What’s relevant is that I 
have learnt from aqy mistakes that I made.” 

Texas observers point out, however; that his 
private fife has been very different from that of 
the current President He washeverpart erf the 
countercultural Sixties. His circle of friends is 
dose and veay discreet Whatever he did, there 
are unlikely to be members of that code hawk- 
ing their stories to national newspapers. 

But there are other problems in his future that 
must be taken into account The first is himself 
He has obvious flaws, despite his great skills at 

the retail politics of handshakes and back slaps 
and his evident competence as a governor He 

is not a great speaken sometimes appearing stiff 
and wooden. ECe also loses his tempo’ sometimes. 

The second isbis own party. The Republicans 
have shown enormous talent over the last year 


for shooting themselves in the foot Some of the 
other candidates will want damage him, badly 
and early -and not just because he is the front- 
runner; “Compassionate conservativism” irrit- 
ates those wbn think he is trying to outflank them 
by painting fellow conservatives as uncaring 
(which he is) and by aiming for the moderates 
in both parties (which he is). It reminds many 
afthe“Mndei; gentler America" promised by his 
father; which led indirectly to the party's loss of 
the White House after 18 years. 

And the third pi^lenL inevitably wffl be com- 
parisons with his father who, though still very 
popular in parts of the party, is regarded by the 
conservative right as too liberal and by much 
of working-class America as a stiff, Field qf 
Dreams was a film about a man coming to terms 
with his father; and those who know George W 
ssy that one reason why he is running - and only 
one among many -Is to recover his father’s leg- 
acy from the man who beat him. Bill Clinton. 

To do so, though, there is the pressing ques- 
tion that he must answer; which his father some- 
times seemed to find hard to resolve. Why exactly 
does be want to be president? In 1980, his father 
beat Ronald Reagan in the Iowa caucuses, the 
first event in the nomination calendar; and be- 
came super-confident - overconfident as it I 
turned out he lost badly fa New Hampshire, and : 
never really recovered. “We did not answer the 
question of ‘George Why’?” said James Bakes; 
the elder Bush’s campaign manager: 

America has largely stopped asking “George 
Which” and is now saying “George Wow!", or 
“George What?", or “George When?”. At some 
time in the coming months, as the campaign 
really gets underway the same question will be 
asked of him: why? After aD, America, is rich and 
doing well why switch horses in midstream - 
especially as it was his father who, after the long 
Reagan boom, presided over the Bush bust? 

At the moment, he has most of the answers, 
but not quite afi. “The purpose of prosperity is 
not merely material wealth,” he says, mid: “My 
concern is that this nation best be careful or 
we’re going to leave people behind” Some 
time in the next six mouths, he will have to come 
up with a better reason why America should once 
again entrust its future to the Bush family, and 
he wiH But at the moment, sometimes it seems 
as though he himself is not quite sure. 
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TORONTO OR NEW YORK 

Five nights at Toronto Sheraton Hying one way on 
Concorde • depart from Heathrow or Manchester 
• twice monthly from May till October • Niagara with 
helic opter »dty tour • luncheons* theatre £1, 999 

BA 747 to New York cm any day • three nights at 
Sheraton (inc. Sat) • Concorde to Heathrow £2,999 

WHALES IN ICELAND 

Fly to Iceland on 19 Jane • five nights • tour Reykjavik, 
Giilfdss Falls and springs at Geysir • icebergs boat trip 
• see whales in Midnight Sun • Concorde return £1,999, 
or £2,699 with Concorde supersonic both ways on 24 June 

MONACO GRAND PRIX 

Day return flight to Nice on 16 May from Luton or 
Manchester • luncheon and seat at Mirabeau £599, 
or £1,499 with Concorde supersonic from Heathrow, 
or £1,999 for Concorde weekend in Nice on 1 4-16 May 

ORIANA & ORIENT-EXPRESS 

Concorde to Tenerife on 9 April or 9 Nov. • five 
night Oriana cruise to Southampton via Lanzarote 
and Vigo • Orient-Express to Victoria £1,799 

QE2 WITH ORIENT-EXPRESS 

Orient-Express to Southampton on 16 May • four 
night QE2 cruise to VilJefiranche via Barcelona • visit 
Monaco • Concorde return from Nice £1,699 


QE2 cruise to Tenerife < 


on on 7 June • three night 
jncorde return £1,499 


Orient-Express, QE2 and Concorde to New York and 
Toronto on 27 Jane, 22 Aug. or 19 Sept £3,999 

SUPERSONIC LUNCHEON 

Concorde supersonic luncheon flight from Heathrow 
on 12 April or 17 May • visit flight deck from £599 

For oar full colour brochure, phase telephone; 

0181-9924477 

S orwriteto r— 

SUPERLATIVE TRAVEL ^ 

43, Woodhurst Road, London. W3 6SS 
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2/COMMENT AND LETTERS 


THE WEDNESDAY REVIEW 

The Independent 10 March 1999 


MS' 


Right to roam 


Sr. David Aaronovitch’s article on 
the Government's right to roam 
proposals (Comment, 9 March) 
contains many misconceptions 
about who owns and cares for the 
countryside. I am no apologist for 
landed interests or the bully-boys 
of the rural scene, but, I do stand 
up for the smallholders of about 50 
acres who make up the majority of 
the Country Landowners’ 
Association membership. 

The area I live in is beautiful 
and attracts a lot of visitors, which 
is their right However, the 
increasing pressure on the 
countryside is invading the privacy 
of those who live here. - 
In our case, walkers have to 
walk through our farmyard, past 
our front door. They believe that 
they are invisible to my family and 
no consideration given that we live 
here. Dogs wander off the right of 
way litter is dropped, strangers 
poke about the barns. The law of 
trespass? Fbrget it Police 
protection? Fbrget that too. “Is he 
carrying a gun, madam?*' 

We have tried to get the council 
to divert the right of way. We are 
now in our second yean facing a bill 
of £20,000 and with no end in sight 
The position in law of the use of 
rights of way is confused, archaic, 
bureaucratic and supremely costly 
if you want to change things to 
reconcile privacy with the common 
good. Rights of way arose because 
they reflected how rural people 
moved around the countryside in 
the past; they were not designed 
for modern recreational 
requirements. 

CHRISTOPHER LUKE 
Abergavenny, Gwent 


Sir. I am not a country Landowner - 
I live in Manchester and wouldn’t 
know one end of a combine 
harvester from another- but 
following the Government's idiotic 
kowtowing to the “right to roam" 
lobby I look forward to the 
spectacle of hordes of ramblers 
descending on Chequers gaDy 
scattering crisp packets and 
letting their semi-trained animals 
loose on the wildlife. At least Tbny 
Blair's livelihood doesn’t depend 
on it. 

JOHN GALE 
Manchester 


Sin I have received today a letter 
from The Ramblers seeking fends 
to fight the case against Mr Van 
Hoogstraten, who is denying l egal 
access amiss his land. I wonder 
how many others share my 
incredulity that the relevant 
authorities do not deal with Mr Van 
Hoogstraten in a manner which 
causes him to comply with the law 
instead of retying on a charity to do 
the job for them. 

DE ARCHER 
Barnsley. 

South Yorkshire 


Sin The question of land 
ownership and the transfer of land 
can be dealt with by an office of 
land management as part of the 
new Scottish Parliaments is all 
well and good for Andrew 
Dingwall-Fbrdyce of the Scottish 
Landowners’ Federation to say 
that legislation is not needed or 
wanted (letter 8 March) but he is 
only speaking on behalf of vested 
interest Where is the evidence 
that a true consensus of opinion 
has shown this to be true? 

The landowners of Scotland do 
not have a very good track record 
for acting on behalf of the working 
class. One has only to read of the 
Clearances to understand how 
much the real people of Scotland 
have been close to the heart of the 
owners. Recent land sales have 
been to the detriment of people 
trying to make a living on the land, 
and Knaydart is a prime example. 

Does Kir Dingwail-Fbrttyce 
expect us to believe that the 
Landowners' Federation can 
police land sales property? May I 
suggest that the people of Scotland 
should hare a say in whether some 
German artist or whoever is a 
proper person to administer land 
which belongs to the people of 
Scotland. I wish the new 
Parliament well. 

ERIC STENTON 
Sheffield 


LETTERS To THE EDITOR 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor, The Independent, 1 Canada Square, London El 4 SDL and include a daytime telephone number, 
fax to 0171 293 2056 or e-mail to Ietters@independent.co.uk. E-mail correspondents are asked to give a postal address. 

Letters may be edited for length and clarity 
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National Orchestra Week No 3: Hie French horn player takes a bow after a recital at a retirement home in Old Coulsdon, Surrey 


David Rose 


Pusztai’s results 


Sin The attempt by Professor 
Rhodes and Dr Finn (letters. 3 
March; to clarity the Pusztai affair 
was misleading. 

They imply that lectins are not 
realty toxic (making Dr Pusztai’s 
results appear significant) by 
saying they exist naturally on 
mammalian cells. This is true, but 
it is also irrelevant 

Those used in Dr Pusztai’s work 
were plant lectins and these are all 
toxic to something. Their purpose 

is tn T nakp animals gatin g th em 

feel ill and stop. Like other 
proteins, lectins are inactivated by 
cooking. Dr Pusztai fed GNA lectin 
raw to rats and an effect on digesta 
retention was observed in one 
experiment Should anyone be too 
surprised? In aqy case Dr Pusztai 
was unable to replicate this effect a 
second tuna 

In all other instances the GNA 
lectin could not be shown to have 
any significant effect at all, even 
when added directly to feed at 100 
times the concentration expressed 
in the GM tubers. So why thefuss? 
It is because the addition of 
another lectin (Con A) to feed 
resulted in rats with impaired 
immune systems. 

The amount added was 5.000 
times the concentration expressed 
by the potatoes themselves. If you 
feed a known poison to rats at 5,000 
times its normal level it is not 
surprising if they end up ilL The 
Rowett Institute concluded that 
“the results were far too variable to 
reach statistical significance and 
too inconsistent to draw any 
meaningful conclusions'’. Fallowing 
Dr Pusztai's public inferences to 
the contrary, suspension was 
perhaps inevitable. 

Professor Rhodes and Dr Finn 
conclude by saying that Dr Pusztai 
was certainly not trying to imply 
that GM foods are unsafe, but 
simply carrying out impartial 
research. This too is misleading. 

Dr Pusztai has actually said. “We 
are assured this (GM food; is safe 
but if you asked me I wouldn’t eat 
it,” 

This is not the reice of 


impartiality. As a postgraduate 
biological science student there 
are certain regulations I would like 
to see introduced in the production 
of GM foods. However, if in my 
work I had produced such 
unfounded conclusions and 
statements as those made by Dr 
Pusztai, my supervisor would have 
doubtless hit the root 
MARK MADDOX BScMSc GIBioL 
Nvneatcm. Warwickshire 


Male feminists? 


Howard’s away 


Sir; Are there any male feminis ts? 
Let us hope not Most modern 
men, perhaps with a few 
exceptions like Adrian Coyle 
(letter; 8 March), are much too 
complete, rounded human beings 
to be capable of the histrionic 
ran tings of career bigots like 
Germaine Greer or Suzanne 
Moore. 

Dr SIMON FORDHAM 
Liverpool 


gender stereotyping are alive 
and well. 

KATYA WHTITON 
St Anne's College 
Oxford 


Sir: Michael Howard’s decision to 
amble off into the political sunset 
this summer is far more significant 
for Conservatives than one ageing 
ex-minister opting out. Howard 
has seen the writing on the wall for 
himself and his party and it reads, 
“Labour rules for the foreseeable 
future.” 

Is it really less than a decade 
since the lady who was “not for 
turning” was turned out of NolO by 
a rabble of jealous and 
incompetent political pygmies? 

The rabble is now a shambles. 
The most ineffectual opposition in 
living memory -and worse is yet to 
come. It is stiH three years before 
William Hague fulfils his destiny by 
losing the next general election. 

Oh. how are the mighty fallen! 
TONY THORN 
Bardon. Hampshire 


Sir; Dr Adrian Coyle, as well as 
.being offensive about, 
transsexuals, also manages to 
miss the point 

Feminism, at its best is about 
doing away with gender 
stereotypes, and with 
discrimination on the grounds of 
gender. It is about breaking the 
link that seems to exist in so 
many people's minds, between 
having a certain set of genitals 
or chromosomes and being 
expected to fulfil a certain sort of 
societal role. 

Talking about “womanliness" 
as if it were universally agreed 
what this term means, and 
advocating the exclusion of 
people with y -chromosomes 
from the feminist movement 
suggests that, for Dr Coyle at 
least, sex discrimination and 


Sir: Now here’s a paradox. On 
International Women's Day (8 
March), The Independent 
publishes a book review about the 
18th-century writer Charlotte 
Smith. Why is the piece dominated 
fiy a picture of William 
Wordsworth, who is barety 
mentioned in the article? And why 
his picture is about 15 times as 
large as the tiny portrait of 
Charlotte Smith? 

What the reader sees is that 
men are considered more 
important and dominant than 
women, even if the subject under 
discussion is a woman. With men, 
as usual, on the front page, it would 
seem that every day is 
International Men’s Day. 

MARIAN REID 
Alloway, Ayrshire 


Census of faith 


Bovine Bard 


Sin Harold Bloom's arrogance 
seems Hmitless. Referring to the 
reception of a talk he gave at 
Oxford University last week he is 
quoted as saying, “1 watched the 
faces of my audience as I delivered 
this and saw blank 


Sir. Andrew Grice's analysis 
(“Hague urged to hit poll 
target” 8 March) of the coming 
battle in the May local 
elections seems to suggest a 
mainly two-way fight between 
the Tories and Labour: Does be 
omit the fact that the Liberal 
Democrats control more local 
councils than the Tories in 
order to divert the Tories from 
their main threat, undermine - 
the Liberal Democrats, or 
leave out complexities for the 
benefit of a dumbed-down 
readership? 

TJ STONE 
Whittiesfbrd, 

Cambridgeshire 


In Brief 


Sin Europe is moving towards 
greater integration and. in 
general, I welcome that My 
motivation is not cheaper food 
or standardised working hours 
-it is the hope that we never 
see another European wan Our 
process of integration most be 
similar to the experience of the 
separate states of America. It 
is interesting to speculate what 
would have happened if a state 
had chosen not to adopt the 
dollar: Now you can use the US 
dollar in most countries of the 
world. How well do yon think 


you’d get on with, say, Ohio 
dollars? 

NORMAN PATERSON 
Anstruther.Fife 


Sin Rapid translation, printing 
and distribution has already 
rushed Monica’s Story to our 
distant corner of France, where 
the local supermarket has set a 
pile of it, with what I think in 
England is called Gallic flair, 
right at tiie heart of a massive 
display of the Guide MicheHn 
1999, also just out. As you might 
expect of Prance, the Guide is 
fast disappearing Monica not 
JOHN LIVINGSTONE 
Biarritz 


Sin No one should have to disclose 
their faith (or lack of it) 
mandatority. least of all to the head 
of their household or the state 
(leading article, 5 March). 

Neither will the statistics 
gathered in the 2001 census be 
accurate: those of believers will be 
substantially exaggerated. As they 
do on hospital next-of-kin forms, 
people will tend to register their 
“fei th” at birth - C of E or whatever 
- even if they have not been to a 
religious service for years and 
have no interest in religion. The 
inflated figures are likely to be 
used to secure farther 
unwarranted religious privileges. 

Neither will the various kinds of 
partial or non-believers be 
accurately counted. Such terms as 
“agnostic” are too subtle to be 
registered accurately in census 
tick-boxes by the head of the 
household on its behalf 

These questions must be 
removed from the census. 

K PORTEOUSWOOD 
General Secretary 
National Secular Society 
LondonWCl 


Dumb screens 


Sin I wonder what makes me 
think that Andreas Whiuam Smith 
lives in London Tit's dumb to say 
that culture is just plumbing the 
depths”. 8 March). 

Of the four films he mentioned, 
only one has been available to us-, 
and no, we don't live in the Outer 
Hebrides, but 40 miles from Marble 
Arch, with three multiplexes with® 
half an hour's traveL 

True, they will probably have ’ 
one showing each, in a few mouths 1 
time, on a Monday evening at 750, 
<in a slot pretentiously entitled 
“Director's Chair".) 

Mr Whittam Smith has faDeufcr 
the line that “more’’ means more 
choice and a better service far the - 
«>nsumer. We first learned that it' 
doesn't in thel978s, with the 
introduction of multi-screen 

cinemas. “Oh good.” we thought, 

“six screens to choose from, so well 
get the Woody Allen films as wefl.” 

But no - six screens meant that fee 
blockbusters were shown on three 
of them, the sex epics on two, and 
ttidstuff on the other 

Tky seeing Bukoorth or 
Affliction this week outside 
London. It's A Bug's Life and 
You've Got Mad at two screens 
each for the thirdweek running, 
GILLJEFFORD 
Thame. Oxfordshire 


Sir Andreas Whittam Smith is 
correct when he writes of television 
and “its role as an educator”. I dotft 
have TV never have, but 
occarionalty see programmes . . 
courtesy of a friend and have been 
taught all sorts of things from the 
commercial breaks. Many of the 
food advertisements reveal that few 
people know how to hold a knife and 
fork. 

ROBERT VINCENT 
Andover. Hampshire 


Transplant ethics 


incomprehension. I had a virion of 
an airplane flying over cows in a 
meadow.” (Books Interview, 6 
March) 

My bewilderment at Mr Bloom's 
argument was, it would appear; a 
product of my sheer ignorance. Of 
course, the fact that Mr Bloom 
delivered his speech, or rather 
simply read from bis recent book, 
in a monotonous and uninspiring 
drone could have played no part 

If Fhlstaff realty is “the mortal 
god of my imaginings”, Mr Bloom 
should return to Shakespeare's 
text and try to learn a thing or two 
from his hero's rhetorical • • 
performance. Meanwhile, I think it 
would be preferable for me and my 
fellow bovine students to keep to 
the grass-roots of Shakespeare 
rather than indulge in an arrogant 
flight of fantasy. 

BEN SANDERSON 
St Catherine's College 
Oxford 


Sir Asa s taff nurse on a paediatric 
intensive care unit I was very _ 

disturbed by Esme Thompson’s 
letter (8 March) about organ 
donation. 

It is now possible to keep a 
patient’s body alive when they are 
actualty “brain dead” and it is then 
patients who are considered fear 
organ donation. Very strict tests are 
performed which establish, without 
a doubt, that the brain stemhas 
been irretrievably destroyed and 
the patient's body would not . 
function any more without the 
assistance of machinery. These 
tests are performed twice and the 
patient has to fail then both times 
to go for organ donation. U thereis 
' any doubt at all then the patient’s 
tr eatmen t continue s as 
aggre£sivetyasbefore.Jhmilie&)'' 
can, and often do, choose to be 
present when the tests are 
performed, and they are explained 
in detail 

It is very important to keep the 
organs in as good condition as 
possible to give the recipients the 
best chance, and to deprive them of 
oxygen would damage them; so all 
support to maintain the organs is 
continued until organ retrieval is 
completed- 

The time of death is registered 
as at completion of the first set of 
tests. The families of patients who 
donate organs are fully aware of aD 
the implications of organ donation 
and receive objective advice and . 
full support from nursing and 
metical staff at what is an 
incredibly difficult time. Comments 
such as Esme Thompson’s are very 
damaging indeed 
ANN SKELHORN 
Warrington, Cheshire 
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Torture 


Sir Judge Paul Sacco of Colorado 
punishes teenagers who have their 
in-car stereos on too loudty by 
making them listen to the mnsicaf 
such as Dean Martin, Henry 
Mantini and John Denver (report, 
3 March). If he were to make than 
listen to a recording ol Harrison 
Birtwistle's Panic, would this not 
constitute, as a “cruel and unusual 
punishment”, a breach of their - 

constitutional rights under the 
Eighth Amendment? 

NIGEL BALDWIN 
Portsmouth 
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Sire, banish these dark thoughts of yon Duke Gordon! 


K 


MORE today of the unfolding saga of Tony Blair, 
as told in the recently rediscovered Shake- 
spearean masterpiece The History of King Tbny 
or New Labour's Lost. Today we kick off with the 
first known Shakespearean description of the lead- 
up to Budget Day. 


The scene: King Tony's Counsel Chamber, where 
he is about to receive Duke Gordon Brown. 
King Tony: {Meditating aloud] 

God give me strength to deal with Gordon Brown! 
So restless is he in his daily work 
I scarce can pin him in a chair to sit 
Before he britches to his feet again 
And roams around the room like a mad prophet. 
Spilling facts and charts as he declaims. 

He is a man whose eye is hard to meet - 
It darts around the room like some mad hare. 
While his faint smile doth flicker on and off 
Like lightning on his native Scottish hills. 

Did I say HIS? 1 meant, OUR native hills. 

Fbr I must learn to be a Scot again 

And catch their hearts when devolution comes... 


Perhaps I should have kept my Scottish brogue, 
As Gordon Brown has done. Oh, damn the rogue! 
f As fie is talking- enter his urije. Queen CHeriel 
Queen: Now, sire, do not let yourseif come down 
With darkest thoughts of yon Duke Gordon Brown. 
Think not of him as rival or pretender - 
To gain your crown is not on his agenda. 

He is your Chancellor that's all He works foryou! 
Tony: And orders what folk may or may n ot do! 
He tells MY people how to spend THEIR cash. 
But I will get the blame if there’s a crash! 
Queen: Sweet king, sweet king, you must not brood 

like this. 

Calm yourself down. Give your dear queen a kiss. 
King Ibny: And let my Chancellor see us embrace? 
HI teach the wretch to know his proper place. 

Til not have him sneaking round and spying. 
USnter Duke Gorrion Brown] 

Ah, there you are. You see. I’ve caught you prying. 
Gordon Brown: My Lord, I know not what you 
mean by that 

I merely come to show my Budget speech 
Which I am due to show to your fair people 




Miles 

Kington 

Budget day is fast approaching 
and all is not well 
in the court of King Tony 
and Queen Cherie 


Tomorrow afternoon, as ever is. 

Tbny: Ah, yes? Let us inspectyour Budget speech 
So that I may have some input into it 


Brown: Tbo late for that my lord. I much do fear. 
The speech is writ I cannot change a thing. 

Not even for the fancy of a long. 

King: {Aside to his Queen J 

You see? He scarce contains his mockery. 

He likes me not He hates my very guts! 

Queen: No, no, my Lord! Tm sure it is not so! 
Tis just his manner; which is quite abrupt 
I grant his outside look is stiff and cold. 

But the inner man may have a heart of gold! 
Brown: You speak of gold? Yes, later on I shall 
Deal with this matter when I come to speak 
Upon the very real and pressing problems 
Of international currencies today. 

King: You see? Just press a button. Off he goes! 
With an instant lecture on our nation’s woes! 
Brown: Turning now to steady control of growth.. . 
King: There shall be no such turn now, fcy my troth! 
Brown: What is this, my liege? Why do you shout? 
Why should I leave such weighty questions out 
As inflation, growth, the labour pool? 

King; Stop there! I am the Kinff Tis I who rule! 
You must not treat me as a boy at schooL 


All that I need from you, come Budget Day 
Is for you to face the folk and say 
That you are lowering taxes thi$ tim e round 
Although still screwing them into the ground! 
The art of Budgets is to understand 
How to give with one, take with the other, hand! ' 
Brown: Sire, this I know. I think that you shall see . 
A Budget which will benefit you and me, w .• 

Even if brings good to no one else! 

King: Good, goal But what on earth -HeJTsbeBSl 
Who comes this way inside our very Patecel 
What is this shape, this half-demented Alice, _ . 
Striding across the floor with nine-feet paces 
Pulling the most alarming unfeminine faces! 
{Enter Dame Janet Street-Porter, bearing, a 
banner reading u Give Us The Right foJton&WJ-; 
Janet: Gawd, me blisters! Mustfind apfaee tosit 
Then I can speak my piece, and this is it. . 

We now demand the unlimited right to roam ' 
And anywhere we walk, that place is home! 


b 1 *., •••"/' •' 

v;'« 








Wai fang ibny get rid of Dame Janet? Qr Daft* 
Cordon Brown? Don't miss the next efAsodel-.:'-. 
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Mr Howard’s decision 
exposes the infirmity 
of the Conservatives 

THAT MICHAEL Howard has wearied of the Conservative 
*Sn°t surprising, even if it is rather worrying 


~ ^“^^wui^naxiattsDeieaguerea leader TOflaom 
Hague. Mr Howard's retirement it quite dear that 

many senior Consprcatruae *»/» ,_ , 


rr~* tclurn to ministerial office, at the next gen- 
eral election. It also leaves the Conservatives without any 
d their big guns from the M^or years. Douglas Hurd, Chris 
Patten, Michael Portillo, Michael Heseltine, Tfl»rffwth 
Clarke: none of them now remains on the front bench to 
contest New Labour’s mastery of the political landscape. 
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• the baseball he adores. This new^japer opposed aimrvgt 
everything he ever did as a minister; but he has served 
his party, and the governments afwhichhewas a member; 
with the intelligence and loyalty that his often abrasive 
populism sometimes obscured. 

It was Mr Howard’s misfortune to become the symbol 
of all that went wrong with the Conservative project. 
First he was the ruthlessly efficient hard man, as local gov- 
ernment minister driving through the Thateberite poll tax, 
a measure that showed just how out of touch the Iran Lad|y 

had become. Then, when he was home secretary under 
John Major; his rants against “liberals” refugees, illegal 
i m migrants, sin gle mothers and almost anyone he 
could blame for rising crime figures, summed up the Major 
years of confusion and muddle. Initiative, after initiative 
hit the rocks, as the judges, the prison sendee and even 
the police turned against Mr Howard’s “tough” regime. 

Most recently, Mr Howard has experienced the frus- 
tration of the barren Hague years. Performing with pre- 
cision, well-directed indignation and aggressive attantmg 
fervour in his dissection of the Foreign Secretary’s many 
blunders, he has nevertheless made little impact an his 
opponent, the weakest senior member erf the Cabinet Mr 
Howard is the best example of that impotent invisible hard 
work that characterises Mr Hague’s Shadow Cabinet 

The Conservatives have thus been robbed of another 
experienced operator- Mr Howard’s inability to perform 
convincingly on television, and his identifi cation with the 
Tory past, having eclipsed their real long-term interests. 
There are able younger Tories in the ranks, Dr Liam Fox 
at constitutional affairs and Theresa May .as Shadow 
schools minister among them, who need more time before 
they are exposed to the pressures of the top jobs; Mr 
Howard’s retirement may deny them that. The* foreign 
affairs post vital in the Tory civil war over Europe, needs 
someone with some wei ght an d standing to fill it and such 
figures are not' conspicuous in the Parfiamentaiy Con- 
servative Party. All mail, Mr Howard's departure is one 
more sign of the infirmity of that once-proud party. 



We still have free will 
in the age of genetics 

when SCIENTISTS claimed to have found the “gay gene”, 
they detonated a furious argument about fhee win and deter- 
minism. It had long been argued that the age of consent 
for homosexual sex should not be equalised at 16 because 
homosexuality was “just a phase”, and young men might 
be “converted” to it at a vulnerable and ambiguous time 
of their lives. Those in favour of equably responded that 
most people feel sure about their sexuality long before they 
are 16. Some of them seized on the finding that homosex- 
uality might be genetically determined as ammunition for 
their sdde erf the debate, but this was premature. 

Now another study Hahns to have found that bullying 
is in the genes. This is a gross simplification of the oon- 
dusKHi of a study that itself assumes that the lines of caus- 


ation from genes to personality are simple. This is a 
rapidly growing area of research, which has recently pro- 
duced findings (again, not yet replicated in other studies) 
that “cautiousness”, and differences in behaviour between 
boys and girls, may be genetically determined. 

The problem is that the way in which genes influence 
personality is neither simple nor well understood. It is 
understood even less by the lay public, who may be mis- 
led into thinking that the latest research in someway excus- 
es bullying “I can’t help it. Miss, it’s in my genes.” So even 
if these findings are backed up by further research, we are 
still a long way from being able to make any practical use 
of them. When the ways in which characte r and Tntenigmre 
are constructed from the information encoded in the 
80,000 human genes are understood, then the difficult eth- 
ical questions begin. Then we face the prospect of the rich 
of the world being able to control their own evolution. 

Meanwhile, it is more important to insist that nothing 
in the' science of genetics absolves people from making 


moral choices about their own behaviour. From the earli- 
est times, philosophers have struggled with the knowledge 
that free vriD is constrained. For a long time, the deep con- 
straint was not genes but religion. Butthe wise philosophers 
have always concluded that people have choices and 
should try to use them for good. That is as true in today's 
secular age as it ever has been. 


Safe havens 


Astonishingly, Mr Adams and 
Mr Trimble share a common aim 


til*!*!' 


TODAY 10 MARCH, was supposed to be 
the day when power was transferred 
from London to a brand new insti- 
tution in Belfest, thus opening a new 
era in which fmripnt Irish quarrels 
might move from the streets to a 
purely political arena. 

Ifchastft waited out like that, far the 
unsurprising reason that the old issue 
of decommissioning remains un- 
resolved. So there has been yet an- 
other postponement, with a new 
deadline set for the end of the month, 
when Lhe peace process may either 
move cm or fell apart 

Somebody once said that war was 
95 per cent tedium and 5 per cent 
sheer terror They might have been 
talking about the peace process, since 
its history is one of periods oflongueur 
and stasis, interspersed with periods 
of white-knuckle turmoil. 

Most of the deals that have kept it 
going have been concluded in inten- 
sive, last-minute bursts of negotiation 
invoking not just local parties but also 
the London and Dublin governments, 
and very often Washington as wefl. 

ft seems destined to be Kfee this yet 
a gain, for all the experience is that 
b ringing imirwtem and nationalism to- 
gether requires a chemical reaction 
which occurs onty when consid er able 
external heat is applied. Finding an ac- 
rarnmndafinn this time wffl require the 
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both David Himhle and Gerry Adams, 
for at this moment their stances are 
singly incompatibl e. 

In some ways the positions of the 
two men can appear as a mirror 
image. Both are leading their re- 
spective movements, republican and 


unionist, into tnpreedentod areas. No 
unionist leader before Trimble even 
dreamt of having Sinn Fein in 
government; their traditional aim 
was to crush republicanism. No pre- 
Adams republican ever contemplated 
joining a Northern Ireland govern- 
ment, befog instead m toe business of 
tearing it down. 

Both leaders are capable of being 
viewed as men who are personally 
anxious to make progress, but whose 
freedom of movement is severely 
limited by hardliners at their backs. 
But although there is probably much 
truth in sudi portrayals they have, on 
closer examination, very different 
problems. 

Trimble has at his back a sharply 
divided unionism, which is both 
structurally fragmented into half a 
dozen parties, and confused in its 
aims. Many unionists ^ voted against 
the Good Friday agreement and 
would celebrate its collapse, befog 
temperamentally opposed to a deal on 
any such lines. 

Rjr some of these the decommis- 
sioning demand, while ostensibly ad- 
vanced as a moral issue and a test of 
democratic commitment, is in feet a 
socially acceptable way of expressing 
religions bigotry, or a refusal to 
contemplate any new form of part- 
nership government. 

Ontopofthatcomesalnyercftrad- 
itionfll Protestant pessimism and ryn- 
idsm that regards the peace process 
as a danger rather than an opportun- 
ity or alternatively as just another 
false dawn. 

Within the new assembly the pro- 
and anti-TrimWe unionists are evenly 



David 

McKittrick 

The existence of this unity 
of purpose will be worth 
remembering in the 
turbulent weeks ahead 

balanced, which means that the 
leader of the Unionist party must for- 
ever watch his back against Paisleyite 
raids and the danger crfde&ctians. The 
Trimble response to this has been to 
do Dttle that is audacious, and es- 
sentiany to proceed at the speed of the 
slowest ships in his convoy 

On toe Catholic side, by contrast, 
enthuaasm for the peace process re- 
mains undimmed and virtually unan- 
imous. Republicans and nationalists, 
in general want decommissioning 
speedify sorted out and the executive 
speedily set up. 

Rirfoennore, both Dublin and the 
SDLP have of late significantly shift- 
ed their positions and now lean more 

towards the Trimble position on 

decommissioning. 

There is thus nationalist unity of 
overall purpose and, at first sight. 


more flexibility on the arms issue. So 
why do the republicans keep main- 
taining that there won’t be de- 
commissioning? Since the generality 
of nationalism appears to be as prag- 
matic as evei; the answer seems to lie 
within the IRA. ’ 

For some years it seems that, 
although Adams h as been given the 
go-ahead for his many political 
innovations, it was always made dear 
that the issue of decommissioning^ was 
the IRA’s .final redoubt The word^ was, 
“Ily new tilings, yes - but not one bul- 
let, not an ounce.” 

We know little of the internal 
machinations of the IRA; but viewed 
in this light it may be that bolding out 
on decommissioning has been a ce- 
ment in holding the republican move- 
ment together; and pretty wdl intact, 
wbte tt has manoeuvred towards pol- 
itics. ffAdams and company judge that 
decommissioning would now split the 
movement, then riACn mmigginning 
will not happen. 

At this point the concept of the mir- 
ror image appears again, for both 
Trimble and Adams fuse the risk of 
splits in their movements and both 
look uncomfortably dose to the lim- 
its of their negotiating positions. 

We can see why many supporters 
of the peace process regard decom- 
missioning as an absolutely noxious 
issue, since it effectively acts as a tacit 
rallying-point for hardline unionists 
and hardline IRA elements. Both, 
from their completely different stand- 
points, can use it in their cmnnxHi pur- 
pose of attacking the peace process. 

With the issue still unresolved, 
today’s target date thus jobs the list 


of missed deadlines. The new late- 
March target is meant to concentrate 
minds as the psych olog ic al watershed 
of the first anniversary looms, though 
there is as yet littie reason to believe 
Quit this latest postponement will 
make the negotiation less tfifBcuiti 

The hurdles are obvious enough, 
the positive foctors less so. The Good 
Friday agreement not only won multi- 
party support but, through the refer- 
endums, which were strongly 
approving, it received^ What might be 
termed the ultimate democratic en- 
dorsement Thus, while the politicians 
have yet to reach final accord, it can 
be argued strongly that the people 
have spoken. 

That was amazing enough for 
Northern Ireland, but even more 
amazing, and not always evident, is the 
fact that David Trimble and Gerry 
Adams now have a community ai in- 
terest They want the same thing, 
which is to say getting the Good Fri- 
day agreement up and runnmg, form- 
ing a government and setting up new 
forfihifTTOT gthat-wfll trangfiv-m fh pfafy 

of Northern Ireland. 

They certainty want different 
things to emerge Bran the agreement, 
but for both, the accord itself re- 
mains not only an acceptable but 
also a highly desirable framework fix' 
tbepofitics of the future. The existence 
of that unity of purpose wdQ be worth 
remembering in the turbulent weeks 
that lie ahead. 

The author t oas named Corres- 
pemdent of the Year m die 'What the 
Papers Soy* awards earlier this 
month 


THE POLICE refusal to move Neil and Jamie Acourt, two 
of the young men suspected of the murder of Stephen 
Lawrence, is disturbing. No one pretends Ghat these men 
are pleasant characters, but if they have indeed received 
death threats, the police should take them. seriously. There' 
certainty are people who would like to do some serious 
harm to the Acourt brothers, and as citizens entitled to the 
same rights as the rest of us, they should be protected. 


Q UOTE OF THE PAY 

“You can almost say ’teacher’ and you know 
that person will not be voting Conservative.” 
Michael PortiQo. 
former Tory cabinet minister 

t hought for the Day 

“Necessity knows no law." 

Pnblilms Syms, 
first-century Roman dramatist 


Real life 
drama. 

10 o'clock 
nightly. 


WE DEIFY though we know the 
deification often kills, as in the 

cases of Elvis Prestey Princess 

Diana and John Lennon. Even 
when the recipient’s life is 
spared, the fame and idolatry 
poison and injure. There is no 
doubt in my mind that DiMag- 
gio suffered for being DiMag- 
gio. We inflict this damage 
because we are en t hralled by 
myths, stories and aHegories. 
The son of Italian immigrants, 
the father a fisherman, grows 
up poor in San Francisco and 


becomes the greatest baseball 
player of his day marries an 
American goddess and never in 
word or deed befouls his legend 
and greatness. He is “the Yan- 
kee Clipper”, as proud and 
masmline as a battleship. In 
these days of Presidential 
transgressions and apologies 
and prime-time interviews 
about private sexual matters, 
we grieve Bar Joe DiMaggjn and 
mourn the loss (rfhis grace and 
dignity his fierce sense of pri- 
vacy, his fidelity to tbe memo- 


MONITOR 

ALL THE NEWS OF THE WORLD 

The New York press on the death of 
loe DiMaggio, the Yankees baseball player 


ry frf his wife and the power of 
his silence. (Paul Simon) 

The New YOrk Times 

FOR is glorious years, Joseph 
Paul DiMaggio was the pride of 


Newark. Yankees fans of all 


to be like him. They cheered 
when he married Marilyn Mon- 
roe and felt his pain when the 
mar riage disintegrated. After 


his retirement, he zealously 
guarded his privacy - even in 
an age when he could have 
made a fortune hywritfaga teQ- 
all book -yet stffl remained a 
public fi gure . Glorious thoug h 
they may be, we now only have 
our memories of the Yankee 
Otypen Joltin’ Joe has left and 
gone away. 

New York Past 

MAYBE MICHAEL Jordan will 
be the one someday. Maybe, 
when the young are old, when 


Jordan is in his eighties, he will 
be the standard against which 
all other grace is measured, the 
way it was measured against 
Joe DiMaggio formore than 60 
years in America. The way 
singers are compared to Rank 
Sinatra, and dancers to Astfore. 
Just not today. The great 
DiMaggio is still the standard 
today TOsstill measure all pos- 
sible grace in sports against 
him, in death as we did in life. 
{MUteLupicai 
New York Daily News 


Watch the new 
ten o'clock news from the 
award-winning Sky News 
Team tonight. 

SKY 

"news 

Don't miss news AT TEN 
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4/COMMENT 


Pandora 


IT WAS a people’s budget, so 
Pandora ashed some people 
what they wanted from it Mrs 
G Brown of Cambridge: 
hope they don’t stop the 
married couples’ allowance." 
Brown’s Night-club: “We want 
24-hour drinking and the 
legalisation of cannabis/ The 
Brownies: “To encourage 
schools to hire rent free 
premises, enable local 
authorities to put more 
resources into the guide 
movement, and full VAT 
recovery for charities.” 


for Wealth Redistr ibution; off- 
message MPs to be subjected 
to rigorous on-camera probe 
about their knowledge of New 
Labour economic policy, 
those who cannot answer all 
questions suffer instant 
“wealth adjustment". 

10. Convert Millennium Dome 
into giant casino-cum- 
laundromat in recognition of 
Britain's real global 


economic role. 


BACK IN the crazy world of 
Gordon Brown, his 
glamorous beloved. New 
Labour power-broker Sarah 
Macaulay, was having “a 
normal day at the office”, 
according to an aide, “but 
the TV will probably be on.” 
Outside the charmed circle, 
former Brown mouthpiece 
Charlie Whelan was 
doubtless preparing for his 
new Radio 5 Live show 
Sunday Service next month. 
One idea getting its tyres 
kicked is a strand called 
Who Wants To Be cm MP?, in 
which prospective 
parliamentary candidates 
are quizzed about their 
putative constituencies. 
Does this mean Whelan will 
be asking hopefuls for 
Hartlepool whereabouts in 
London theyH live when 
they win? 


WHODATHUNKIT? 
ELIZABETH Hurley 
1 pictured) enjoys 
needlepoint. 


PANDORA’S TOP ten 
suggestions for Budget 2000: 

1. Gordon Brown to open 
Budget address with voter- 
friendly statement such as 
“The following is complete 
fiction - 1 have been 
handsome and popular my 
whole life." While everyone's 
puzzling this, slip in 200 per 
cent corporation tax hike. 

2. Relocate Lawrence Five 
suspects to Falkland Islands 
in bid boost trade with 
Argentina. 

3. Distract pesky Tories from 

impertinent soda! security 
scrutiny by staging 
“spontaneous” photo-op , 
with Tara Palmer- j 

TbmMnson. A 

4. Improve presentation m 
by putting Flat Eric on ■ 
web-cam to announce V 
New Labour's “more ™ 
challenging” policies. 

5. Fiona Hamilton: 
everyone's saying she’s 
“the new Charlie Whelan". : 

6. Miras to be replaced by j 
Mirage, an exciting New A 
Labour Euro-initiative /-I 
whereby long- 


JUST AS couture houses are 
trying to rein in supermodels 
- witness Donatella Versace’s 
recent spats with Naomi 
Campbell and Kate Moss - so 
film studios are similarly 
seeking to control stars' 
spiralling salaries. Latest 
victim is ageing love god 
Warren Beatty. Hollywood 
honchos are tearing their 
Ar mani and putting tooth 
marks in P hilip pe Starck 
desks over Tbum and 
Country, the new Beatty 
vehicle which co-stars the 
wonderful Gary S handling. 
The £40m budget swells daily, 
with no end in sight insiders 
say. Fart of the problem faced 
by producer Simon Fields is 
that three months into 
shooting Beatty demanded a 
change of attitude for his 
character 'Hie only man for 
the attitude adjustment was 
Beatty's buddy script doctor 
Buck Henry, rumoured to be 
on $lm golden hello plus 
$100,000 a week while 
cameras rolL Nice work if you 
can get it 


OL ARCHER, where do you 
think you're going? 
London's second-loudest 
mayoral aspirant seemed to 
be cruising and schmoozing 
one particular table at Le 

Caprice in London’s 
Piccadilty last 
night Then 
Joanna Ltunley 
•. casually drifted 

7 past it to stretch 

.-jIBL her legs as the 
L itinerant Tory 

■ MP David 

Faber cast 

Rf meaningful 

in ' glances at 

W ' ■ ^ the party of 

\ five. Among 


term 

unemployed, 
juvenile bail I 

bandits and 1 j 

transient asylum 
seekers are transported 
indefinitely to 
Yugoslavia to build a 
large wall around 
Kosovo. 

7. Tax Furbies. 

8. Generous breaks 
for those prepared to 
house Kate Moss, 

Naomi Campbell and 
other superannuated 
supermodels. 

9. Appoint Chris 
Tarrant Minister 


'i the four 

* women and 

• one lucky 

j guy sat this 
week’s 



cynosure 
Monica L. She 
• wore trademark 
black trousers and 
a demure long- 
sleeved orange top. 
A Pandora spy asked 
the cloakroom if 
Arkansas’s answer to 
Marilyn Monroe bad 
checked a fur coat 
“No,” the sighed the 
hat check girl. “It’s a 
wrap." 


Contact Pandora by 
e-mail on pandora^ 
independenLco.uk 


THE WEDNESDAY REVIEW 
1 ^ .n.U^ndc n «lOM P nMW9 


Wanted: cute puppy with helmet 


■!<|l 


IFI thought there was any point, Td 
go to Crufts tomorrow and get my 
mother a dog. She’s desperate for 
another one. There is, however, 
absolutely no point in my schlepping 
myself all the way to Birmingham 
because she wants a mongrel Not 
just any old mongrel either: If she 
cant have one like Boy then she 
wants one like this, please, and 
into my hand she thrust a large, 
pink, greetings card saying “Happy 
Birthday Granny” above a picture 
ofa sicfcemngty cute puppy, straight 
out of Lady and the Tramp, and 
wearing a policeman’s helmet 
Td better tell you about Boy first 
He was Uncle Archie's dog, a big, 
friendly, black mongrel mainly 
labrador with a touch of collie, I 
think, who arrived one morning 
unannounced at Uncle Archie’s 
door and moved in. For some inex- 
plicable reason, I liked Boy: I say this 
because my aversion to most of the 
canine species, apart from guide 



Sue 

ARNOLD 

In the Eighties I started 
the group Stop Hounds 
in Towns for obvious 
acronymic reasons 


known. It was yours truly, bade in the 
early Eighties, who started the 
pressure group Stop Hounds in 
Towns for obvious acronymic rea- 


sons, but that was because I had. 

small children who didn't look where 
they were going. Getting them to 
school every morning with dean 
shoes was a nightmare. One of 
Shit's more radical aims was to 
make it compulsory for all dogs to 
wear licence plates like cars, pos- 
sibly branded on to their foreheads 
and backsides with hot irons. That 


way, at least, you could take their 
number and report them. 

Sony; Fm getting carried away. 
I was tefling you why I liked Bey. 
Unde Archie's big, black dog, so 
much. Wfefi, fora start they lived in 
the country and I have no quarrel 
with the rural dog. Theother thing 
about Boy was that he knew his 
place. He didn't leap up at you, two 
paws on your shoulders, malodor- 
ous breath panting in your face, 
d emanding attentio n, ran 

over on his back in that revolting 
way dogs wave their legs in the air 
and expect to be tickled. He was a 
grave dog with wise eyes who spent 
most of Ids time sitting quietly at his 
master’s feet while Unde Archie 
read The Daily Telegraph from 
cover to cover in a Georgian winged 
chain rising only to pour himself an- 
other pink gin. 

When Unde Archie died, my 
mother; who had bynowmoved into 
a brand new granny annexe in our 
tiny roses-round-the-front-door 
country cottage, offered to have 
Boy as a guard dog. Living alone in 
an isolated wood made her nervous. 
It was not enough to install iron bars 


and triple-glazing at . 
honed window, or Colditz-style 
searchlights on every chimneypot. 
She wanted a dog who would bark 
■ . . — ma v)yi Atfpn bite tnem. 


She wancea a ous wuv 
at intruders, maybe even bile them. 

That is when I realised the other 
t nn,p cn much. He 


reason I liked Boy so much. He 
never barked. I don’t believe that he 
knew how. When the bulky, black. 

menacing figure of the coal woman 

appeared at the window to ads how 
piany tons of best quality smokeless 
my mother had ordered tyes. we had 
a coal woman, not a coalman, 
though you’d have been hard 
pressed to tell the difference). Boy 
didn't budge. Grave and wise-eyed, 
he sat at my mother’s feet as she 
read The Daily Telegraph from 
cover to cover in her Ikea rocking 
chair, rising only to pour herself an- 
other cup of tea- 
And then Last summer Boy died 
peacefully in his sleep. Inconsolable, 
my mother buried him under the 
apple tree and took the first tram to 
London and Battersea Dogs Home 
to find a substitute. His name was 
Lucky and he was, by all accounts 
a never met him) a lovable and lov- 
ing dog, so loving in fact that when- 


ever iny mother moved out of ha 
sight - to haw a bath, for instance 
- he chewed everything at ha«l urafl 
she returned. He bad amazing 
teeth. Curtains, coal tables, 
sions. Irons. Hoovers: he chewed the 
lot. In the end. my mother had to * 

take him everywhere with ho* and ™ 

even then it didn’t always work. 

Keeping vigil beside her bath, he 

would absenunindedty start chew- 
ing the soap. 

The final straw was when my 
mother left him in the car for half 
mi hour while visiting a friend who 

is allergic to dogs. On her return, she 
found Lurie, - finishing off the last 
seat-belt, ha\-ing demolished the 
seats down to their springs and 
pretty much everything else except 
for the sticker on the rear window 
saying**! have given a home to a Bat 
tensea dog", at which a small crowd 
of onlookers were peering with 
interest. Ludty was taken nape- * 
tantty back to Battersea and ny * 
mother, as 1 said earlier, is now des- 
perate for another dog. 

So where's that birthday card? . * 
Wanted, one rickeningty cute moo- -- 
grel puppy with helmet. 



If we paid our fair share in 


Nato, we’d have more say 


LET THE junketing begin. Stealing 
a month's march on the anniversary 
itself which falls on 4 April our own 
Royal United Services Institute this 
week has been holding the first 
celebration, a three-day conference 
entitled “Nato at 50”, which con- 
cludes today. Holding forth in one of 
London’s most magnificent settings, 
beneath the Rubens ceiling in the 
Banqueting House in Whitehall the 
A-list of Western defence ministers 
and military brass has been waxing, 
as appropriate, self-congratulatory, 
reflective, and visionary on the fut- 
ure of what it is customary to de- 
scribe as “the most successful 
alliance in modern history". 

In America in a few weeks’ time 
there will be more of the same: a set- 
piece birthday summit in Washing- 
ton, a ceremony at Fulton, Missouri 
(of Winston Churchill and “Iron 
Curtain” fame) marking the entry of 
Poland, the Czech Republic and 
Hungary as new members, and fin- 
ally promulgation of a mission state- 
ment - or “strategic concept" as it 
is more property known - setting out 
what Nato should be up to for the 
next half-century. 

Bin Clinton, the driving force be- 
hind enlargement can be counted 
upon to use the occasion to talk up 
his otherwise modest foreign policy 
achievements, and to promote his 
desired successor; Vice-President A1 
Gore. But this is a party that could 
go terribly wrong. 

In the first place, of course, there 
is Kosovo. Conceivably everything 
will be wen by April faced with the 
threat of bombing Belgrade will 
have given its grudging consent to 
the peace deal and Nato peace- 
keepers will be running the Serbian 
province, as they have Bosnia for 
three years, as a quasi-protectorate. 
But if not either punitive air strikes 
will be in full swing or war on the 
ground will have resumed - either 
eventuality proving that an alliance 
that saw off the Soviet Union with- 



RUPERT 

Cornwell 


It is preposterous that 
Europe does not 
contribute more to its 
own shared defence 



out firing a shot in anger is incapable 
of settling a squabble in its own back- 
yard. Which leads to larger and 
even more troubling questions: 
What is Nato for? And do we and the 
Americans need it at all? 

We know what it was for, of 
course, back in 1949, at the start of 
the Cold War. to protect the secur- 
ity of non-Coramunist Europe - in 
the famous coinage of the time, to 
“Keep the Americans in, the Ger- 
mans down and the Russians out". 
But now? The Russians are not so 
much out as down and out The Ger- 
mans are neither down nor up, but 
melded into a wider Europe that is 
as rich as America itself. America 
meanwhile is still in, and insistent 
that if it provides most of Nato’s 
muscle, it will call the shots. 

As for wars, the most visible ones 
around the North Atlantic these 
days are commercial and econom- 
ic, in which Europe and the US are 
not allies but adversaries. Ibday ba- 
nanas and landing rights far Con- 
corde; tomorrow, quite possibly, a 
struggle for supremacy between 
the dollar and the euro that could 
shake the world's financial order to 
its foundations. 


And more snbtty this rivalry is re- 
flected in the argument over Nato’s 
future. With Europe's problems 
< pace Kosovo) wrapped up, Wash- 
ington argues, let us move “out-of- 
area": ifnot to Sierra Leone and East 
Timor then at least to regions that 
abut Europe, such as the Middle 
East and the Caucasus, and in 
which it has a strong security in- 
terest Nato would also adjust its 
focus to tiie threats of the post-Cold- 
War era. such as drugs-traffiddng 
terrorism and the iflitit proliferation 
of nuclear, chemical and biological 
weapons - a function that perforce 
would transform it Into a kind of 
global policeman. 

Europe, though, is diary One rea- 
son is shea- parochialism, the result 
of a half-century-long dependency 
culture in security matters, when the 
problems that mattered were auto- 
matically handled by the US and the 
old continent quietly got on with 
making itself rich. But another and 
altogether more legitimate worry is 
at work that “out-of-area” would 
turn the alliance into an alternative 
to the United Nations, operating at 
the behest of a Washington whose 
impatience with the UN and all its 
works is well known. 

Nato, in other words, would 
simply become a vehicle for imple- 
menting America's global policies, 
unencumbered by such niceties as 
Russian and Chinese vetoes. And 
this is why Italy and France (not to 
mention Russia), are so uneasy 
about bombing Jugoslavia - treating, 
as it does, a universally recognised 
part of its sovereign territory with- 
out the prior approval of the UN. 

Butif Nato’s original job is done, 
and “out-of-area” causes so much 
grief - then why not wind the whole 
thing up, just as the Warsaw Fact 
was wound up. and turn the April fes- 
tivities into a nostalgic retirement 
party? Instead of Nato, why not dif- 
ferent alliances to deal with differ- 
ent problems on an ad hoc basis? 




: 


Ys-'i: 




Nato Supreme Allied Commander General Wesley Clark (left) 
with General Klaus Naumann Reuters 


But this, too, is a non-starter Fbr 
one thing it would be grossly unfair 
and insulting to the three new- 
comers. The Russian threat may 
have been extinguished for a gen- 
eration; but membership is the very 
least we owe Poland. Hungary and 
the Czech Republic. They are surely 
due a copper-bottomed guarantee 
that, after a 20th century of invasion 
and occupation, from West as well 
as East, they are finally part of an 
Atlantic security structure. 

But ending the alliance would also 
be wrong for another reason. For 
Nato has another, less obvious 
virtue: it protects its members from 
themselves. Had they not belonged 
to the alliance, Greece and Turkey 
would surely have gone to war at 
least once in the last half-century, 
over Cyprus, Aegean rights or what- 
ever: Something similar applies to 
the growing frictions between the 
European Union and the US. 

It maybe fashionable to see Nato 
as another arm of American imper- 


ialism, one more forum in which an 
arrogant, undiallenged superpower 
imposes its will In truth, though, the 
present shape of the affiance has less 
to do with Washington's bullying than 
with a chronic European lack of sett - 
confidence. 

It is preposterous that Europe 
does not contribute more to its own 
shared defence. If it were to begin 
doing so, then a greater share of the 
burden would entitle It to demand 
changes in the command structure, 
just as the French not long ago re- 
quested. The Anglo-French agree- 
ment last December in St Mato, 
which could become the kernel ofa 
genuine European defence identity, 
was an overdue step along a path 
that could, and must, lead to a Nato 
that is a partnership of equals. If the - 
Americans don't life it, then too bad. : 
But if next month’s Washington 
jamboree produces the recognition 
that something along these lines fc 
needed, the birthday party will have 
been worth it 
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4 AS WE have announced, 
the US actions under 
discussion today ensure 
that the United States 
will be able to implement the 
arbitrators' decision. Our Pres- 
ident addressed the issue over 
the weekend and I think his 
statement is appropriate for all 
of us today. The President 
said; “It’s not really about 
bananas, it’s about rules. We 
cannot maintain an open 
trading system, which is es- 
sential to global prosperity, 
unless we also have rules that 
are abided by.” 

This is the second time this 
year that the EC has request- 
ed a meeting of the General 
Council to claim that the US is 
acting outside the bounds of its 
World Trade Organisation 
fWTO) obligations. But let’s 
take a moment to remember 
why we are really here. 

As the President said, the 
reason is because the EC has 
failed to implement a WTO- 
consistent banana regime 
within a reasonable time. We 
wouldn’t be here today if the 
EC had simply brought its ba- 
nanas measures into conform- 
ity with its WTO obligations. 

We also wouldn't be here 
today if the EC had shown 


some respect for the plain 
meaning and purpose of the 
WTO dispute settlement sys- 
tem. The real danger of under- 
mining the WTO dispute 
settlement system ties in the 
European Commission. Un- 
fortunately, the community 
hasn't got the message that it 
has to implement the results of 
dispute settlement proceed- 
ings even when it is not con- 
venient for the community. 

The EC has repeatedly 
claimed that its banana regime . 
is consistent with its WTO 
obligations. If the EC is correct 
and fa realty convinced that the 
arbitrators will determine that 
no benefits accruing to the 
United States have been nulli- 
fied or impaired by the regime, 
the EC should encourage its 
exporters to continue shipping 
to the United States. 

The United States has said 
repeatedly that we will comply 
with the arbitrators’ decision. 
We reaffirm that here today. 

Therefore, if the EC’s ban- 
ana regime both is WTO- 
consistent and causes no 
nullification or impairment of 
US benefits, the EC can and 
should be confident that its 
goods will not be subjected to 
any increased duties at the 



PODIUM 


Rita d Hayes 

From a speech by the 
US representative to 
the World Trade 
Organisation on the 
banana imports dispute 


time entries of the goods are 
liquidated. I would like to ask 
the EC about one of the con- 
cluding sentences in its com- 
munication to the General 
Council. The EC claims that 
“we have all invested too mud) 
in the new dispute settlement 
system to allow it to be de- 
stroyed by irresponsible uni- 
lateral action". I have to ask, 
“EC, what have you invested?” 

The US has fully imple- 
mented three adverse Dispute 


Settlement Body recommen- 
dations, and fa in the process 
of implementing a fourth. 
Members other than the EC 
have also implemented ad- 
verse DSB recommendations. 
But what has the EC done 
other than put itself outside the 
WTO dispute settlement sys- 
tem by refusing to implement 
a WTO -consistent banana 
regime, and attempting to 
abuse the procedures of the 
Dispute Settlement Under- 
standing? , 

Some have asked why we 
have taken these steps now, 
and why we do not wait the two 
weeks or so until the arbitra- 
tors’ report fa due. Mr Chair- 
man, we have waited seven 
years, as the EC has tweaked 
its system a bit here, a bit there 
and, when found non-com- 
pliant, has tweaked yet again. 

Not only has the EC used 
every single delaying tactic 
available under the rules of the 
system, but it has also invent- 
ed new gimmicks along the way 

- all as a result of its compul- 
sion to stall for time. 

The creativity and ingenuity 
Shown by the EC in this en- 
deavour have been impres- 
sive. The EC has also 
demonstrated that it is willing 


to taka tremendous risks with-.- 
toe system. The energy fart the ' 
EC representatives have • 
shown themselves capable ol - 
in this destructive enterprise, 
fa something to wonder at It is - 
a pity that the EC could not 
have used all of this talent and 
energy to bear on developing - 
a WTO-consistent regime fart 
could resolve the banana dfa- ■ - W 
pute. If the EC had done so, 

Ambassador Abbott could have 
justifiably clamed that the EC, 
too, has made an investment fa 

thp dispute settlement system- 

Finally, in dosing I 
knowledge Ambassador Ab- 
bott’s comment that this fas 
serious matter I also note his . 
comment about - K the cap 
should fit...” I’Ve raised three 

children and his remark about 

caps put me In mind of off 


Zeuss book, The Cat m ft* ** 
The EC reminds meoffa°_ 

"Cat in the Hat" who defigW* 

ed in leading others into . 

chief while escaping 
consequences himsfilt 
seems the EC, after 
toiy of evading its WTO™*®’ 
ations in this area, fa _ 
uncomfortable that at ■ 

faeendafthedayitmay J 
be held accountable. ■ • * '"* 
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Deborah Orr 

There s an ideological clash 
/ between good gay sex (think 
‘ Philadelphia *) versus had gay 
sex (think ‘Queer as Folk') 

rM ON Westminster Bridge in the 
of the freezing night -with only a camera 
crew and abig poof witfaa huge projection 
for company. We're all here to a 

nmloet am m^ i 4U* x? . . .. 



Section 28, the notorious amendment to 
the Local Government Act 1988 which 
bans local authorities from “promo ting 
7 homosexuality*'. 

The trig poof in question, writer and jour- 
nalist F&ul Burston, is pfepinga 1 00-foot Mgh 
slogan. Why 28?, on to the Houses of Par- 
liament, while th e crew erf the independent 

pnxiuch'rocMnpanyJiistlfeievisio^ispia)^ 
ing its cameras on to him The sequ ence 
will provide the dimax to Burstorfs polem- 
ical film attacking New Labour's record cm 
gay rights, Tony's Fairy Tales, winch will 
be screened on Channel 4 on Saturday night 
at 730pm. 
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is, the producer of Tony’s Fairy Idles has 
already rung the police to tell them what 
we’re up to. Disappointingly, the police 
haven't even driven past to check on us. 
Bow times change. 

A decade ago, Burston made another 
stand on Westminster Bridge. He and fel- 
low members of the now-defimet radical 
pressure group Act Up chained them- 
selves together across the bridge, stopping 
the traffic in protest agains t the with- 
drawal of Aids funding from local education 
authorities. • 

The whoteefisplaywas broken up qnickty 
neatly and hilariously when the police 
arrived with a big van and a pair of indus- 
trial wirecutters. Snipping the nancy boys 
apart one by one, the police marched them 
methodically into the lag van while they 
stood meekly in line waiting to be destrung 
like the pearls before swine that they were. 

The car-driving public cheered and 
hooted, the police could barely suppress 
their giggles, and even the angry young fag- 
gots realised they should have seen their 
humiliation coming/Fhere were no televi- 
sion cameras to record the event This was 
stffl the Eighties after aB, and ga ys w ere not 
quite the me*fia darlings theygre today. 

Tb the average man-what- sleeps-With- 
women in the street it must appear that gay 
dominance of the political and cultural 
agenda is complete. Not only is it a matter 
for some comment when an MP is exposed 

as a raging heterosexual -see Robin Cook 
- but it's also permissibteforgrapfaic scenes 
of underage gay sex to be transmitted into 
the nation’s living rooms not once but 
twice a week in Queer As FbOc, and with 
sponsorship from - of all things precious 
to the Loaded Lad -a lager company 

It’s true that gays and lesbians did 
make astonishing progress during the 
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Channel 4 Television 


Thatcher years in terms of visibility and 
acceptability. Homophobia, though still a 
frightening, sometimes- fotaL thriaat to 
m any gays, ismoch less routinely accept- 
able than it ooce was; While# would be nice 
to believe that this progress could be 
something to do with pluck in the face of 
adversity - and certainly the gay and les- 
bian communities galvanised themselves 
behind both the Aids crisis and Clause 28 
- their cultural triumph has been far more 
to do with the growing economic power of 
gays and lesbians, who have large dispos- 
able incomes which all sorts of parties have 
been only too keen to relieve them o£ 
fo mainstream politics, though, gays and 
lesbians have become cautious, hauntedby 
their special place on the loony left of old 
While there are an impressive number of 


gay and lesbian MPs, few of them overtly 
champion gay issues. Many of their coun- 
terparts in gay politics now seem to be tak- 
ing the lead fhxn them. Therefore, some of 
the most vociferous protesters a gains t 
Channel 4’s gay soap. Queer As Folk, have 
been ggys and lesbians, who rail against the 
irresponsibility of televising scenes of 
every mothers nightmare- the lSyearoW 
Nathan being seduced by an older man - 
just weeks before the age of consent biH is 
referred to the Lords. 

In fact, it is unlikely that any kind of ir- 
responsibility at all will deter New Labour 
from their commitment to delivering an 
equal age of consent for heterosexuals and 
homosexuals. Every poll shows that this is 
contrary to the will of the people, while the 
BUI is pretty much certain to be thrown out 


of the Lords. But the signs are that New 
Labour will nevertheless invoke the Par- 
liament Act and ensure that gay and les- 
bian teenagers stop beingjailbait at 16, the 
same time as their straight contttDpcrari es. 

While this may look like exemplary 
championship of gay rights, it makes it aO 
the more curious that Tony Blair wouldn’t 
introduce the whip on the issue, dedaring 
instead that discrimination on grounds of 
sexual preference was a matter for personal 
conscience rather than party policy. 

And there’s the curious rider which has 
been introduced to assuage parental wor- 
ries about pederast schoolmasters cor- 
rupting their boys. While the first person 
to have fallen foul of the publicity around 
this happens to be the creepy Chris Wood- 
head, tiie fact remains that the existence 


of this amendment suggests that while the 
Government believes that predatory male 
heterosexuals are not a danger to schooV- 
giris of 16, predafrny male homosexuals are 
a danger to schoolboys of the same age. The 
reason given for this is that “girls mature 
foster than boys”. A convenient belief for 
men who like young flesh, but hardly rele- 
vant to debate on equality. 

What’s realty happening is that there’s 

an ideological dash between good gay sex 

- think Philadelphia. Chris Smith and 
New Labour generally -versus bad gay sex 

- think Queer As Fbflc, Ron Davies and Tbra 
Spencer. Moderate gays and lesbians wish 
to play down toe excesses of gay sexuality 
in order to gain equality, while more upfront 
gays and lesbians - such as my chum Paul 
Burston - think that gays and lesbians 
should be honest about the details of the 
wilder shores of their collective sexuality 
b e ca u se it is irrelevant to the human rights 
Issues around homophobia. 

Burston himself is pro Queer As Ftilk. 
Defending the programme in his weekly 
column in the London listings magazine 
Time Out, he declared- “Nathan is 15, folly 
aware of his sexuality and determined to 
do something about it The fact that the man 
be has sex with is nearly twice his age 
and a bit of a tosser is hardly toe issue. 
What’s important is that Nathan makes the 
chmee and the experience leaves him feel- 
ing empowered...” 

This may be a difficult idea for Britain’s 
beleaguered parents to get their heads 
round. But the fact is that the young gays 
that Burston is concerned about are not the 
non-fictional Nathans of this world. 

Instead he vrishes the law to protect vul- 
nerable young gays, who are taunted at 
school and confused about their sexuality. 
One in five gay teenagers at present at- 
tempts suicide, and under Section 28 it’s a 
grey area in the law as to whether they're 
able to approach a teacher to discuss such 
feelings, and effectively against the law for 
a teacher to develop strategies to combat 
anti-gay bullying. This is what “promoting 
homosexuality”, toe inflammatory words of 
Section 28, mean in reality. 

Burston also wishes to protect older gays 
and lesbians from wider dtsariminatioa, with 
an extension of the Crime and Disorder 
BOTs tough penalties against race hate 
crimes to cover homophobic crime as well; 
the introduction ofa Sexual Orientation Bfll 
which protects gays and lesbians against 
discrimination in employment, housing 
and the provision of goods and services; and 
he wants gays and lesbians to be able to join 
the armed forces. 

These measures, I think, do need to be 
enshrined in law with the utmost speed, 
which is why it’s safe to assume that 
Burston’s attack will be pretty embarrass- 
ing to the Government None of the many 
New Labour ministers invited by Burston 
to take part in Tony’s Fairy Ttiles took him 
up on his ofiez; though Chris Smith was 
perfeetty charming when he was button- 
holed while making a speech at the inau- 
guration of Maggie Hambting's statue of 
Oscar Wilde. 

As well he should be. Oscar Wilde has 
been dead for almost a hundred years. He 
was jailed for “gross indecency”, a charge 
which still exists in the Crime and Disorder 
Bfll as a spedficaltygay crime. If Wflde^ were 
with us now, this homophobic law could be 
invoked to ensure that his whole sad 
and destructive story was played out again 
in much the same way. How little we learn 
in a century. 


Right 
of Reply 


Kevin 

Cahill 

The chief executive 
of Comic Relief 
responds to Terence 
Blacker ’s criticism 
of the celebrities 
who work with 
the charity 

TERENCE B LACKER'S piece 
in yesterday's Review 
section of The Independent 
is utterly depressing. Does 
he really find it impossible 
to believe that there are 
people who can really do 
things for altruistic 
reasons? 

There are tliosc people 
who actually do care what 
happens to the many 
thousands living in abject 
poverty around the world, 
or facing disadvantage and 
discrimination here at 
home in the UK. 

Comic Relief was 
founded by comedians who 
have spent 12 years trying 
to make a difference. They 
are neither short- lermist 
nor opportunist I have 
never in all my time 
working with the charity 
met one single artist who 
does it to build a career. It 
is an absurd notion. Tb 
build a career as a 
comedian you have to be 
funny, period. 

Lenny Henry went to 
Somalia when it was the 
most dangerous place in 
the world. He did not do it 
to look good but to raise the 
profile of the poorest people 
there who were struggling 
to get on to the media 
agenda. And there’s the 
rub. The media are 
celebrity-obsessed. I can't 
begin to number the times a 
journalist has lost interest 
in a story because I can’t 
attach a celebrity face to it 
Let’s get real here. The 
media tribe are the very 
people feeding the celebrity 
frenzy, and if we want to 
keep poverty and social 
justice on the agenda, we 
have to play the game. 

. ' No, Tbrence Blackeg this 
week is not a showbiz thing. 
It is a fundraising thing 
because we live in a world 
where there isn’t enough 
cash to support the most 
vulnerable and 
disadvantaged. 

I, for one, am proud of 
the efforts made by 
comedians to give 
something back and who 
need knocking articles like 
a hole in the head. Self- 
interest? He must be joking. 


Missing out on the macabre 
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HOW MUCH do we know about Canrifle 
Saint-Safcns? TOD, everyone knows be 
wrote LeoamaMldesansmaux, and 
opera-lovers stiD flock to his patchily 
magnificent Samson etDatila, but be- 
yond those works ^ - and mqybe Danse 
macabre -lies a doud of unknowing. 

Fbr a household name, Saint-Sa&is re- 
mains a remarkably weS-kept secret. 

Fbr this, the musical establish- 
ment is parity to Mame. 5br the man 
who systematically rubbished his 
younger colleague Debussy - and 
then had the nerve to outlive him - no 
grave could be too deep. As one music 
historian brutally put it “In 1921, 
Saint-Safins died, foil ofyears and mal- 
ice.” He may never have composed 
“great” music, but he was extraordi- 
narily prolific, and touch of his work 
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CAMILLE SAINT-SAENS: A LIFE 
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was indisputably good. Le camaval 
desanfrnaurwasaprivatejdtetnssed 
off on fabHdag and its success so 
mortified him that he forbade its per- 
formance as long as he lived. 

In these barrel-scraping days, it’s 
only a matter of time before he gets 
his reappraisal, his revival and his re- 
interment with a six-gun salute. 

But six-gun salutes were also part 
tftheproblem,forSamt-Safinswastbe 
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WEDNESDAY POEM 

THE BOYS 

BY ROBERT CRAWFORD 


In the chapel at Stephen's memorial service 
I saw his two wee boys across the aisle 

Like dolls. Their mother bad her arms around them. 

One of them started -tinging “Happy Birthday” 

At the benediction. Afterwards, he told me 
How they'd holidayed at Butlitfs, riding donkeys 

And a motorbike. He tugged a grey; felt hippo 
With very small ears, abruptly started laughing. 

Then dying out, just shouting for his brotheg 
“\feyhayhayhayhayhaybayhayhayhay! ” 

Across the formal, patterned, deep-pile carpet 
Among (fork-suited and dark-stockinged legs. 

This poem comes from.Robcrt Crawford’s fourth collection. 
' Spirit Machines' (Cape. £8) 


French musical equivalent of our 
rcngfoth poet laureate, and posthu- 
mous oblivion is always the fate of 
those who become too fomfliac More- 
ovei; the First World War turned him 
into a fire-eating patriot, giving con- 

certs for war ch^ities, calling for a ban 

on German music, and publishing a 
piano accompaniment for his own 
translation of the British national an- 
them. Bern a mere eight years after 
the death of Beethoven, Saint-Sa&is 
could never have adjusted to the frac- 
tured uncertainties of the age of 
Schoenberg and Freud. 

Brian Rees begins his biography 
with a ringing defence ofSaint-Safins’s 
honest popufian. hi contest to the out- 
spofeenty fifitist Debussy; who opposed 
programme notes and feared that 
the gramophcoe might make art “too 
democratic”, Saint-Saens eagerly em- 
braced these tilings, and made a point 
of giving concerts in culture-starved 
industrial towns. 

His music was frequently used for 
silent films, and when the talkies 
emerged he was the first mqjor com- 
poser to lend his talents, jotting down 
musical ideas as the images unfaried. 
Co-founding a society to support 
home-grown talent, he helped create 
the great efflorescence of French 
music around the turn of the century 


on of falpnt- without his encourage- 
ment, Gabriel Ftoirti might never 

have composed a note. And as a mus- 
ician Saint-Sa&ns was remarkable 
from the outset, learning to play attwo- 
and-a-hatf, hping hailed as the new 
Mozart when he was 10, going on to 


become the second most celebrated 
pianist in the world after his friend 
Franz Liszt. To increase his mantfol 
agiEty he sent electrical shocks and 
down his arms; while travelling by 
train he practised with a silent key- 
board balanced on his valet’s knees. 

But he was nice to these valets; 
some say they were lovers too. This 
brings us to the central Saint~Sa£ns 
mystery, which centres on his tragic- 
alty repressed personality Here is the 
real challenge faring biographers, 
and Rees foils it miserabty It’s not so 
mudi that he excludes facts -though 
many remain locked away in archives. 
It’s more that he foils to grasp their 
import Singing falsetto in pink tights 
at soirees he dismisses as a typical 
“19th-century revel”. The extraordi- 
nary moment when Samt-Safins and 
Tchaikovsky -both middle-aged- did 
an i mp romptu ballet together on the 
Paris Conservatoire stage is record- 
ed without comment 

Rees recognises the trauma the 
composer suffered when his two small 

children died within six weeks of each 

other; but he seems onty dimly aware 
of the composer’s stunted emotional 
life. Consider this letter; which Saint- 
Safins received when he was 35 and 
was suffering understandable pre- 
concert nerves: “Dear Friend, TSm 
make me ill with your fears. I used to 
think you a man; you are meretya cow- 
ard... I thought I had brought up a 
man. I have raised a mere girl of de- 
generate stock." 

The author of this tender missive 
was the composer’s mother; with 
whom he was still living. No biogra- 




The tenor Jose Cura as Samson In 
SaintrSaeri’s 'Samson and DalOa’ 

pber could ask for a dearer signpost, 
yet for Rees this merely “casts a 
harsher light upon her supervision of 
his career”. 

What made Saint-Saens leave his 
wife? “A fit of bad temper” says the in- 
curious Rees. Why (fid the composer 
spend so much of his later fife in Al- 
giers? Rees pioustysuggests it was for 
health reasons, and tells us nothing 
about how he passed his time there, 
or with whom. Rees does hint at the 
weirdness of Samt-Safins’s relation- 
ship with his pianist-protege Leopold 
Godowsky but he prefers to explain 
their bizarre menage in terms of 
mere artistic compatibility. 

Inside this fet, bland book with its 
exhaustive history ami laboured mus- 
icology you sense a thin, mean book 
waiting to be let loose: The story it told 
would dwell finnty in the realm of mor- 
bid psychology 

MICHAEL CHURCH 
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Harry 


Blackmun 


HARRY BLACKMUN was perhaps 
the most striking example of an 
increasingly common figure on the 
modern United States Supreme 
Court - a justice chosen in the 
belief he is a safe conservative, but 
who over his career on the bench 
moves steadily to the court's 
liberal wing. 

Blackmun was selected by 
President Richard Nixon on 14 April 
1970. after the Democrat-controlled 
Senate had rejected two earlier 
nominees to fill the seat vacated by 
Justice Abe Fortas, who bad re- 
signed under pressure almost a 
year earlier. At that time Nixon did 
not hide his desire to create a 
more right-wing court after the 
libertarian activism of the Earl 
Warren era 

Warren Burger; Blackmun’s child- 
hood friend from Minneapolis and a 
proven conservative jurist, had just 
been elevated to Chief Justice, and 
the Republican President wanted 
another “strict constructionist" - Le. 
a judge who follows the narrowest 
interpretation of the constitution - 
to seal the desired new complexion 
of the court. Blackmun, a cautious 
federal appellate judge, seemed to 
fit the bill perfectly. On 12 May 1970 
he was sworn in, the 98th man to sit 
on the highest bench in the land. 

But within three years he had 
earned himself a place in history by 
writing the landmark Roe v Wade 
ruling which for the first time con- 
firmed a woman's right to have an 
abortion. With the passing years, the 
-conservative’' emerged as the most 
liberal voice on the high court In 
1992, two years before he retired at 
the age of 86, it was his casting 
■ vote which preserved the abortion 
ruling by a 5-4 margin. And, almost 
at the very end of his tenure, Black- 
mun took the most unusual step 
for a sitting justice of m akin g 
public his position on a burning 
issue of the day, in this case his op- 
position to capita] punishment under 
all circumstances. 

Had Nixon and his advisers 
looked a little closer; they might have 
predicted what would happen. 
Blackmun’s political leanings might 


STEVEN E. GILBERTS great 
achievement in musicology was the 
marriage of high learning to what 
he steadfastly refused to regard as 
low culture. He wrote the first -and 
so for the only - book to deem the 
music of George Gershwin worthy 
of serious analytical attention. 

The American musical estab- 
lishment has always had a 
deep-seated ambivalence about 
Gershwin, dating from Gershwin’s 
own move from Broadway to the con- 
cert hall Gilbert would have none of 
it he knew that the quality of Gersh- 
win's music was not the result of a 
series of happy accidents and he sat 
down to prove it Indeed, by refus- 
ing to subscribe to the snobberies 
current in much of musical acade- 
mia - his students at California 
State University, Fresno, were ex- 
pected to examine rock music along- 
side their Bach and Beethoven - 
Gilbert threw analytical light on a 
range of styles far beyond what 
might conventionally be expected of 
a professor of music. 

Gilbert's first degree was in math- 
ematics, from the City University of 
New York in 1964. He then went on 
to Yale, to take an MM in 1967, an 
MPhil in 1969 and his PhD in music 
theory in 1970. Even in those early 
days Gilbert enjoyed the unorthodox. 


THE WRITER Adolfo Bioy Casares 
will perhaps be known best out- 
side of Argentina as the friend and 
co-writer of Jorge Luis Borges, a 
friendship that began in 1935 and 
lasted a lifetime. 

But Bioy Casares was a stylist and 
for this literary ability and for his con- 
siderable output, he won the Cer- 
vantes prize, Spain’s equivalent to 
the Nobel prize, in 1990. 

His main novel The Invention of 
Morel and other stories (La inven- 
tion de Morel ) , published in 1940 in 
Buenos Aires and by the Universi- 
ty of Tbxas in 1961. won him the pres- 
tigious Buenos Aires Municipal 
Prize the following year The book is 
nowa classic in Argentine and Latin 
American literature. It is an exercise 
in the use of allthe imaginative re- 
sources of the novel eventually to 
result in a story about curiosity and 
ideas more than about events. Crit- 
ics also place his Dream of the 
Hero (Sueno de los Heroes, pub- 


have seemed Republican. But his an- 
cestry; largely German and devout- 
ly Methodist suggested caution and 
humanity. Minnesota, the state in 
which he grew up, has always been 
one of the most progressive and tol- 
erant in the US. While his closest 
friend at elementary school a col- 
league on the local newspaper round 
and lifelong tennis partner migh t 
have been Warren Burger; Black- 
mun never hid his sympathy for Hu- 
bert Humphrey, elected Mayor of 
Minneapolis in 1945, and later US 
Senator; Vice-President and the 
unsuccessful Democratic opponent 
of Nixon in the 1968 race for the 
White House. 

Humphrey it is said, was at least 


Blackmun took 
the unusual step 
for a sitting 
justice of making 
public his 
opposition to 
capital 
punishment 
under all 
circumstances 


as responsible as Burgerfor the ap- 
pointment in 1959 of Blackmun, 
then general counsel for the Mayo 
Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota, as a 
federal judge on the eighth circuit of 
the US Court of Appeals, seated 
in St Louis, Missouri. Blackman's 
judgements, covering a swathe of the 
Midwest from North Dakota as for 
south as Arkansas, also gave a taste 
of what was to come. Though he was 
regarded as conservative on matters 
of crime, and considered a sup- 
porter of capital punishment, he was 
liberal on other matters. Among 


his appellate rulings were that the 
Communist Party be allowed on 
the Minnesota state ballot, that the 
leather strap be banned as a pun- 
ishment in Arkansas jails, and that 
the state speed desegregation in 
its schools. 

The new associate justice of the 
Supreme Court therefore had given 
clues as to whathe might be about. 
And as with other justices before and 
since, Blackmun found his elevation 
a liberating experience. The ap- 
pointment after all was for life. A jus- 
tice might be picked by a President 
but thereafter his only duty is to the 
law and his own conscience, not to 
a patron or political party. Slowly, 
Blackmun's personal philosophy be- 
came clear, as a dogged defender of 
civil rights, and a firm believer in the 
separation of church and state. By 
the late 1980s, he and Tburgood Mar- 
shall were the most reliable liberal 
standard-bearers on the court By 
1993 he was the sole dissenter to a 
court ruling denying asylum hear- 
ings to refogees from Haiti. 

Abortion however is the issue for 
which he will be ever remembered. 
The 1973 opinion, which occupied 
Blackmun for a fan year, argued that 
the constitution protected “a right 
of personal privacy" that in turn 
covered a woman's right to end a 
pregnancy. Backed by a 7-2 vote, the 
ruling put an end to the criminal 
punishment for abortion which still 
applied in many states. But the 
outcome led directly to America's 
impassioned anti-abortion move- 
ment and an emotive, sometimes 
violent national debate which per- 
sists to this day. 

He was the victim of hate mail and 
death threats. “Butcher of Dachau, 
murderer, Pontius Pilate, King 
Herod - you name it I've been 
railed it" Blackmun said late: As tiie 
court moved steadily rightward 
under the current Chief Justice 
William Rehnqwst, abortion rights 
came under mounting threat The 5- 
4 vote in 1992 just held the line how- 
ever; and today, thanks to the 
appointment by President Clinton of 
the liberals Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
and Stephen Breyer to the court its 



Blackmun was Associate Justice of the US Supreme Court from 1970 to 1994 


Corbis 


position seems more secure than for 
many years. 

Controversy did not sit naturally 
on Harry Blackmun's shoulders. 
He was a modest quiet man, with a 
wry and understated humour He 
was meticulous of habit of the 
sternest integrity, possessed of 
an encyclopaedic memory and a 
Stakhanovite work ethic. But he 
never lost sight of the real-life, 
practical impact law-making had 
on ordinary people. Hence perhaps 
his inner struggle over capital 
punishment 


On the Eighth Circuit he would 
generally uphold the death penalty. 
But later his views changed, espe- 
cially as capital punishment be- 
came more widely applied from the 
mid-1980s on. In a soft-spoken, 
deeply moving television interview. 
Blackmun spoke of the anguish of 
the hasty conference calls in which 
the justices had to decide appeals 
from convicts due to die within 
hours. Long dubious of the deterrent 
effects of capital punishment he had, 
he said, become convinced that it 
was wrong under all circumstances. 


Steven E. Gilbert 



student but also of his career as a 
mature scholar and musician- Some peo- 
ple just didn't know what to make of him. 


It was through his studies with 
Forte that Gilbert became a 
“Schenkerian". Heinrich Schenker 
<1868-19351 was an Austrian music 
theorist whose writings have proved 
extremely i n fluential in the latter half 
of the 20th century, particularly in 
American universities. Schenkerts 
approach, Gilbert argued, was 


Gilbert: the Gershwin style 


When he first went to Yale, for the 
consultation session required for 
graduate students, he was faced with 
a committee consisting of the dis- 
tinguished theorist Allen Forte and 
two important composers, Mel Pow- 
ell and Quincy Porter, whose father 
and grandfather had been professors 
at Yale before him. Fbrte recalls 


Steve's response to the request that he 
play something at the piano - anything. 
He played a Rodgers and Hart song, 
which delighted Professor FYweU and me 
and perplexed Professor Porter. This 
dual response to Steve was characteris- 
tic not only of his career as a graduate 


useful in depicting basic melodic, con- 
trapuntal, and harmonic structures. A 
Schenkerian graph will highlight the 
main melodic outline of a piece or Song 
along with the large-scale progression 
of local key areas. At the same time, it 
win point out certain details - melodies, 
parts of melodies - that relate to the larg- 
er picture in some significant way 

Gilbert was to remain faithful to 
tins methodology throughout his 
career, a sympathy that was to lead 
to a best-selling textbook, written 
with Allen Fbrte. Schenker himself 
never put down his ideas in a sys- 
tematic presentation that could be 
used for teaching; Forte and Gilbert 
set out explicitly to fill that gap and 
their Introduction to Schenkerian 
Analysis , published in 1983, has 
been continually in print since then, 
forming part of the diet of thousands 
of undergraduate students. 

The Music of Gershwin C1995>, 


which took 10 years to write, applied 
Schenker to what might have ap- 
peared, to some musicologists, an 
unlikely subject Gilbert’s aim was 
“to discern and delineate those 
structural traits that make the 
melodies of George Gershwin 
memorable’’ and he succeeded bril- 
liantly in demonstrating the so- 
phistication and skill that went into 
the compaction of music that always 
strikes the ear as fresh, even (in the 
best sense) artless. 

Gilbert's concern was to take his 
reader with him, and he explains as 
he proceeds, though inevitably the 
argument soon enters fairly thick 
theoretical undergrowth. When I 
once commented that it required 
considerable musical literacy to fol- 
low his exposition, his response 
was typically good-natured and gen- 
erous: “In retrospect a little less mu- 
sical literacy on my part would have 
been more profitable." 

Gilbert was an enthusiastic mem- 
ber of the Sanneck Society for Amer- 
ican Music, writing with especial 
understanding on the music of Carl 
Ruggles, the ultimate individualist 
outsider. Ruggles’s no-nonsense 
honesty struck a chord with Gilbert 
whose conservative-libertarian 
views frequently rankled with the 
woolly leftish leanings of many of his 


colleagues. American academia is a 
highly politicised environment 
where dissent is often dismissed 
with illiberal narrow- mindedness . 
But Gilbert joined debate with 
gusto, particularly where he sus- 
pected some knee-jerk political 
correctness was impeding logical 
reasoned thought and politicised 
sentimentality disguised as 
bleeding-heart social conscience 
regularly attracted his good- 
humoured contumely. 

However; his maimer so skOfully 
balanced blindness and courtesy 
that he always retained the respect 
of his intellectual adversaries. 

Indeed, Gilbert’s writing, even in 
a format as casual as the e-mail (and 
be was a prolific e-mailer), always 
sparkled with wit and his generous 
personality was immediately com- 
municative via the computer screen: 
hundreds of scholars all around the 
world - people who never met him 
- now feel they have lost a dose, gen- 
uine friend. 

His interests stretched well be- 
yond his formal preoccupations. He 
was, for example, a forma: president 
of the Porsche Society; and at the 
time of his death was considering 
starting a sideline in the restoration 
of antique fountain pens. He was 
alsa as he put it a “ocKktafl pianist”, 


and a concert reviewer with an in- 
vigors tingty independent mind. 

The first chapter of his Gershwin 
book begins with a sentence that its 
author could have written of himself: 
“George Gershwin died young, yet 
he accomplished much, as if he 
knew he had little time.” Having had 
a heart bypass operation in his earty 
forties, Gilbert was probably aware 
of the paralleL 

At tiie time of his ridiculously 
eariy death, from meningitis, his in- 
tellectual vigour was undimmed, 
harnessed as ever to his catholic 
tastes: he was working on a book that 
applied his Schenkerian methodol- 
ogy to rock and pop music, based on 
one of his courses of lectures at Cal- 
ifornia State University, Fresno, 
where he had taught since 1982; the 
manuscript may be far enough ad- 
vanced to allow eventual publication. 
In the interim. The Gershwin Style: I 
new looks at the music of George , 
Gershwin, a collection of essays with i 
a chapter from Steve Gilbert ap- 1 
pears this month. I 


MArtin Anderson 


Steven Edward Gilbert, musicolo- 
gist L- bom New York 20 April 1943; 
married 1977 Patricia Ring (two 
sons), 1998 Lory Hose; died Fresno, 
California 26 February 1999. 


Barbara 

Dodwell 


Bfew minds were changed by his con- 
version. But that he acknowledged 
it in public exemplified the honesty 
and dignity of one of the most 
distinguished American jurists of 
his generation. 

Rupert Cornwell 


Harry Andrew Blackmun, judge: 
bom Nashville, Illinois 12 Novem- 
ber 1908; Associate Justice of the 
US Supreme Court 1970-94; mar- 
ried 1941 Dorothy Clark ( three 
daughters!: died Arlington, Vir- 
ginia 4 March 1999. 


BARBARA DODWELL was a 
medieval historian, editor and 
archivist of great distinction. 

Her lifelong passion for the study 
of the past and its muniments owed 
much to the influence of her father; 
who served as Curator of the Madras 
Record Office before returning to 
England to the Chair of Indian His- 
tory at the School of Oriental and 
African Studies in London University; 
It was to Bedford College in the same 
university that Barbara Dodwell 
went in 1931. But itwas the medieval 
past which caught her attention. 
Her MA thesis on “The Sokemen of 
the Southern Danelaw*', submitted 
in 1936, was awarded the first mark 
of distinction given by the universi- 

tv for 10 years. 

After a number of years tending 
her mother: she was appointed to a 
lectureship at Exeter University 
before moving to Reading in 1948 
where she remained until her re- 
tirement in 1977. being promoted tn 
Reader in 1962 and acting as Direc- 
tor of the Graduate Centre for 
Medieval Studies from 1974 to 1977. 
She played an important part in 
developing Reading's reputation in 
the medieval field- 

DodweU was a much-loved and 
much-respected teacher. As Pro- 
fessor Sir James Holt recollects, 
“She was a fine lecturer with a voice 
which could shift from the soft and 
delicate to the emphatic and ironic 
as her mood and the subject-matter 
required." She knew how to be firm 
yet also encouraging with those in 
her charge, befog prepared to spend 
much time guiding and helping stu- 
dents to fulfil their potential She in- 
culcated in others her own high 
standards of argument and exposi- 
tion. an attention to detail and a 
genuine love of the period. 

Dodwell was brisk and business- 
like in the discharge of administra- 
tive duties, and observed the 
sometimes heated discussions of 
the changes brought about fay the ex- 
pansion of the department in the 
1960s with an amused glint in her eye. 
She was also generous in the time 
and assistance she gave, especially 
to younger colleagues. Even as she 
prepared to depart for retirement, 
she guided me through the perils of 
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Dodwell: painstaking 


Adolfo Bioy Casares 


fished in Buenos Aires in 1954, and 
by Quartet in London in 1987) - 
which the film maker Sergio Renan 
took to the screen two years ago - 
as his best noveL 

However; Morel has almost be- 
come a synonym of the author as it 
was his best known. Diary of the Wbtr 
of the Pig (Diariode la Guerra del 
Cerda, published in Buenos Aires in 
1969, and by McGraw-Hill in New 
York in 1972) was the third of his 
main fiction titles. 

Along with Borges. Ernesto Sa- 
bato and Manuel Mujica Lainez, Bioy 
Casares will probably remain, after 
the likes of poet Leopoldo Lugones 
and very few others, in the gallery 
of literary giants produced by Ar- 
gentina in this century. 

Bioy Casares said his life was 
about fantasy because in a country 
where politics had everything to do 
with personal whim, fantasy was the 
onty reality. He enjoyed a way with 
words which at times seemed self- 


deprecating. His writing had ranged 
from the sublime, in Morel, to the 
ridiculous, as in “A Brief Dictionary 
of the Posh Argentine" (Breve Dic- 
cionario del Argentina Exquisite, 
1978). Solemnity, he once told a 
friend, is what people confuse with 
being profound 

Even in his old age, after the 
death of his wife, SDvina Ocampo, in 
December 1993, and before that of 
their only daughter; in a road acci- 
dent, he was still able to conjure a 
mixture of mischief and scandaL T\ro 
years ago he published a collection 
of love letters from his youth. Un- 
fortunately, when he went to London 
in the eariy Nineties to deliver the 
annual “Borges Lecture,” organised 
by the Anglo-Argentine Society, he 
was too frail and ill to show much of 
that lifelong spark. 

Born as the First World War 
broke out, but into a comfortable 
land-owning family, Bioy Casares 
started out studying law, liien moved 


to the school of philosophy and let- 
ters at tfae University of Buenos 
Aires. But he often said that what be 
enjoyed most was playing tennis. He 
played the game until he was 74. 

This self-irony was almost out of 
style with the society he grew up in. 
but which he managed to manipu- 
late to his own benefit He belonged 
to a generation where the upper mid- 
dle and wealthy classes indulged in 
extended travel to Paris, Rome and 
London and other European capitals 
which they felt were at tfae heart of 
the arts and literature. 

His social group was for many 
years Argentina's establishment 
writers and artists who had as their 
core the magazine Sur, founded 
and led by his sister-in-law, Victoria 
Ocampo, better known than his 
wife, but considered the lesser 
writer of the two sisters. 

His friendship with Jorge Luis 
Borges was not only long, but has 
entered Latin American literary 


legend. With the pen names H. 
Bus ton Domeeq, B. Suarez 
Lynch, and B. Lynch Davis, they pro- 
duced a series of satires on con- 
temporary customs and a series of 
crime stories. 

Between 1945 and I960, Bioy 
Casares and Borges ran a publish- 
ing venture which started with the 
writings in translation of Cedi Day- 
Lewis and included Joseph Conrad, 
H.G. Wells and Henry James. And 
together they compiled numerous 
anthologies and a series of anno tated 
classics. As Borges Increasingly 
lost his sight, Biqy Casares became 
his eyes in their joint output 

Surprisingly for an age that re- 
quires publicity to ensure glory, 
B toy Casares generated attention by 
saying that he was not interested in 
fame. When he was asked why he 
had agreed to pose in a credit card 
(American Express) advertisement 
last yean his rejoinder was that he 
had been offered a very interesting 



teaching medieval social and eco- 
nomic history; and passed on useful 
materials as well as insights 
gathered over a long and committed 
career of academic service. 

Norwich, where she was long the 
Honorary Archivist to the cathedral 
and its chapter, particularly reaped 
the benefit of her dedication. Nobody 
has known the archive as well as she 
didnor tended it with such care and 
intelligence. Historians of the future 
will be in her debt for her work with 
these records, as they will also far her 
own published research Her strength 
lay in the precise and painstaking 
study of record materials. 

This attention to detail will ensure 
that her contribution to medieval 
scholarship lives on for many gen- 
erations to come, for her editions for 
the Pipe Roll Society of the Feet cf 
Fines for Norfolk and SugbBc 11953, 
1958) and The Charters of Norwich 
Cathedral Priory (1974, 1985) are 
masterpieces of their type. Moreover; 
she brought to publication several 
other volumes of the Pipe Roll So- 
ciety during her period as Joint 
General Editor. 

Her studies of the free peasantry 
of East Anglia helped os to under- 
stand the peculiarities of an area 
which was so central to the pros- 
perity of medieval England. She 
also produced a number of important 

pieces on the history of the cathedral 

priory of Norwich, as well as giving 
much-needed attention to thehisto-. 
ry of medieval Reading. 

Barbara Dodwell was one of those 
eternally energetic and young-., 
minded peoptewho never reahyietn®. 

She was an indefatigable traveller as 

well as a knowledgeable gardener 


a splendid sister and aunt, with a 
tribe of nieces and nephews whom 
she greatly enjoyed. As a vibrant 
conversationalist and a perennial 

optimist, she was always a pleasure 

Bioy Casares: fantasy is reality to meet. She was a sensitive and re- 
liable friend, as well as. lam told, a 
figure which he found extremely de manding pgrfnor qmd formidable 
difficult to refuse. opponent) at the bridge table. 

ANDREW GRAHAM-YOOLL ' ANNE CUR® 


Adolfo Bioy Casares, writer bom 
Buenos Aires IS September 1914; 
married 1944 Sihnna Ocampo 
(died 1993; one daughter 
deceased); died Buenos Aires 8 
March 1999. 


Barbara Dodwell historian and 
archivist bom 17 April 1912; Reodr 
; er in History, Reading University 
1962-77, Director, Graduate C4R&® 
for Medieval Studies 1974-77; died 
Norwich 15 -Fbbruarj/ 1999. 
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Henry Fair 
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^^ w ^CT’ c SR''m w faichhe&iMd 
Wnameof Henry Rah-. The reason for 
he^i a ^ S10n **? Probacy de part 

1 wS r^Jf < f® anisin g tbe escape of 
MOO CzediosJovak children fr^the 
la ®nBan occupatiorL 

rSiriiiB f ■ mi 


asfeedinPaiSamestrequfistingSjattbe 
government lookinlo the activities c£ the 
person who «iiia<i himself fioodoo. 

’ftwathcmsand i^ H ldr^n attiwH«»dtt>e 

camp, inrimfing 800 Czechs, some of - 
whom became orphans a year later 
when the Germans inva^d their coun- 
try It was to the Woodcraft JbDc that the 
Czechs wrote, j d^fldjng far a 
a (fired result, yjoo children were 
transported to England, and 40 of them 
were taken in 6y Henry Rrir and other 
Fblk members. 


^ ui LUC 

^kodcraft Fblk, a progressive ednca- 


^Tcurcau.o3rcflU!aren and young 

P«ple founded in south London in 
1925, and was its first National Cfegan- 
iser. He joined the original group in 1926, 
aged 19, attracted by a philosophy 
based on democracy, co-operation and 
human rights, combined with a pro- 
gramme of outdoor activities, particu- 
larly camping and hiking. He adopted 
roe folk name of “Koodoo” (after a 
South African antelope!. 

The emerging movement sought to 
avoid themilitaiy^tjtefiamewiHkrfor- 
gamsations such as the Boy Scouts and 
Giri Guides, and was from inception for 
4j?oth sexes. Within a couple of years new 
g roups were springing up in London, 
Bournemouth, Bristol, Bath and Leices- 
tec as far as Sheffield and into Scotland. 

When Fair gave up his job as a 
colour matcher in a paint factory to take 
on the post QfNatkraal Organiser in 1936, 

his financial prospects appeared some- 

what precarious. Fbr the first seven 
years, his salary was dependent on a 
successful Christmas draw. 

In 1937, the unsettled time of the 
Spanish Civil War and the Jarrow 
March, Fair organised the Woodcraft 
Folk’s first major international camp m 
Brighton. The Ffcsast Blackshirts were 
then at their strongest point and the 
Woodcraft Folk had paraded their op- 
position to them at every available op- 
portunity. Guards and lookout posts 
were set up at the camp to protect it 
from Blackshirt raids and journalists 


of his fife was when a large number of 
those chfidren, by thm in their 
and seventies, gathered at a reunion in 
Prague in 1991 to visit the extermina- 
tion camp where their parents had 
perished. Awoman put her arm around 
Ms neck and said: “If ft wasn't for you, 
Fd have been in there." 

Jbr a movement dedicated to peace 
- and also to opposing Fascism - die 


Fair joined the 
Woodcraft Folk in 
1926, taking the folk 
name ‘Koodoo 9 , 
after a South 
African antelope 



Fair and typewriter at camp, circa 1937 


to the area. Questions were even 


Second World War presented an enor- 
mous moral dilemma. Three weeks 
before the outbreak of hostilities. Wood- 
craft Folk had been at an international 
camp in Belgium, British children 
f o rm ing fr iendship s with German and 
Austrian youngsters. 

Many Woodcraft Folk members, in- 
clii ding Faii; chose to be conscientious 
objectors. The organisation became 
associated with the Central Board of 
Conscientious Objectors and Fair sup- 
ported members at the tribunals held to 
decide whether objections were based 


on genuine principles. Disruptions re- 
sulting from the war could have broken 
the Falk but much oflhecretfitforre- 
bmldmg the movement is given to Fait 

Another international cany was or- 
ganised in Brighton in 1946, a fortnight 
after the introduction of breed rationing. 
Fair apologised to the Dutch leaderfor 
toe meagre allowance of four slices per 
daft but was assured thatin Holland they 
had learned to cook tulip bulbs. 

He left paid work with the Woodcraft 
Pcdk in 1954 to be the Education Secre- 
tary of toe London Co-operative Society 


Minos Kokkinakis 


MINOS KOKKINAKIS was no stranger to 
Greek prisons. As a Jehovah’s Witness 
who refused to give up what he saw as 
his duty to try to convert his fellow 
citizens, an offence under Greek law. he 
was first sentenced in 2938. In all he 
would be arrested more than 60 times, 
tried 18 times and spend a combined 
total of six and a half years in prisozt 
But his case became a cause cSLSarc 
when, in May 199S, the European Court 
of Human Rights in Strasbourg ruled 
Qbat his right to religious freedom 
ftad been violated and awarded tern 
damages of 3.5m drachmas (some 
£10,000). “The 50 years of persecution 
was wrath gcmg through for this historic 
moment,’' Kokkinakis declared 
The landmark judgement, known as 
Kokfrinakis u Greece, was frequently 
cited in similar cases ofprosefytism in 
Greece, leading to acquittals not just of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses but of Fentoxwtal 
Christians and even a Buddhist 
Kokkinakis became a Jehovah's Wit- 
ness in his twenties. In 1938 be was the 
first Jehovah’s Witness in Greece to be 
arrested for violating toe law a gains t 



under pressure from toe Greek Ortho- 
dox Church by the government of the 
dictator Ioannis Metaxas. 


who had been sentenced to a year's exile 
^jn toe Aegean island of Amorgps for 


Kokkinakis: 50 years’ persecution 

preadimg the new faito, recalled: “After 
I had been there for six months, sud- 
denly a man named Kokkinakis ar- 
rived frran Crete. I had sptfen toe truth 
to bun bade there. He bad been inter- 
ested, and now here he was, being 
eadledforhisniewconviclinnsriiraio^ 
a iris baptised Kokkinakis in toe sea. 

Rntber short sentences followed in 
1939 and in 1940. During the Second 
World Wai; Kokkinakis was incarcerat- 
ed in the military prison in Athens for 
more than 18 months. He later re- 


called: “The lade of food in the prison 
went from bad to worse. We became so 
weak that we could not walk. If it had 
not been for toe Witnesses from toe 
Athens and Piraeus areas who provid- 
ed us with food from their depleted 
means, we would have died.” 

He was again sentenced in 1947 and 
in 1949, when he was exiled to the no- 
torious prison island of Makronisos. He 
was among 40 Jehovah’s Witnesses in 
a prison housing 14,000. “The soldiers, 
like members of toe Inquisition, would 
interrogate each inmate from morning 
till evening. Words fail to describe the 
tortures they inflicted. Mary prisoners 
lost their sanity, others were killed; a 
great number were left physically dis- 
abled. During those terrible nights 
while we heard toe cries of those being 
tortured, we would pray as a group." 

After surviving the hardships of 
Makronisos, Knkkinalds^ was arrested 10 
more times in the 1950s and 1960s for 
prosefytism, one of hundreds of Jeho- 
vah's Witnesses to be imprisoned on 
such charges. 

The case that was eventually ruled 
onfay toe European Court in 1993 dated 
bade to March 1986, when Kokkinakis 
and his wife Efissavet visited a home in 
Sitia on Crete, where they apparently 
tried to convert a woman ^ whose husband 
was toe cantor at a local Orthodox 
church. He informed the police, whoar- 


rested the couple. They were charged 
with proselytian and sentenced in toe 

criminal court nf T .asitfri to fain- months* 

imprisonment The court declared that 
the defendants had intruded “on the re- 
ligious befiefe of Orthodox Christians .. . 
by taking advantage of their inexperience, 
their low intellect and their naivety”. 

The Crete Court of Appeal later ac- 
quitted Elissavet but upheld her hus- 
band's conviction, attheugh it reduced 
his prison sentence to three months. 

Knkkmak is persisted in his challeng e tn 

the ruling and after the Greek Supreme 
Court dismissed his appeal in April 1988 
he took his case to the European Court 
The potion was eventually accepted in 
February 1992 and the case was heard 
the following November in his presence. 
One of toe nine judges declared that 
Kokkinakis had been convicted “only 
for having shown such zeal, without any 
impropriety on ids part". 

At his funeral service, one of his 
lawyers, Thanasas Reppas, told the 
large crowd: “Kokkinakis was the first i 
person convicted for prosejytism and 
he is the one who finally took this law 
to the grave.” 

Felix Corley 

Minos Kokkinakis, shopkeeper: bom 
Sitia, Crete 25 February 1909; 
married ( five dnldren); died Sitia 28 
January 1999. 


GAZETTE 


Births, 
Marriages 
& DEATHS 


Deaths 

DE NORMANVIUJE: Fetei; 
Dcacefuliv on 7 March, after a 

JSSTa fifmmaW of dis- 
<|getxm and bekned husband to 
SarahTdearfr kwed Esther of Siri 
and Pierrette, and adored 
tarandiatlws An exceptional man 
who wiB truly be miBBei Eta«^ 
al at 1 iam , Sunday 14 Marcn, at - 
Goldere-Green Crematorium. 

Family flowers on& please, out 
if you wish, donations to cancer 
research or the Marie Curie 
Clinic, Lyndhurst Gardens, NWS. 

LYNCH: Martin, aged 71 yeartsOu 
6 March, precehiftf at home to 
Penzance. Beloved husband of 

Janrt aito a loved fetbw 

of Alice. Rinerai service on Fn- 
dav 12 March at 3pm_ Donations 
fofthe.HowsrflfaffiS^ 
enquiries, to David waste; 
Funeral Director; Penzance 
(02736 3S242SJ. 


jttamounceinents for ©“***« 

tSlrths. marriages & 

DEATHS are charged at £6^0 
a Hup (VAT extra!- 


BIRTHDAYS 

prince Edward, 35; Sir 
Lawrence Airey, former 
chairman. Board of Inland 
Revenue, 73; Sir Robert 
Bellinger, former Lord 
Mayor of London, 89; Air 
Chief Marshal Sir Brian 
Barnett, 86; Sir Paul Con- 
don, commissioner; Metro- 
politan Ponce, 52; Baroness 
Falkender, former Private . . 
and Political Secretary to 
Lord Wilson of Rievaulx, 67; 
Mr David Ffcfl, ambassador 
| to Vietnam, 51; Mr Era 
TCong, pianist, 65; Sir 
Angus Fraser, former chair- 
I man of the Board of Customs 
and Excise, 71; Dame 
Margaret Fry, former 
! chairman. National Union, of 
Conservative and Unionist 
Associations, 68; Mr Barry 
Gardiner MP, 42; Rear- 
Admiral Sir John Gamier, 
Extra Equerry to the Queen, 
65; Sir Samuel Goldman, 
former senior civil servant, 
87; Mr Terry Holmes, rugby 
player; 42; Mr Hugh John- 
son, wine writer; 60; General 
Sir John Learmont, former 


Quarter Master General, 
Ministry of Defence, 65; Mr 
Anthony Leonard, chief 
constable, Humberside. 60; 
Baron Montague of Oxford, 
iHhairman, Montague Multi- 
national Ltd, 67; Mr Graeme 
Odgers* former chairman, 

Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission, 65; Mr Peter 
Wormald, former Registrar 
General for En gla n d and 
Wales, 63. 


ANNIVERSARIES 

Births: John Playfoiz; mathe- 
matician and geologist. 1748; 
Henry Watson Fowle; author 
tfEngUsh Usage, 1858; Bix 
Beiderbecke CLeon Bismarck 
Beidebecke), jazz cornet- 
. player and composer; 1903. 
Deaths: Sr John Denham, 
poet, 1669; Charles Frederick 
Worth, fashi on designer, 1895; 
Ray Mffland (Reginald 
Truscott-Jones), actoc 1986. 
On this day. D.W. Siffito’s 
film In Old California was 
released, the first movie to 
be marie in Hollywood, 1910; 
Peter TVriss, test pilot, was 


the first man to fry at more 
than LOOQmph, 1956; James 
Earl Ray (Eric Starve Galt) 
pleaded guilty to the murder 
of Martin Luther King, in 
Mem phis, Tennessee, 1969. 
Ibday is Commonwealth 
Day and the Feast Day of St 
Anastasia Patricia, St Atta- 
las, St Codratus and Others, 
St Droctoveus or Drotte, St 
Hymelin, St John Ogdvie, St 
Eessog, St Macarius of 
Jerusalem and St Simplicius, 
pope. 


Lectures 

Victoria and Albert 
Museum: Sally Dormer; 

“The Becket Casket”, 2pm. 
late GaBery Catherine 
Leva; “The Sick Bay at toe 
dhte: Dali, Hepworth and 
Damian Hirst”, lpm. 

Wallace Collection, London 
Wl: Joanne flecDey “Genre 
Paintings in the Wallace Col- 
lection”, lpm. 

Royal Society of Arts, Lon- 
don WC2: Dr Stephen J. Bull, 
“Might Bad Sportsmanship 
Produce Winners?", 6pnL 


ROYAL 

Engagements 

The Duke of Edinburgh, 
founder and r*Hah-w»m of toe 
International Trustees of the 
Duke of E dinb urgh’s Award 
International Association, 
attends a dinner for toe 
Benelux Award in Antwerp, 
Belgium. The Duke of York 
gives a reception for Under- 
standing Industry at St 
James’s Palace, London SWL 
The Duke of Gloucester, 
Commissioner: English 
Heritage, visits Bradbourne 
House, East Mailing. Kent; 
and, as Grand Prior; Order of 
St John, opens toe new St 
John Ambulance County 
Headquarters in WCst 
Malfing, Kent 


CHANGING OF THE GUARD 

The Household Cavalry 
Mounted Regiment mounts 
toe Queen’s Life Guard at 
Horse Guards, iiazm 
F Company Scots Guards 
mounts the Queer’s Guard, at 
Buckingham Palace, 
iL30am, band provided by toe 
Irish Guards. 
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Architectural notes 

James Macaulay 

Ham-fisted Gothic 
in Glasgow 


and, on retirement, moved to Bruton in 
Somerset In 1964 be was presided with 
the Labour Party Certificate of Wait by 
Nefi Khmock, in recognition erf his 50 
years of service, and in 1997, the Henry 
Fur Appeal launched in celebration of 
Ins 90fo birthday raised nearly £6,000 for 
Woodcraft Folk development. 

Janet Kay 

Henry Fixxr, educationist bom London 
8 August 1907; married (two sons, one t 
daughter); died Bruton, Somerset 1 6 : 
February 1999. \ 


SERIOUS COMMENTATORS 
on Glasgow's past architec- 
ture have been uniformly 
dismissive of James Adam's 
Barony Church. In the 
Glasgow volume of Build- 
ings of Scotland it is 
described as “the ham-fisted 
Gothick Barony church built 
in 1703-1800 by John Robert- 
son to designs by R. and 
J. Adam”. However; the 
church was probably de- 
signed by Adam’s nephew. 
John Robertson, who acted 
for him in certain Glasgow 
jobs. A poor press, early 
demolition and a paucity of 
published documentation 
have hitherto obscured 
rational observation. 

The Barony parish was 
formed in 1595 and the parish 
stretched over eight miles 
from west to east and over 
four miles from north to 
south. According to one ac- 
count, the Barony parish 
“surrounds the City of 
Glasgow so closed on three 
sides that in some places the 
houses are joined together; 
and in others one side of a 
street is within the Royalty, 
and the other within the 
Barony Parish”. 

'When the parish was 
disjoined in 1595 from the 
High Church, occupying 
the Pre-Reformation choir 
in the cathedral the lower 
church was niinwitpd as the 
place of worship and there it 
was to be for the next two 
centuries. The first minister 
of the Barony was Donald 
McKQvonie and the last was 
the celebrated Dr Norman 


Madeod, who was called 
in 1851. 

In 1799 the foundation 
stone was laid and “The day 
being fine there was a nu- 
merous crowd attending”. A 
manuscript in a sealed glass 
bottle deposited beneath the 
site of the west door, record- 
ed: “James Adam of London. 
Architect; John Reid, Con- 
tractor, James Baird. 
Mason”. No mention of Scott 
or indeed of John Robertson, 
the nephew of James Adam, 
who had died in 1794, al- 
though he has been cited as 
the builder. 

The church was ready for 
occupation in 1801 when the 
kirk session met for the first 
time. The cost of the building 
had been set at £12^85 and to 
recoup some of that it was 
agreed by toe heritors to sell 
to Mrs Rea Crawford of Mil- 
ton “a Room fitted up in the 
north Ttarret of the Church 
above the Session-house” 
and another to the south of 
the staircase leading to the 
galleries to Hopkuk “for 
keeping toe Books and Pa- 
pers relative to the affairs of 
the Parish” while setting 
aside “the small room to 
the north of toe session for 
the use of toe Person who 
takes charge of and sweeps 
the Church". 

But what of toe signifi- 
cance of the Barony Church? 
Before it m) more than half a 
dozen Gothic Revival church- 
es had been erected in Soot- 
land and of these the Barony 
was not only the largest but 
also the most developed styl- 


isticafly. In Britain there were 
few if any architects who 
commanded at the dose of 
the 18th century such a 
repertoire of knowledge of 
Gothic architecture. 

As a young man James 
Adam bad shown a preco- 
cious interest in what would 
be termed rococo Gothic 
and had admired Hcriot s 
Hospital in Edinburgh for its 
“regular Gothic". In practice 
the Adam brothers fold ren- 
ovated Alnwick Castle and 
had worked on numerous 
commissions for castles, 
especially in Scotland. 

Although James Adam's 
role in the Adam enterprises 
has been obscured by the 
shining talents of Robert 
nevertheless he was a so- 
phisticated designer. One 
need only turn to his known 
works in Glasgow, the coll- 
ege buildings on the High 
Street and the TTOu Church, 
as evidence. 

Perhaps, therefore, the 
genera] condemnation of his 
Barony Church arises in 
targe part because of the 
many treatises on Gothic ar- 
chitecture which, appearing 
in the early igth century, 

gave new standards of schol- 
arship combined with a seri- 
ousness of intent against 
which earlier products Jailed 
irremediably. Such was the 
fete of James Adam's church. 

Dr James Macaulay is the 
author cf ‘Glasgow School of 
Art Charles Rennie Mack- 
intosh' ( Phaidon, ‘Architec- 
ture in Detail', £1935) 


Official receiver acts 
as a litigant in person 
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WHEN THE official recover 
appeared in person in direc- 
tors* disqualification pro- 
ceedings, he was acting as 
a litigant in person, and was 
entitled to have Iris costs 
taxed under RSC Order 62. 
rule 18. 

The Coart of Appeal allowed 
the appeal of the official re- 
cover against a decision that be 
was not entitled to recover; as 
a litigant in person, costs in- 
curred by him in seeking dis- 
qualification orders against 
three company directors under 
section 7 of the Conrpaqy Direc- 
tors Disqualification Act 1986. 

In July 1992 the official re- 
ceiver obtained disqualification 
orders in the High Court 
against the three respondents 
under section 7 of toe 1986 Act, 
together with an order against 
each respondent toatbepay toe 
official receivers costs of the ap- 
plication on an indemnity basis. 

The bifi of costs included the 

costs of work done by the Thea- 
sury Solicitor, who was in- 
structed for the latter part of the 
proceedings, and his disburse- 
ments, which included coun- 
seTsfees. It also included work 
done by the official receiver 
himseK. He contended that as 
a litigant in person he was en- 
titled to have his costs taxed 
according to RSC Order 62, 
rule 18. The deputy master 
concluded that toe official re- 
ceiver (fid not rank as a litigant 
in person. 

On appeal to the Chanceiy 
Division it was argued for 
the official receiver that toe 
litigant in person was not, in 
taw, toe official receiver; but 
was the Crown. The appeal 
was rirsmigRgd, and t h e official 
receiver appealed. 

Jonathon Crow <7Yeasu7$ Solic- 


HEINZ is dosing the 
Hariesden outpost of its 
woridrwide operation, and 
The Grocer quotes its pres- 
ident Bill Johnson, who 
does not want the firm tobe 
“a decentralised collection 
rf unaligned autonomous a£ 
Abates”. Tfrutology is scarce- 
ly the word for it, I remark 
to the Shakespeare scholar 
Katherine Dnncan-Jones, 


WEDNESDAY 
LAW REPORT 

10 MARCH 1999 

Official Receiver v 

Brunt and others 

Court of Appeal (Lord 

Justice Aldous and 

Lord Justice Sedley) 

2 March 1999 

itor) fbr the official receiver. 
Peter Martin (Needleman Treon) 
for the first respondent 

Lord Justice Aldous, handing 
down the judgment of the 
court, said that the office of 
official receiver had been cre- 
ated by toe Bankruptcy Act 
1883. For present purposes 
the duties of the official receiv- 
er were to be found in the 
Insolvency Act 1986. 

Section 7U) of the Company 
Directors Disqualification Act 

1986 gave the official receiver 
locus standi to move for a di- 
rector’s disqualification, and 
rule 10 of the Insolvent Com- 
panies (Disqualification of Unfit 
Directtti) Proceedings Rules 

1987 gave official recovers and 
deputy official receivers toe 
right of audience in any pro- 
ceedings to which the rules 
applied. Section 1(1) of the 
litigants in Person (Costs and 
Expenses) Act 1975 provided for 
the taxation or other determi- 
nation of any costs of a litigant 
in person which were ordered 
to be paid by any other party to 
toe proceedings. 

The office of official receiv- 
er was not a prerogative office 
under toe Crown, nor was it 


made by statute aCrown office. 
It was a statutory office. Al- 
though it was generally occu- 
pied by individuals who had 
until their appointment been 
civil servants within the 
Department of Dade and In- 
dustry and, although they con- 
tinued ty taw to act at and 
under the direction of the 
Secretary of State, they ceased 
on appointment to be civil 
servants in the proper sense of 
servants of the Crown em- 
ployed in the business of gov- 
ernment within a department 
of state. 

As the holder of a statutory 
office, each official receiver 
was empowered to bring pro- 
ceedings including disqualifi- 
cation proceedings in his or her 
own name, and was accorded 
by taw a right of audience be- 
fore the court The legal and 
physical feet in a case such as 
the present was that the official 
receiver was empowered by 
law to act without representa- 
tion in certain civil proceedings. 
When he or she did so. the de- 
scription “litigant in person” 
was apposite. 

In working upon the present 
case the official receiver had 
incurred costs over and above 
disbursements which were pe- 
cuniary in nature and amount- 
ed to pecuniary loss. It followed, 
applying Re Eastwood l de- 
ceased ), Lloyds Bank v East- 
toood and others [1974J 3 All ER 
603, that RSC Order 62, rule 
18(2) applied to the quantifica- 
tion of his costs and he should 
be allowed two-thirds of the 
sum which in toe opinion of 
toe taxing office would have 
been allowed if he had been 
represented by a solicitor. 

Kate O’Hanlon. 

Barrister 


Words 

CHRISTOPHER 

Hawtree 

rust, n. 

who recalls that her fether 
was a stickler for meaning: 
be fought a doomed battle 
over postgraduate (gradu- 
ate is sufficent) - moreover. 


when a helpful removal 
man pointed out some rust 
on a fire, he replied, “That’s 
not rust, it’s corrosion -it’s 
non-ferrous metal.” 

Rather than be dumb- 
founded. a cannier removal 
man would have quoted 
Johnson on rush “the red 
desquamation of old iron” 
and “the tarnished or cor- 
roded surfece of any metal”. 
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you swore the oath of allegiance to the Queen? ) 




His r 



V 

disembov 
creative f 
route ton 

the man 

Hand y thr 
period in 
This is 
the BBC. 
ector gei 
and the ( 
cidehow 
poration 
beyond S 
report oi 
mitteecl 
omistGi 
Notir 
tire histi 
era! bees 
reviled, 
of Lord 
LordBr 
to atta< 
Dalek”i 
-pseudc 
method 
Among 
Hussey 
the BB 
during* 
first de 
thendi 
Hus 
theopii 
of The 
drowni 
perpet 
money 
those 
nectec 
raakmj 
••forth 
the m- 
notthi 
got its 
Thi 
height 
ieties 
himst 
dram, 
of L< 
writei 
nor, % 
roam 
troQe 
cretin 
too to 
•That 
gon' 


T ony Banks, 55, is 
MP for West Ham 
and minister for 
sport. He was bom 
in Belfast, grew up 
in Brixton and now 
lives in east Lon- 
don. He entered politics by election 
to the Greater London Council in 
1970 and remained at County Hall 
until its abolition in 1986. He has sup- 
ported Chelsea FC for more than 40 
years but cites “18th-century polit- 
ical iconography” as his main hobby. 
His political heroes are Charles 
James Fox and John Wilkes. 

Since you are the British minis- 
ter for sport, what are you doing 
to promote the sporting success 
of Scotland, Wales and Northern 
Ireland? 

Jain Baird, S tockton- on-Tees 
Not many people know this, but I am 
the English sports minister. There 
are others for Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland. 

What do you miss most, from 
your time working with Mike 
Rutherford and Phil Collins? 
Alex Sykes, Jeddah Prep School, 
Saudi Arabia 
The sex and the money. 

Given the xenophobia, bigotry 
and racism that seem to go with 
English sporting success these 
days, isn’t it a good thing that most 
of our sporting sides continue to 
be unsuccessful? 

Keith Flett Tottenham, London 
It is simplistic automatically to 
associate xenophobia, bigotry and 
racism with English sporting suc- 
cess. Sporting activity does not 
stand outside society’s best or worst 
behavioural patterns. We should 
utilise the power of sport to reinforce 
the best and confront the worst 
within our society. Sporting success 
can unite the nation and lift the 
spirit And we're not that unsuc- 
cessful, either. 

What does the Labour Govern- 
ment plan to do to tackle dru^ in 
sport? What is your reaction to the, 
IOC scandals? 

Philip Jenkrn, Solihull 
In this country we have one of the 
most rigorous anti-doping regimes 
in world sport We will continue to 
insist that sport must be clean if it 
is to be foiz; and that our athletes 
must feel confident that other coun- 
tries are as rigorous as our own in 
combating doping in sport 


I made it dear at the IOC conference 
in Lausanne last month that we 
expect the Olympic movement to 
dean up its act Unless we are cer- 
tain that the selection process is fair, 
honest and transparent, there will 
be no Government support for an 
Olympic bid. 

What political books have had the 
most influence on you? 

Patrick Fox, Basingstoke, Hants 
George Orwell’s Down and Out in 
Paris and London, ThelronHeelby 
Jack London, History of the 
Russian Revolution by Leon 
Trotsky, The Ragged Trousered 
Philanthropists by Robert Tres- 
sell, and The Prophet Armed by 
Isaac Deutschec 

How do yon reconcile the cont- 
radiction between the drive 
for non-competitive sporting 
environments championed by 
Labour Councils, and the enthu- 
siasm for all things sporting (foot- 
ball, rugby and athletics) shown 
fay the Prime Minister and year 
good self in recent years? 

Wayne Richardson, Yatton, 
Somerset 

Taken to extremes, both positions 
are undesirable. There is a sport for 
everyone, whatever their aptitude 
and level of physical ability and the 
Government believes that compet- 
itive sport can play a crudal part in 
the development of the child 

Do yon often get mistaken for 
Lionel Blair? 

Joseph Mills, Leeds 
Only when I'm dancing. 

Shouldn't you have telephoned 
Glenn Hoddle to get his side of the 
story before publicly saying he 
should resign? 

Martin Griffin, Southampton 
I never said that Glenn Hoddle 
should resign. 

What do you think the policy 
objectives of the new mayor of 
London should be in his/her first 
term of office? 

Celia Holmes, London 
Building confidence in the office; 
producing a transport system that 
works and an environment that’s fit 
to live in. 

Were yon a good sportsman when 
yon were younger? Which sports 
do yon still eiyoy? 

Sheila Dobson. 

High Wycombe, Bucks 



NEXT WEEK 

EILEEN DREWERV. . 
FOLLOWED BY 

Keith Hellaweu 

SEND ANY questions for 

Eileen Dreweiy. Glenn 
Hoddle's mystic adviser, and 
■drugs tsar' Keith Hellawell to: 
You Ask the Questions, 
Features, The Independent, 1 
Canada Square, London El4 
5DL Ifox 0171-293 2182 or 
e-mail yourquestionsrfi 
independentco.uk), by 12 noon' 
on Friday 12 March 


I was useful at athletics and football 
but then feQ foul of bread pudding 
and Woodbine. cigarettes. I have 
long kicked both habits, but still ergqy 
both sports. 

How is the Government planning 
to drive paedophiles away from 
football clubs to protect young 
players and fens? 

Scott Roberts, Bishop's Stanford, 
Hertfordshire 

Following a series of Home Office 


seminars attended by voluntary 
groups to discuss possible amend- 
ments to the Sex Offenders Act 
1997, the Government issued a draft 
code of conduct on child protection 
for voluntary organisations working 
with young people. This code of con- 
duct gives advice and good practice 
on a range of issues, including how 
to conduct pre-appointment checks 
for convicted paedophiles, and what 
measures to introduce to minimise 
the risk of abuse of trust by those 


over 16 - sports coaches, for 
example. We understand that the 
FA’s child protection policies are 
based on this code of conduct 

How do you think Graeme Le Sanx 
and Robbie Fowler should be pe- 
nalised for their recent behaviour? 
Miss S Robinson, Salisbury, Wilts 
I wiH leave the FA to deal with them, 
but I think they should both be 
forced to have dinner with me at 
the House of Commons so I can 


bang on about my 45 years of foot- 
ball reminiscences. 

Why do you believe that Mohamed 
al-Fhyed should be given a British 
passport? 

Peter Murray, Glasgow 

Why not? What did Zola Budd ever 

do for us? 

Why do you think chess should be 
made a recognised sport? 

Mrs CL Tbumley , Reading 


Because it is already recognised in 
most of the European Union, and we 
are very good at it 

Who is your favourite sportsman, 
and why? 

Mr RE Hewin. Chester 
IThe paralympic athlete] Tanni (key 
because she is a fantastic athleteand 
a wonderful person. 

Do you think that the Govern- 
ment’s obsession with increasing 
the standard of the three Rs in 
primary schools will damage the 
standard of British sport at a 
grass-roots level? 

Andrern Hixrst, Kl/numth 
No. But I do think we should invest 
far more in terms of facilities in 
school sports. If we want sporting 
success, it begins in the school PE 
complements the three Rs; it does 
not detract from them. _ . 

Are yon a supporter of fox- 
hunting? If so, why? 

Mrs D McDaniel North Wales 
No. It’s unnecessary and barbarous. 

What did you hope to gain fay 
describing the Tory leader, 
William Hague, as a foetus? 
Anna Berringer, Hull 
A good laugh, and it worked. It was 
a joke and, unlike most of the sad gits 
who took offence, William Hague , 
didn’t He’s a good sport. 

Is it true that yon do not support 
the monarchy; and that you 
crossed your fingers behind your 
back when you swore an oath of 
allegiance to the Queen? 

Adam Burgess, London 
My gesture was misinterpreted. I 
was advertising the National Lottery. 


CLASSIFIED 


Metro Hearts 



Ge mini -HOWJ tbe toUor planrt gfccs tbcOndnl the 

of ipccd o/ itxx*,-bL. Gcmiai< arc at*) picerd but often torn 

in dUfcwm Hitwtqatc- O HWjMiffr jflty T Ifiyy, yyyf (f Cmfe l, 

yiMv yuur l : RF. I- Vi lire Rrsaualr ad today! 

0800 216 351 

• THE WDOdDEXT 


Voice FtersondV oppean eoeh <«cefc in The Indapendart an 
Saturday and in The Independent on Sunday 


Personal 


FRENCHMAN, 60, EX-RANK MANAGER 

Retired, high moral standards, dynamic, 
beginner in English. Looking for someone/' 
family in London for accommodation for 12 to 
IS months in return for French tuition. 
English classes and meals not with the family 
Wish to start 15/9 or 1/10 1999. 

Please write to: 

MR JEAN CLAUDE HUAUX 
16 RUE DE SANTEFONTAINE 
54000 NANCY 
FRANCE 

Possible to meet in London before. 
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Legal Notices 


The Inahcncy MIW 
BENECOL LIMITED 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
purataol to Section 9K of tbc 
Insolvency Ac I486, (bat a 
meriting of the creditor* of 
Muhlktrm Temple Arbitration 
Rooms. 37 Eul-i Street. London 
WCK HAT on Wcriiksdav ike 
24ib day of Match 1°99 at 1025 
am Cor ibe purposes provided fur 
in Sa.no ib 98. 100 and 101 of the 
lnsnKxnee An I'Kh. 

A led of l be names and addresses 
of the company's creditors win be 
jvaQjhk- lor inspection, free of 
cfaarce. at ASl-.W Citv Ron A 
timirn BCIV INA on ibe 22nd 
and 2.1,d March JW between the 
hours of llMKtam ami AOupm. 

The meeting tuav he required lo 
consider a restitution agreeing ibe 
basis of the Uquiilaior's 
remuneration. Tii asdsi credit res 
in making on informed decision. a 
copy of the creditor,' guide lo 
Lk/ui dolor's fees as detailed in 
ibe Society oT Practitioners of 
Insolvency. Statement of 
tibavlveney Practice No V b 
available.* 

Dated this 1st Jav of March IW 
By Order of the Board 
R ZARANTONEUXL Director 


Chat Lines 



0894 

88 6636 

ONU^SPfSI MM. ^ 


GAY 0394 88 8S 3G 



Unusual Gifts 


A NEWSPAPER lo, that special 
date. 1642-1999, rrew Ottos »afr 
abte. ideal birthday giL Remem- 
ber Whan. W: 01 31-783 6383. Or 
GALL FHEE 0500 520 000. 


To advertise 
in this section 
please call 
Siobhan McCaul 
on 0171 293 2347. 


THE CIRCUIT corner 
Record No. 13111 

DUBLIN CIRCUIT 

COUNTY OF THE 
CITY OF DUBLIN 

BETWEEN 

EILEEN MURPHY and 
MAUREEN McCUINNESS 
PLAINTIFFS 

-and - 

JAMES DOYLE and 
RICHARD DOYLE 
DEFENDANTS 

TAKE NOTICE by Order of 
the Circuit Court dated the 
Vlh February IW leave to 
advertise notice of these 
proceedings was given In ibe 
above named Plaintiff. 

In these proceedings the 
Plaintiffs are claiming title to 
property at 11 Broofcwuod 
Avenue, Arvane. in the City 
of Dublin. 

If either or Ihc Defendants 
wish lo dispute the Plaintiffs 
claim an Appearance to these 
proceedings must he entered 
al (be offices of ihc Circuit 
Court. Aras Ui Dltalaigh, 
Dublin 7 within ten days from 
Ihc date hereof. 

Doled the (Cult day of 
March 1999. 

Richard McGuinocs A Co. 
SOlidtm fur ibe Plaintiffs, 

24 Sundrive Road. 

Du Win 12. 
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Legal Notices 


NO- 901427 of 1999 
IN THE HIGH COURT OF 
JUSTICE 

CHANCERY DIVISION 
COMPANIES COURT 
IN THE MATTER OF BIBBY 
DISTRIBUTION SERVICES 
(HOLDINGS) LIMITED 
AND IN THE MATTER OF THE 
COMPANIES ACT IMS 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
tbal a A-titioo was on Ztrd 
f^bnujy 19 'ft presented la Her 
Majesty's High Court of Justice 
for ibe confirmation of the 
reduction of the share capital of 
Ibe Company hy the emcdlatioa 
or .1.71^000 Redeemable 
Cumulative Preference Shares of 
II each. 

AND NOTICE IS FURTHER 
GIVEN that the said Fttmoti is 
directed to Ns heard More the 
Reporar of the Companies Court 
at Ibe Royal Courts of Justice. 
Strand. London WC2A, 2LL on 
Wedoestlay ibe 17th day of March 
1999. 

ANY erediior or shareholder of 
Ihc Company desiring, to oppose 
the making of an Older for (he 
oxtlirmauon ol the said 
reduction of dure capital should 
appear at the lime of the bearing 
in person or by C«inseJ for that 

purpose 

A copy of die said IVihion will he 
funiMhed to any soch person 
requiring the same by the 
undcnneDiioned solicitors on 
payment id the regulated charge 
for the same. 

Dated this 5th day of Match 1909 
WE1GHTMANS. Richmond 
House. I Rumtord Place. 
Livnpri LI 90W Sofidtors lo 
the Company 


GLETOM ISBIES CROUP LUffTH) 

Tk u«bwy Ad od Rifa 15S4 
lo acconlaare wnh Rote * 1UC. L 

Brian RcgUDkl Aitthun Ca&isbaa 

« * Chanaty Vetbcotl DFK RibccU 
Square House. 10-12 KimeJI Square. 

Lnathm WCIB SLF. ghe not ire that 

on 1st Mardi 1479 1 » appnmtod 

UquUUtin tar resoiatnHB of 
nmxrv 

Nolice is hrretiy pres itm the 

Ci editor, of the atwrc named 

ciBujuoy, wfndi ■ hdag votunurib 

•wmd tip, arc required, oa or before 

iWi April iwn io <nxJ In thdr InO 

chrisimn and nimamcs. tbar 

addresses and dcscripoons, foil 

particulars nf their detns or daunt 

«ad the name* and address nf Ifadr 

SoGduns t il aayk to the unde itigned 
Brian Reginald Am buoy C aSTtfrin 
ct Cbuuey VeBacoll DFK. Rnxidl 

Square 1 louse. 19-12 Riweil Stpiore. 

London WCIB SLF. the Liquidator 

Of the utd COCBputt, and, if so 

iCqubed by aatice m wrilaig (roui 

the aid Liquidator, are penniuSy or 

by thdr Sofejiorv to come in and 

pnne their ibbts or daint* at wch 

lime and pfotx os shafl he spedfied in 

*** notice, fit in de faith thereof 
they will be ctctudcd from the 
bessefll or any JcUi4vIh<il 

Note: Tbh Mike is purely formal. 
Ail eretiifain bavr been or nfi be 
paid in TuU. 

rbled 2nd March lV*r 
RRA CALLAT.HAN. l^qiodaloT 


No 001263 of 1999 
IN THE HIGH COURT 
OF JUSTICE 
CHANCERY DIVISION 
COMPANIES COURT 
IN THE MATTER OF 
ZENECA GROUP PLC 
Ant) 

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
COMPANIES ACT 19S5 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that a petition was on 18lb 
Fcbnuty |W presemed lo Her 
Majcstys High Cdun of Justice 
for (be confirmation of tire 
cancdlminn or all cd ibe share 
capital of Ibe above-aamed 
Company. By a special resolution 
of the Company exrenscd lo take 
effect immediately upon the 
cancellation of the Conjparrvi 
dare capital, ibe capital or the 
Company will be increased to 
£50000 divided imo 50.000 
redeemable preference shares of 
£1 each and USStiOOjXIO.iXn 
divided in In 2^110 AlOOjXl) 
ordinary shares of USSL25 each. 
AND NOTICE IS FURTHER 
GIVEN that the said petition is 
directed to he heard before the 
Registrar of the Companies 
Court j( ibe Royal Courts of 
Justice. Strand. London WC2A 
2LL on Wednesday 17th March 
1999. 

Any creditor or jharcbokJer of 
the said Company desiring to 
oppose the making or an order 
for the confirmation of ibe raid 
reduction of capita] should 
appear at the time or be 
person or by Counsel for 
purpose. 

A com of the said petition will be 
fnnuuied io any such person 
re quirin g tbc same by Ibe under- 
mentioned SolkiJoa on payment 
of the legulatcd charge for tbc 
same. 

Dated ibis 2nd day of Match 1999. 

Mean. Fitshfidds 
hS Fleet Street 
London EC4Y 1HS 
(Ref: JGLCRWBl 
Solidton. for the above -named 
Company. 


•thetwahrory ftikt 1966 
fcde LlflfcJIJ 

FW EVANS CYCLES 
(WANDSWORTH) 
LIMITED 

la C irdHmi Vbi—aiy Gqaidaiiau 
MndpaTnadqi Address: 

1 27/129 VaMmtfa SBab Smei 
London, 5E18 4JB 
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Euro-travel by sanitised ‘whoosh’ 


THE IRRITATIONS OF MODERN LIFE 

32. EUROSTAR BY DARIUS SANAI 

IT IS extremely cool to like 
Eurostar. There’s a lovely 
whispering, whooshing 
sound to lull you to sleep. 

The blurred view and the 
speed (“Are we really going 
that fast, Dad?") keep 
children in silent wonder 
for three hours. The trains 
are so convenient that 
Paris is almost as easy to 
reach as a suburb of 
London. 

One Friday afternoon in 
199Q, in die pre- Eurostar 
days, my then girlfriend, 
who was from Brussels, 
rang to say she was ill and 
wanted love, comfort, and 
Lemsip served to her by 
me. A passionate Fleming 
with little tune for debate, 
she made it dear I was 
expected in Brussels that 
night, and that I was 
required to use any 
possible means of 
transport to get there. 

Frantic telephoning 
disclosed that all flights 
were full, the Jetfoil which 
met connecting trains in 
Ramsgate and Ostend was 
not operating because of 
gales, and the only 
Channel train involved a 
four-hour ferry ride. 

I cajoled a friend into 
lending his car, and drove 
to Dover. The ferries were 
having problems docking, 
so I spent an hour sitting 
by a cliff face at the 
Eastern Docks, being 
splashed by the spray and 
staring at the stars. With 
not another soul around, I 
pondered on love and 
imagined 1 was the Milk 
TVay man. 

It was around midnight 
when the ferry docked in 
Calais. The roads to 
Brussels were empty my 
headlights illuminating 
evocative Signs. D unkir k, 

Ypres, Ghent, scenes of 
mighty battles and bits of 
schoolboy history which 


were now desolate 
woodland and farmsteads. 
Soon after Ghent, a 
ferocious rainstorm hit and 
I slowed to a crawl, 
splashing through an 
empty, flooded roadway. 

I reached Laurence’s 
cosy flat in the Place 
Flagey at 3.20am, and 
when she looked at me and 
heard my tale her worry 
and fury dissolved into a 

warm embrace. We sat and 
drank Lemsip until dawn. 

This kind of journey 
became commonplace 
during the next couple of 
years. With the airlines too 
expensive or too fell, the 
midnight drive through 
Belgium became a kind of 
mad commute. The time 
on the feny deck watching 
Dover disappear, the 
excitement of the Flemish 
motorway signs, were 
times of contemplation and 
the frisson of being alone 
in a faraway land. 

None of this would 
happen with Eurostar. We 
are now whisked to 
Brussels with clinical 
efficiency. Of course, I 
could still be a Luddite and 
take the ferry now, but 


there is no point That is 
what's so irritating. 

Having the Eurostar is 
like seeing a cable-car built- 
to the top of the mountain > 
you always used to hike up. ■ 

The Grand’ Place and . .. 
the lovety little streets 
around it are now foil of 
weekenders who wander 
round muttering about how 
much nicer Paris is than 
Brussels and using their 
mobiles to check the time 
of their connection to 
Amsterdam. 

The three suite doing ! 
deals on their mobiles all • 
the way from Waterloo 
(London) to near Waterloo 
(Belgium) had no inkling of 
any of the histoiy, people, 
or scenery they were 
passing at 200mph. How 
many of them knew, or 
cared, about the tens of 
thousands of Great War 
dead in the soil around 
them? They certainly didn’t 
stop and ponder life while 
watching the difls of 
Dover. The sanitised 
“whoosh" of Eurostar may 
well have brought Europe 
dosei; but it’s also lost 
parts of Europe - and parts 
of us - for ever. 















rriving in Milan only days those velvet bell-bottoms. And if the paw- 
after the London shows, ere that be decree that sludgy hues -from 
you could be forgiven for ochre to dive and from mustard to, well, 
thinking you’d landed an mud -are the colours of the season... 
another continent As you Blame Mmccfe Prada, whose show was. 

Qy into the airport you can a veritable quagmire of such muted 
almost smell the money shades. Actually, it doesn’t look as bad as 
and feel the cashmere. London fashion con- one might imagjlne-it certainly beats lime 
cernsitsetfprimarilywito the nurturing of green in complementing die average 
young talent in possession of new if not en- British complexion. II no thing else, a neu- 
financially viable ideas, but Milan has tral background is essential to show off the 
no ptece for su(h indulgences. In Ilabtfesh- new Prada shoe: buccaneer boots in flame, 
ion is big business. chartreuse and/or puce, with a heel that 

Here, magazine editors go from busi- lodes blocked from behind and pencil-thin 
ness breakfasts to lunches to teatime ap- from the side. These were ugly fo the 
pointments, then on to dinners, with one supremely modish way that only Prada can 
powerful PR after anothra: Such extra-cur- carry off. 

1 fryitar activities are as important as the The clothes themselves were more 
saows themselves. Milan is where the pleasing to the eye, with a sweet, pastoral 
world’s mqjor advertisers gather for one feel softening a deliberately dowdy sfl - 
week every six months, after all Hail to houette. Oak leaves were appBqued here, 
keep the advertisers happy and, not to put there ami everywhere -Babes In Tire Wood 
too fine a point on it, that award-winning Go Bond Street Prada brought back chif- 
magazine might be headed for hard times, fan to her collection too -skirts, shirts and 
There is, thankfully, a less blatantly com- shirt-dresses, best in deep forest-green. Ai- 
merrial reason for attending: the Milan though she thinks nothing of sending her 
shows are also where the next season’s ' models out baring their all once the 
trends are established. If the Pradas and clothesmatetherailsIheyTthankfuUyap- 
Gucds of this world say Ihattheonly skirt pear rather mere modest, produced in lay- 
to be seen in is mid-calf length, then so be ers. Prada’s autumn/winter skirt looked 
itif they say that the late Sixties/earfySev- good mid-calf length and in burnt orange 
entiesis the era to plunder for inspiration, and olive, with a strip of purple-pink to am- 
then six months later well all be wearing fuse the eye. More chimsy were backless 


breastplates suspended from thick straps There was an awftil lot of leather in the 

and what can only be described as long* collection, which is just as it should be- th e 
johns teamed with thermal -style cardies: Gucci label made its namf* with leather, 
even the world’s most enviably beautiful Skinny tops looked glossy and expensive, 
wobbled unattractively in these. softened by a sweet leather rose at the 

MaxMara is a label that takes the sea- throat or waist. Fbrtne velvet, too, was very 
son’s trends and makes them more palat- much in evidence, in pretty bell-shaped or 
able. This season, its colour spectrumwas narrow; ruched skirts (a little too ironic for 
similar to that adopted by Prada, minus the comfort this (me). The amount offer in the 
more virulent hues and with softer caramel collection -jackets, coats, gilets - was un- 
and honey shades thrown in. The hippy- comfortable to the average British eye. The 
chic look that dominated last season’s Italian market of course, revels in the sta- 
Mflan collections was still in evidence, if tus. A pair of leather trousers with a 
more subdued: more Annie Hall than add mink-tall fringe, however; was taking this 
casualty. Fbfl, floozvsweeping skirts in soft concept a step too for The new Gucci belt 
wool or suede worn with skimpy tops is a leather thong, tied in a bow at the waist 
were lovely. Evening wear looked modern and about as thick as a riding crop. The 
in the same winter-weight fabrics, ap- Gucd shoe/knee-boot, meanwhile, is taller 
pkqudd with diamond patches of antiqued than your average sky-scraper- more than 
silver; bronze and gold at the hem. As al- a few models fiefl out ^theirs, which doesrft 
ways, MaxMara gave great coats. Full- bode well 

length and narrow in softest cashmere, Autumn/winter 2000 wouldn’t be com- 
they looked most desirable. plete without a millennium-inspired space- 

Rock chicks dominated at TOm Ford’s age element At Strenesse, the daywear 
super-slick collection for Gucd and there was modern, understated and sexy. The 
was far less colour than in his spring/sum- label is gathering momentum as a less aus- 
mer collection. Black is back, along with tere, more conventionally sexy option for 
ruby, amethyst and emerald. Ford’s the customer who’s a bit intimidated by Jil 
trousers were indeed bell-bottomed and Sander. But coated metal-mesh evening 
very skinny to the knee. Rather than dresses and skirts seemed out of ebarae- 
being pure pastiche, they seemed entire- ter and looked rather like designer tin-foil, 
ly of the moment Sleeves puffed from Sander herself sent out the seemingly 
elbow to wrist were a new. pretty addition, requisite futuristic pieces too: bat crinkly 


spar k li n g coats are not what people invest ture show may have been streets ahead in 
in the label for, nor is emerald-green rub- terms of fabric development but was 
bee Elsewhere, howeveq Sander didrftdis- somewhat overshadowed by the influence 
appoint Coats were the loveliest of the of the young Brits. At her autumn/winter 
season: knee-length and moulded to the ready-to-wear show however, Donatella 
body in a complex web of perfectly exe- cracked it A marine theme dominated 
cuted seams. New this season were coat- throughout there was coral, turquoise and 
dresses with dropped wa i s tban ds and mother-of-pearl trim on narrow trouser 
pockets. We all want one. We don't want this suits and body-skimming dresses. Floral 
season's Jil Sander shoes, though. Plat- tops, trousers and skirts looked at first as 
formed lace-ups in blue and green played if they were knitted - actually they were 
havoc with the streamlined silhouette. constructed from rainbow- coloured 
Dolce & Gabbana is a label unlikely to caviare beads. Fbr evening, Donatella had 
travel the sludge route. Instead, Italy’s gone back to her Versace roots: exquisite 
most famous design duo sent out a riot of bias-cut gowns in sea blues and greens, 
cl a s h i ng , even fluorescent colour (fuchsia, Donatella had cleverly maintained and 
lime, lemon and flame) and colliding prints updated all her brother’s signatures - and 
(animal and floral), reminding their audi- those beloved of the Versace customer, 
ence that fashion is a joyful business. The While a Gianni Versace sequinned trouser 
Dolce & Gabbana woman is not shy- she’s suit would have dazzled Donatella’s in- 
a brazen designer hussy and proud of it terpretotion came in muled gun -metal grey 
Skirts were shamelessly short the s3- Signature chiffon sheaths, meanwhile, 
houette saucy, right down to the shoes, looked more contemporary worn over 
Evening wear was truly beautiful the slim black trousers, 
jewelled evening coats in particular. They Elsewhere in Milan, Alberta Ferre tti 
looked supercool worn with skinny black sent out beautiful layers of chiffon slip after 
jeans cut off below the knee - a relatively chiffon slip, at their most modem peeping 
new and sassy Dolce & Gabbana signature, out from beneath felted wool coats. Anto- 
Neither is Versace a label for shrinking mo Berardi, meanwhile, rose to the ehal- 
violets, and this season's star-spangled lenge of showing in the Italian fashion 
glamour was good to see. Now in her fourth capital with considerable aplomb, bringing 
season as designer in chief; Donatella tfer- a much-needed dose of bright, young 
saee has her work cut out January’s cou- blood to the proceedings. Hats off to him. 
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Stars in 
his eyes 


When Patrick Moore puts down his 
telescope he picks up his xylophone 
beaters. Now, at 76, he has recorded a CD 
of his own works. By Ann Treneman 



s events go, it was never 
going to be boring. Patrick. 
Moore, Britain’s leading 
stargazer; was launching 
his first CD on the occasion 
ctf his 76 th birthday. He had 
l every track. It is 
an old-fashioned, fight-music irffair, with 
marches, waltzes and a surfeit of trills. The 
setting was the Windsor Suite on the sev- 
enth floor of London’s Inter-Continental 
Hotel. Champagne and canapds were bting 
served by people in maroon uniforms. 
Along one side of the room was a raised plat- 
form covered in dark green with frills 
round the bottom. On it stood what looked 
Like a very Large xylophone but which 
turned out to be a normal sized one (I had 
seen too many toy ones, dearly). 

Most of the 30 people in this room were 
friends and there was no denying that we 
had gathered here in a dearly beloved kind 
of way. Everyone was tapping away to 
ferociously beating march music and 
swapping xylophone anecdotes. Then, be- 
fore you could s^y John Philip Sousa, the 
man himself bounded into the room. “It’s 
the birthday bay!” said Robert Vallier- 
Green who had organised the CD amfthe 
party as well as playing all the piano 
solos. “Moore! Moore!” came the chant 
Then everyone sang Happy Birthday and 
Patrick Moore looted embarrassed. 

“Seventysix, isn't it awful,” he said, look- 
ing at the floor He is a large man but his 
blue suit was even larger. His monode is 
dangerously independent and sort of 
dances round his right eye: “Bfe are afl wait- 
ing!" called Mr\&IIier-Green. And with that 
Patrick Moore bounded on to the platform 
and took up the sticks wfaidi Hater learned 
were called beaters. Mr Vallier- Green 
scurried over to start the backing track tape 
tp.“The Hurricane” This is one of Mr 
Moore's compositions. It starts with a dash 
of cymbals. That is the quiet bit It is very 
accomplisbed and the xylophone kicks in * 
almost immediately. This is circus music 
complete with dancing pomes and plumes. 


It is toe kind of thing you really do trip the 
tight , fantas tic to. 

Patrick Moore has loved the xylophone 
since he was 10 and be plays with complete 
absorption. “He’s a wild man. Look, he’s 
transformed,” said toe man next to me. I 
did take a dose look and it wasn't a sight 
for the tame at heart The music was pelt- 
ing away but Mr Moore's head was bobbing 
away even fesfcee His hands were frying. 
Nor was he opposed to the odd dramatic 
pause At one point, he extended both arms 
over his bead, beaters posed, only to swoop 
backdown to the instrument in follpounce. 
He ended in a fantastic flourish, sweeping 
the entire length of the instrument in a blur 
of beaters. “Bravo! Bravo!” shouted the 
crowd. “Yeah! More!” But Mr Moore 
stepped down, heavfry and accepted a glass 
of champagne. The beaters lay stilL 

The crowd buzzed. Xylophones and tele- 
scopes were the two key subjects in this 
room. The woman next to me said that she 
and her husband had known Patrick for 
She has the wonderful namp of 
Wendy tie Fhubert Maunder They had 
accompanied him on a mdse to Antarcti- 
ca. He was supposed to be lecturing on toe 
Night Sky although, in fact, it happened to 
be mare or less perpetual daylight at the 
time. “He even played toe xylophone in 
Antarctica, you know ” she said. “He has a 
portable one; It was given to him by Michael 
Bentine. They met during toe war. But 
Patrick won't talk about it It’s top secret 
You ask him!” 

I made my way over to Mr Moore but 
ended up first talking to a man with a 
pound-sign badge in his lapel His name 
was Donald Duparc Braham and he is a 
trustee of one of Mr Moore’s many chari- 
table endeavours. “This is to save the 
pound!” he cried. “People think it means 
that I am a member of the millionaire’s 
dub. I wish.” 

Most of the crowd is 70-ish. I introduce 
myself to two younger men who turn out 
to be involved in publishing. One introduces 
himself as Mr Millais. I make a bad joke 



Patrick Moore is proud that hi s music is 100 years out-of-date and Halms to have never worked a day in his life; that life is a hobby 


Tbm Craig 


about hanging out in galleries. “Yes,” he 
says, “he was my great-grandfather:” He 
is a photographer and has worked on Mr 
Moore’s bods. Tm convinced he is a Time 
Lord. He's been doing The for 

45 years and he looks the same. He goes 
home to his Tardis." I turn to the 30-year- 
old wifin in a black T-shirt from Macmillan. 
He has been to Moore’s home, a thatched 
cottage in Selseg 9fest Sussex. Had he seen 
a Tardis? “No, but he makes his own wine 
so that might keep him young.” 

Perhaps it was the champagne talking 
but everyone kept on insisting that Patrick 
Moore is the last great British eccentric. 
He says this isn’t true, but he also claims 
that he is no performer; which he obviously 
is. I cannot get over the fact that he did not 
go to university. It is his one regret He be- 
came interested in astronomy at toe age 
of six when he read GJ! Chambers’ 1898 
book. The Story of the Solar System. Then 
be fell in love with music when be was 
seven. Are astronomy and music related 


in any way? He shakes his bead. But I had 
beard he did something called a “Space 
Concert” that mixed them both up. “Well, 
to be frank it was a bit contrived,” he said. 

Then his monocle seemed to get more 
serious. “I am so thrilled that at the age 
of 76 1 am being taken seriously as a com- 
poser of light music.” he says. The CD has 
been an idea for years. It took nine hours 
to record with toe Royal Scottish National 
Orchestra and Derek Garden was the 
conductor. Patrick Moore has never had a 
music lesson but has perfect pitch He plays 
the piano and xylophone, though only the 
latter in public. 

He sees himself mainly as a composer 
though, and says that he hasn't changed his 
style since he was a child. There is, for in- 
stance, his Woodland Suite which is made 
of up five parts called “Dragonflies”, 
“Hedgehogs”, “Elves”, "Gnomes" and 
“Worm Wriggle”. He composed some when 
be was 13, and others when he was 72. “And 
you cannot tell the difference!” he says. 


He dislikes modern music, jazz and pop; 
nor does he like the human voice. Chopin 
and Mahler are favourites, as is Strauss. 
He is proud that his muse is 100 years out- 
of-date. A friend of his, a cookery writer 
named Gretel Beer tells me that she is try- 
ing to organise a performance of Mr 
Moore's waltz, “Vienna Dawn”, in the city 
itself, with an all- woman band. By now, 
nothing fezes me and so I just nod. 

Next to us, two men with rather strange 
ties are having a loud discussion about how 
to pronounce Halley’s Comet One hands 
me a card that says Donald Francke: 
Baritone and Acton “Meet Old Deuteron- 
omy!” It turns out that he played the char- 
acter in Cats for nine years. Now he is to 
be in Phantom. He has been interested in 
astronomy since he was three. His tie has 
a space vehicle zooming round it The other 
man's tie is truculent with percussion in- 
struments. He is from the Ipswich Hospi- 
tal Band which Is, be says, the only hospital 
band in the country. Patrick Moore is 


their patron and has composed a march 
which the band plays as its opening num- 
ber at most outings. 

Patrick Moore goes off to talk to the 
women who made the CD and I am intro- 
duced to a man who tells me he is in tele- 
scopes. His name is Dudley Hiller and 
when I ask how old he is, he says that he 
is past his “die-fry" date. Mr FUller plays 
jazz piano and went on an eclipse cruise 
with Patrick Moore last year. He says that 
the telescope business is recession-proof 
“People must have their hobbies”. 

Patrick Moore claims to have never 
worked a day in his life and that life is a 
bobby. I don’t know about that but, after two 
hours of marching music. I am beginning 
to fed as if we are all in some kind of grand 
theatrical performance. And the stars? 
Well, that is easy. This is a show starring 
a xylophone, a monocle and lots of trills. 

The CD. ‘Moore Music, is available by 
direct mail order on 01 71-630 8100 


The Eighties in all 


WHILE SOME were debating the 
extent of our dumbed-down state at 
the Culture Wars conference at toe 
weekend, others of us were getting 
down to the serious study of music 
to the Eighties: the decade on which 
much of tfaeblame seems to rest for 
whatever dumbing down we might 
want to argue has subsequently 
been our fete. like all the raqjor con- 
certs of 20th-century music which I 
have been to so far this year, these 
two opening programmes of com- 
positions from the previous decade 
in the Towards the Millennium pro- 
ject were attended by large and 
enthusiastic audiences. So much far 
dumbing down. 


On Saturday at toe Royal Festi- 
val Hall, Sir Simon Rattle made a 
welcome return to the (Sly of Birm- 
ingham Symphony Orchestra whose 
musical directorship be relinquished 
last summer. The long and frag- 
mentary early stages of Witold 
Lutoslawskfs ThardSynqtiony here 
lacked toe indsiveness and timbrel 
sheen to make their; to me, too con- 
trived utterances more compelling 
Things subsequently improved: toe 
conclusion felt unearned, but that’s 
probably the composer’s fault 
Thru Takenritsu’s guitar concerto. 
To the Edge of Dream - like John 
Adams' Harmonium- was given its 
British premiere back in the Eight- 


Classical 

CBSO AND CHORUS/ 

SIR SIMON RATTLE 
LONDON S1NFON1ETTA AND 
SYNERGY/ 

JAMES WOOD 
ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL 
SOUTH BANK CENTRE 
LONDON 

ies by CBSO forces. John Williams 
and toe orchestra offered a ravish- 
ing account of it as -joined by Chris- 
tine Pen drill on oboe d’amore - he 
did of Vers. L’arc-en-ciel, Palma. 
Harmonium, for chorus and 
orchestra, is early Adams; its 


seriousness 


responses to familiar poems by 
John Donne and Emily Dickinson 
lack the persuasively moulded word- 
setting, allied either to ironic bite or 
to affecting ambiguous harmonies, 
of Ins later scores. The work is 
hard on the choir; toe climaxes 
were powerful, but toe rapt con- 
centration needed for the quieter 
music wasn’t there. 

It didn't help that Rattle had to 
read out the poems, absent from the 
poorly-produced programme book, 
before the performance. Steve 
Reich’s TehdUm - a work wrongly 
charged, in my view, with dumbing 
down - demands sheer stamina 
and utter security in its relentless 


tricky rhythms. On Sunday in toe 
Queen Elizabeth Hall, the London 
Sinfonietta conducted by James 
Wood, was joined by the four found- 
ing female members of Synergy, the 
British vocal group formed as a con- 
sequence of these singers’ partici- 
pation in a brilliant performance of 
T&idhmatthe Barbican three years 
ago. Here, though. Wood and his 
admirable musicians couldn’t score 
the same success; toe relaxed con- 
trol of phrasing over and around the 
pulsing grid eluded them, and 
occasional lapses in ensemble, 
intonation and tempo didn’t help. 

It was good to hear Bhakrt, 
Jonathan Harvey’s highly sophisti- 



Sfmon Rattle: a welcome return Laurie Lewis 


cated integration of live ensemble afl Harvey's ability to conjure his ( 
and tape sounds into an extended own sound-world out of materials as 
composition of sometimes com- simple, in their own way; as Reich ’s, 
pehing beauty. Wood’s performance this performance did seem too long- 
appeared to be a good one, but for Keith potter 
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'The score's almost 
supernatural purity., 
is beautifully mirrored 
in the feel and texture of 
Martha Clarke's staging* 
Infopondvflt 

‘Opera-theatre like this- 
shouldn't be missed* 

Evening Si indaM 


March 12 | 17 | 20 | 25 
27 | 29 | 31 at 8.00pm 
Sung In English 

This production 
contains some nudity 

Tickets irom £5 - £55 
English National Opera 
at the London Coliseum 
St Martin’s Lane WC2 



Nowt so quaint as folk 


POP 

FAIRPORT CONVENTION 

PRINCESS ROYAL THEATRE 
PORT TALBOT 

THIRTY YEARS into their ca- 
reer as the standard-bearers 
of folk-rock, Fairport Conven- 
tion are once again on the road. 
The latest tour is less a oty- 
by-dty jaunt than a town-fay- 
town amble, playing toe kind 
of places - Tewkesbury, Wor- 
thing, Weston-super-Mare - 
that seem to epitomise com- 
fortable middle Englan d 

Tonight, though, we’re in 
Rut Talbot a place that stands 
out as a bit of a sore thumb in 
fee itinerary: a giant gas works 
by the sea where the air reeks 
of chemicals- There’s some- 
thing rather unlikely about 
seeing these genial, village 
cricket team types showing up 
to play here. 

The Fairports line-up con- 
tains just one original member 
guitarist Simon Nicol, plus 
long-time bass player Dave 
Pegg aided and abetted by 
similarly grizzled rock veter- 
ans, violinist Ric Sanders and 
drummer Gerry Conway. The 
relative new boy is singer- 
songwriter and fiddle/man- 
dolin playez; Chris Leslie. It’s 


Nicol and Leslie who share toe 
bulk of the vocal duties: toe set 
consists mostly of Nicol 
singing oldies from the Fair- 
ports’ catalogue, alternating 
with Leslie offering his own 
new material, with a few 
rocked-uppgs thrown in. 

Frankly, it’s an unsatisfying 
mix. Nicol is adequate on toe 
old material but is hardly a 
Sandy Denny in the vocal 
stakes; nor does the likeable, 
Nigel Planer-isb figure of 
Leslie -compare to Richard 
Thompson as a songwriter 
The highlights are inevitably 
the oldies, “Crazy Man 
Michael” and the closing 
“Matty Groves”, the centre- 
piece of fee Fairports’ finest 
album, Liege And Lief (1969). 
Ironically it’s only the tradi- 
tional “Matty Groves” that 
seems to be modern, either in 
conception or execution. 

though the evening is 
hardly a cutting-edge event, it 
is a remarkable affirmation of 
the band's abiding popularity 
and of their role as family 
entertainment for the hippy 
generation. Families sporting 
Fairport T-shirts are out in 
force, and at one point the 
band break into an impromptu 
happy birthday for a young 
member of the audience. The 


banter between toe deadpan 
Dave Pegg and the bearded, 
Richard-Bransanesque Simon 
Nicol is effortlessly matey, and 
there’s a sense of being in the 
company of the sort of pleas- 
ant, fortysomething blokes 
who’d be stalwarts in your 


local pub. But on a rainy night 
in Port Talbot, one can’t help 
wishing for something a bit 
more gripping, and reflecting 
that it’s a long time since the 
group had much to do with the 
evolution of British folk music: 

CHARLOTTE GREIG 
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The Independent on Sunday 


‘Utterly dynamic... 
truly wonderful’ 


BBC Radio j 


‘Altogether magnificent’ 


The Spectator 


‘Simply overwhelming’ 


The Independent 


Peter Grimes 

Benjamin Britten 
New Production sung in English 
Conductor: Carlo Rizzj / Julian Smith 

Producer Peter Stein 

WNO is also performing Hansel & Crete/ and la boherne. 
For further information Freephone 0800 3282357 dicing office taw* 

Birmingham Hippodrome 0121 622 7486 23 A 26 Mtf 

London Sadler's Wells* 0171863 8000 30 Mar® 3 Apr 
Lh'wpooi Empire Theatre 0151709 1555 6 & 9 Apr 
Swansea Grand Theatre 01792 475 715 -13 * 17 Apr 
• &»» |UntadAmM*ri * Htarf h* 

‘*^(0 Welsh National Opera 
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You wait years for one .. . 

— thre e come along at the same time. Why is Shakespeare’s Troilns and Cressida suddenly everywhere? By Paul Taylor 
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Trevor Nunn’s forthcoming National Theatre production deft) and Michael Boyd's RSC current touring version 


S hakespeare’s Troilus and 
Cressida had to wait until 
the early decades of the 
present century to find a 
responsive - or; indeed, any 
kind of audience, and since 
then, it has certainly been 
making up for lost time. 

In tide 1920s, the Marlowe Society at 
Cambridge and th£ Old Vic mounted pro- 
ductions Oat played to houses consisting 
ifb largely of FkstWoridWkr veterans whose 

' experiences at the Front would have sen- 

sitised them to appreciate Shakespeare’s 
latterly cynical demythologising of that 
great ur-conflicfc, the Trojan Waif and its 
pantheon of emblematic heroes. 

From these belated beginnings, the 
play has gone on to provide a century that 
has been unfandfuDy described as the 
worst 100 years in the history of the 
human race with a prime theatrical par- 
allel far ignominious rnte mBtinrm! mnffiHs 
ranging from post-war Berlin and Vietnam 
to Northern Ireland and Bosnia. The last 
decade has seen a positive glut of English 
productions from Sam Mendes’s superbly 
eclectic 1990 RSC production at the Swan 
- which, like Eliot’s The\ "Waste Land, 
seeaied to be dapsihg m a number of time ; 
schemes simultaneously — through Ian 
Judge's strenuously homoerotic mid-' 
Nindiessta^i^Ckncwn as A Thongin' Eu- 
rope by its friends), down to an intelligent 
id production by Alan Strachan last summer 

^ in, of all places, the Open Air Theatre in 


Regent's Park. When a prickly uncom- 
promisingly intellectual pay like Tro&us 
finds a home in that sylvan centre of 
.bourgeois self-satisfaction, you know that 
it has decisively entered the mainstream. 

With the last year of the millennium about 
to offer us two mqjar new sta gings of the 
piece - from !frevor Norm, whose version 
opens nest week in the Ohviez; and Dominic 
Dromgoole, whose production for Oxford 
Stage Company will tour 2,000-seater the- 
atres in the autumn before possibly com- 
ing to the West Ehid - this is an auspicious 
moment to askwbether its provocativeness 
is in danger of getting lost beneath our new- 
fbund familiarity with the play. 

Consider the RSC’s current staging by 
Michael Boyd. It shifts the action to the 
Irish civil war of the 1920s (the Ihgans are 
the Irish in a shelled Catholic ehapel; the 
Greeks are British) but in such a dutiful, 
undriven way that yon sit in front of it 
calmly nit-picking and finding holes in the 
parallels (how can a play which turns so 
much on the idea of single combat survive 
in a world of pistols? etc). Can we really 
have became biasA about this masterpiece? 

Prom their quite different angles, Nunn 
and Dromgoole. would be tempted to 
ansWer in the affirmative, and both have 

Itort^isdmetoing veteran aftoenew^writing 
scene (at the Bush, which he ran, and at 
Peter Hall’s Old Vic), Dromgoole, now in- 
stalled as OSC chief, reveals that for him, 
the eerie modernity of the play lies less in 


its anti-heroic debunking of war (the 
rigged Lottery the shamelessly srff^serring 
casuistry of the great debates etc) than in 
something he describes as “a sort of 
lapsed orsBpped reality within it There’s 
a very contemporary disturbance about 
perception and what is real -just as there 
is in, say, Michael Frayn’s Copenhagen ." 

He points to the great sequence where 
TroDus and Ulysses spy upon Cressida’s 
treacherous tryst with Diomedes and 
Thersites, the scabrous «™p follower; 
slaveringly spies on the spies. What is 
frightening and modern here is the lade of 


the half-conscious light of posterit y’ s pr ess 
releases about them. Wte hear that, in their 
tent, Patrodus is entertaining AchOles with 
a pageant of irreverent impersonations of 
the other Greek luminaries. The self- 
reflexive effect at this - Patrodus’s per- 
formance mirroring, in miniature, aoy 
performance of Troitus and Cressida - is 

of a hand suddenly bursting through a 
classical painting In a gallery and pointing 
directly at the startled onlooker 
And this teasing traffic between the 
play's present tense and the foreknown 
future serves merely to heighten those ex- 


‘ There’s a contemporary disturbance about what is 
real - just as in Michael Frayn’s " Copenhagen 1 




any hierarchy in the clashing perspective 

on what is seen and the wild philosophi- 
cal extremity of Troflus’s wounded re- 
sponse: “This is, and is not, Cresrid.” 

In the earlier scene where the lovers 
make their desperately ironic vows, Cres- 
sida refers to a future “When time is old 
and hafh forgot itself", litoimg its forth- 
coming self to someone gone gaga with age. ■ 
But, if not precisely senile, time in tfie play 
is certainly old way beyond its years. 

There’s a peculiar tart tension in this 
drama between a sense of (as Dromgoole 
puts it) “men making up their own myth 
as they go along" and of heroes acting in 


traordmaiy moments when the play seems 
to have premonitions of 20th-century 
mrterrtiaBsm, as in the pregnantly pinpoint 
focus of Agamemnon's greeting of Hector 
“What’s past and whafs to crane is strewed 
with husks/And formless ruin of 
obKvion/But in this extant moment—” 
Dromgoole is toying with the idea of a 
contemporary setting, the characters 
.transposed to the underclass: “there’s a- 
great Mike Nichols quote that all the pri- 
mal patterns and paradigms come from ei- 
ther the upper class or the underclass. I 
think Troihis is a story you can relate to 
the uxban myths of the underclass.” He dis- 


likes over-specific modern parallels, such 
as Bosnia, because “it seems like appro- . 
printing other people’s tragedy”. So does 
Drewor Nunn, though for broader reasons. 

His production, which will pit black 
Tkigans against white Greeks, is set in the 
Homeric warkL “The problem when you up- 
date," argues this great Shakespearean di- 
rector (the on|y man to have made Macbeth 
work, and work brilliantly, on the modern 
stage) is that, at a stroke, you remove the 
sense that these people are struggling 
with issues for the first time. You’ve got to 
the end before you've even started.” 

He aims to stress the development in 
tiie play from the relatively chrralric and 
uneasifyconsckjusriven to the despairingly 
cynical and nihilis tic, with “a random act 
of war" (a political exchange that involves 
Cressida being returned to her traitor 
father) as the watershed event 

The drama’s tone of voice alters, he' 
contends. “Thersites grows in influence as 
Pandarus [the lovers’ campy go-between] 
wanes.” Nunn is alive to the competing 
levels of reality in TtoiZus, but feels that the 
accent should fall on that aspect of the char- 
acters which remains in ignorance of 
their future and unself-conscious. about 
their dramatic function. “There’s a won- 
derful iroiiy in the scene where Ulysses 
prophesies toe PhD of Thy and Hector says 
T must not believe youL. The end crowns 
all/And that old common arbitrator; 
■fimejwili one day end if. Now we know, 
as they speak, the outcome and the almost 


Catherine Ashmore/Geramt Lewis 


limitless number of tragedies that devel- 
oped from that point The speakers do not 
and there's something absolutely thrilling 
about that And it’s as effective now as it 
was for the play’s first audiences.” 

Between us'and those first audiences, 
though, lie a lot of knowingly jokey but 
much less radical attempts to link the 
mythic and the modern - from, say. the 
btobed, flippant operettas of Offenbach (La 
BeDeHdfene, OrphCcauxEqfers) in which 
French Second Enquire society mocked 
itself in terms of an Asterix-like rlawsiral 
world, through to the helicopters and 
Kissinger-like Julius Caesar in Howard 
Bren ton’s The Romans m Britain. 

TV monitors spewed up contemporary 
televisual images at the start of The 
Vertical Line, John Berger and Simon 
McBumey’s recent site-specific piece in the 
Underground, as a debriefing preface to a 
journey downwards and backwards to the 
paradoxically much fiercer modernity of 
the earliest cave paintings known to man. 
Perhaps it is on|y through a similar bom- 
bardment in the theatre’s foyers (cue Of- 
fenbach and Up Pompeii footage) that a 
contemporary production can do full jus- 
tice to the sense that, even at. the miQen- 
ruum’s end^TYoflus and Cressida is a play 
which in its' pre-emptive,' destabilising 
astringency continues to anticipate us. 

TheNatioricd'sprvdxictionisiriTepatthe 
Olivier (0171-452 3000); the RSC produc- 
tion is an tour (01789205301) toSJun 


On the Fringe 

The Odyssey Warb-iouse, Croydon ■ mss juue union theatre ■ the Wmr of the World the Orange tree 


IT WILL be a long time before 
Croydon is known as the capital of 
the comedy world, but the 
Performance Theatre Co’s 
inven tiv e reworking of The 
Odyssey puts it on the map. 
Homer’s epic has stimulated 
writers from Soph odes and 
Euripides through to Tennyson, 
James Joyce and now director 
Rob Ballard, who has spawned the 
most surreal version, with scenes 
inspired by appropriately enough, 
2001. Red Dwarf and the facile 
glitz of daytime TV 

In short, this production is cot 
about ancient Greek concepts, so 
it’s fine if you don’t know your 
catharsis from your elbow. 
Odysseus, here, is a commander 
on a Kubrick-siyle spaceship, and 
each encounter with a mythical 
monster or a trial from the gods is 
represented by a visit to another 
space-ship or planet 

The production's greatest 


appeal lies in the actors' 
manipulation of the tiny Crqydan 
Warehouse space to give 
ingenious and often comic reality 
to episodes from the epic which 
might seem difficult to stage. The 
skDfaHy executed scene where 
Achilles kills Hector finds the 
combatants parrying and hinging 
at each other with torch beams 

instead of sword blades. Later; 
after Odysseus hurts a large bottle 
of whisky through the stage-roof 
to “the giant Cyclops”, the 
monster’s towering height is 
emphasised when it re-emerges 
as a miniature in his band. 

The Pythonesque script and the 
hyperbolic stage directions cut a 
sharp contrast with the 
Courageous Petticoats production 
of Miss JuHe . Strindberg used the 
late 19th century’s emerging trend 
of stark realism to portray the 
affair between his wilful heroine 
and her father’s supercilious valet 


- and the cavernous simplicity of 
the Union Theatre provides an apt 
backdrop. 

The playwright’s antipathy 
towards the female sex comes out 
in the tragedy’s preface, where he 
denounces his heroine as a half- 
woman - one of a poor species 
who would “fortunately go under”. 
Jean the valet, by contrast, is 
“sexually... an aristocrat by virtue 
of his masculine strength”, whose 
passion for learning and 
sophistication meant he had 
“already risen in the world”. It is 
unfortunate then for Strindberg, 
that Kate Bowes’s performance as 
Miss Julie is so obviously superior 
to that of Darren Hawkes as Jean. 
Her stage-presence engulfs his, 
and sometimes she is forced to act 
against the emotion in 
Strindberg’s script rather than 
against Hawkes ’s performance, 
since he is sadly no aristocrat 
when it comes to conveying the 


passion which malms him risk his 
social pretensions for a 
midsummer night’s fantasy. 

Bowes ultimately succeeds in 
this production because of her 
ability to embody the playwright’s 
conception of sex as an anarchic 
force, which plays an faultlines in 
both characters’ concepts of how 
they are defined by class and 
gender: She swings effortlessly 
through the mercurial mood 
cbppgfts demanded by her 

character; acting with equal 
conviction the vulnerable 
openness and the violent 
defensiveness provoked by 
this cruel and bloody battle 
between the sexes. 

That same battle is also a theme 
for Congreve’s The Way qf the 
World, but in this Restoration 
comedy now at Richmond's Orange 
Tree Theatre the medium is not 
bile and Mood but verbal polish and 
acidic wit Set against the confused 


marriage laws of 1700 - where 
formal commitment was a contract 
rather than the later holy 
sacrament- the play shows the 
bitchiness, bed-hopping, and 
cynical financial bartering involved 
in selecting a spouse. 

The cast as a whole bring 
considerable spirit to Congreve's 
finely honed wit where words are 
weapons in conversational jousts. 
The jarring note in Sam Walters’ 
production is the costuming - 
brightly coloured corsets and 
waistcoats over sterile white tops 
and bottoms. They strip the stage 
atmosphere of the subtlety it 
demands, spoiling an otherwise 
stylish and enjoyable evening. 

Rachel Halliburton 

Warehouse, Croydon (0181-680 
4060) to 4 Apr: Union Theatre, 
London SE1 (0171-261 9876J to 20 
Mar; Orange Tree, Richmond 
10181-940 3633) to 17 Apr 


Robert Hanks on tv 

Why is it that television tells 
you things about a painting 
that photos never can? 
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See our advertisement on 
page 1 3 or call the 
VSO Enquiries Unit 
on 0131 780 7500. 
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Bit of a song and dance 


SHE’S DISCOVERED casually 
stretched out across a grand 
piano, in toe manner beloved 
of Michelle Pfeiffer in The 
Fabulous Baker Boys. This is 
not, you swiftly realise, your 
average evening with a diva. 

HanHy surprising wbenyou 
consider that Juba Migenes’s 
early career indoded pfeping in 
the original Broadway pro- 
duction of Fiddler on the Roof, 
and the fact that she really 
made it big in movies (albeit 
ringing), when she starred as 
a highly convincing Carmen m 
toe successfrdfihn of toe opera. 

Tins comic evening demon- 
strates that this diva is cm the 
verge of a lecture, and instead 
of an overhead projector; we 
have her voice. And her tem- 
perament, which, she proudly 
announces, has had her kicked 
out of many an opera house. 

. Sporting Cleo Laine’s bait; 
Barbra Streisand’s fluttery 


OPERA 

DIVA OH THE VERGE 

PEACOCK THEATRE 
. LONDON 

fingers and Eartha Kitfs kit- 
tenish pout, Migenes is on a 
highly laudable mission. This, 

she tells us, is opera far those 

who would not go and those 
who would not go bar*. Fine 
and dandy but there’s a prob- 
lem- Who else but opera fans 
are going to book to see he*? 
This self-selecting audience 

doesn’t need persuading. 

Undeterred, she sets off 
with brio, comparing toe im- 
mense length of piano strings 
with their human equivalent 
the vocal cords, while iDumi- 
natingty brandishing two tiny 
hands . The focus of her 
show, however; is parody- 
She begins with toe mad 
scene from Lucia di Lant- 



Julia MigencSs 


mermoor, translating as she 
goes, which starts off as fanny 

- Donizetti's libretti are not 
famed for their literary merit 

- but quickly goes flat through 
repetition. Observing toe ab- 
surdity of ageing sopranos at- 
tempting Juliet, she shows the 
horrors of operatic acting 
“broad enough so that deaf 
people could get it". 

Migenes has strong down- 


ing skills - shown off best in 
Violetta’s death scene - but a 
better director could stretch 
her further and ™h» this 
ranch funnier Sadly there’s 
nothing hou that couldn't have 
been done 30 years ago (and 
was, by Anna RussriD. 

The great La Gran Scena di 
New Ybrk company has been 
doing all this with far more flair 
for years. Their comedy ® far 
sharper and scores far more 
points, and the fact that they 
are all men in drag leaves you 
astonished that they can even 
sing the material as written. 
There is no such safety net for 
Migenes, whose wxee- always 
ufiosyncratic- is now well past 
its prime, a fact underlined 
when rise sings two numbers 
“stra^tf*. Sadly she can't have 
itboto ways. 

David Benedict 

Lostper£l4Mar (0171-3149002) 
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Guide to 
Sushi 




From its origins in Japan 
1,000 years ago, Sushi has ~ ” 
become a worldwide phenomenon. 
The Independent on Sunday's 
Guide to Sushi, published on 
March 14, outlines Sushi’s history 
and culture, and explains the 
different varieties. Learn to prepare 
sushi at home with a simple 
step-by-step guide, and unlock the 
mysteries of this delicious, fresh 
and nutritious food with 
the Guide to Sushi 
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Help for the Third World: the first advert In the Price waterbonseCoopers campaign, which got underway yesterday, shows a boy receiving an innoculation 

Change the world: 
become an accountant 

A slick advertising campaign seeks to cast professional services in a new light. By Roger Trapp 


C ynics may smile 
and say there is 
nothing surprising 
about a firm of ac- 
countants and 
management con- 
sultants failin g to 
promote its chosen areas of activity. 
After all, it’s hard to see how 
accounting, in particular can set the 
pulses racing. 

But PricewaterhouseCoopers, 
.vhich this week launched its first 
global advertising campaign, has 
deliberately avoided spelling out 
what it does on the grounds that 
such descriptions do not adequ- 
ately describe the full range of its 
operations. “We re trying to demon- 
strate to the world the breadth, 
size, complexity - and relevance - 
of what we do", says Peter Wyman, 
oead of corporate affairs far the UK. 

Accordingly, the advertisements 
:or what is the world's largest pro- 
fessional services organisation set 
out in the words of UK senior part- 
ner Peter Smith, to “convey the im- 
portant, complex - and exciting - 
orojects that Pricewaterhouse- 
3oopers performs for its clients”. 


The firm will not say how much 
it is spending on the campaign. 
However; it is suggested that the first 
phase, which broke in newspapers 
in 45 countries yesterday, will alone 
cost over $30m (£i9m). The print 
campaign will he augmented from 
next month by TV commercials on 
CNN International and BBC World 
TV while the Internet, airport dis- 
plays and bOIboards will also be used. 

Mr Wyman accepts that some of 
the firm's partners would have pre- 
ferred something more mainstream, 
mentioning the firm’s areas of ex- 
pertise in particular. But he believes 
that “it’s great because it’s different". 

Moreover; he claims it is a sign of 
the new firm’s “maturity" that 
“we've got the courage to move away 
from traditional professional ser- 
vices firm ads". The firm is deliber- 
ately aiming at a younger audience 
- on the grounds that it needs to 
compete with businesses of all sorts 
in order to attract the best recruits. 

The first ad features a boy in a 
developing country being inocul- 
ated as an illustration of how 
PricewaterhouseCoopers helps 
pharmaceutical companies cost- 


effectively to develop and launch 
useful new medicines. 

Others in the series, created by 
the advertising agency Ammirafi 
Puris Lintas, will continue in the 
grainy documentary style and fea- 
ture the firm's work in helping an 
Indian regional power company pri- 
vatise, work on re-engineering a 


* The ads send 
eye-opening messages 
about the fascinating 
nature of what we 
do for our clients' 


global supply chain and help for 
clients in developing new ap- 
proaches to Internet security and 
electronic commerce opportunities. 

Fbr Mr Wyman, a large part of the 
appeal of the campaign is the almost 
limitless supply of case studies that 
can be featured. He also says the 
firm recognises the necessity of the 


campaign running for a significant 
period - because building brand 
awareness in this way takes time. 

The overall theme of this first 
three-month phase of what is In- 
tended to be a campaign lasting at 
least 18 months is recruitment The 
tag-line throughout is “Join us. To- 
gether we can change the world.” 

Accountancy firms of various 
sizes have shown an increasing 
willingness to promote themselves 
on poster sites and in business pub- 
lications. But while such efforts 
tend to focus on the firms’ services, 
PwC’s campaign is more like the 
television advertisements for An- 
dersen Consulting in attempting to 
present an image of providing chal- 
lenging careers. According to Mr 
Smith, the ads “present a picture of 
the intellectual challenges awaiting 
those who join our organisation”. 

This focus continues the preoc- 
cupation with recruiting that Price 
Waterhouse and Coopers & lybrand 
presented as a key reason for last 
year’s merger. Mr Smith says the 
commercials are “designed to ap- 
peal direct to potential recruits, to 
make sure that we get more than our 


fair share at a time when competi- 
tion for the best people is intense ... 
they also send compelling, eye- 
opening messages about the fascin- 
ating nature and far-reaching 
impact of what we do for our dients.” 

But the firm does also have one 
eye on impressing existing and 
would-be dients. “We’re giving the 
global business community a 
glimpse of the size and diversity of 
work we do for clients - projects 
many people ordinarily might not 
associate with Pricewaterhouse- 
Coopers," says Mir Smith. 

Finally it appears that this is a 
propitious time to launch such an 
amhitirqv^ campaign. Insiders 
that the progress made since the 
merger was finalised last summer 
makes this an ideal moment to pro- 1 
mote the new firm. They claim that > 
management issues have largely 
been sorted out and that the much- 
predicted fall-out of staff and 
dients has largely hitherto failed 
to materialise. 

“People really seem to have 
understood what the merger means 
far them. The place is energised by 
the merger;" says Mr Wyman. 


Is there more 

strength in 
numbers? | 

Middle-ranking accountancy firms are y i 
teaming up to survive. By Roger Trapp j 


THIS WEEK’S announcement that 
Pannell Kerr Forster and Robson 
Rhodes intend to merge on l May 
is the latest in a series of moves that 
are producing a fundamental shake- 
up in the so-called second-tier ac- 
countancy firms. 

Pannell Robson, as the new firm 
will be known, will have fees of 
more than £L 20 m and empiqy more 
than 2,100 partners and staff in the 
XJK. According to Martin Goodduld, 
the PKF managing partner who 
will take on the same role in the 
merged firm, the deal is “a signifi- 
cant step in our strategy to develop 
a business advisory firm with a 
strong national presence and far- 
reaching international connections.” 

Both firms mate the usual com- 
ments about shared visions and 
dear business strategies. But it 
can be argued that this is a deal cre- 
ated by incr easing pressure. The 
part of the accounting market just 
below what is now the Big Five has 
long been seen as highly competi- 
tive. On the one hand, few large cor- 
porates now use such firms for 
their audit work and, on the other; 
all sorts of firms are presenting 
themselves as specialists at serving 
the obvious alternative - growing 
businesses. Moreover; such firms 
are vulnerable to the activities of 
specialist niche players. 

Both PKF and Robson Rhodes 
must have felt tins pressure espe- 
cially keenly since, in the past two 
years - a period of growth for many 
professional firms - their revenues 
had been almost flat, at about £75m 
and £4Sm respectively. However; 
Mr Goodduld insisted that both 
firms were moving from a position 
of strength. PKE he said, had sought 
to improve profitability rather than 
increase vohune. In the interests of 
r aising partners’ earnings it had 
pulled out of certain operations. 

This is seen as important because 
partners in second-tier firms have 
tended to be vulnerable to ap- 
proaches from the biggest prac- 
tices if their earnings levels drop. 
With the Big Five firms prospering 
of late, they have been especially 
keen to hire extra staff -and to pay 
them highly competitive salaries. 

Ranting out that the move will not 
shift Pannell above its eighth slot, Mr 
Goodchild added that the merger 
was not an attempt to get bigger just 
for size's sake. However; he stressed 
that the deal “dearty distances us" 
from the group of firms below - giv- 
ing it the scale and resources to de- 
velop services to meet the needs of 
UK and international clients. 

Mergers are a constant topic of 
conversation whenever accounting 
folk meet. Indeed, a report from the 
Institute of Chartered Accountants 
in England and Wales predicted 
that, by early nest century; there 
would be a Big Fbur at the top of the 
profession followed by three middle- 
tier firms. With any further consol- 
idation at the top thought to be ruled 
out for the moment by regulatory 
concerns, attention has shifted to the 
next level -especially because of the 
perceived competition in the sector: 

Though there had been moves 
last year; the pace realty started to 


hot up in January; when BDO J. 
Hayward and Moores Rowland an- ; 
nounced they were jdmngup to ; 

ate the UK's sixth largest . % 
There is, however, a little c otttWr..;- --. 
versy around this daira. since maw L! 
ofStoy’s rivals argue that it is a coK 
lection of firms rather than a stogie 
organisation. 

Both Adrian Martin, managing' 
partner of Stoy’s, and Clive Wades,: 
his opposite number at Moores . 
had - like their opposite numbers**, 
PKF and Robson Rhodes - bee n afr - 
pains to play down the size cfahp, far-, 
stead they justified the link-up to cre- 
ate a firm with annual revenues of .- 
about £l5Qm as enabling them to 
offer a better service to their grow- 
ing number business clients. 

David McDonnell, managing 
partner of Grant Thornton, the en- " 
larged Stoy’s closest rival, with fees 
of about £U5m, says he will not be 
drawn into making a deal just to 
move up the pecking order: But even . 
before the deal to create PanneU 
Robson was announced he saw 
signs ofa merger trend continuing; 

At the end of last month, form- . 
stance, Smith & Williamson, the 


There are rich prizes 
for firms that can ; 
convince clients they 
are well connected 
around the world 


twelfth largest firm and a specialist 
in advising small companies and pri- 
vate dients. linked up with a small 
north London practice called Here- 
ward Philips with the aim of ex- 
panding its network of offices. 

As Mr McDonnell points out, 
there is also the European dimen- 
sion developing Last month Robson 
Rhodes announced a Brussels- 
based joint venture with firms from 
France, Spain and Germany. The 
practices - like Stoy’s and Smith & 
Williamson -are already members 
of global organisations and have 
taken a stand to meet the needs 
raised by the introduction of the 
euro. And it will not all be good news. 
At this stage, it cannot even be 
certain that the Pannell Robson 
union will be consummated as 
planned on I May. 

Moores Rowland, for example, 
had been in aborted talks with Kid- 
sons Impey before announcing the 
Stay's link-up. Equally, there will be 
others that are essentially defensive 
in nature -largety designed to prop 
up finances that have failed to re- 
cover from the recession of the 
early 1990s. But with many raecfium- 
sized companies likely to fed that 
the largest firms are no longer 
meeting their needs, and the en- 
trepreneurial-type business in- 
creasingly buoyant, there are rich 
prizes for firms that can convince 
dients they are both properly fo- 
cused on their interests and suffi- 
ciently well connected around the 
world to help them expand. 



KINGSTON 

BUSINESS SCHOOI 


are you busy ? ambitious ? 

... need a business qualification ? 

Diploma in 
Management Studies 

quality ‘Excellent HEFCE rating for teaching 

Comprehensive set of learning materials for 
study at home and work 

support Over 90 full-time academic staff 

Management Library and IT Resource Centres 

flexibility Open Learning (with 5 weekends attendance) 

For information and dates of our Open Evenings 
call 0181 547 7248 or 7225. 

Email : dms@king.ac.uk 

a programme to fit your lifestyle 
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No chance of a Flaming Ferrari 
where my folks come from 


EVEN TRADERS have 
families, though if they live 
anywhere but London, 
there’s rarely time to visit 
them. My mother thinks 
London is a frightful place, 
even fora visit, with a 
population that consists 
entirely of muggers and 
people in a hurry. “And 
everyone’s so rude," she 
says, wide-eyed as if 30 
Women's Institute members 
waiting right in front of the 
ticket barriers at 
Tottenham Court Road 
Underground station while 
one of their number buys 
peppermints doesn’t count 
as provocation 
Consequently, she and 
my father have chosen to 
buiy themselves in a tiny 
village about a hundred 
miles from the capital 
where the quality of life is 
apparently far superior to 
city existence. “Just smell 
that air;" my father says 
every time he drags me out 
for a walk along the local 


lanes (obviously we can’t 
walk across the fields, 
because the footpaths are 
planted over). “You don’t 
get air like that in London" 
No, I thin k; we don't have all 
those pesticides and 
herbicides in ours. 

The other aspect of rural 
life that I find bard to 
appreciate is the fact that 
you have to drive 
everywhere, even to buy a 
pint of mBk or a loaf of 
bread Not surprisingly, my 
parents spend many of their 
waking hours to edge-of- 
town supermarkets. In fact, 

I think they may regard a 
visit there as a bit of a treat 
I can’t think of any other 
explanation for the fact that 
they always drag me off to 
one the minute I arrive at 
their place. "Don't take your 
coat off darting," my 
mother says breezfly as I 
stagger in after battling the 
motorway traffic. “We can 
have coffee there. It’s 
rather good, you know.” 





The Trader 


Mind you, one look at the 
local town centre and you 
understand why the 
supermarket counts as an 
entertaining landmar k ifs 
the sort of place that was 
innocently minding its own 
business for years until it 
had a terrible attack of the 
town planners in the Fifties, 
from which it has never 
quite recovered 
The local tourist office - 
an act of faith if ever I saw 


one - has optimistically 
created a leaflet on 
historical walking tours, 
with lines such as “turn left 
at the multi-storey car-park. 
The house that used to 
stand on this spot..." 

There’s one each of all 
the usual high-street shops, 
as well as a few dingy 
jewellers, a florist that sells 
only carnations and 
naturally- half-a-dozen 
dreary tea shops that dose 
at 4pm. There’s nowhere 
else to eat unless you want 
burgers or take-away 
Chinese (with chips). Ybu 
have to head out to some 
village or other for a proper, 
grown-up meal with 
condescending waiters and 

cream with everything. Not 

that we ever do; as my 
mother says, it seems rude 
to disturb the hush in these 
places by actually eating in 
one of them. 

So for this weekend, it'll 
be meals at home in front of 
the telly, and all the better 


for it After aD, I'm hereto 
relax, although ifs also a 
pre-emptive strike in easel 
forget Mother’s Day.. As far 
as my parents are 
concerned ifs their chance 
to make sure Tm not up to - 
anything potentially 
embarrassing at work. 

“Look at all this business 
with the Flaming Fterraris,” 
my father says. “More like 
the flambOd Farraris now,” X 
reply, “Well and truly 
burnt" 

Hook across at my 
mother “Isn’t this when you 
usually say 'It’s the parents 
X feel sorry for'?" I ask, but 
she just blushes and 
mumbles, “Oh, well... not . 
always". 

I smile, and tell them 
that they have nothing to 
worry about After all, 
thanks to the way they’ve 
raised me - to be good and - . 
kind and honest - Fra 
probably never going to - 
earn that sort of money m 
the first place. 
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BANKING, FINANCE, ACCOUNTANCY 


Nottingham jfl * 

- our style is legendary 

We are lookiog for a professionai who win take o||||w 
challenges and play a key role within oar FinajSlpFlanning 
team. You wfll have considerable eKperien^^^talistical 
analysis, a strong interest in how local goverd|||g^ financed 
by Central Govenunoit and be prepared to research 

into related issnes. 

Yon wfll also be self motivated, aide to great 

pressure without detailed supervision ^^^Bttrepraiearial 
^h! innovative in your thinking with ag|||||pp determination 

% deliver results. - JSIwF 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


m the 


Jf you possess the above qualities, . 
poa wiD be a member of a relating 
fhigbly motivated team winch is Dg| 
f corporate finance for the CUy (S 
wide rangh^ and of a WeUy^H 
relation to the metfinm/hxog^^ 

fe ty Council’s financial qffiSpon. 
losing date: Noon l^Ech 1999 


Bcarion forms, funfaer mfonnation and details for the above posts are available 
i the F to o nnril Manager. Chief Eaecndves Depa i t i ncnl, The Guildhall, 
mgbam. NGI 4BT or TEL: Notnn (OHS 91S4624. Minicom service d uring 
e hoars only. ANSWERPHONE AFTER OFFICE HOURS, 
ise qnote Ret CT/3924 


jfwith skills in both 
interested in being 
g local government 


IK tins Is the job for yon. 
^MbS, dedicated and 
Hpa key role in the area of 
p? Our responsibilities are 
p nature primarily in 

Fmawri aH p lanning for H>a 

monitoring national 
s which wiD impact on the 


^jy 


NOTTINGHAM 


OFLOT 


OFFICE JOF THE 

NATIONAL 


OFLOT is the regulatory body established to ensure that the National Lottery b operated to 
the highest standards of Integrity and professionafism and that it generates substantial T 
funds for good causes. Since its launch in 1994, the Lottery has become established as a 
national institution. It is played regularly by over 70% of adults and has raised over 6 bflCon X 

for good causes. Wb ana now seeking to recruit 4 people to join a successful organisation 
as tt enters a new stage in its 8fe. from Apri » tf» National Lottery Commission. H 

Head of Compliance £30.000-£40,000 

As Heed of Compliance, you win be the person with the main day to day responsibility •««■ 
for making sure that the operator abides by its licence. This wffi mean providing the 
assurance that 30 mil Son Lottery ptayera each week need and that the games are 
meticukxjsfy and fairty run. it will be your task to ensure that the Good Causes are being paid 
all the money they are due - £1.6 bOflon last yeac Ybu wfll be involved dosely with new lottery 
developments but your professionalism will ensure you stay independent of the Bcensees. 

You win almost certainly have run assurance work in the public or commercial sector that has a 
rigorous basis in work ‘programmes. You wil have at least three years’ experience in internal 
audit and efther-an accountancy qualification orMIIA. Famfliarity and working knowledge of IT 
Systems and IT audit will be an advantage/ You will be able fo prioritise, deal with people at all 
levels and rise your influencing SMBs to.Achfeto-objecthteS; In add9tk»46your professionalarel - 
- operational rdtei, you will have theopporiunity as part of the senior management team to 
contribute to the wider development of policy for the National Lottery. 

Compliance Officers £17,140-£24,058 and £12,505-£19233 + skills allowances 

As a Compliance Officer you will be one of a small team conducting reviews of the reflabfllty 
and adequacy of Lottery systems at operator and retasler levels, some of which wHi require you 
to be able to work unsupervised. You wffl assist in monitoring compliance with legislation, 
regulations, licences, game rules and Codes of Practice. You shotid be of graduate caJfcre. One 
of the posts wEB particularly suit part-quaBfied Internal auditors or accountants with computer 
literacy. Applicants for the other post should be wflfing to undertake appropriate professional 
training, for which faefliries wiB be provided. 

Computer Auditor £1 7,I40-£24, 058 + skills allowance 

Our Head of Computer Auc&t needs an assistant to help with work on National Lottery systems. 
Your particular role In this new post wfll be working with Compliance Officers to identify ways in 
which computer assisted auefit techniques can support work programmes designed to check 
CameJofs operations. You will create programs using the ACL audit language and help others 
to use than. Ybu will also help identify risk and suggest measures to manage rt and Join In 
audtts of computer systems. 

You will already be familiar with computer auefit, though we can discuss ways In which we may 
be able to help your professional development Ybu wfll probably have used ACL on a day-to- 
day basis, or maybe IDEA. It will be useful to have had experience of CRAMM as weU. Y ou w ffl 
have the professionalism to build a good working relationship with the lottery operator's staff 
whilst maintaining your independence from them. 

All the posts are based In our offices within Camelat’s premises at Watford, though there Is 
frequent need to visit our Westminster headquarters. Both the Head of Compliance and 
Compliance Officers fo particular, need to visit National Lottery sites across the country and 
must have a dean driving Boence. The posts are offered as three-year fixed appointments with 
the possibility of converting to a permanent position at a later date. Starting salaries will depend 
on the qualifications and experience of candidates and benefits indude a Civil Service pension, 
an interest free season ticket loan and possible assistance with vocational studies. 

Fbr farther ud u application form please write to Blbi Rodgers, OFLOT, 2 Monck Street, 

London SW1P 2BQ or telephone 0171 227 2019 or fin 0171 227 2015. 
doting date for applications is 19 March 1999. 


International Merchant Bank 

REQUIRES A 

Corporate Finance Manager 

The successful candidate will be responsible for 
managing and a brood range of transactions, 

co ntribu t i ng to the identification and winning of 
mandate* fmm new and e main g cheats and 
developing innovative solutions to service 
oar clients needs. 

- The su c ce s sful candidate will be ertn rated u> degree 
level and have a minimum of two years experience. 
CVs to PO Bos 21015B, Islington, London N12XQ 


A UNIQUE 

Opportunity 

To participate in 
expansion of major 
offshore brokerage. 

Training for 
entrepreneurs with i 
sales experience 
and the drive and 
energy to achieve 

0TF 7W+ Tax Free. 

For Details Ring: 

01689 823789 


Robert Half International, in conjunction with 
The Independent are pleased to invite you to tins 
free Business Breakfast The first of the 1999 series of 
Breakfasts is entitled ‘Leadership in the 21st Century* 
and examines what business must do to keep the 
competitive edge as we enter the next mfflermium. 

The presentation wfll look at how companies can 
continue to set the standards which others follow whfle 
meeting toe challenges of a new centixy of technological 
advancements and changing work patterns. 

It will focus on tire contribution that individuals make 
within a leadership team and wiH highlight the specific 
role of the 'leader* as both role model and coach. 

Paul Ungurian is the presenter and is a Programme 
Director with Time Manager International (TMI) - one of 
the largest and most respected international 
training consultancies, represented in 35 countries 
around the world. The company is a pioneer and global 
market leader In the fields of personal productivity and 
service management and has won a number of national 
and international awards for innovative contributions to 
management thinking and practice. 

Paul has been associated with TMI since 1989 and has 
devised and written a number of training programmes m 
the UK and abroad amed at teaching the techniques of 


selling through effective presentation. He has a 
background in sales, marketing and training and 
specialises in project management. 

Paul's expertise is in helping companies and teams 
excel and perform at their best. He is renowned for hts 
problem solving ability, enthusiasm to fire people up with 
ideas and his determination to achieve objectives. 

Subjects covered will include:- 

• Business imperative for leadership 

• Being part of a leadership team 

• The leader as a rate model 

• The leader as a coach 
How to book your place: 

Places at these breakfasts are strictly timfted. To book 
your place, please call the appropriate Robert Half 
contact as follows: 

Leeds - Alison Copsey - Tel: 01 13 242 8978. 

Bristol - Susie HauxweB - Teh 0117 993 5400. 
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Responsibilities will Include managing US Institutional 
Accounts, maintaining and developing relationships 
with assigned dlent organisations through trading 
and execution services. The successful candidate 
will possess a Masters Degree level education 
coupled with solid Investment Banking e?<perience- 
The salary offered is commensurate with experience. 

Islington, 

international bank requires 
programmer analysts 


HIEF PROBATION OFFICER 

Salary within the range of £52,995 - £57,957 

plus performance nebotd pqi 

The Essex Probation Committee invites applications for 
this key post which will become vacant In May 1999 
foUawing the appointment of the present Chief Probation 
Officer as Director of die Central Probation Council 

The Essex Probation Committee has a revenue budget 
of over £9 S million and employs 350 staff serving an 
urban and rural population of I A mil Bon within a 
wide geographical area. It is responsible for a range of 
services, in particular the supervision of offenders, and 
serves seven Magistrates’ Courts, three Crown Court 
Centres and two penal establishments. 

Under the direction of the current Chief Probation Officer, 
Essex Probation Service has gained a high reputation 
for die quality of its service and performance. The 
Service Is a leader of Innovative work with offenders 
and management systems, and is looking for a successor 
who can continue this work wkh a *best value’ approach 
and provide vision and leadership through continuing 
Change- 

Applicants may be from a wide range of backgrounds and 
must be able to demonstrate outstanding leadership and 
management qualities at a senior level and have substantial 
experience of policy development and proven ability to 
implement it against a background of change. The Essex 
Probation Committee will be looking to appoint a 
Chief Prob ati on Officer capable of caking die Service 
successfully through the structural changes for the 
Probation Service that will follow the Home Office 
Prison/Probation Review. 

For an in fo rmal discussion please contact Martin Wfargent, 
CFO on 0 1376 501 626 ext 244. 

For an application pack and further details please 
contact the Personnel Unit at Cullen Mill, 49 Braintree 
RoadWItham, Essex CMS 2D D. telephone 01376 501626 
ext 270. 

dosing date for applications: 1st April 1999. 

It is likely that interviews will take place between 
7th and 9th June 1999. 


VoluriiJ&ry Opporvuiii^i.o.s Overseas 

^otLr* w^ill 
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Are you a qualified fir. arcs, accounting or business professional 
ready for the greatest challenge of your career? 

VS0 is an inoeperdent charity working for positive chanqe 
in Eastern Europe and the developing countries of the world. 
Instead of food c-r money, we send people to live, work and snare 
their skills at grass roots level. 

On a VSO placement, you ecu id be helping a small business 
to find new markers. Or providing training on accounting systems. 
Or working with craftspeople who want to set up a co-operative 
workshop. Whatever the project, it's a chance to see a very 
different cuTure mom the inside... and make a lasting difference 
to the lives of those around you. You'll be- working 
with limited resources and overcoming aii kinds of barriers. 

But whatever you give, you'll get back, with interest, ready 
tc return to the UK fud of new ideas. 

We are interested in hearing from graduate professionals 
with 2-5 years' experience. Specific training expertise and IT skills 
would be especially useful. Placements last for one or two years, 
and our support package includes pre-departure training, return 
fiight, accommodation and a comfortable living allowance. 

If you fit our profile and would like to find out more, please contact, 
quoting ref: I/G27: Enquiries Unit, VSO. 317 Putney Bridge Read, 
London SW1 5 2PM. Tel: 01 SI 7S0 7300 (24 hours). 

E-mai;: enqui-y w vso.org.uk Website: http://wvnv.vso.org.uk 

If you would like to talk to a returned volunteer 
about their experiences, please call 0845 603 0027 (local rates), 
■weekdays between 6pm and 9pm. 


vs# 


Registered Char it/ no 313757. 
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Tb advertise in this section 
please call the Appointments 
team now on 0171 293 2547. 


Fund Admbdstrotion arm 
requires an 

ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATION 
MANAGER 

for rheir Pricing aixl Valuations Department 
RespooabiUdes indudes ensuring amicue production of 
daily prices and valuations, conaol of daily processes and 


The successful candidate sbonld ideally be 3 qualified 
accouwanr with at least two years experience working 
within a pricing and valuations environment. 
Salary die. 530 - S?5K- Based in Essex. 

CV*s to PO Box 21015, Islington, London NX ZXQ. 
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visfimsupport 

Cheshire and North East Wales 
Society for the Blind 

CHIEF OFFICER 

Salary: £24,594 • £26,535 put. POIH - 37 hours 

The Governors of ihe Society are seeking a Chief Officer with the enthusiasm 
and commitment to take the organisation forward and establish it as the 
leading agency working with and for visually Impaired people throughout 
our area of activity. The successful candidate will be able to demonstrate the 
ability to develop and Implement strategic plans; have experience of 
successful income generation and financial management; be committed to 
waking in partnership with visually impaired people and relevant agencies. 
Strong leadoship and excellent communication skills are essentiaL 
For an Information pack and application form, please cootactis 
Vision Sopport, 67 Liverpool Road, Chester, Q*2 1AP 
Or telephones- 01244 382222 

Pf ^ also m>aaable in large print, tape, Brt^t>r computer disc. 
dosing date for appUewioa* - 29 March 1999 

iwi» gfeedate ~ 14 April J.999 

■Wfe actively encourage applications &om visuaDy impaired people. 

tTfe are a company limited by guarantee and a registered charity. 


Bristol 

Leeds 

Thursday 1st April 1999, 

Wednesday 31st March 1999, 

8.00 - 9.30am 

7.45 - 9.30am 

Marriott Hotel, 

Leeds United FC Conferencing 

2 Lower Castle Street, 

& Banqueting Centre, 

Old Market, Bristol 

□land Road, Leeds 


Meet VSO arid many other UK agencies at ihe Volunteering World 
exn : b::lon in Manchester (Town Hall) on 20th Marcn. FREE ENTRY. 


SYSTEMS ACCOUNTANT 

Central London c£30,000 package 

A fully qualified graduate accountant with at least three years 
experience is sought by the head office of a London based 
group of companies. 

Reporting to the Croup Financial Controller, solid fT 
experience will be essential as you will be required to 
implement improved financial systems across the Croup. You 
will also be fully responsible for ensuring the smooth day to 
day running or head office accounting matters as well as 
preparing annual accounts to statutory level. 

Please reply with current CV fo: 

Box No. 13032, 

The Independent Newspaper, 

1 7th Floor, One Canada Square, Canary Wharf, 
London E14 5DL 


f 'Tl ■ 7r '~' 
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The age of the ageing Fond fareweu 

w ttv FRIDAY. I bad contrived, - 


I 've worked for Sally for 10 
years and my relationship 
with her is that of a friend 
as well as a colleague. Ini- 
tially, I was rather appre- 
hensive at the prospect of 
working for a woman. I felt 
that men seem to be more under- 
standing of women employees and 
since I am quite strong willed 1 felt 
that I could dash with a female boss. 
But Sally and I clicked; my col- 
leagues even comment on how un- 
usual it is to see such a bond. A few 
months after {joined she was help- 
ing me move my son into his halls 
of residence. 

Since the With Respect For Old 
Age report by the Royal (fommissfon. 
was published, there have been 
constant requests for interviews 
with Sally. We've also had many 
members of the public rin g in g in, 
particularly in response to the re- 
port’s suggestion that the older peo- 
ple shouldn’t have to sell their 
houses in order to pay for nursing 
care - which upsets people terribly 
The system is unfair whereas can- 
cer and coronaries qualify for free 
health care, people with 
Alzheimer’s, which is associated 
with ageing, are still means tested. 
It makes me angry to see that peo- 
ple who have done a lot for their 
country are now being neglected. 

One of the aims of Age Concern 
is to campaign for improvement in 
the quality of life for the elderiy This 
is a busy year for us: not only do we 
run the secretariat for the UN Year 
of Older People but we are also co- 
ordinating the Millennium Debate of 
the Age, an ongoing forum in which 
people discuss how they see them- 
selves, their work and their lifestyles 
in 50 years’ time. It’s a good way of 
making people aware of the ageing 
issue. To me, the most important 
thing to realise is that we are aO age- 
ing from the day we are bom. Al- 
though 1 used to visit old people 
when at school and college, I had- 
n’t had any direct experience of 
looking after an elderly relative. 

People win more willingly support 
children than the elderly, on the 
grounds that old people have already 
had a good innings but, having 
worked here, 1 feel that age is im- 
material Wb are afl living longer and 
are going to have to get used to liv- 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


I WORK FOR... 

Maggie Holmes is pa to lady sally greengross, Director general of age Concern England 



Maggie Holmes (foreground): T am devoted to Sally but it's a give-and-take relationship’ 


ing in a much older society. The old 
are an untapped resource in terms 
of life and experience - they can be 
mentors for younger people, for ex- 
ample. Of course, some older peo- 
ple might resent being grouped 
together. My mum, for example, 
who is in her seventies, lives on her 
own but, after experiencing an OAPs 
chib, said she wouldn't go back be- 
cause the other people were too old. 

I would like people to take more 
notice of the elderly; particularly 
since they will be in the same situ- 
ation one day. I think attitudes will 
have to change. When a relative gets 
old and infir m people tend not to 
want to know. I hope this will change. 


We have a number of celebrities, in- 
cluding Stephanie Cole and Richard 
Wilson, who believe in what we do 
and are prepared to help out Both 
my son and my mother have done 
odd bits of work for Age Concern: my 
mother volunteers in a nearby shop 
and my son has chosen a job which 
involves care of the elderiy. 

I'm aware that I must look toward 
my own future and make sure that 
I have got my retirement sorted. I’ve 
also learnt that healthy ageing is 
very important and that one needs 
to keep active. Mind you, looking 
after Sahy takes care of that aspect 

Sally is a great role model. Peo- 
ple look up to her foe at 63, she’s be- 


yond the official retirement age yet 
busier than ever before and so fen 
- and enth usiast ic. She saysthatlrun 
her life and that she can't cope 
when I am away, even if it’s just for 
two hours. She’s so busy that I 
sometimes threaten to send a card- 
board cut-out of her to some of her 
appointments. I sometimes get calls 
from organisations where she’s due 
to speak wailing “the event is be- 
ginning in five minutes and she’s not 
here” but she always makes it in the 
nick of time. She rarely writes her 
speeches, preferring to ad-lib. Her 
husband, who is equally busy relies 
on me to teO him where Sally is. I 
meet his secretary, Kathy, once a 


Martin ChUvers 

month for lunch and we tease them 
that we’re off to talk about them. 

I am devoted to Sally but it’s a 
give-and-take relationship. Fbr ex- 
ample, when my son was playing in 

a higfhn thpn mah4i and had l eft his 
boots behind at my house, she couri- 
ered file shoes round to him. She’s 
been with Age Concern for over 20 
years and obviously has designs on 
retiring one day because she’s al- 
ready said that she would like me to 
remain working with her. Of course 
I gripe and groan when a day is going 
badly, but since I've been here so 
long I can't really be fed up, can I? 

Interview by 
Katie Sampson 


BY FRIDAY, I bad contrived, 
by dint of blackmail and 
charm, to increase the 
Melanie Martineau leaving 
present fund from £19.78 to 
£23 45. So off I set to the 
shops, to find that, this being 
one of those hubris-ridden 
Docklands developments 
where no practical shops are 
allowed in to lower the tone, 
there were pitifully few 
options available after I’d 
Spent £4.99 on a giant card 
covered in weeping teddies. 

The florist sold black-edged 
roses, ornamental cabbages, 
and that blue convolvulus that 
Fm sure my mum used to pull 
up as a weed, for £3 a stem. I 
stood there thinking “How 
would you feel if you got a 
bunch of thistles and 
artichokes in return for 10 
years’ service?" and before l 
could stop myself I was 
digging in my pocket for 
another £10 to jazz them up. 
And to t h ink people consider 
temps are stupid. 

But this was awfuL I 
couldn’t go back with just a 
bunch of flowers from 100 
people. The next thing I knew, 
I was in the hand-made 
chocolate shop buying £10 
worth of Belgian soft-centres. 

Melani e Martineau had 
hired Claret's, the local wine 
ban winch tries to hide the 
feet that it’s in a tower block 
basement by scattering 
sawdust on the floor. 

As I snuck off to the Tube, 
Big Cheese Clive grabbed me. 
“You’ve done all the work," he 
said, “You have to come to the 
party. No - 1 insist” 

So we go into this bar and 
it’s almost empty. In a space 
intended to hold a good 100 
Docklands yuppies, a knot of 
hag-ridden colleagues 
surrounds Melanie 
Martineau. Her little heart- 
shaped face is pinched into a 
pucker of rage. 

“Good of you to turn up,” 
she snaps. “Where’s everyone 
else? If they can’t be arsed to 
turn up on time, they can sod 
off. And who the hell are you?” 

"This,” says Clive, “Is the 




the Temp ft 


gtri who’s been filling in for 
you. 1 thought she deserved a 
drink.” 

“Oh, great" yelps Melanie, ■ 
"So you’ve brought the temp 
down to Wag off my float" I 
apologise, make to flee, but 
Clive clamps a hand round ray 
wrist and forces a glass of 
white wine on me. 

I stand miserably eating 
Tsriglets, as Melanie makes 
the rounds. 1 con hear her as 
Clive attempts desultorily to . 
ask me if I like temping: “The 
trouble with you is that you 
carn't take criticism ... 
Remember when you screwed 
up that huge order?... Won’t 
miss him in the slightest he’s 
a bastard anyway - Seen the 
state of her hair? She looks ‘ 
like my granny." 

At 7.30 prompt, after three 
people have slipped off to 
cries of “Bye, then. See you", 
Clive checks his watch, taps 
his glass with his keys. 
Melanie laughs ironically as 
he says that no one will forget 
her and how invaluable she’s 
been, and finally, signalling to 
me, gets the flower-and-choc 
treat into her grasp. 

She sways slightly, then 
starts to laugh. “Is this it?” _ 
Everyone goes pink, looks 
away. “Some dead flowers and 
a box of Milk TYay? Who 
bought these?" 

Clive points at me. . 

“Well" says Melanie, 
“They’re crap." 

She stalks from the bar and 
disappears into the night, 
dropping the bouquet into a 
titter basket on the dockside. 

“Phew,” says Clive, as 
everyone relaxes and pours 
themselves another drink. “I 
thought that went off quite 
well, considering." 


APPOINTMENTS: SECRETARIAL, FINANCIAL 


£27,003 - £31,527 
inclusive 
2 Posts 


These posts currently 
a t tract a further 7.S % 
increase in basic salary 
following 3 years post 
qualification experience 


Southwark Council is one of London's largest and 
most diverse service providers. Following 
financial devolution, the Councils six departments 
(Strategic Services. Southwark Direct and Internal 
Services. Education and Leisure. Housing, 
Regeneration and Environment and Social 
Services) are now structured into Business Units 
each with responsibility for operational and 
financial matters. 

The Compliance Unit forms part of the core 
Financial Management Services Division and is 
responsible for reporting on the operation of a 
devolved management structure throughout the 
Council- However, this job is far mare than 
checking compliance with corporate standards. 
You wifi be evaluating and reporting on key 
corporate functions such as internal trading, 
contract letting and the operation of devolved 
audit as well as undertaking a wide range of Value 
fbr Money studies. 

This Is an excellent opportunity to refine your 
skills and build your professional knowledge on 
high profile challenging projects. With us you can 
expact a great deal of personal responsibility as 
well as a role in the general running and 
development of the Financial Management 
Services Division, its methods and systems. 

You will be a qualified or part qualified Accountant 
or Accounting Technician with: 


• A thorough grasp of financial functions and 
issues found in large complex organisations. 

• Confident communication skills with a 
questioning approach and ability to build 
relationships with senior internal clients. 

• A sound knowledge of local government 
finance, ideally based on experience. 

• A flexible team approach combined with 
initiative, flair, energy and ideas. 

• A proven ability to plan and manage projects. 

• A high level of IT and analytical skills. 

Career prospects and training will be excellent for 
the right person, as will be the rewards together 
with generous benefits. 

For an application form and a job pack please 
phone 0171 525 4322 quoting re f ere nce number 
FMS/4525 or write to FMS Recruitment, Fourth 
Floo r. Town Hall, Peck ham Road, London 
SH SUB. Sorry no personal cafiers. 

Closing date for this post 2nd April 1099. 
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MANAGER 

STRATEGIC INVESTMENTS & TRADE 

London based Investment Company requires a Manager who will be 
responsible for monitoring current investments in South Asia, 
South-East Asia, Eastern Europe and the CIK, sourcing and 
analysing further strategic investment opportunities and profitable 
dis-investments. 

The successful candidate will be a Chartered Accountant, educated 
to degree level with at least 8 years relevant experience, inducting 
strategic planning, procurement, logistics and tum-around 
management in developing countries. Knowledge of at least two 
South Asian languages, Indonesian Bahassa and one East 
European language, together with exposure to the cultures of these 
regions, are essential, as is the postholder’s willingness to spend 
considerable periods in any of the above regions. 

In return we are offering a salary around £35K depending on 
qualifications and experience offered, and the usual corporate 
benefits. Interested and are able to meet all of the above 
requirements? 

Then please address your up-to-date cv. with a hand-written 
covering letter, in the first instance, to PO Box 13031 Independent 
Newspaper, One Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 5DL 
All replies will be treated in confidence. 


Team Secretary - Ealing 

Morgan Howard International are a leading 
firm of specialised European Technology 
Executive Search Consultants. We are currently 
looking for a Team Secretary (20-30 yrs) to 
start asap, with good working knowledge of 
MS Word. Excel and 40wpm+ to join our 
young and dynamic team environment 
Smart appearance essentia] as are excellent 
communication skills. 

To arrange an interview please call 

Claire Hepfce on 0181 799 2500 or 
Fax CV on 0181 799 2504. 


LIAISON OFFICER 

London Metal Exchange 

Vfe are a major player in the world of metal trading, based in the 
Square Mile, and we are looking for a Liaison Officer, capable of 
helping us develop our Chinese market following the Asian 
Financial crisis. 

As a member of our key Trading Desk team, you will be expected to 
manage our client's design and manufacturing projects, research 
and develop investment opportunities and analyse market 
developments on a daily basis, providing a written report as 
necessary. 

As a qualified Futures and Options trader; the ideal candidate will 
already have at least one year's post MBA relevant experience and 
excellent Mandarin Chinese and English oral and written language 
skills. If you are ready for a permanent position with all the usual 
corporate benefits, can show us that you meet ali of the above 
requirements and are prepared to spend time in China with our 
customers, then please address your up-to-date c.v. in English, with 
a hand-written covering letter to PO Bax 13033 Independent 
Newspaper, One Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 5DL. 

All replies treated in confidence. 


Charles, Kirit & Co. 
Solicitors 

Specialist Criminal Litigation firm 
require 

2 full-time legal secretaries 

Previous experience preferred but not 
essential. 

Competitive Salary according to experience. 
Please apply in writing with CV in confidence to 
Mr B. Kirit, Charles Kbit & Co, Solicitors, 
Qneensway House, 275-285 High Street, 
Stratford, London £15 TIT 


RECEPTIONIST/SECRETARY 

required for busy architects office (suit 2nd jobber 
or person returning lo work). As well as secretarial 
and telephone duties, you will deal with meetings. 

couriers and all general office routines. Good 
telephone manner, smart appearance and friendly 
and enthusiastic approach essential, plus knowledge 
of WP and spreadsheet programmes. 

Salary £12-£14W0 one 
Please apply In writing, plus cv, to: 
Barbara Hughes, Peter (nsttip & 

Peter Jenkins Architects 
I Newbury St, London ECIA 7HU. 

Fax: 0171 796 3930 
No Agency or Media calls please 



WO are a small firm of chartered accountants 
specialising in the 'not for profit' charity 
sector. Situated in pleasant surroundings 
close to Angel tube station. 

We have an excellent opportunity for a 
capable secretary lopking to work within a 
professional environment to join our 
Secretarial and Admin Support team. 
Responsibilities indude audit typing, copy 
typing accounts and reports, presentations 
along with providing overall support to three 
partners and the rest of the Sayer Vincent 
team. 

You will be a qualified typist have excellent 
word and excel skills and have a pleasant 
confident telephone manner. 

In return we offer benefits which Include a 
competitive salary, annual bonus and Private 
Health Care. 

Closing date for completed application is 
Friday 19 March, 5.30pm. 

Contact Kathy Flegg for an appBcatkm pack 
by phone fax, emafl or post at 
Sayer Vincent 

23 Angel Gate LONDON EC1V 2SJ 1 
Teh 0171 713 0709 Fax: 0171 713 0528 , 
e-maH: kathyttsayervincenLco.uk J 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


PA TO LEGAL/BUSINESS 
AFFAIRS DIRECTOR OF 
MUSIC PUBLISHING CO 

£22,000 - £25,000 

We are a major independent music and hook 
publisher with an international business. We are 
seeking a mature, intelligent and experienced PA to 
support the Director of Legal and Business Affairs. 
With excellent secretarial skills, legal experience, 
fast, accurate typing and shorthand (80/90), you 
must be highly organised with the ability to juggle 
a multitude of tasks. You should be able to work 
well under pressure, have initiative and a flexible 
attitude to working boors. 

An extensive knowledge of Word and its advanced 
functions is desirable, as is general IT literacy and 
the ability to utilise a number of software 
programs, including the Microsoft Office Suite. 
Duties include co-ordinating meetings and liaison 
between internal departments, thus your ability to 
communicate well at all levels is essential. 

Please apply in writing, enclosing your current CV 
and salary details, to: 

Lesley Harrison, Music Sales Group, 

8/9 Frith Street, London WlVSTZ 


HOTEL AND CATERING TRAINING COMPANY UWT 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR 
Attractive Salary 

HCTC as the UK’s hugest provider of vocational 
training and education in (he hospitality industry 
requires a bright enthusiastic Business 
Administrator for its London operations. 

If you — are IT literate 

— are a great communicator 

— have strong administrative skills 

— some financial background 

— able to work well under pressure 

— able to meet tight deadlines 

— willing to travel 

Then YOU could be ibe person for us. 

Please send a CV and covering letter to: 

Mr Tom Canon 

Financial Controller and Company Sec r et a ry 
HCTC Lid 

I Oth Floor George House 
26-28 Hammersmith Grove 
London W6 7HA. 

Ctamg datt forth* application » W al omfaj I7di Midi 1999 


OFFICE ASSISTANT 

for a small, but elite, group of Organisation 
Consultants and Business Psychologists 
We are seeking a special person with a 
professional telephone manner to support our 
practice through day-to-day administration. 
Applicants must be educated to at least GCSE 
standard and have previous office experience. 
You will be ia the from line providing the 
highest quality customer service. Basic typing 
skills essential, knowledge of Office 97 
desirable. Hours: 830am - 5pm. 

Salary: £13.000 - £15.000 + profit share. 

Please m - rite enclosing CV to Lesley Foyers, 
Kiddy and Partners. 43 Welbeck Street. 

London W1M 7HF 

strictly no agencies 


SECRETARY 

Maternity Leave Cover 
(Initially 3 months) 

required lo work fix firm of Surveyors and Estate 
Agents based within two nmwva walk of Oxford 
Circus tube. Working fbr two Directors, good accurate 
typing speed wil] be necessary utilising audio and good 
knowledge of Word fbr Windows. Sense of humour 
essential could lead to permanent position 

Salary £I6£00 p*. 

Initially please contact Julia on 


(No agencies) 



Associates 


Prestigious Financial Consultancy 
based in the West End seek Health 
Care Administrator. 

The ideal candidate for this 
position will be an enthusiastic, . 
good team player with lots of 
initiative with preferably some 
experience of Health Care. 


Excellent opportunity to progress. Immediate , 
start available. Salary fNegotiable 

For further details please phone 
Jacqui Wallace on 0171 487 
or fax CV 0171 935 3378. 


LEGAL SE 

SWl Solicitors 

Good typing (Word *97) it communication skife 
needed. Busy job working fbr residential 
conveyancing Lawyer /dealing with a large number 
or clients. Salary: negotiable ■ 

Send CV to: Alan Zeffertt of Landau Zeffartt Dresden, 
7 Dacre Street London SWlHODJ 
Tel 0171 2221000 Fax 0171 222 1092 
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New Films 


BELOVED 115) 

Director Jonathan Demme 

Qfunliw 1 Hfvnk \kr.-, _ 


f 

fc 


lirtiUi., ..... 




"N 1 


uuiouan uemme 

Storing: Oprah Winfrey, Danny Glover 

“aSa==SSa; 

b y pm 8 sh0 Hy between upfront 
djfMt abg and mysticism. Oprah mJ*. 

f" 1 ^. struggling tocopewith a 
visitation from a bewitched mwinn ni*«u m. .*_ 


m, ■ 

m 


KL I 

rr- 


K - 


i 


"1M* -} .. v . 

•ju-a^.K. s, « 7 

^!- i-L is, f'/e 

•m^yra: »L. 

. ..,. ; t)j’ • 

l -I.HV! f. 

-’IWj»;Vs-. :... ,, * ; :iit 

Uu* ■ . r "J ,r 'Bale, 

Utw* . ,,ar I*f S 
ijskKu-.:! v. 

. tmstiV u .• « t . .'. 


...i *uvuwuim unanaie 

(w “ay not) be tie ghost 

^ a ^ d “ d D i aughter - stsu - there ’ B 

5 touh ?. tate on bJ *& oppression, its gumbo 
of pungent human drama m*u - — » - - - 


T- :; 

*\\* UV.1 f- :£ . . 


r •• 

1 »- .. 



4 ii • 


AtaU' t-l f‘i-r : 

ii. , . ^ 


■■ftfcf* n>t i" r 



X~x.. ... • 

*•».* 


FKtfr 



cn*h*A 

l!r Sio 

U7r‘-- 

-CttlT chi'.-),.. 


1 



» • 

Mi’Ltn.i' 

■ •I t *. 


. 



1lt?l‘ itttil i’.-v- 

.• • -i • . 





rrv v . 


. . . 

1 mr 

ttv.Si -.ri* • 



Sir 1 • 

.... 


klsai- V . 



Mr:-.'.’" • 



v-. ' • • 

1 • • ■ n 

r* 

•»{v* ’.’ . 

hintr* t • • 
L’:" 

. v, 


\\< 
n %- . 

, 


<y.- 



, — — — e,— J a vibrant 

viari ^ense paper over an manner of cracks. 
West End Odeon Camden Tbwn, Odeon 
Kensington, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Ritzu 
C™ema> UCIWhiteleys, Virgin Trocadero 
Vforner Village. And local cinemas 

FESTEM (the CELEBRATION) (15) 

Director Thomas Vmterberg 
Starring: Ulrich Thomsen. Helge Moritzen 
See The Independent Recommends, right 
West End.- Chelsea Cinema, Clapham Picture 
Mouse, Curzon Soho, Screen on Baker Street 


UNI AND ADAMS (NO 

Director kJrissa Ou6draogo 
Starring: David Mohioki, Vusi Kuneni 


in transition. This African odd-couple comedy 
turns its back on Oufidraogo’s traditi onally stark, 
folk-tale milieu, and ropes in two professional 
actors in David Mohioki and Vusi KunenTs 
sqoabhlmgadvaitiHTeT^ 

style is stymied by a script that is, at times, 
clankingjy schematic and crudely dra w n. The 
natural magic slowly seeps away 
Repertory: National FVm Theatre 


THE 39 STEPS (FG) 

Director: ABred Hrtchcock 
Starring: Robert Donat, Madeleine Carroll, 
Godfrey Tearie. Peggy Ashcroft.Lucie Mannheim 
FHmed bad m 1935, The 39 Steps stands proud 
as the most polished pic of Hitchcock's eart* 
British period (although The Lady Vanishes 
comes awMIy dose). Thereafter; he would light 
out for Hollywood and his films would become 
both more glossy and more morally oblique. The 
29 Steps, by contrast, offers classic Boys’ Own 
adventure, tiffing off John Buchan's source 
novel to produce a gadabout spy yam that hurls 

Rnhert rVmarf and MoAAmw f-nmpfl’g handcuffed- 
together runaways into a Scotland that’s bursting 
with oddball eccentrics. The film is as ligh t and 
bracing as oxygen: all witty twists, throwaway 
lines said crisp observations as ft builds towards 
a climactic crescendo at the London Palladium, 
legend has it that Hitchcock insisted on hand' 
'cuffing Donat to Carroll before filming began, 
just so they could get used to being together; 


Bur kina Faso director Idrissa Ouddraogo, 
Kini and Adams looks to spotlight a 


and then ran off with the key. Tsk, those 
auteur (Erectors. Never too highbrow fix- the 
odd playground prank. 

West End: Barbican Screen 


Xan Brooks 


General Release 
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AFFLICTION (15) 

See T7ie Independent Recommends, dbove. 

West End: ABC SfoajlesbiLryAxMimie, Renoir ‘ 

A BUG'S LIFE (U) 

A Bug's Life sees humMe insect Ffikjoimng a flea 
arcus in an effort to save his community from 
^marauding grasshoppers. West End: ABC 
^ lb ttenham Court Road, Clapham Picture House, 
Odeon Camden Ibion, Odeon Kensington, 
Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon Mezzanine, 
OdeonStoiss Cottage, Plaza, Ritzy Cinema, UCI 
Whrtdeys, Virgin Chelsea, Virgin Trocadero, 
Vtamer VtUage Wfest End And local cinemas 

HIDEOUS KMKV (15) 

Throu^i the backdrop of 1970s Morocco treads 
Kate Winslet’s singte - nuim, her two daughters 
in low. Winslet does well with a change-ofpace 
role and the child stars are startling^ good. 
West End: ABC Swiss Centre, Odeon Swiss 
Cottage, Renoir. UCI WhUdeys, Virgin Fulham 
Road Locdt Well Had Coronet 

HILARY AND JACKIE (15) ^ 

Full- throttle playing from Oscar-nominated .. 
actress es^Rachei Griffiths. and Einfly.Watson, 
sus tains Anand Tucker’s warts-and-all faiapic of - 
the Du Pr6 sisters. Vfest End: Cwzon Soho 
^Repertory: Phoenix Cinema. And load cinemas 

HOLY MAN (PG) 

Jeff GddUum plays Ricty a scuzzbaD TVesecutive 

Pbarful far his job, Rk±y uses spiritual wanderer 
G (Eddie Murphy) as a frontman rai his shopping 
show and sales go through the root G, in turn, 
teaches Ricby a few soulfol lessons. Parts of Hdy 
Man are very fUnny but the film never quite 

finds the ri^tooebWfest End- Odeon Marhfe Arch. . 

Wfamer Village Wfest End And local cinemas 

HOW STELLA GOT HER GROOVE BACK (15) 
Essentially this is Shtrfej/ Valentine with an Afro- 
American spin, but Angela Bassett works hard to 
main* an im p res sion among the. slide-show of 
tcAirist-brocbure^ visuals. WfestEnd: Ritzy Cinema, 
Virgin Trocadero. And local cinemas 

JACK FROST CPG) 

Michael Keaton stars as a self-obsessed blues-man 
_ who dies and gets reincarnated as a snowman. 
'yFbnnula family fun. West End: UCI Whrtdeys, 
Warner Village Wfesf End. And local etnemos 

LIFE IS BEAUTIFUL (LA VITA E BELLA) (PG) 
In Roberto BenignTs comedy the writer-director 
takes centre-stage as a downing Jewish bookshop 
keeper in fascist Italy He is spirited off to the 
death camps and strives to convince his sen that 
it's nothing more than a game. Hfest End: Curzon 
Mayfair, Curzon Soho, Odeon Kensington, Ritzy 
Cmema,ScreenmtheHill,UCIWhxtdey&Virgm 
Chdsea, Vagin HaymarkeL Repertor&Wbtermarw 
Aits Centre And toad cinemas 

LITTLE VOICE (15) 

Holed up in her bedroom, Jane Hotrocks perfects 
Shirley BasseyAIudy Garland impersonations. 


PERDfTA DURANGO (18) 

Alex De La Igtesia’s quasi-sequel to Lynch's Wild 
at Heart is a strutting Ttex-Mex caper, running on 
a Mod of posturing ^ waddnesa Rosie Pifires acquits 
herself well as the vixenish heroine who abducts 
a pair of all-American virgins, while Lave flesh's 
Javier Bazriem glowers from beneath a comedy 
wig. It’s camp, garish and anneyin^y entertaining. 
West End Metro, Odeon Camden Tbwn 

PRACTICAL MAGIC (12) 

Essentially a sibling soap-opera with a dash of 
mumbo-jumbo, Practical Magic sees Sandra 
Bullock and Nicole E3dmkn cast as two 
mismatched sisters raised from a line of witches 
and hexing any tmlnc&y man who swings into 
their ozhff. Bfesi End: Wamd- Village WestEnd 

THE PRINCE OF EGYPT (U) 

InplannmghiscartofmBfeQ fMnsfis, I)rft 9 r|oVlfarfa 

honcho Jeffrey Katzenberg envisaged it 
“painted fay Claude Monet ami photographed 
fay David Lean”. The end result winds iq> as 
The Tkn Commandments byway at Joseph and 
His Tkdtmcalgr Dfeamcoat. West End- Empire 
Leicester Square. Andload cinemas 

SHAKESPEARE W LOVE 05) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 

West End ABC Tottenham Court Road, Clapham 
Picture House, Empire Leicester Square, 
Netting HUL Coronet, Odeon Camden Tenon, 
Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon 
Swiss Cottage, Ritzy Cinema, UCI Whrtdeys, 

. WtpinRilhamftoad, Virgin Tri)ajdemRq?ertory 

Watermans Arts Centre. Andtocal cinemas 

THE THIN RED LINE 05) 

See The Independent Reammends, above. 

Wfest End: Ctajjhom Picture House, Cate Nottmg 
Hi H, Odeon Camden Town, Odeon Kensington, 
Odeon Leicester Square, Odeon Marble Arch, 
Odeon Swiss Coftoge, Ritzy Cinema, Screen on 
the Green, UCI Whitdeys, Virgin Chelsea, Virgin 
FtdhamRoad.Andtoaddnemas 

THIS YEAR’S LOVE U8) 

A cast of Britain’s finest (Kathy Burke, Ian Hart, 
Dougjas EenshaBetaD weave through David Kane’s 
Camden-set essay on urban romance. Although 
generalfywrtty and well-observed, the film cranks 

- • wLa l ^ M mikKiWA iwia-lllMlwfalflailAV 





nics, plus a marvellously waited turn from 
Michael Caine push Little Voice through to the 
final curtain.- West End: ABC Tottenham Court 
Road, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Odeon West End, 
\$rgin Fulham Road. And local rinemas 

LOVED (15) 

Erin Digram's Lowed has been collecting dust 
on distributors’ shelves for nearly two years, 
not because if s bad, but because it's so subtly 


into douWe its natural length. Wfest End: Clapham 
Picture House, Odeon Camden Town, Odeon 
Kenimgto n, Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss 
Cottage, Odeon West End, Ritzy Cinema, UO 

Wkitdeys, Virgin Chelsea /^toccdcmemas 

TITANIC TOWN 15) 

All aboard for "DouMes-hit Belfest, circa 1972. The 
IRA and British forces are (along potshots at 
eac h other in the streets. Civilians are dying in 
the crossfire lb the rescue cranes Jufie Walters’ 
co n c e rned local mum, who lobbies for a ceasefire 
and finds herself between the opposing 

factions. Fbr a film implidtiy about rage and waste. 

ifs a HUe low on dramatic oranpb. Wfest End: ABC 

Swiss Centre. Local: KSburn Tricycle Cinema 

URBAN LEGEND 08) 

Jamie Blanks' new stalk-and-slash romp clones 
Scream’s tics^ twists and invokes in much the 
same way that its campos killer mimics the crimes 
of popular myth. The result is a strangely Wand 
and in consequential bloodbath: fresh-faced teens 
friputnig their grisly end in a drama as cold and 
schpmafv 1 as a day time talk show. West End: UCI 

Whitdeys,VirginTrocadero,WbrnerViIlageWe8t 

End Andload ememas 
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ffl^iriftiend called upon by lawyer William Hurt 

to testify a gainst her brutal former boyfriend. 
Loued paints troubled relationships for what they 
are: complex, charged and inextricably entwined. 
Wed End ABC Piccadilly 

THE OPPOSITE OF SEX (18) 

See The Mdeperxdenl Recommends, above - 
Wfesf End: VStpin FfcZham Road, Warner VtUage 
WestEnd Andtocal cinemas 

^PAINTED ANGELS 05) . . .. 

The angels are whores; the pamt fro™ the 

doomierend of the palette. JbnSande^revd^ 

westerarevc^'esaiWKlafrodia-tatjthelpre^fei 

over by Brenda FricSer's «««□*« ^ 
Earthy naturalistic acting goes hamknrhand 
with Gerald Pactert evocative 
the resdutefy downbeat handling mates it slow 
j .. txhof KVid- Renoir 


YOUnflE GOT MAIL CPG) 


m 


Erector Nora E^phron ushers ber&vourite 
pairing of Tom Wanlot and Meg Ryan through a 
contrived romantic comedy that's zapped out of 
its old-fashioned rut by a shrewd Internet plot 
hook West End ABC Tottenham Court Road, 
Barbican Screen, ClaplwmPicture House, Odeon 
Camden TbtCT^CHemfien^ 

Ar(h,0dectoSwi8sC<Atage,S(TeenmBakerS8reet, 
UO Whteteys, Virgin Chelsea,- Virgin Wham 
Road, Virgin Haymarket, Virgin Trocadero, 
Warner WUage Wist End. Andtocal cinemas 


TOUR F URHPS AND NEMMORB (181 
Another tro u bti ng y-roy of American mores from 
In die Company of Men director NeB LaBute, 
which k>ote like a cartxso copy of the director’s 
debut West End- Metro, virgin Haymarket 
Locah Elephartt & Castle Coronet 


THE INDEPENDENT RECOMMENDS 

THE FIVE BEST FILMS THE FIVE BEST PLAYS THE FIVE BEST SHOWS 


Festen (1 5) ' 

Danish director Thomas Vmlerberg’s superlative 
black comedy concerns the 60th birthday of a 
family patriarch who finds himself at the centre of 
dark secrets that unexpectedly emerge. 

The Thin Red Line (15) 

Terrence Malick returns to the screen after a 
20-year absence with a hugely ambitious fihn about 
the battle <rf Gua d alca n al. A war movie of a sort, 
though what that sort might be is uncertain. 


Affliction (15) 

Rani Schrader’s bleak study in 
fatherhood and fatalism, 

adapted from RuseO Banks’s 
novel, stars Nick Nolle os a 
man struggling to escape the 
influence of Ids violent dad 
(Janies Coburn, rjgfil). 


Shakespeare In 
Love (15) 

This enjoyable romp suggests bow romance fired ■ 
Shakespeare with the creative inspiration for 
Romeo and Juliet. Joseph Fiennes and Gwyneth 
Paltrow bead a multi-star cast. 

The Opposite of Sex (18) 

Christina Ricci plays 16-year-old biteb-on-wheeb 
Dedee. shooting from the lip and causing all Linds 
of havoc when she moves in with her mild- 
mannered half-brother (Martin Donovan). 

Anthony Quinn 



Copenhagen 

(Duchess Theatre, London) 

Michael Frayn's profound and haunting 
meditation on science, morality and the mysteries 
of human motivation. 7b “.-tug 

Oklahoma! (Lyceum Theatre. London) 

Widely regarded as the best e'er, Trevor Nunn's 
glorious production of the Rodgers and 
Hammersirin classic fully deserves its West End 
transfer. 7b 26 Jun 

The Memory of lAbcer 

(Vaudeville Theatre. London) 

Alison Steadman pulls off one of the funniest, 
truest drunk scenes ever in Shelugh Stephenson's 
fine play about sisters brouchi together for their 
mother's funeral. To 22 Afov 


The Dispute (The Other 
Place. Stratford) 
Marivaux’s mordant 
18th-century play about a 
sexual experiment is brought 
to life in this RSC Lyric 
Hammersmith co-production. 
7ti 20 Mar 


A Passionate Woman 

(Leicester Haymarket) 

Genuinely funny and moving. Kay McDur's pktv 
is much more than a Shirley lldattine re-run as 
penned by some cut-price Alan Bennett. To 20 Mar 

Paul Taylor 



Portraits by Ingres (National Gallery) 

Some of the most intense portraiture ever. 

Women: exquisite melanges of flesh and fabric, 
dreams of sex and money. To 25. Apr 

Patrick Caulfield (Hayward Gallery) 
Caulfield is a virtuoso of mum 1 styles, and ibis 
retrospective offers the range, notably those la- 
conic outlines flooded with translucent colour. 
Toll Apr 

Peter Doig & 

Udomsak Krlsanamis 
(Fruitmarket. 

Edinburgh) 

Two painters collaborate. 

Doig's sizzling, curdling, over- 
loaded landscapes (rij^u t mix 
with Krisanamis's collages of cultural detritus and 
noodles. To 27 Mar 

Richard Deacon 

(Tate Gallery. Liverpool) 

“New World Order”: more curvoco'us assem14aj:cs 
of wood, metal, glass and plastic - some jiivtintw. 
some humNe - by the ruMed Eighties sculptor. 

What do they mean 1 .’ No one knows 7,i lh.\t,n 

Disasters of War 
(Wolverhampton Art Gallery) 

Three ages of European war through the etchi>i>:o 
of Jacques C.tQol, Goya ami Otto Div Ulaek-anJ- 
white visions from the blackest tif tunes To 2» Mar 

Tom Li muk-h 



Cinema 

WestEnd 


ABC PANTON STREET 

[0870-902 0404) & PSccadHIy 
Or ois Elizabeth 2.15pm. 5.15pm. 
8.15pm Lode, Stock & TWo 
Smoking • Barrels 1.15pm, 
3.40pm, 6.10pm. 8.35pm n (PI) 
130pm, 335pm. 6.15pm. 
8.45pm Two Girts and a Guy 
4pm, 8.45pm 

ABC PtCCADfUT 

(0171-287 4322) ^ Pfocadily 
Circus Buffalo 66 3.30pm, 8.1 5pm 
Hamara: The lUrklsh Bath 
135pm. 6pm Loved T ,30pm, 
335pm, 6. 1 5pm, 8.40pm 

ABC SHAFTESBUlfir AVBIIUE 

(0870-902 0402] « Letarsrer 
Square AHfiction 1.10pm. 3.40pm. 
6.05pm, 8.30pm 

ABC SWISS CENTRE 

(0870-902 0403) O- Leicester 
Square/Piocacfflly Circus Hideous 
Kinky 2pm. 4.20pm. 6.35pm. 
8.45pm I Think I Do 1.10pm. 
:.10pm, 5.10pm, 7.10pm, 9.10pm 
Titanic burn 235pm, 4.35pm. 
6.45pm. 8.55pm La Vie Rente des 
Anges 135pm. 3.45pm. 6.05pm. 
825pm 

ABC 1UI IfeN HAM COURT ROAD 

(0870-902 0414) O Tottenham 
Court Road A Bug's Lire 120pm, 
4pm. 6.40pm Little Voice 9pm 
Shakespeare In Love 1.70pm, 
_ .50pm. 6.30pm. 925pm 'fou’ve 
Got M@Q 1pm, 3.40pm. 620pm, 
'll 5pm 

BARBICAN SCREEN 

(0171-638 8891) -B Moorgate The 
39 Steps (1935 Version) 6.30pm. 
B.40pm Vbu've Got M@fl 6pm. 
8.4^xn 

CHELSEA CINEMA 
(0171-351 3742) ^ Stoane Square 
Festen 2pm, 4.15pm. 6.30pm. 
830pm 

CLAPHAM PICTURE HOUSE 

(0171-498 3323) O Qapham 
Common Festen 2.15pm. 430pm, 
6.50pm. 9.10pm Shakespeare in 
Love 4.15pm, 920pm The Thki 
Red Line 1.15pm, 4.45pm, 8.15pm 
This Year’s Love 1.45pm, 6.40pm 
YauVe Got M@fl 1.30pm. 4pm. 
6.30pm. 9pm 

CURZON MAYHUR 

(0171-369 1720) O Green Park 
La Vita & Bella 1pm. 3.30pm. 
6pm, 8.40pm 

CURZON RUNEMA 

(0171-369 1723) O Hyde PUrk 
Corn er/Knigh tsbr i dge Elizabeth 
3pm, 6.30pm. 8.50pm 

CURZON SOHO 
(0171-734 2255 (12noon-6pm)) 
Leteester Square Festen 
.15pm. 4.30pm, 7pm. 9.30pm 
Hilary and Jackie 1.30pm. 4pm. 
6.45pm, 9.1 5pm La Vita h Bella 
1pm. 4.15pm, 6.30pm, 9pm 

EMPIRE LEICESTER SQUARE 

(0990-888990) O Leicester 
Square Meet Joe Black 7 2 noon. 

40pm, 7.20pm The Prince of 
Egypt 3.15pm, 6pm. 8.15pm 
Shakespeare In Love 12.15pm, 
3pm. 5.50pm, 8.45pm 

GATE NOTTTNG HILL 

(0171-727 4043) O Not ting Hill 
Gate The Thtai Red Une 1.10pm, 
.30pm, 7.50pm 

METRO 

(0171-734 1506) o Piccadilly 
circus Perdlta Durango 2.30pm. 
4.45pm. 7pm. 9.15pm Ywir 
Friends and Neighbors 2pm. 
15pm, 6.30pm, 8.45pm 

hotting hell CORONET 
(0171-727 67051 « Notdng Hill 
Gate Shakespeare In Love 
,45pm, 5.45pm. 8.30pm 

ODEON CAMDEN TOWN 
(08705-050007) O Camden Town 
Beloved 730pm A Bug’s Ufc 
1135am. 2.15pm. 4.35pm My 
Name is Joe 1225pm. 3 pm. 
5.50pm. 8.30pm The TMn Red 
Line 11.55am, 3.25pm. 7.50pm 
This Year's Love 12.55 pm, 
325pm. 6.05pm. 9pm Ywi’ve 
Got 12.25pm. 3pm. 

5.50pm, 825pm 

ODEON HAYMARKET 

(08705-050007) «■ Pjccad'lly 

Orcus Stepnwm 1 2.35pm. 
10pm, 530pm. 8.30pm 

ODEON KENSINGTON 

(08705-050007) «■ H^i Street 
Kensington «*» 

Bug’s Life 
5.45pm La 
330pm. 

Shakespeare m 

325om, 620pm. 9.1 5pm 11*™" 
Red Lki 1 25pm, 5jWpm» 

This Year's Love 1 
7pm, 9.40pm YouVe Got M@B 


Bekwed 8.30pm A 
12.45pm, 3.15pm. 
Vita 6 BeBa ipm. 
6.40pm. 920pm 

In Love 12.30pm, 


12.45pm. 

9.30pm 


3.40pm. 635pm. 


ODEON LEICESTER SQUARE 
(08705-050007) O Leicester 
Square The Thin Red Line 
12.40pm, 4.10pm. 7.45pm 

ODEON MARBLE ARCH 

(08705-050007) «- Marble Arch 
A Bug’s Life 1.55pm. 4.05pm. 
6.30pm Enemy of the State 
9.05pm Shakespeare in Low 
12.55pm. 3.35pm. 6.20pm. 

9.10pm The Thin Red Line 
1.05pm. 4.40pm. 8.15pm This 
Year's Lowe 125pm. 4pm. 
6.40pm. 9.15pm You’ve Got M@R 
12.45pm. 330pm. 6.10pm. 9pm 

ODEON MEZZANINE 

(08705-050007) O Leicester 
Square A Bug’s Life 2.25pm, 
4.30pm, 6.35pm. 8.45pm 

Qizabeth 12.35pm. 3.05pm, 

5.35pm, 8.20pm Lock, Stock A 
Two Smoking Barrels 1.25pm, 
3.55pm, 6.20pm, 8.45pm The 
Siege 1.15pm. 3.40pm, 6.05pm. 
8.30pm There’s Something 
About Mary 12.45pm. 3.15pm, 
5.45pm, 8.20pm 

ODEON SWISS COTTAGE 

(08705-050007) O Swiss 
Cottage Beloved 1 .45pm. 

7.45pm A Bug’s Life 12.15pm. 
220pm, 4.35pm, 6.40pm 

Hideous Kinky 8.50pm Little 
Voice 5.35pm Shakespeare in 
Love 12.t0pm, 2.55pm, 5.40pm, 
8.25pm The Thin . Red Une 
12.35pm, 4.05pm, 7.45pm This 
Year's Love 12.55pm. 3.25pm. 
6pm. 8.35pm Vbu've Got M@il 
12.15pm. 2.45pm, 530pm, 

8.15pm 

ODEON WEST END 
(08705-050007) & Leicester 

Square Little Voice 1.55pm. 
4.10pm, 6.30pm, 8.55pm This 
Year’s Low 1.15pm, 3.40pm. 
6.1 5pm. 8.50pm 

PEPSI IMAX CINEMA 

(0171-494 4153) «► Piccadilly 
-Grcus Everest 4.45pm, 9.05pm 
L5 (IMAX) 2.40pm. 7pm T-Rex: 
Back to the Cretaceous (3-0) 
135pm, 3.40pm, -5.45pm, 8pm. 

1 0.05pm 

PLAZA 

(0990-888990) O Piccadilly 
□reus A Bug’s Life 1.35pm. 
4pm. 6.30pm. 9pm Saving 
Private Ryan 12.15pm. 4.15pm. 
7.45pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
1.20pm, 3.40pm, 6pm. 8.30pm 
The Human Show 1pm, 3.15pm, 
6.15pm, 8.45pm 

RENOIR 

(0171-837 8402) o Russell Square 
Affliction 1.35pm, 3.55pm, 
620pm. 8.45pm Hideous Kinky 
150pm. 635pm Painted Angels 
4.10pm. 855pm 

RITZY CINEMA 

(0171-733 2229) BR/O Brixton 
Beloved 1.45pm, 5.15pm. 
8.40pm A Bug’s Life 220pm. 
4.40pm The Fountainhead 
2.30pm Shakespeare In Low 
2pm. 4.25pm. 6.50pm. 9.25pm 
The Thtai Red Une 1 .50pm, 
5.10pm, B.30pm This Year’s 
Love 4.35pm. 6.55pm. 9.10pm 
La Vita 6 Bella 6.45pm. 9.1 5pm 

SCREEN ON BAKER STREET 
(0171-935 2772) -O Baker Street 
Festen 3.10pm. 6.35pm. 8.50pm 
You've Got M@il 3.35pm. 
6.10pm, 8.40pm 

SCREEN ON THE GREEN 

(0171-226 3520) Q Angel The 
Thai Red Line 3pm, 7.30pm 

SCREEN ON THE HILL 

(0171-435 3366) O Bdsize Park 
La Vita fc Bella 2.15pm. 4.30pm. 
6.50pm, 9.1 5pm 

UO WHTTELEYS 

(0990-888990) O Bayswater 
Beloved 1.15pm. 5.05pm, 8.40pm 
A Bug’s Life 11.45am. 2pm, 
4.30pm, 7pm HBdeous Ktaiky 
12.15pm. 2.40pm. 4,50pm. 

720pm, 9.40pm Madeteie 

1 ,35pm 9iafccspeare in Love 
12.45pm. 330pm, 6.40pm, 

9.30pm The Thtai Red line 1pm. 
4.40pm, 830pm This Iter's Love 
3.40pm. 6.30pm. 9pm Urban 
Legend 9.20pm Vbu've Got M@ll 
12.30pm, 3.30pm. 620pm. 

9.10pm La Vita e Bella 12 noon. 
3.10pm, 6pm, 830pm 

VIRGO! CHELSEA 
(0870-907 0710) O Sloane 

Square/Soutti Kensington A Bug’s 
Ufa 2.35pm. 4.50pm, 7.10pm 
The Thin Red Line 1pm. 4.30pm. 
8pm This Year's Love 9.20pm La 
Vita & Bella 1.15pm. 3.45pm. 
6.1.5pm. 9pm You’ve Got M@fl 
12.30pm. 3,15pm. 6pm, 8.55pm 

VIRGIN FULHAM ROAD 

(0870*907 0711) O South 

Kensington Hideous Ktaiky 
2.20pm. 4,40pm, 7pm. 9.20pm 
Uttle Voice 1 ,20pm, 4pm. 
6.30pm. 9pm The Opposite of 
Sex 2pm. 4.20pm. 6.50pm. 

930pm Shakespeare In Low 
12.40pm, 320pm. 6pm, 8.50pm 


The Thtai Red Line 1 ,40pm, 
5.10pm. 8.40pm Itou'w Got M@il 
1 pm, 3.40pm. 620pm. 9.1 0pm 

VIRGIN HAYMARKET 

(0670-907 0712) O Piccadilly 
Grcus La Vita h Bella 12.50pm, 
3.20pm. 5.50pm. 8.25pm Your 
Friends and Neighbors 1.1 5pm. 
3.45pm. 6. 1 5pm, 8.40pm You’ve 
Got M@U 12.40pm, 3.15pm. 
5.55pm. 8.45pm 

VIRGIN TROCADERO 
(0870-907 0716) O Piccadilly 
Grcus Bekwed 12.50pm, 4.20pm. 
8pm A Bug's Life 12.50pm. 
3.10pm, 5.40pm. 8.10pm 

Buhnorth 1pm. 3.30pm. 5.50pm, 
8.20pm Enemy of the State 

12 noon. 2.50pm. 5.40pm. 8.30pm 
Shakespeare In Love 12 noon. 
2.40pm. 5.30pm, 8.20pm Urban 
Legend 12.50pm. 3.30pm. 

6.10pm. 8.40pm Vbu've Got M@U 
12.10pm, 2.50pm. 5.40pm. 

8.50pm 

WARNER VILLAGE WEST END 

(0171-437 4343) « Leicester 
Square Beloved 120pm, 4,50pm, 
8.20pm A Bug's Life 12.10pm, 
2.30pm. 4.50pm. 7pm. 9.25pm 
Buhvorth 3.45pm, 8.50pm Holy 
Man 1.10pm, 620pm The 

Opposite of Sex 12.50pm, 

3.30pm, 6.10pm. 8.40pm 

Practical Magic 1.30pm. 4.15pm, 
6.55pm Urban Legend. 11.55am, 
2.10pm, 4.30pm. 6.50pm, 

9.10pm Very Bad Things 1.40pm, 
4.10pm, 6.40pm, 9.05pm Vbu’ve 
Got M@U 12 noon. 1pm, 2.50pm, 
3.40pm, 5.40pm. 63(^>m, 

8.30pm, 9.20pm, 935pm 


Cinema 

London Locals 

ACTON 

mRK ROYAL WARNER VILLAGE 
(0181-896 0066) O Park Royal 
Beloved 1.15pm. 4.45pm, 8.15pm 
A Bug’s Life 2pm. 4. 15pm. 625pm. 
8.30pm How Stella Got her Greow 
Back 5.50pm Shakespeare in Low 
1.10pm. 3.50pm. 6.40pm, 9.20pm 
The Thtai Red Line 1pm, 1.30pm. 
425pm. 5.10pm, 7.50pm. 8.35pm 
This Year's Love 5.50pm Titanic 
2pm. 8.30pm Urban Legend 2pm. 
4.30pm, 7.10pm. 9.30pm IfeuVe Got 
M@il 1pm. 3.30pm, 6.15pm. 9pm 

BARNET 

ODBON (08705-050007) O Bar- 
net Hilary mid Jackie 4.10pm. 
8.45pm Patch Adams 630pre Shake- 
speare in Low 1.20pm, 3.45pm. 
6.1 5pm. 8.40pm The Thtai Red Une 
1 ,25pm. 4.45pm. 735pm This Year's 
Low 1.45pm, 6.30pm Titanic 
2.30pm. 7.30pm Vbu’ve Got M@fl 
1.15pm. 3.40pm. 625pm. 830pm 

BECKENHAM 

ABC (0870-902 0412) BR: Beck- 
enham Junction A Bug’s Life 
12.15pm. 4.40pm, 6.50pm Litde 
Voice 2 ,35pm. 9pm Shakespeare in 
Love 2pm. 5.40pm. 8.30pm Vbu’ve 
Got M@fl 1 ,45pm, 5.45pm. 8.35pm 

BEXLEYHEATH 

dNEWORLD (0181-303 I5S0) Bft 
Bedeyheath A Bug's Life 12noon. 
1.1 5pm. 220pm. 330pm, 5.40pm. 
7.50pm. 9.50pm Uttle Voice 
2.1 5pm. 7pm Shakespeare in Low 
1.30pm. 4pm. 630pm, 9.10pm 
Step mom 1 .20pm The Thin Red 
Une 1.30pm. 430pm. 5.25pm. 
7.55pm, 8.55pm This Year's Love 
2.10pm, 4.30pm. 7.20pm, 9.40pm 
The Ituman Show 4pm. 6.30pm. 
9pm Urban Legend 12.45pm. 
2.53FVT1, 5.10pm, 7.25pm, 9.45pm 
La Vita e Bella 4.30pm. 9.15pm 
You’ve Got M®R 12.25pm, 
2.50pm. 5.1 0pm. 7.30pm. 9.50pm 

BROMLEY 

ODEON [08705-050007) BR Brom- 
ley North A Bug’s Life 1.55pm, 
4.10pm. 6.25pm Shakespeare in 
Love 220pm. 5.55pm, 8.40pm The 
Thtai Red Line 12.30pm. 4.10pm. 
7.50pm This Year’s Love 8.45pm 
Vbu’ve Got M@Q 12.20pm. 3pm. 
5.45pm. 835pm 

CATFORD 

ABC (0181-698 3306) BR: Catfort. 
A Bug's Life 6pm This Year’s Love 
2 .30pm. 8.30pm Vbu've Got M@fl 
2.15pm, 5.15pm. 8.15pm 


CROYDON 

CLOCKTOWER (0181-253 1030) 
BR: East Croydon Hilary and Jack- 
ie 3.15pm. 5.50pm. 825pm 

SAFARI (0181-688 3422) BR: Vfest 
Croydon. A Bug's Ufe 5.40pm 
Holy Man 5.30pm. 8.15pm Lai 
Baadshah 8pm Little Voice 
5.45pm. '8.10pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-680 
8090) BR East Croydon A Bug's Ufe 
1 2.55pm. 3.35pm. 6.30pm, 8.50pm 
Shakespeare In Love 1 2.35pm. 
320pm. 6.15pm. 9.1 5pm The Thin 
Red Line 1 .10pm. 330pm. 4.50pm. 
7.4(^sm t 8.40pm This Year’s Love 
1.30pm. 4.20pm. 7pm 9.50pm 


Titanic 1.35pm. 5.05pm, 8.45pm 
Urban Legend 1. 40pm, 4.10pm. 
6.50pm. 9.40pm Vbu've Got M@U 
12 45pm. 3.40pm. 6.40pm. 3 25pm 

DAGENHAM 

WARNER VaJAGE (01 81 -592 2020) 
■e- Dagenham Headway Beloved 
2pm, 520pm, 8.50pm A Bug's Life 
2pm. 4.10pm. 6.20pm, 8.30pm 
Shakespeare In Low 3.30pm. 6pm, 
8.40pm The Thtai Red Line 1 .30pm, 
2pm. 4.50pm, 5.20pm, 8.10pm. 
8.55pm This Year’s Love 2.30pm. 
4.50pm, 7.1(^m. 9.30pm Titanic 
1 ,30pm. 5pm, 830pm Urban Leg- 
end 3 pm. 5.20pm. 7.30pm, 9.40pn 
You’ve Got M@fl 1 ,50pm. 4. 1 5pm, 
6.40pm, 9.10pm 

EALING 

VIRGIN UXBRIDGE ROAD (0870- 
907 0719) BR/O Ealing Broadway 
A Bug’s Ufe 1.45pm, 3.55pm 
Shakespeare In Love 6.10pm. 
8.50pm The Thtai Red Line 1 .10pm, 
4.40pm. 8.1 5pm You've Got M@fl 
220pm, S^l^im. 8.30pm 

EDG1NARE 

BELLE -VUE (0181-381 2556) O 
Edgware A Bug’s Ufe 5.40pm Aa 
Ab Laut Chalen phone for times 
Kadidie Dhaage phone for times 
Kuril Kuch Hota Hai phone fbr times 
Stepmom 5.1 5pm, 8.1 5pm Zakhm 
phone for times 

EDMONTON 

LEE VALLEY UCI 12 (0990- 
888990) O Tottenham Hale Bekwed 
1 .45pm. 5.40pm, 9.20pm A Bug’s 
Ufe 1.05pm. 1.30pm, 2pm, 
325pm. 4.05pm, 4.30pm. 6pm. 
7.05pm. 8.50pm How Stella Got 
her Groove Back 825pm Hum Aap- 
ke Dll Mein Rehte Hatai 930pm 
Jack Rose 2.50pm. 520pm Uttle 
Voice 12.50pm, 3.45pm, 6.40pm 
Madeline 2. 1 5pm Shakespeare in 
Love 9.40pm Stepmom 420pm. 
720pm, 10.05pm The Thtai Red 
Une 1.15pm, 2.30pm, 4.50pm. 
7.30pm, 8.35pm This Year’s Low 
12.40pm. 3.05pm. 6.10pm. 9.15pm 
Urban Legend 735pm, 10.20pm La 
Vita e Bella 1.15pm. 3.55pm. 
6.55pm. 9.55pm Vbu've Got M@I1 
1230pm. 3.15pm. 620pm, 9.05pm 

ELEPHANT AND CASTLE 

CORONET (01 71 -703 4968) •©■ Ele- 
phant and Castle A Bug's Life 4pm. 
6.30pm. 8.40pm Thb Iter's Low 
4.05pm. 6.15pm. 8.40pm Your 
Friends and Neighbors 4.15pm, 
6.35pm, 8.45pm 

FELTHAM 

a N EWORLD MOVIES (0181-867 
0555) BR: Feiiham Aa Ab Laut 
Chalen 1 1 . 1 0am, 2. 35pm. 6. 1 5pm, 
9.45pm Beloved 1 1 ,30am. 2.40pm. 
6pm, 8.15pm A Bug's Ufe 
11.30am, 12.50pm, 1.45pm, 3pm, 
4pm, 5.10pm, 7.20pm, 920pm 
Daag 2.30pm. 9.20pm Holy Man 
11.30am. 5pm Hum Aapke Dll 
Mesi Rehte Hatai 12.1 5pm. 3.50pm, 
9pm Kachchc Dhaage 11am, 
5.1 5pm Kaun 9.50pm Lai Baadshah 
1 1 ,30am. 3pm. 6.20pm. 9.50pm La 
VVbris 2pm. 8.30pm little Voice 6pm 
Shakespeare tai Love ipm, 3.40pm, 
630pm. 9.10pm Shahhed-E-Mo- 
habbat 11.15am, 6pm Stepmom 
2pm. 7.30pm The Thki Red Line 
lpm, 430pm. 6.10pm. 8pm, 
9.40pm This Year’s Low 1 1 .30am. 
1.45pm. 4pm, 6.30pm, 8.55pm 
Urban Legend 12.05pm. 2.25pm. 
5.10pm. 7.20pm. 9.40pm La Vita 
t Bella 4pm. 6.35pm Vbu’ve Got 
M@fl 11.10am, 1.50pm. 4.25pm, 
7pm. 9.30pm 

FINCHLEY 

WARNER VILLAGE FINCHLEY 
ROAD(01 7 1 -604 3059) O Finchley 
Road A Bug's Ufe 10.30am, 
1.30pm, 4pm, 6.10pm. 8.20pm 
Holy Man 3.55pm The Opposite of 
Sex 1.30pm Shakespeare in Love 
1230pm. 3.35pm. 6.1 5pm. 9.1 5pm 
The Thin Red Line 1pm. 2pm. 
4.25pm. 5.30pm. 8pm. 9pm TMs 
Year's Love 3.40pm. 6.20pm, 
8.40pm Titanic Wed 12.30pm. 
4.20pm. 8.10pm Urban Legend 
2. 1 5pm. 4.45pm. 7. 1 0pm. 9.40pm 
You've Got M@il 1 2.40pm. 
3.25pm, 6pm. 8.50pm 

WARNER WLLAfiE NORTH FINCH- 
LEY (01 81 -446 9344) O East Flnch- 
ley A Bug’s Ufe 12.50pm, 3.50pm, 
6.50pm, 9pm Shakespeare in Lave 
1.10pm. 4pm. 6.35pm. 930pm The 
Thin Red Une 12.40pm. 1.20pm, 
4.30pm. 5.10pm. 8.10pm, 8.50pm 
This Thar’s Love l ,30pm. 420pm, 
6.40pm. 9.10pm Titanic Wed 2pm, 
8.3C^nn Urban Legend 2.10pm. 
4.50pm. 7.20pm, 9.50pm La Vita E 
Bella 530pm Vbu’ve Got M@U 
1pm. 3.40pm, 6.30pm. 9.20pm 

GOLDERS GREEN 

ABC (0181-455 1 724) •» Golders 
Green You've Got M@H 2.45pm. 
5.30pm. 8.15pm 

GREENWICH 

GREENWICH CINEMA (0181-293 
0101) BR: Greenwich Shakespeare 
in Love 7pm The Thin Red Line 
4.30pm. 8pm This Year’s Low 
4,40pm. 9.20pm You've Got M@U 
3 55pm. 6.30pm. 9pm 


HAMMERSMITH 

VIRGIN (0370-907 0718) ORjvut- 
scoun Park.'Hmum.'r.mirh A Bug's 
Life 1.30pm, 4pm. 6.20pm Shake- 
speare hi Love 12.50pm. 3 30pm. 
6.1 0pm. 9.10pm The Thtai Red Une 
1pm. 4 30pm. 8pm This Year’s Low 
9pm Vbu've Got Mifpil 1 pm. 
3.40pm. 6.15pm. 8.50pm 

HAMPSTEAD 

ABC (0870-902 0413) O Bclsiw 
Rark A Bug's Ufe 4pm, 6.20pm 
Shakespeare in Love 5.15pm. 
8.1 5pm This Year's Low 1 .25pm. 
830pm Vbu've Got Migffl 2pm. 
5.40pm. 8.20pm 

HARROW 

SAFARI CINEMA [0181 -426 0303) 
Q- Harrow-on-the-HUI Hum Aapke 
Dll Metai Rehte Haln 8.45pm Lai 
Baadshah 8.45pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-427 
9009] O Horrow-on-the-HiU Bekwed 
1 .40pm. 5.10pm, 8.40pm A Bug’s 
Life 1 1am. 1.30pm, 4pm. 6.20pm. 
8.50pm Shakespeare In Love 1 pm. 
3.40pm, 6.40pm. 9.30pm The Thin 
Rod line 12noon, 1230pm. 3.30pm, 
4.10pm, 7.10pm. 8pm This Year’s 
Love 12.50pm. 3.50pm. 6.30pm. 
9.1 0pm Titanic 2pm. 830pm Urban 
Legoid 11.40am. 2.10pm. 4.30pm, 
6.50pm. 9.20pm La Vita c Bella 
5.50pm Vbu'w Got M@il 12.30pm. 
3.20pm, 6.10pm. 9pm 

HOUOWAY 

ODEON (08705-050007) O Hol- 
loway Road Beloved 12.35pm, 
4.15pm. 7.45pm A Bug’s Life 
12.15pm. 1.05pm. 2.20pm. 335pm. 
435pm. 5.45pm. 8.45pm Holy Man 
1.40pm, 4pm How Stella Got her 
Groove Back 8.30pm Uttle Voice 
6.20pm Shakespeare in Love 
3.05pm. 5.50pm, 8.35pm The Thtai 
Red Line 1 2.50pm, 4.20pm, 7.50pm 
This fear’s Love 1pm. 3.35pm. 
6.10pm, 8.50pm Urban Legend 
6.35pm, 9pm Vbu’ve Got 
12.40pm. 3.20pm, 6pm, 8.40pm 

ILFORD 

ODEON (08705-050007) O Gants 
Hill A Bug’s Ufe 2 pm. 4.30pm, 
6.40pm. 8.50pm Uttle Voice 
1.30pm. 6.20pm Shakespeare In 
Love 2.50pm, 530pm. 8.10pm 
The Thki Red Une 1 2.30pm. 4pm. 
7.30pm This Year’s Love 3.50pm, 
8.25pm Vbu've Got M@fJ 2.40pm. 
5.30pm, 8.20pm 

KILBURN 

TRfCYOLE CINEMA (0171 -323 1000) 
O KBxim Titanic Town 6.30pm. 
8.45pm 

KINGSTON 

ABC OPTIONS (0870-902 0409) 
BR: Kingston A Bug's Ufe 5. 35pm 
Shakespeare in Love 2.10pm. 
5.25pm. 8.10pm This Year's Love 
2. 1 5pm. 8.20pm Vbu've Got M.ftil 
2.10pm, 5.30pm. 8 10pm 

MU5WE1JL HILL 

ODEON (08705-050007) O High- 
gate A Bug’s Ufe 2.15pm. 4.25pm. 
6.30pm The Thin Red Line 1.1 0pm. 
4.35pm. 7.50pm This fear's Love 
8. 4 5 pm You’ve Got M@H 2.30pm. 
5.30pm, 8.30pm 

PECKHAM 

PECKHAM PREMIER (01BI-235 
3006) BR: Peckham Rye Beloved 
5.05pm. 8. 30pm A Bug’s Ufe 5pm. 
7pm Enemy of State 11.50pm 
Holy Man 4.20pm. 6 50pm, 
9.20pm. 11. 50pm How Stella Got 
her Greow Back 9.05pm. 1 1 40pm 
Shakespeare In Love 7.15pm The 
Thin Red Line 1.15pm. 4.45pm. 
8.15pm This fear's Love 4.35pm. 
9.30pm feu’ve Got M@8 4.15pm. 
6.45pm. 9.15pm, 11.45pm 

PUR LEY 

ABC (0870-902 0407) BR: Purley 
A Bug's Life 6pm Hilary and Jack- 
ie 5.10pm. 7.55pm Shakespeare in 
Love 8. 1 5pm feu've Got 5pm. 

8pm 

PUTNEY 

ABC (0870-902 0401) O Putney 
Bridge A Bug’s Ufe 1.15pm Shake- 
speare in Love 2.15pm. 5.30pm. 
8.15pm This Year's Love 3.45pm. 

6. 1 5pm. 8.45pm Vbu'w Got M^UI 
2.15pm, 5.15pm, S.30pm 

RICHMOND 

ODEON (08705-050007) BR/O 
Richmond Shakespeare in Low 
12.30pm, 3.20pm, 6.30pm, 9 10pm 
The Thin Red Une 12 50pm. 
4.30pm, 8.10pm Vbu've Got M@i! 
1pm, 3.50pm, 6.30pm, 9.10pm 

ODEON STUDIO (08705-050007) 
BR/O Richmond Beloved ipm, 
4.30pm. 8.20pm A Bug's Ufe 
2.30pm, 4,50pm. 7.10pm. 9.30pm 
Hilary and Jackie 1.40pm. 7pm 
Little Vbice 4.20pm, 9.30pm This 
Year's Love 1.30pm, 4.10pm. 

, 6.40pm, 9.20pm 

ROMFORD 

ABC (0870-902 0419) BR: Romford 
A Bug's Ufe 4.40pm Holy Man 
2.30pm. 8.15pm Jack Frost 6pm 
This Year's Love 2.1 5pm. 8 35pm 
Vbu've Got M@ll 2.25pm. 5.30pm, 
8.10pm 
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ODEON LIBERTY 2 (08705-050007) 
BR: Romford Beloved 2.50pm, 
7.50pm A Bog's life 12.1 5pm. 2pm. 
4.20pm. 6.30pm. 8.40pm Holy Man 
12.45pm. 3.30pm fthnary Colors 
3pm, 5.45pm, 8.30pm Shakespeare 
in Love 12.35pm. 3.10pm. 5.45pm, 
8.1 5pm Stepmom 12.10pm The Thin 
Red Line 1 2 45pm. 4. 1 5pm, 7.45pm 
This Year's Low 1.30pm. 4.10pm. 
6.30pm. 8.50pm Urban Legend 
6.45pm. 9pm Ybu’ve Cot M@fl 
12.30pm. 3.15pm. 6pm. 8.30pm 

stdcup 

ABC (0541-555131) BR: Sidcup 
A Bug’s Life 6pm Shakespeare in 
Love 8.20pm You've Got M@il 
5.15pm. 8.15pm 

STAPLES CORNER 

VIRGIN (0870-907 071 7) BR: Crick- 
lewood A Bug’s Life 1 pm, 3.30pm. 
6pm, 8.30pm Shakespeare in Love 
3.10pm. 5.50pm. 8.50pm The Thin 
Red Line 1 . 1 5pm. 4.45pm. 8.20pm 
This Year's Love 1.30pm, 4pm. 
6.30pm, 9pm Urban Legend 2pm. 
4 .20pm, 6.45pm. 9. 1 5pm You've Got 
M@il 1pm. 3.45pm. 6.20pm. 9pm 

STRATFORD 

NEW STRATFORD PICTURE 
HOUSE {0181-555 3366) BR/O 
Stratford East A Bug’s Life 2pm, 
4. 1 5pm, 6.30pm The Thin Red Line 
1 pm. A. 30pm, 8pm This Year's Love 
1 .30pm. 4pm. 6.30pm. 9pm La Vita 
4 Bella 8.30pm Ybu’ve Got M@ii 
1 . 1 5pm. 3.45pm. 6. 1 5pm. 8.45pm 

STREATHAM 

ABC (0870-902 041 5) BR: Strefltham 
Hill Hilary and Jackie 2.10pm, 
5.25pm. 8. T 5pm The Opposite of Sex 
2.20pm. 5.25pm, 8.35pm Shake- 
speare in Love 2.25pm. 5.35pm, 
8.25pm 

ODEON (08705-050007) BR: 
Streacham Hill Beloved 12.45pm. 
4.15pm, 7.45pm A Bug’s Life 
2.35pm, 4.50pm, 6.55pm How Stel- 
la Got her Groove Back 12.20pm. 
3pm. 5.45pm. 8.25pm The Thin 
Red Une 12.40pm. 4.10pm. 7.40pm 
This Year’s Love 8.50pm You've 
Got MtgHI 12.40pm. 3.15pm. 
5.50pm. 8.30pm 

SURREY QUAY5 
UCI SURREY QUAYS (0990 
886990) ■© Surrey Quays Beloved 
1 .40pm, 5. 1 5pm. 8.55pm A Bug.'s 
Life 1pm. 2pm. 3.30pm. 4.30pm. 
6pm. 7pm, 8. 1 5pm How Stella Got 
her Groove Back 9.45pm Jack 
Frost 2.1 5pm. 4.45pm Little Voice 
6. 1 0pm (Madeline ? .20pm. 3.40pm 
Shakespeare in Love 12.45pm. 
4pm. 6.45pm, 9.30pm Stepmom 
8.25pm The Thin Red Line T . 1 5pm. 
4.50pm. 8.35pm This Year’s Love 
2.30pm, 5pm. 7.20pm, 10pm Ur- 
ban Legend 7.10pm. 9.40pm 
You’ve Got M@li 12.30pm. 
3.15pm, 6.30pm. 9.15pm 

SUTTON 

UCI 6 (0990-888990) BR: Sutton 
A Bug's Life 12.50pm. 3.30pm. 
6pm. 8.20pm Little Voice 3.40pm, 
8.50pm Madeline 9.55am. 1 2 noon. 
3pm Shakespeare in Love 1 2.35pm. 
4.05pm. 6.50pm. 9.30pm Step m om 
t ,05pm 5.45pm The Thin Red Line 
( 20pm. 4.50pm. 8.35pm This Yfsar*s 
Love 1.35pm. 3.55pm. 6.20pm. 
9.45pm You've Got M@iJ 12.20pm. 

3. 1 5pm. 6.30pm. 9. 1 5pm 

TURNPIKE LANE 

CORONET (0181-888 2519) O-Tum- 
pfte Lane. A Bug's Life 4pm. 6.30pm. 
8.40pm This fear's Love 4.05pm. 
6.20pm. 8.35pm You've Got M@i1 
3.30pm. 6pm. 8.25pm 

UXBRIDGE 

ODEON (08705-050007) eUxbridge 
A Bug’s Life 1.30pm. 4.15pm. 
6.20pm The Thin Red Line 1pm. 

4 ,25pm. 7.50pm YbuVe Got M@II 
8.40pm 

WALTHAMSTOW 
ABC (0870-902 0424) ■& Waltham- 
stow Central A Bug’s Life 4pm. 
6.05pm Shakespeare in Love 
2.10pm. 5.15pm. ,8.10pm This 
fear's Love 1.40pm. 8.2 5pm feuYe 
Got M@il1 ,55pm. 5.05pm. 8.15pm 

WALFON-ON-THAMES 
THE SCREEN AT WALTON [01932- 
252825) BR: Walton-on-Thames 
The Thin Red Line 3pm, 7.30pm 
Iteu've Got M@il 3.25pm. 6pm. 
8.30pm 

WELL HALL 

CORONET (0181-850 3351) BR: 
Eitham A Bug’s Life 4pm. 6.30pm. 
8.40pm Hideous Kinky 4.lOpm. 
6.20pm. 8.45pm 

W1LLESDEN 

BELLE VUE (0181-830 0822) «• 
Wiliesden Green A Bug’s Life 
4.30pm Kachche Dhaage 1pm 
Stepmom 6.20pm, 9pm 

WIMBLEDON 

ODEON (08705-050007) BR/O- 
Wimbledon A Bug’s Life 1.10pm, 
3.05pm. 5pm. 6.55pm Little Voice 
8.50pm Lock, Stock & TWo Smok- 
ing Barrels Tue 1 1 am Shakespeare 
in Love 2.30pm. 5.35pm. 8.20pm 
The Thin Red Line 1 2.50pm. 

4. 1 0pm, 7.40pm This Year's Love 
6.10pm. 3. 40pm You’ve Got M@D 
12.25pm. 3.10pm. 5.50pm, 8.30pm 

WOOD GREEN 

NEW CURZON (0181-347 6664) 

O Turnpike Lane Daag 8.45pm Dil 
To Pagal Kai 5.30pm Kachche 
Dhaage 2pm 

WOODFORD 

ABC (0181-989 3463) -G South 
Woodford A Bug’s Life 5.50pm Hi- 
lary and Jackie 2.50pm. 8. 1 5pm 
Shakespeare in Love 2.40pm. 
5.30pm. 8.10pm You’ve Got M@il 
2.30pm. 5.20pm. 8.10pm 

WOOLWICH 

CORONET (0181-854 5043) BR: 
Woolwich Arsenal A Bug’s Life 
4pm. 6.30pm. 8.40pm You've Got 
M@il 3.30pm. 6pm. 8.25pm 


) RIVERSIDE STUDIOS Olsp Road. W6 

>, (0171-4200100) Ifenng Stores (15) 
i. 6.45pm + My Name is Joe 8.40pm 

5 WATERMANS ARTS CENTRE High 
. Street. Brentford. Middlesex (01 81 - 
" 568 1176) U Vita 6 Bella (PG) 

i 4.45pm Earth (NC) 7pm Shake- 
7 speare in Love (1 5) 9pm 

j BRIGHTON 

I DUKE OF YORK’S (01273-602503) 
White Mgtts (NQ 2pm Ybur Friends 
and Neighbors (18) 4.15pm. 
8.50pm LaVka i Bella (PG) 6.30pm 

) 

i BRISTOL 

i CUBE (0114-907 4191) Buffalo 66 
(1 5) 6.30pm, 8.45pm 

WATBSHED (01 1 7-925 3845) La 
Vita 6 BeOa (PG) 3pm, 6pm. 8.30pm 
The Maltese Fbton (PG) 6.1 0pm La 
• Class* tie Nelgfc (15) BJ20pm 

1 CAMBRIDGE 

ARTS CINEMA {01 223-504444) La 
■ Vita e BeOa (PG) 1 2.1 5pm. 7.10pm 
: Bonnie and Clyde (18) 5pm 

CARDIFF 

: CHAPTER ARTS CENTRE (01222- 
; 399666) Rien Ne Va Plus (15) 
2.30pm. 8pm it (PS) (18) 7.30pm 

! CHICHESTER 

; NEW PARK FILM CENTRE (01243- 
I 786650) tfiary and Jackie (15) 2pm 
! La Oasse de Neige (15) 4.45pm 

|p$W|CH 

IPSWICH HLM THEATRE (01473- 
2 1 5544) La Classe de Ndge (1 5) 

6. 1 5pm Howards End (PG) 7.30pm 
Hideous lanky (15) 8.30pm 

PLYMOUTH 

PLYMOUTH ARTS CENTRE (01752- 
206114) Left Luggage (PG) 8pm 

CINEMA 

COUNTRYWIDE 

BOURNEMOUTH 

ABC (01202-558433): Antz (PG): 
Elizabeth (15): Hideous Kinky (15); 
Jack Frost (PG): Patch Adams (12): 
Shakespeare in Love (1 5) : Sear Thek: 
Insurrecciofl (PG); Stepmom (12) 

BRIGHTON 

ABC EAST STREET (01273- 
327010); A Bug’s Life (U) : Jack Frost 
(PG): Patch Adams (12); Shake- 
speare In Love (1 5): TMs Year’s Love 
(18): Vfou've Got M@il (PG) 

ODEON (0870-050007); A Bug’s Life 
(U): Little Voice ( 1 5); Madeline (U); 
My Name is Joe (15): Patch Adams 
(1 2): Shakespeare in Love (1 5): The 
Thin Red Line (1 5); This fear's Love 
(18): Ybu’ve Got M@B (PG) 

VIRGIN (0541-555145); Babe: Pig 
intheGty (U): Beloved (1 5): A Bug's 
Life (U); Jack Frost (PG): Little 
Voice (15): Madeline (U): Patch 
Adams (12): Shakespeare in Love 
(15): The Thin Red Line (15): This 
'fear’s Love (18): Urban Legend (18); 
Ybu’ve Got M@if (PG) 

BRISTOL 

WARNER VILLAGE (0117-950 
0222): Antz (PG): Beloved (15); A 
Bug's Life (U); Dr DoBttle (PG): Eliz- 
abeth (1 5): Enemy of the State (1 5): 
Holy Man (PG): Jade Frost (PG); Lit- 
tle Voice (1 5); Madeline (U); Mutei 
(U): The Parent Trap (PG); Patch 
Adams (1 2): The Prince of Egypt (U); 
Saving Private Ryan (15); Shake- 
speare in Love (15): The Thin Red 
Line (1 5): This fear’s Love (1 8): Ti- 
tanic (12): Urban Legend (1 8): Very 
Bad Things ( 1 8): La Vita e BeOa (PG); 
Ybu’ve Got M(gfl (PG) 

CANTERBURY 

ABC (054 1 -555133); A Bug’s Life 
(U): Madeline (U): Shakespeare in 
Love (15); There’s Something 
About Mary (1 5): This Year's Love 
(18); Ybu’ve Got M@i1 (PG) 

CARDIFF 

ua 12 (0870-603 4567); The Add 
House (18); Antz (PG); Beloved 
(15): A Bug's Life (U); Enemy of 
the State (1 5); Holy Man (PG): Hum 
Aapke Dil Mein Rehte Hain (PG); 
Jack Frost (PG): Little Voice (1 5); 
Lock. Stock & TWo Smoking Bar- 
rels (18); Madeline (U): The Mask 
of Zorro (PG) : The Opposite of Sex 
(18): Pleasantville (12): The Prince 
of Egypt (U); Shakespeare in Love 
(15); This Year’s Love (18); Urban 
Legend (18); Very Bad Things . 
(1 8); La Vita 6 Bella (PG) 1 . You’ve 
Got M@il (PG) 

CHELTENHAM 

ODEON (08705-050007): Babe: , 
Pig in the City (U): A Bug’s life (U); 

Dr Dalit tie (PG); Hilary and Jackie 
(15): Jack Frost (PG): Uttie Voice 
(15): Madeline (U): Mulan (U); j 
Patch Adams (1 Shakespeare in 1 

Love (15): Small Soldiers (PG): The 

Thin Red Line (15); This Year’s Lowe 
(18): Velvet Goldmine (18): You’ve 
Got M@il (PG) j 

GUILDFORD 

ODEON (08705-050007): Babe: ] 
Pig hi the City (U): Beloved (15): 

A Bug’s Life (U); Dr Dolittle (PG): 1 

Jack Frost (PG): Uttie Voice (15): 
Madeline (U): Mulan (U): Patch , 
Adams (12); Primary Colors (15): j 
Shakespeare In Love (15): The Thin , 
Red Line ( 1 5): This Year's Love (18): ] 

Urban Legend (18): La Vita i Bel- . 
ia (PG): You've Got M@i( (PG) j 

HIGH WYCOMBE 1 

UCI 6 (0870-603 4567); 

A Bug’s Ufe (U); little Voice (1 5): . 

Madeline (U): My Name is Joe (1 5): t 
The Parent Trap (PG); ffeteft Adams . 
(12); The Prince of Egypt (U): J 
ShakespearemIdue(15):Siepmom i 
(12); There’s Something About 
Mary (1 5): The Thin Red Line (1 5): i 
This Year's Love (T8): You’ve Got s 
M@il (PG) \ 


Cinema 

Repertory 


LONDON 

CINE LUMIERE Oueens berry Place. 
SW7 (0171-838 2144) L'Arche du 
Desert: British Premiere (NC) 
7.30pm 

ICA The Mall. SW1 (0171-930 3647) 
The Immigrant (NC) 5pm Chronicle 
of a Love Affair (NC) 6.30pm 
Nargess (NC) 7pm EAwencura (PG) 
8.30pm Blcycieran (U) 9pm 

THE LUX Hatton Square. N1 (01 71- 
684 0201) Rio at the Liu: Lock. 
Stock & flwo Smoking Barrels (18) 
7pm + The Acid House 8.50pm 

NATIONAL FILM THEATRE South 
Bank. SE1 (01 7 1-928 3232)1 Want 
You (18) 2.30pm. 8.30pm Kiniand 
Adams (NC) 6. 7 5pm Casablanca 
(U) 6.30pm Otphee (PG) 8.45pm 

PHOENIX High Road. N2 (0181-444 
6789) Hilary and Jackie (1 S) 3pm. 
6.10pm. 6.50pm 

PRINCE CHARLES Leicester Race. 
WC2 (0171-437 8181) Psycho (15) 

1 .30pm Antz (PG) 4pm Out of fight 
(15) 6.20pm Ronin (15) 9pm 


MAIDSTONE 

ODEON L0CHMEADOW (08705- 
050007): Antz (PG): Babe: Pig In 
the Ocy (U): Beloved (1 5); A Bug's 
Life (U); Dr Dofittie (PG): Jack Frost 
(PG); uttie Vote (1 5); Madeline (U): 
Patch Adams (12): Shakespeare In 
Love (15); Small Solcfiers (PG); The 
Thin Red Line ( 1 5) : This Year's Love 
(18); Titanic (12); Urban Legend 
(18): You’ve Got M@il (PG) 

NORWICH 

ABC (0541-560567); Antz (PG): 
Babe: Pig in the City (U): A Bug's 
Ufe (U); Jack Frost (PG): Ucde Stoke 
(15); Patch Adams (12); The Prince 
of Egypt (U); Shakespeare in Love 
(15): Sliding Doors (15); This fear’s 
Love (18): feuVe Got M@l! (PG) 

SOUTHAMPTON 
VIRGIN (0541-555132); A Bug’s 
Ufe (U); Jack Frost (PG): Madeline 
(U); Shakespeare ki Love ( 1 5); The 
Thin Red Line (1 5): This Year’s love 
(18); Urban Legend (18); Ybu’ve 
Got M@il (PG 

WATFORD 

WARNER VILLAGE (01923- 
682244): Antz (PG): A Bug’s Life 
(U): Dr Dolittle (PG); Jack Frost 
(PG); Uttie Voice (15): Madeline 
(U); Patch Adams ( 1 2); Shakespeare 
in Love (1 5): The Thki Red Line (1 5): 
This fear’s Love (18): Titanic (12); 
Urban Legend (18): La Vita & Bel- 
la (PG);You’ve Got M@U (PG) 


I theatre 

WEST END 

Ticket availability details are for to- 
. day. times and prices for the week: 
. running times include Intervals. 9 
— 5eats at all prices l — Seats at 
some prices O — Returns only 
Matinees — [ l ): Sun. [3(: Tue. [4|: 
j wed. (51: Thun [6|: Fri. [7]: Sat 

•AMADEUS David Suchet stars as 
Salieri in Peter Shafler's acclaimed 
drama. Old Vic The Cut. SEl (0171- 
928 7616) BiVG- Waterloo, Mon-Sat 
730pm. [4]|7] 2.30pm, £7.50- £30- 
180 mins. 

ft ART Tam Marmioo, Daoqy Yfebb, 
Gary Olsen in Yhsmina Sea's coni' 
edy about art and friendship Wyn- 
dham’s Charing Cross Road. VYC2 
(0171-369 1736) Leic Sq. Tue- 
Sat 8pm. (41 3pm, [7][1 1 5pm. 
£9.50- £27. 50. 90 mins. 

» BEAUTY AND THE BEAST Lav- 
ish famil y musical based on Dis- 
ney's cartoon version of the favourite 
fairy tale. Dominion Tottenham Court 
. Road, W1 (0171-656 1 888} -e Tote 
I Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, [4|]71 
2.30pm. ET8.50-E3S. 150 mins. 

• BLOOD BROTHERS Wigy Rus- 
sell’s long-running Liverpool musi- 
cal melodrama. Phoenix Charing 

1 Cross Road. WC2 (01 71-369 1 733) 

0 Leic Sq/Toct Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 
7.45pm. (51 3pm. [7J 4pm. £l 1.50- 
£32.50. 165 mins. 

1 BUDDY Musical hiog-sbow bating 
i theJjrief life of Buddy Holly. Strand 

Aldwych. WC2 (0171-930 8800) -O 
Covent Garden. Tue-Thur 8pm, Fri 
5.30pm & 8.30pm. Sat 5pm & 
8.30pm. mats [1] 4pra ElO-uQ. half 
price Friday matinees. 160 mins. 

• CATS Lloyd Webber’s musical ver- 
sion of TS Eliot's poems. New London 
Parker Street. WC2 (01 71 -405 0072) 
■©■ Corent Garden. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 
(3|[7J 3pm. £T0.50-£35. 165 mins. 

I CHICAGO Maria Friedman and Pe- 
ter Davison star in this hit ftoadway 
rrmgk-gl Addphl Maiden Lane. WC2 
(0171-344 0055) O Charing X. 
Mon-Sat 8pm, |/rjf7| 3pm. £16-£36 
(me booking fee). 1 30 mins. 

• THE COLOUR OF JUSTICE 
Dramatisation of the headline-grab- 
bing Stephen Lawrence case. Vic- 
toria Palace Victoria Street. SW1 
(0171-834 1317) BR/G- Victoria. 
Mon-Sat 7.45pm. (5) 2pm. |7| 
4pm. ends 1 3 Mar. £5-£1 5.50. 

• THE COMPLETE WORKS OF 
W ILLI AM SHAKESPEARE 
(ABRfDGBJ) Reduced Shakespeare 
Company East -forward through 37 
plays. Criterion ffccadidy Circus. W1 
(01 7 1 -369 1 747) ■©• PIcc Circ. Wed- 
Sat 8pm. (5) 3pm. [7] 5pm. )1 1 4pm. 
£10- £25. 120 mins. 

O COPENHAGEN Drama from 
Michael FY^yn about the discovery of 
the atom. Duchess Catherine Street. 
WC2 (0171-494 5075/CC 344 4444) 
■©■ Covent Garden. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
(5|[7J 2.30pm. £ 1 0-E30. 1 *5 mins. 

• DEFENDING THE CAVEMAN 

Mart Little stars in this witty and 
wise comedy about the sexes. Apol- 
lo Shaftesbury Avenue. W1 (0171- 
494 5070) O Picc Ore. Mon-Thur 
8pm. Fri-Sat 6pm & 8.45pm. £10- 
£25. cones available. 

• DR DOUTTLE Phillip Schofield 
talks to the animate in this new 
stage adaptation featuring Jim Hen- 
son Puppets. London Apollo Ham- 
mersmith Queen Caroline Soeec W6 
9 (0171-416 6022) e Hammer- 
smith. Tue-Sat 7.30pm. [4J(7| 
2.30pm. E12.50-£32.50. 150 mins. 

I GREASE Energetic stage version 
of the hit film starring Darren Day 
Cambridge Eariham Street. WC2 
(0171-494 5080) ^Covent Garden. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [4J[7| 3pm. El 0- 
£32.50. 150 mins. 

» AN INSPECTOR CALLS Stephen 
Daldry’s widely-acclaimed produc- 
tkwofJBPriertley’sthriHec Garrick 
Charing Cross Road. WC2 (01 7 1 -494 
5085) ^ Lefc Sq. Mon-Fri 7.45pm. 
Sat 8.15pm. [4| 2.30pm. (7| 5pm. 
£1 2-E29.50. 110 mins. 

t LIFT OFF issues of race are ex- 
plored in Roy Williams's new piece. 
Royal Court Upstairs (at The Am- 
bassadors) West Street WC2 (01 71 - 
565 5000) e- Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 
9pm, ends 13 Mar. E10. cones £5. 

O LITTLE MALCOLM AND HIS 
STRUGGLE AGAINST THE EU- 
NUCHS Ewan McGregor stars as the 
revolutionary activist in David Hal- 
liwell’s drama. Comedy Panton 
Street. SW1 (0171-369 1731) «• 
Picc Circ. Mon-Sat 8pm, (5J(7J 
3pm. ends 13 Mar. E7-E27.50. 

• MACBETH RufUs Sewell and Sal- 
ly Dexter portray thwarted ambition. 
Queen's Shaftesbury Avenue. W1 
(01 71-494 5040) ■©• Picc Grc. Mon- 
Sat 7.30pm. (7| 2.30pm. ends 5 Jun. 
E10.S0-E28.50. 

• THE MEMORY OF WATER Ali- 
son Steadman and Julia Sawalha star 
in this toudhing comedy about three 
sisters returning home for their 
mother’s funeral. Ybudevflle Strand. 
WC2 (0171-836 9987) BFVO- Char- 
ing X Mon-Sat 8pm. [5)(7| 3pm. £8- 
£27 50. 

• LES MIS ENABLES Musical 
dramatisation of Victor Hugo’s mas- 
terpiece. Palace Shaftesbury Avenue. 
Wt (0171-434 0909) e Picc Ore. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. {51(71 2.30pm. 
£7-£35. 195 mh». 

• MISS SAIGON Musical which re- 
sets the Madam Butterfly tragedy to 
Vietnam. Theatre Royal, Drury 
Lane Catherine Street. WC2 (0171- 
494 5060) •GCovenc Garden. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. [4)[7| 3pm. E8.50-E35. 

1 65 mins. 


ROYAL NATIONAL THEATRE 

• OUVtER: Troll us And Cresdda 
John Caird and "freror Noon direct 
Shakespeare's reioventlon of 
Homer's Greek and Trojan heroes. 
In rep. tonight 7pm. 

• LYTTLETON: Betrayal Pinter's 
wort depicts a menage & trois and 
stars Imogen Stubbs and Douglas 
Hodge in rep. today 2.30pm & 
7.30pm. ends 7 Apr. 90 mins. 

• COTTESLQ6: Guiding Star 
Jonathan Harvey's play giving a ten-' ' 
der account t£ the Bf& of HiMvg mjgh 
disaster sumror. In rep. ronighr 
7.30pm. ends 5 Apr. ISO mins. 

• NT2QOO: An Inspector Calls 
Stephen DaJdry discusses JB Priest- 
ley's morel drama. Tonight 6pm. 
Olivier & Lyttelton: £8- £27. CottCS- 
loe: £12-£1 8. NT2000: £4. cones £3. 
Day seats from 1 Cam. South B^k, 5 E i 
( 0171-452 3000) BIVG WbtErloo. 

ROYAL SHAKESPEARE CO WW ItY 

• THE pn: Bad Weather Robert 
Holman’s examinatjoa of the break- 
down in family relationships. In rep, 
tonight 7.15pm. in rep, tonight 
7. 15pm, ends 27 Apr. The Pic £l l- 
£1 8.50. Barbican Centre. EQ (01 71 - 
638 B891). BR/G Barbican. 

• YOUNG VIC* Ihik of the City 
Stephen Poliakoff’s drama explores 
mafia cordrol in the early days of TV 
andratfiafri rep. tonight 7.15pm. RSC 
at the Young Vic: E14-E20. 
The Cut. SEl (0171-928 6363). 
BR/er Waterloo. 

I SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER Hit 
1970s musical featuring legendary 
songs by the Bee Gees and starring 
Adam Garda. London Palladium Ar- 
gyll Street. W1 (01 71-494 5020) «• 
Oxford Ore. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. (4](7) 
2.30pm. E10-E32.50. 135 mins. 


First r.Ai.L. last Call 


First Call 

RUNNING ALONGSIDE Bernstein’s Candide, Trollas 
and Cress ida opens the John Caird and TTevor Nunn 
collaborative repertoire next week. Peter de Jersey 
and Sophie Okonedo lead a cast, which includes Denis 
QuiQey (right), as Shakespeare's feisty lovers fighting 
a personal battle for love against the backdrop of 
a political war between Troy and Greece. Ttoilus, 
contorted by his loyalty to both duty and love, causes 
the dissolution of beauty In tragic anti-war style. 
NaUonal Theatre London SEl (0171-452 3 000) from 15 Mar 

Last Call 

IT WOULD BE easy to scoff at the fare currently on offer 
from Stiff Little Fingers, but apparently this is all part 
of a new trend in guitar rock revival. The line -19 includes 
founder member Jake Bums, Bruce Fbxton fex-Jam), Ian 
McCallum and Steve Grant! ey. You can expect the band 
to keep the hits coming as they have a Best of album to 
promote, plus the trial run of some newmaterial from their 
studio album Hope Street 

Wedgewood Rooms, Portsmouth (01705 863911) ll Mar, 
The Forum, London NW5 (0171-344 0044) 12 Mar, 
The Leman Tree, Aberdeen (01224 642 230) 16 Mar; 
BarrouHands, Glasgow (0141-339 8383) 17 Mar 
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k SHOCKHEADED PETBt BriHiaut 
junk opera, featuring the Tiger Lil- 
lies, lyric Hamroersnltii King Street. 
W6 (0181-741 231 1) e Hammer- 
smith. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 17] 2.30pm. 
ends Apr 10. £5-£18. 

• SLAVAS SNOWSHOW Slava 

Ritminmp mtiirrK foTrgyfon ^yilh 

mesmeric show that afl ages 
back to the realms of childish defigfat 
Piccadilly Denman Street. W1 
(01 71 -369 1 734) -G Picc Ore Mon- 
Sat 7.30pm, (5I17J 2.30pm. £10- 
£27.50. 

• STARLIGHT EXPRESS Andrew 
Lloyd Webber’s hi-tech roller-musi- 
cal. ApoDo Victoria Wilton Road. 
SW1 (0171-416 6070) BR/e Vic- 
toria. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. [31(7] 3pm. 
£12.50-£30. 150 mins. 

O AMERICAN IMPORTS: THREE 
DAYS OF RAIN Drama about the 
strange legacy left to two children by 
their father Donmar Warehouse 
Eariham Street. WC2 (0171-369 
1 732) 0 Covent Garden. Mon-Sat 
8pm, ends 13 Mar. £8-E15. 

• VASSA Stage version of Maxim 
(forty's tale of a matriarch and her 
downtrodden family. Albery St Mar- 
tin's Lane. WC2 (0171-369 1730) 
•©■Leic 5q. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 151(7) 
3pm, ends 27 Mar. £5-£29.50. 

• THE WEIR Conor McPherson’s 

drama p ramining iripss nf ghne fe awl 
angels. Royal Court Downstairs (at 
the Duke Of Ybrk's) Sc Martin's 
Lane. WC2 (0T 71 -565 5000) O Le- 
ic Sq/Charing X. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
(4J[7J 3.30pm. E5-£25. 90 mins. 

• WEST SIDE STORY New pro- 
duction of Bernstein’s classic musicaL 
Prince of Wales Coven cry Street, W1 

S I 71 -839 5987) ©• Leic Sq. Mon- 
C 7.45pm. 15)17) 3pm. El 8.50- £35, 
160 mins. 

O WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND 

Lloyd Webber's musical based on the 
classic film. Aldwych Aldwych, WC2 
(0171-416 6000) eHolbom. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. (5) [71 3pm.- £10- 
£32.50. 120 mins. 

• THE WOMAN IN BLACK Susan 
Bill’s chilling ghost story. Fortune 
Russell Street. WC2 (0171-836 
2238) ©• Covent Garden. Mon-Sac 
8pm. (3) 3pm. [7| 4pm. £8.50- 
£23.50. 110 mins. 


Theatre 

Beyond The West end 

ALMEIDA THEATRE Speer Klaus 
Maria Brandauer in Esther VLlar’s 
tantalising new drama. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. mats Sat 3pm. ends 27 Mac 
E9.50-E19.50. cones available. 
Almeida Street. N1 (0171-359 
4404) e Angel, a 

BUSH THEATRE Howie the Rook- 
ie A nightmarish vision of of con- 
temporary Dublin. Mon-Sat 8pm. 
ends 13 Mar. £10, cones £7. Shep- 
herd’s Bush Green. W1 2 (01 81 -743 
3388) ■©• Shepherd's Bush. 

HAMPSTEAD THEATRE A Small 
Drop Of Ink: NO EXE REQ'D 
Black comedy about a pair of would- 
be millionaires. 10-12 Mar. 5pm & 
8pm. ends 25 Mar. £9-£ 12.50. 
cones available. Avenue Road. NW3 
(0171-722 9301 ) « Swiss Cottage. 

PtEASANCE THEATRE Blue Heart 


family (ferupdoo and reuraoa. Tue-53t 
8pm. Sun 5pm. ends 21 Mar. £12. 
cones £8. Tue - all seats £5. Carpen- 
ters Mews, off North Road. N7 
(01 7 1 -609 1 800) ^Caledonian toad. 

RICHMOND THEATRE The Btrtii- 
day Party Tiinothy West aixlPnmeL 
la Scales in Pinter's modern classic. 
Mon-Sac 7.45pm. macs Wed & Sat 
2.30pm, ends 1 3 Mar. £8-£21 . The 
Green, Richmond. Surrey (0181-940 
0088) ©■ Richmond. 


» THE MOUSETRAP Agatha 
Christie's ever-lasting who dunnit, St 
Martin's West Street. WC2 (0171- 
836 1443) & Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 
8pm. )3| 2.45pm. 17] 5pm. £10- 
£24.50. 135 mins. 

• OKLAHOMA! Maureen Lipman 
stars in the NabonaTs acclaimed pro- 
duction of Rodgers and Hammer- 
stein's cowboy versus far mhan d 
musicaL Lyceum Wellington Street, 
WC2 (0870-606 3446) & Charing 
X. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, [4][7) 2.30pm. 
ends 26 Jun. E10-E35. 

O THE PHANTOM OF THE 
OPERA Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 
Gothic musicaL Ho- Majesty's Hay- 
market. SW1 (0171-494 5400) 
O-Picr Grc. flton-Sat 7.45pm. [4)[7] 
3pm. £10-£35. 150 mins. 

p RENT Musical inspired by La Bo- 
bexne and set in modern day New 
York. Shaftesbury Shaftesbury Av- 
enue. WC2 (07000-2 II 22 1 ) G Hol- 
bom. Mon-Sac 7.30pm. (4) (7) 3pm. 
£12. 50- £32 .50. 160 mins. 

I RICHARD B Robert iindsay stars 
as the historical vfllain. Savoy Strand. 
WC2 (01 71-836 8888) O Charing 
X/Ernbankment. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, 
171 2.30pm. £10- £27.50. 


TRICKLE THEATRE Paddy Irish- 
man, Paddy Englishman and ftxl- 
dy~? Detian Croghan’s new piece 
kickjngat the male tithe spades. Mon- 
Fri 8pm, Sat 4.1 5pm 6 8.1 5pm. mat 
today 4pm. ends 20 Mar. £8-£1 3.50. 
cones available. Kifoum High Road, 
NW6 (0171-328 1000) e Nlbum. 


Theatre 

COUNTRYWIDE 


ALDERSHOT 

WEST END CENTRE Macbeth VoL 
cano Tbeatre’s physical production 
of Shakespeare’s dark taie. Tonight 
8pm. £6, cone? €5 Quean’s Road 
(01252-330040) 

BASINGSTOKE 

HAYMARKET THEATRE Draco la 
Stage adaptation of Bram Stoker's 
chilling horror story. Mon -Sat 
7.45pm. mat today 3pm, ends 13 
Mar. £9.50-£1 5.50. cones available 
Wore Street (01256-465566) 

BATH 

THEATRE ROYAL Oeo. Camping, 
Emmanuefle anti Dick Tcny John- 
son’s play looks at the Carry On ac- 
tors. Today 2.30pm Si 7.30pm. ends 
13 Mar. £9-£22.50 Sawdose 
(01225-448844) 


. USTINOV STUDIO AT THE THEATRE 
1 ROYAL Electra Kenneth McLeish’s 
' I m b bBib translation of Sophoctes* 

5 story of torrid family conflkt Tue-Sat 
: 7.45pm. mats Wed & Sat 2.45pm. 

' ends 13 Mar. £8.50. cones £5.50 
1 Sawdose (01225-448844) 

t BRIGHTON 

. THEATRE ROYAL The Weir Conor 
. McPherson’s drama about ghosts 
. and any!* Mon-Sat 7.45pm, macs 
Tue 2.30pm. Sat 4pm. ends 1 3 Mar. 
E7.50-E15.50. cones available Bond 
Street (01273-328488) 
l 

5 CAMBRIDGE 

> CAMBRIDGE ARTS THEATRE 
Hushabye Mountain Jonathan Har- . 
vet’s new play with the twin setting 
of Heaven and Garth. Tue-Sat 
7.45pm, mat Sat 2.30pm. ends 1 3 
Mar. £5-£ 1 4.50 St Edwards Passage 
r (01 223-503333) 

' CHICHESTER ’ 

CHICHESTER FESTIVAL THEATRE 
Pirates of Penzance Paul Nicholas 
stars in this swash-buckling re- 
working of the Gilbert and Sullivan 
: classic. 10-13 Mar. 7.30pm. E5.50- 
. £2 1 . cones available Oak lands Park 

, (01243-781312) 

i COLCHESTER 

: MERCURY THEATRE The La- 
dykHers Stage adaptation of the 1955 
Eating Comedy classic. Mon-Wed 
i 7.30pm. Thur-Sat 8pm. ends 27 Mar. 

E7.50-E1 5.50. cones available Balk- 
■ erne Gate (01 206-573948) 

! GUILDFORD 

YVONNE ARNAUD THEATRE Sud- 
denly Last Summer Tennessee 
! Williams's chilling tale of motherly 
lore starring Sheila Gish as a wealthy 
widow determined to avenge the 
mysterious death of her only son. 
Mon-Thur 7.45pm. Fri-Sat 8pm. 
mats Thur 6 Sat 2.30pm. ends 1 3 
Mar. £!0-£12.50. cones available 
Mlllbrook (01483-440000) 

HARLOW 

HARLOW PLAYHOUSE Rock’n’RolI 
and Barbirolli Two ex -offenders 
struggle ito come to terms with their 
past crimes and future lives in 
Michael Wilcox's new play. 10 & 11 
Mar. 8pm. £7-E8. cones E6-E7 The 
High (01279-431945) 

LEICESTER 

HAYMARKET THEATRE A Passion- 
ate Woman Eay MeBor’s poignant 
comedy about a Leeds mum trying to 

rrvnp tn tprms « wth her sctife inunun i t 

marriage. lie-Sat 7.30pm. mat today 
2.30pm. ends 20 Mar. E630-E1450. 
cones available Belgrare Gate (01 1 6- 
253 9797) 

MAOfERN 

MALVERN THEATRES Proposals 
Neil Simon's comedy about an ex- 
tended family reunion. Mon-Sac 
8pm. mats Wed S Sat 2.30pm. ends 
13 Mar. £10-£16. cones available. 
Grange Road (01684-892277) 

NEWBURY 

WATERMILL THEATRE More Tak- 
ing Heads Janet Brown, Patricia 
England and Sophie Lawrence bring 
Alan Bennett’s superb monologues 
to Die. Tue-Sat 7.30pm. mats Thur 
& Sat 2.30pm, ends 13 Mar. £6- 
£16.50 Bagnor (01635-46044) 

NORWICH 

NORWICH ARTS CBtTRE The aid- 
ed Cage Stay of a young giri who 
leaves fttfand fora rich soddy Tonight 
8pm. £6. cones £4 Reeves Yard, St 
Benedict's Street (01603-660352) 

POOLE 

POOLE ARTS CENTRE Bamum BoD 
up for Peter Duncan’s performance 
in this classic musicaL Mon-Sat 
7.45pm. macs Wed & Sat 2.30pm. 
ends 13 Mar. £12-£I8.50. Mngland 
. Road (01202-685222) 

READING 

THE MLL AT SONN1NG Laura Stage 
adaptation of the 1940s film thriller 
Mon-Sat 8.15pm (dinner 6.15pm). 
macs Sat 2.15pm (lunch 12.30pm). 
ends 27 Mar. £2 1S5-E3235 ind meal 
Sonning Eye (01 1 8-969 8000) ! 

S OUTHA MPTON 1 

NUFHELD THEATRE The fin Game 
Joss Ackland and Dorothy Tbtin in 
thissensitireatdfunpydraoawhidi 1 
centres around a lengthy game of Gm 
Rummy. Mon-Thur 7.30pm, Fri & Sac '■ 
8pm, mats Thur 1 .30pm. Sac 4pm. I 
ends 13 Mar. £9. 50-El 3.50 Uni- I 
versity Road (01703-671771) j 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 1 

THE OTHER PLACE The Dispute 
Marivaux’s quasi-saentific drama. * 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. mat Sat 2.30pm. 
ends 20 Mar. £1 0-E19. COncs avail- 
able. Southern Lane (01 789-295623] 

WESTCUFF-ON-SEA 
QJFFS MUON Lana - The Last Ser- 
enade A muscal trflrate to legendary 
singer Mario Lanza. Mon-Sac 7.30pm, 
mats Wed & Sat 2 30pm. ends 13 Mac 
£11 -£1750. Scalier Road (01702- 
351135) 

RUACE THEATRE CENTRE Twelfth * 
Night Northern Broadsxfes's ac c 
oesEUeproductioii, directed by Bar- \ 
rie Suttee Mon-Sat 8pm. mats Wed 1 
2.30pm. Sat 4pm. ends 13 Mar. fc 
£6.5Q-£14.50, cones available Lorv- 5 
don Road (01 702-342564) f 

WINDSOR I 

THEATRE ROYAL Joseph and the V 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoac ( 
Muacalvadofltitbe Bible stay Mon- k 
Sat 8pn, mats MoaFM, Sat 5pm, foe- a 
Thur. Sat 2pm. ends 13 Mac E6-E25 1 

Thames Street (01 753-853888) f 


EXHIBITIONS CLASSICAL 


• BATH 

’ MUSEUM OF COSTUME Primitive 
Screak: Helen Storey and Dr Kate 
Storey Collaboration between a 
fashion designer and a biologist 
r Mon-Sun 10am-5pm. ends 1 1 Apr. 
s £3.90, cones £3.50, child £2.90, 

> group cones. Assembly Rooms, 

. Bennett Street (01 225-477789) 

1 THE ROYAL PHOTOGRAPHIC 
SOCIETY Memory and Skin: Joy 
Gregory Interactive photographic 
installation, part of I0x9B for Photo 
*98. Mon-Sun 9.30am-5.30prn. 

, ends 2 1 Mar. £2.50. cones £1 .75. 

: The Octagon Galleries. Milsom 
J Street (01225-462841) 

’ BEXHILL 

DE LA WARR RttOJON Edward We- 
ston Photographs by the respe c t ed 
lensman. Mon-Sun 10anv6pm,ends 
j 21 Mar. free. (01424-787949) 

i BRISTOL 

ARNOLHNl Accelerator Wbrkby an 
! international group of contempo- 
rary artists, jni-liirfTTfg Hilar y LJpyd, 
Ako Sasao and Suzy Spence. Afcn-Sat 
1 0am-7pm. Sun 1 2noon-6pm. ends 
28 Mar. free. Narrow Quay (01 17- 
; 929 9191} 

I 

CAMBRIDGE 

Picasso and Matisse Prints, draw- 
ings and ceramics fr o m the muse- 
um’s collection. Ends 1 1 Apr. 

Recent Acquisitions of Contem- 
porary American Prfats Early etch- 
ings of the East Coast, lithographs. 

; woodcuts and screenprints. Tue-Sat 
, 10am-5pm, Sun 2.1 5pm-5pm. ends 

. 2 May free. Trumpington Street 
; (01223-332900) 

| LONDON 

, BARBICAN ART GALLERY Africa 
by Africa: A Photographic View 
More than 200 images from sub- 
Sarahan Africa. 

Picasso and Photography: The Dark 
Mirror More than 300 worts explore 
the Spanish master’s relationship 
with photography Mon. Thur-Sat 
10am-6.45pm. Tue 10am-5.45pm, 
Wed IOam-7. 45 pm. Sun 12noon- 
6.45pm. ends 29 Mar. £5. cones £3. 
from Mon-Fri £3 after 5pm. Silk Street. 
EC2 (0171-6384141) e Barbican. 

DESIGN MUSEUM Mini: Forty 
Years of a Design Icon Mini's 
designed by celebrities mark the 
40th anniversary of the vehicle. 
Ends 9 May. 

Modern Britain 1927-1939 A 
stoefy on the important period after 
the Great War including the work of 
Frauds Bacon. Raul Nash and Bar- 
bara Hepworth. Mon-Sun 1 1 .30am- 
6pm. ends 1 8 JuL £5.25, cones £4 
(to museum). Shad Thames. SEl 
(0171-378 6055) ^ Tower Hill. 

HAYWARD GALLERY Patrick 
Caulfield Cokmrful pa mtmgshy the 
leading British artist. Mon. Thur-Sun 
1 0am-6pm. Tue 6 Wed 1 0am-8pm, 
ends 1 1 Apr. £6. cones £4, family 
£12. Belvedere Road. SEl (0171- 
960 4242) BR/e- Waterloo. 

NATIONAL GALLERY Portraits by 
Ingres Mqjor exhibition of painting 
and drawing by the 19th-century 
French artist Mon. Tue. Thur-Sun 
1 0am -6pm. Wed 1 0am-1 0pm. ends 
25 Apr. £6, cones £4, Wed £4 7pm- 
1 0pm. Trafalgar Square. WC2 (01 71 - 
747 2885) «■ Charing Cross. 

ANTHONY D’OFFAY Andy Warhol 
Sculpture and pai n ti n gs. Mon-Fri 
1 0am-5.30pm, Sat 1 0am-1 pm. ends 
11 Mar. free. Dering Street. W1 
(0171-499 4100) Bond Street. 

ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS Monet 
in the 20th Century Eighty passings 
produced after 1900- Mon-Thur Sun 
9am -6 pm. Fri & Sat 9am-l0pm. 
aids 18 Apr. £9. cones £6. child (12- 
18) £3. child (8-1 1) £1.50. Burling- 
ton House. PfccacHly. W1 (0171-300 
8000) -G Green Park. 

NORWICH 

NORWICH CASTLE MUSEUM The 
Nancy BaUbur Collection Sculpture, 
painting and ceramics bequeathed 

to the Contemporary Art Society 
Mon-Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 2pm- 
Spm, ends 5 May. £2.40. cones 
£1.60, child £1.10. family £5.90. 
Castle Meadow (0 1 603-223624) 

ST ALBANS 1 

MUSEUM OF ST ALBANS The Peo- J 

pie’s Art Eblk art including textiles, 

and ceramics. Mon-Sat 1 0am-5pm. 

Sun 2 pm- 5 pm. ends 9 May. free. * 
Hatfield Road (01727-819340) ; 

STIVES j 

ST IVES TATE GALLERY Displays 1 
1 998-9: Partnerships and Practice J 
Pointings and ceramics from the 
second naif of the eenhuy plus a se- 
lection of contemporary wort 
Quoit Montserrat: veronica Ryan 
Marble sculpture linking St Ives 
with Montserrat Mon-Sat 11 am- ] 
7pm, Sun 1 1am-5pm. ends 1 1 Apr. f 
£3.50. cones £2. Porthmeor Beach j 
(01736-796226) ; 

SWANSEA 

GLYNN VIVIAN ART GALLERY ( 
ifenice Through Canaletto's Eyes 1 
Twenty-three paintings and drawings | 
by the^ Ifenetian artist Tie-Sum 0am- a 
5pm. ends 14 Mar. free. Alexandra « 
Road (01792-651738) f 

WOLVERHAMPTON 1 

WOLVERHAMPTON ART C 
GALLERY Disasters of Wan Cal- t 
tot, Goy a> Deselections from three S 
artists' war etchings. Mon-5at I 
luam-spm, ends 20 Mar. free. Uch- £ 
field Street (01 902-552055) S 


BRISTOL. 

ST GEORGE'S BRANDON HILL 
Smith Quartet Recent British quar- 
tets. Tonight 8pm. £8. cones £6. 
Brandon Hill (0117-923 0359) 

LONDON 

BARBICAN HALLLSO/Prevm Nhugh- 
an TOfiams's 5tb Symphony and Bril- 
ten’s Spring Symphony. Tonight 
7.30pm. £6.50- £32. Barbican Centre. 
EC2 (0171-638 8891) ^Moorgate. 

ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL Orchestra 
of Welsh National Opera Fbpufar 
favourites from the opera. Tonight 
730pm. £6.50- £23.50. South Bank. 
SEl (0171-960 4242) BR/^ Wa- 
terloo. 

PORTSMOUTH 

THE GUODHAU. Bournemouth Sym- 
phony Ordiestra/Kreizbefg Songs fry 
Mahler and Schmidt’s 4th Symphony. 
Ibnjght 730pm. E5.50E1 9. GutidhaD 
Square (01705-824355) 


EVENTS 


LEOMINSTER 

HEREFORD CHEESEMAKING 7 
Watch the tratfiborral handnndnngaf \ 
Little Hereford cheese in a rural set- 
ting. Hereford Cheesemaking The - 
Pteck (01 568-720307) Today Kkm. 
5.30pm. £ 1 .25. cones 75p. 

LONDON 

TAM TAM THEATRE Magical tales 
for under fives told by Marten Ifcr- ? 
meulen. Generations Playcfob, Tti*» 
graph Hilt Lower Park £r (anger 
Road. 5E 1 * 101 7 1 -639 0708) Tube: 
New Cross Gate Today 1 lan. 50p. • . 


MUSIC 

Pop 


Dance 


CAMBRIDGE 

CORN EXCHANGE Stomp A witty 
and dynamic rhythmic symphony. 
Tue-Thu 7.30pm. Sun 2.30pm. Fri & 
Sat 6pm 69.30pm. ends 14 Mar. £5- 
£22. Wheeler Street (01 223-35785 1 ) 

EASTBOURNE 

GONGRES5T>EAfKE Northern Bal- 
let Theatre Present: Carmen Ras- 
sfooate and poeetibl dance drama set 
to Bizets score. Tonight 7.30pm. 
ends 1 3 Mar. £8, 50- £20. concsavtil- 
abte. Compton Street (01323-412000) 

LONDON 

QUEEN ELIZABETH HALL Spring 
Loaded: Rkharti Alston Dance Com- 
pany Triple-bill from the celebrated 
tfanr*» w uiip ar y wtiriiiy Mmwwihi 
from Petrushka and Waltzes in Dis- 
order 10-1 3 Mar, 7.45pm. £1 0-£l 3. 
South Bank Centre. SEl (01 71-960 
4242) BR/G- Waterloo. 

SADLERS WELLS Green Candle 
Dance Company presents On the 
ItoadtoBaghdadAsveBbtndliigfu- 
skm of dance, music andstoryteffing. 
Tue & Fri 7.30pm. Wed 1pm & 
7.30pm. Thu 1pm. Sat 2.30pm & 
7.30pm. Sun 2.30pm. ends 13 Mar. 
E5-E17.50. Rosebery Avenue, EC1 
[0171-863 8000) e Angel. 


Literature 


CANTERBURY 

FRENCH WRITERS TOUR Patrick 
ChamoiseBU, IbharBen Jellounand 
Emmanuel CarTere, all authors writ- 
ing in French. Waters tone’s Book- 
shop St Margaret's Street 
(01 227-456343). Tbnlght 7 pm. £3. 

LONDON 

GERMAINE GREER The eminent 
fc miuatfa oadiatig wcarienri caad^ 
tfwr talks about The Whole Woman. 
Friends Meetfag House Euston Road 
NW11 (0171-794 1098) O-Euston. 
Tonight 7.30pm. £10. cones £750. 


BRIGHTON 

GLBYN T1LBROOK The South Lao- - 
don songsrokh from Squeeze. Paw«oa . . 
Theatre New Rood (01 273-709709). ’ 
Tonight 8pm. Phone for prices. 

BRISTOL J A 

STIFF UTO£ FINGERS Ulster punk . r.V 
veteran Jake Burns, with Ex-Janun ■. J 
bassist Bruce Fbxton in the tine-up. - 
Anson Rooms, Bristol University 
Queens Road (01 1 7-954 5800) . 
Tonight 8.30pm. £10. 

CAMBRIDGE 

FARRELL AND BLACK US bfoes . 
rockers. Boat Race East Road 
(01 223-508533) Tonight 8pm. £7. 

PLYM OUTH 

STEPS Kids' favourite chart dance- 
pop quintet The Pavilion Armada' 
Why (01 752-229922) Tonight 8pm. 

El 4.50. 

TAMWOKTH 

HUGH CORNWELL The ex-Stran- 
glen frontman gone solo. Assembly — 
Rooms Corporation Street (01 827 i -. 
709618) Tonight 7.30pm.. £10. ,, 
cones £9- .. ... 

TIVBtTON 

SPEAR OF DESTINY Kirk Braodanh • 
post-punk rockers. The Tube Gold j. 
Street (01884-258534) Tonight W 
8pm phone for prices. r \ 

LONDON 

UNDERWORLD fieaucot^) Fith ah -'y. 
bum tour for the dance-crossover 
crew. Astoria Charing Cross Road •* 
WQ (01 71 -434 0403) OTottenham . 
Court Road. Tonight phone for V ' 
availability. 

THE SAMURAI SEVEN. THE FOUR ' 
STOREYS, NORK LAW John Ref# .. 
Scrimds O/Tfe Suburbs boprfiila Up- . 
stabs at the Garage Highbury Cor- 
ner (0171-607 1818) Bft Hlghbivy . 5 
6 Isingtor. Tonight 9pm. £10. .. .. : 

CUFF RICHARD Sir CETs 40fh an- 
niversary season. Royal Albert KaH 
jtensington Gore. SW7 (0171-589 ‘ : - 
82 1 2) O High Street Kensington. 
Tonight 6.45pm. £20-£35. 


Music 

jazz, world. Folk 


V : ■ 


COMEDY 


BEDFORD 

AL MURRAY THE PUB LAND- 
LORD - LATE LOCK-IN *99 AT 
CORN EXCHANGE, BEDFORD In- 
novative one-man character comedy 
Tbnfghr 8pm. phone for prices. St 
Paul s Square (01234-269519). 

COLCHESTER 

THE STANDING OVATION COME- 
DY CLUB AT FREDS BAR CAFE Top 
stand-up With Adtfy Borah, Geordie 
gassier John Ebtheigifl and MC 
Adam Crow. Tonight 9pm. £10. 
mams £8. East HHI (01 245-381 300). 

LONDON 

CAM3EN LOCK COMEDIT REVUE AT 
THE LOCK TAVERN Stand iqi session 
with Botan Banks .MaAFteB cfamanD 
and NkFW. Tonight 9. 1 5pm, 050, 
niOTs £2: m’sHp 5. Oiak Farm Road. 
NW1 (0171-387 1164) ■©■Camden 
Town. 

JONGLEURS BATTERSEA AT JON- 
GLEURS. BATTERSEA Red Nose 
show in aid of Comic ReHef fotight 
8.30pm. £15. Lavender Gardens. 
SW1 1 (0171-564 2500) BR: Clapham 
Junction. 


Clubs 


BRISTOL 

INHOUSE AT CAFE BLUE Garage 
and harfhouse night Tonight 9pm- 
2am. £3. The Old Rre Station, Sil- 
ver Street (0! 1 7-940 5626) 

CARDIFF 

WEDNESDAYS AT OWB IFOR 
BACH Jazz, funk, breakbeat, 
and retro. Tonight 9pm-late. £2.50. 
£2 before 1 1 pm. Womanby Street 
(01222-232199) 

LONDON 

CHNA BONGOS AT THE OMC Up- 
beat, cinematic beakbest from Anqy 
Smith. Charlie Dark and Rob Da 
Bank- Tonight 10pm -late, £5. mems 
£3. Gerard Street. Wl O Leicester 
Square (0171-734 9836] 


BIRMINGHAM 

JUNE TABOR Tbe fine interpreter of :'••••'■ 

British fidk song, mac Carmen HE Fbik. ^ 
(0121-440 3838) Tbnl^it 8pm. 095, ; . j 
cones £5.60. - -j 

FARNHAM ~ *J 

HARP AND SOUL Harp anisic from. '} 
around the ^obe. The Mattings 'i 
George Square (01252-726234). 'V 
Tonight 7.30pm. £7. cones £4. : f-j 

NOTTINGHAM v-X 

PHIL WARE QUARTET Malt Cross . 
Music Hail St James’s Street NGT . - > '. 
(0115-941 1048). Tonight 8.30pm.- 
£5. cones £4. 

sutton i 

BRUCE ADAMS Mainstream and, ,.- 
swing trumpet star Secombe Theatre - 
Cheam Road SMI (0181-770 6990) 

BR; Sutton. Tonight 8.30pm.. £4. - - 

LONDON 

KEN COLYER TRUST BAND Ifeff - 
Orleans style jazz dance. 100 Oub ■ 
Ox/bnd Street Wl (0171-6360933) ' 

■©■ Oxford Orcus. Tonight 7.30pm. . » • 
phone for prices- 

GEOFF S1MKINS, RICHARD BUS»- .; 
AKIEWKZ Alto and piuao-tai jw 
606 Oub Lots Road. SW10 pi?t? | 
352 5953) ■©■ Fulham Broadway -3c | 
Tonight 9.30pm & l2mkWght£455. Jj 

ART FARMER/STAN TRACEY-.-. I 
QUARTET Ijiricaltrmnpe^piaM > ::>;1 
pairing. Pizza Express Jazz . 

Dean Street Wl (0171-439 

0 Tottenham Court Road. TbmgM 

8.30pm. £15. ■ -iZM 

GEORGE MELLY AND JOHN 
CHOON-S FSTWARMBS Veteran ; 
reoonteur and Sattiimostyfeds^l . 

Pfaa on the ftrit Knteht*ridge W 
(01 71 -235 5273) ^Hyde Pa* 0% .y..m 
nec 9.1 & 11 , 15pm. £20 ** ‘ 

MONTY ALEXANDER TRIO 
maican piano populist. Ron™* 
Scort’5 Frith Street Wl (0171-439 
0747) O Leicester Square- 9pfi) ■* 

1 i .30pm. £12, mems £4. .■ ■ 

UANE CARROU.Theainger®5? 
anlst bridging jazz, sold and 
Vortex Stoke Newington 
Street. N16 (0171-2S4 65TJJ -^ 
BR: Stoke Newington. Tbnlgtu - vsi 
8.30pm. £6. cones £4' ■ 
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Wednesday Radio 


RADIO 1 

(9H6-998MHZFM) 

Smon Maya 

J™®”**"-' Gening Sessioa ^ f 
1AOO Move Update viSh Wtek Ker- 
moda 'KM jc^n Peel 12D0 GBes 
P^WV 2LOO CSw Vtefraa 4JOO - 
A 3 #ScottM 9 & 

RADIO 2 

(88302MHz FM) 

*AO Sarah Kennedy, 730 Wate 
Up to Wogaa 9^0 Ken Brnca 

1200 Army Vbung. aoo BS Stew, 
art &05 Johnnie.Vtelker. 700 Mck 
Barradough. 800 Mice Hanfrig. 
900 Berry Gortiyte Molovwi. 1000 
lop of the Pops 2on 2 . kuo 

rachardABnsoaf 200 LymPar- 
sona 300 - 400 Alex Lesfec 

RADIO 3 

(902324MHz FM ) 

900 On Air. 

900 Masterwortca 
1000 Artist of the Wfeek. 
tlOO Somd Stories 
1200 Composer of the Week: 

De*u& 

100 Ttie RacSo 3 LunchBme Con- 
cert A concert given at last yeart 

A'^txrgh Festival by Bya ttin (pj- 
ar»J. Scriabin: Etudes, Op 8 Nos 2 
.and 4; Plano Sonata No 2 (Sonata- 
Fantasia); Two Poems, Op 32. Rach- 
maninov: Melody bi E, Op 3 No 3; 
Moment musical n E flat minor. Op 
16 No 2 Daisies, Op 38 No 3; Piano 
Sonata No 2 in B flat rrtnor, Op 36 
(revised version) 

200 The BBC Orchestras. 

400 Chora! Evensong. 

500 In TUne 

700 Performance on a Scottish 
Opera gives the British stage pre- 
miere of Defiusfc cotourfii interpreta- 
tion of themes freely drawn from 
Wagner^ Tristan und teokte’. Leva 
deah, transfiguration, poison, fateful 
voyages, wise men and rtpefoous 
lowers al play a part in this mythic 
tale of a quest for tha fountain of 
youth set in the Florida Everglades 
Introduced by Linda Ormfeton. 

Stephen Atervteror (Solano), Anne 
tat&n soprano (Wbfowa). Stafford 
Dean, bass (Wfepanacki), Jonathan 
Veira, bass (lalum HacfoX Scottish 
Opera Chorus and 
Orohe stra /Riehard Armstrong. See 
PfCkofJhg Day. _ 

9-40 Postscript Hvb commissioned 
poems blendhg wards and sound. 


PICK OF THE Day 


MONICA LEWINSKY 


and Woman's Hoar a Oam R4> 
this morning: the ‘'forme* White 
House intern" will fa ee a gentle 
grilling from Jenni Murray and no 
doubt be fiared to reveal all about 
the Andrew Morton biography. 

There's a efanw to hear the 
British stage premiere nf Define s 
opera The Magic Fountain in 
Performance on 3 (7 -3flpm E3) 


perfiormed by Scottish Opera: a 
lose story that takes its cue from 
Whgner's Tristan and Isolde, it 
involves a quest for eternal youth 
in the Florida Everglades. 

m Self brings a secular slant 
to the story of the Resurrection 
in Lent Talks: the Dove 
Descending (8.45pm R4> and 
argues that it bears an un canny 
resemblance to sci-fi. 

Dominic Cavendish 



3: Mark Beeson: The Blue Monkeys 
of Zomba*. A poem written by a po- 
et-curo-biotagist about his research 
on monteys in Malawi 
10410 Ensembla. Ferny Gore intro- 
duces a recital byTasmin Little (yk>- 
En) and Piers Lane (piano), inducing 
a famous Beethoven sonata and a 
sequence of tofipops. Kreister Prae- 
foefom and Alegra Bestfhoven: Vlofin 
Sonata In F, Op 24 (Spring). Bgan 
SaLrt cf amour RaSa: Spanish Dance 
(La vida breveX Ponca arr Heifetr 
Estreffita. 

KL4S Mg^rt Waves. Thot^t most of 
the crew and cast had never made a 
tin, the BrazSan film ‘Central Sta- 
tion 1 , centring on the story of a cyni- 
cal midete-aged writer and 
orphaned boy, has been picking up 
awards and touching audtences 
around the world. Laura Cumming 
(Sscusses this powerful portrait of 
modem Brazil as it opens in Britain 
1190 Jazz Notes 
124)0 Composer of the Week. (R) 
100 - 64K) Through the Mght 
RADIO 4 
(924346MHz FM ) 

64)0 Today. 

94W Budget Cat 0870 OK) 0444 
945 Serial: Pleasures of the labia 
104)0 NEWS; Wbmanb Hour. See 
Pickofthe Day. 

HOO NEWS; Crufta 
1L30 Our Man at Wembley. (R) 
124)0 NEWS; you and Ybure 
14)0 The World at Ona 
190 Insptationl. 

24)0 NEWS; The Archers 
245 Afternoon Play: Wbmen on 
Love. 


34)0 Gardeners’ Question Tina 
3^0 Shorelines. (R) 

945 This Sceptred Isfa (R) 

4- 00 NEWS; Alin the Mind 
44)0 Thinkng AllowecL 

5 - 00 PM. 

64K) Six OCtock Newa 
630 BaByfenon. (R) 

74)0 NEWS; The Archera 
736 Front Row Mark Lawson with 
the arts programme - 
145 The Cry of the Bittern. An envi- 
ronmental drama by Tm Jackson. 
With Ian Pepperel, Kefley Hunter and 
Rachel Atkins 08/30). 

84)0 NEWS; The Moral Maza 
Mchael Bu&k, Jaiet Daley; Madsen 
Pine, lan Hargreaves and David 
Cook investigate foe moral questions 
behind the weekfe news. 

&AS LentTaks. The Dove De- 
scenrSngT. WrftErs from a variety of 
raigious perspectives offBr their 
views on the Easta - story Controver- 
sial noveSst and joumafist W0 Self 
considers the story of the Passion 
and Resurrection from a secuiar 
point of viewt and tSscovers a strik- 
ing resemblance to science fiction 
See Pick of foe Day. 

94)0 The Ramp, mtefc new biSon- 
pound sicon chip piant near Dubin 
was gearfog up to production last 
summer when a world semiconduc- 
tor crisis struck. Peter Day reports. 
990 Midweek. Libby Paves and 
guests engage in lively conversation. 
104)0 The Vtorfd Tonight With 
Justii Webb. 

1030 Budget Response From the 
shadow ChanceJIoc 
1035 Book at Bedtime: Ernest 
Hemingway Centenary - The Sun Al- 


Satellite and Cable 


SKY I III— II 

500 The Bomber Boys ( 095 ) (— 847 $ 
Z 45 Hcn» Front p 987 ) ( 406757 B 8 ) &30 
Forever Low fee^ ( 3272721 ^ 1 U 5 Its 
Bomber Bbys fB 85 ? ( 493 S« 17 )r 13 b tWte 
Donft- Utde torts Story (B 87 ) 1 * 2788 ; 
4 JOO Home front (B 67 ) (W 03 ) 6-00 For- 
ewerLcwe (S 9 Q (B 3 S 0 C|. 130 -Barry Ncr- 
manb F*n Night (B 1 C 7 ). BjOO Addcted to 
Lowe ( 897 ) ( 5667 $. KMN) Qnsse Rotas 
F'fic ( 697 ) ( 106738 ). tLSOAma Karenina 
(S%D ( 7577 MX 140 The Proprietor ( 60 G) 
( 563594 ) & 3 S Ncrlh Star ( 895 ) (M 09 P 01 X 
SKY — ilVMiHI M 

ZOO Moris Itegfc ( 6756 ^. 790 Femmes 
Watoe 0609774 ) 8 » Action Heroes 
(Z 2516 SZ) 600 Vertl ( 683 ) ( 3523065 ^ 
f— Snowboard Academy ( 997 ) 
( 4835656 ^ uOO Movie Magic (B 6838 ) 
190 Femnes Fatales ( 5787316 ). 2 i 5 
Action Heroes ( 77 S 9107 X 390 \flnK ( 683 ) 
paBW 72 ). 0 J 5 AI tee Witere That Have 
Been ( 697 ) ( 94504959 - ZOO Snowboard 
Academy ( 697 ) (T 671 X 630 B News 
Wteek h Rariew P 381 ), 600 Mare Attacks! 
(6961 ( 96 TOO.SaeHckoftf>eOay. 1 lJOO 
CXictafcw Hjtfiwsy ( 637 ) ( 52956 ^ 1290 
Bwtehed beWnel Bars r 69 S) &Z7S0B\. 

605 Someone Bs^ America ( 8 B 5 ) 
( 45578 ^. 3^40 Friday the 13 th ( 60 C| 
( 7632 Q. 549 • ZOO Al tea Wtetera ThK 
Hare Been ( 697 ) ( 33308276 ) 

SKY CMRMA 

490 Notorious ( 64 Q ( 7 TS 2671 ) 6lOO City 
That Never Sieepe ( 659 ) ( 256572 C |.890 
Tba.UEhteoreemen ( 668 ) C 2 S 6756 S). 

It 3 o Qiant ( 65 Q ( 692089 ( 9 . UB Uoty- 
wODd Alans & Monsters ( 3362695 ). 255 
Abbott and GostaOo Meet Dr Jeky< and A* 
Hyde (SSSJ ( 624814(9 4 J 5 The Euro- 
peans (BTSft (48883459 645 Closa. 


PICK OF THE Day 


090 Vtanya on 42 nd Steel ( 694 ) 
( 467294 ). 600 The UnbeSwatte Truth 
( 690 ) P 264672 C 9 . 9 L 35 The Muse of 
Chance ( 69 S? pt 7368 ^ tMOTMnge 
Change ( 668 ) ( 2570099 ) UO Sweet 
Sinai of Success ( 667 ) (B 454625 ). 295 • 
690 Red Beard (t 965 ) ( 5656643 C^ 


490 FfeWng Ad wrmos ( tgt 6 S 7).490 A 
Rfvar Somewhere (TQ 7 B 71 V 590 Tine 
TrairelBfs ( 7039297 X S 90 76 rra X 
(KZ 8923 ) 690 WWM» SOS (H 25836 X 
690 Adverttuee of the Quest ( 30462 ^. 
TOO The Queet (H 3830 Q). 890 Mysreri- 
ou 9 VVbridp 38094 S).a 90 <>BatureEFarv 

tastic ( 2 B 48 MX SbOO Seewhina far Lost 
Woride 099456 ). See Pick of tfre Day. 


i tim BURTON has- always' had a 

■ ifaaKhgimagiriah 'mi — «s any rmp 

who has seen Beetlejuice or 
Edward Scissorhands can 
testify. He brings the same 
off-beat -visual style to Mars 
Attacks! (9pm Sky Moviemax), 
a quirky sci-fi comedy based on 
a series of trading-cards. As you 
might expect. Jack Nicholson 
{right) and Glam Close play it 
to the hilt as tee President and 
his wife fighting off invading 
Martians in. this extravagant 


1090 The Great Egyptians (B 82 W 8 ) 
1190 SAS Auetrala: Battle for the Golden 
Road ( 8881229 ). 1290 On the Ital of the 
New Testament ( 9433451 $. 190 "terra X 
( 9136459 ). too 71 rT» Travelers ( 3392343 ) 
200 Closa 
SKY ONE 

790 Court Ducfala ( 72497 ) Z 30 The 
Chris Evans Breakfast Show (B 6478 )l 890 
Holywood Sqjares ( 45294 ). 990 Saly 
Jassy Raphael ( 55381 ) WuOO The Oprah 
WWrey Show ( 53316 ) 1100 GLdtyl 
( 60652 ) 1290 Jenny Jonee (B 622 £> 190 
Mad about Xbu ( 71788 ) 190 Jeopardy 
( 73565 ) 290 Saly Jessy Raphael ( 35478 ) 
390 Jemy Jones ( 827 * 9 ) 490 Guityi 
^ 4584 ) 990 Star Trek: Stoyager p 229 ) 
690 AmericfADimbeetCrinteais ( 2861 ) 
690 Riond 8 ( 4623 ) ZOO The Simpsons 
( 5958 ) Z 30 The Stnpscne (B 497 ) 890 
Mortal Konfca! ( 13 * 78 ) 990 The X Fies 
( 25942 ) 1090 Marri Uncovered ( 7 S 589 ) 
1190 Friends Q3B2t3) 1130 Star Trek: 
Voyager ( 23958 ) 1290 The Commfah 
( 10508 ) 190 - 790 Long Play ( 2851445 ) 
SKY SPORTS 1 

790 Sky Sports Centra ( 4964861 ) ZS 5 
Ufcrid VAaetirig Federation - Livemre 
( 385039 ) 845 ttxite on Sky Sports 
G 73847 K 3 ) 990 Racrtg News £ 21213 ) 9130 
Aerobics - Qz Style ( 38045 ) 1090 Bmhg 
- Fight Countdown ( 76549 ) 1090 h- 
side Scottish Footbal ( 65836 ) 1130 
SnowtXJanSng - Snowboardar Magazine 
( 39671 ) 1290 Aerates - Or Style ( 8 * 8 ) 
1290 Bowng -Bfcj Rght Countdown 


- h gmag r» ' th the Cold War 
and paranoid 1950s B-movies. 
Perhaps the star turn, however; 
comes from singer Tbm Jones, 
who plays himself and struggles 
manfully against the aliens. 

“Premiere”, tonight's episode 
of Searching for Lost Worlds 
(9pm Discovery), charts tee 
efforts in tee 1900s of Arthur 
Evans, an archaeologist looking 
far evidence of a lost civilisation 
on tee Greek island of Crete. 

James Hampton 


( 32861 ) 190 Premier Snooker League 
00942 ) 390 Inside Scottish Fbolbal 
( 0667 ) 490 Botrig ( 29294)590 Worid 
Wresting ( 45 C) 690 Sky Sports Centre 

( 5923 ) 690 Euopaan Ibur Goff Magazine 
( 2403 ) ZOO RmI (BT 7 B 8 ) 890 FtogsfcJe 
Special $ 6590 ) 990 Sports Auction 
( 56497 ) IOuOO Sky Sports Centre 
( 365213 ) KU 5 'rtaute on Sky Sports 
( 572294 ) 1190 Pool ( 96045 ) 1290 Sky 
Sports Centre ( 88 WS 95 ) tz» You're on 
Sky Sports (B 36886 ) 100 tiugby League 
World ( 63324 ) 290 Pod ( 68091 ) 390 
Sports Centre ( 46859985 ) 395 Ctosa 
SKY SPORTS 2 

ZOO Aerobics - Qz Style (STOSTS) Z 30 
Sky Sports Centre ( 4429641 ) Z 45 Racing 
News ( 8538316 ) 8 J 5 Fasfrax ( 5334564 ) 
8 .A 5 Sqr Sports Centre { 9416229 }. 990 
Fish TV f 567086 D 990 FMiTV Fohing 
•fetee ( 1292836 ) 1090 World Motor Sport 
( 7231045 ) 190 Sports UnSrntoKl ( 1291107 ) 

290 Golf Extra fi 2 no 3 $ S 90 Motor 
Sport ( 525881 ^ 590 WWBrsportS Vtorid 
( 2778478 ) 690 Sports Auction ( 8619359 ) 
ZOO Golf Extra ( 1543655 ) 1090 Water- 
sports World (B 83854 ) 1190 Cydng 
( 3285636 ) 1190 Sports Auction (B 9 B 5053 . 
1200 Europear Tour VWeldy ( 242885 ^ 
1290 R^rfda Special { 9656909. 200 
spexta Centre ( 78234432 ) 2 J 5 Ctosa 
Sky S p ots 3 

1290 Warid WrestSrjg Federation Shotgun 
( 19605294 ) 190 Fbti TV The LBhnate 
FWteg Show (31780132) -L30 Fish TV 
Rshteg Tales ( 0798958 ) 290 Tha Erter- 



taners ( 2725 W 78 ) 290 Bcnkig (H 67 S 403 ) 
390 SnowboanMr MapiTtee ( 1427530 ) 
490 Premter Snocksr League ( 27343229 ) 
690 Cydteg (148000 690 Fish TV 
Fishhg Taxas ( 1482652 ) 790 Fbh TV 
p 7 St 29 <^ 790 Uhbeieuabie Sports 
P 488838 ) 890 Ru£)y La^ue Vltarld 
( 26641788 ) 990 Motor Racing ( 19806923 ) 
1090-1190 FA Cup Ctassics ( 4932 B 381 ) 


SATELLITE TV RADIO/17 


INDEPENDENT PURSUITS 


so Rlsea John Sharian reads Hem- 
ingwayh aedamed novBl of foe Lost 
Generation of the 20s (BriO) 
fUO NEWS; Truly. Madly, Btetcrtey. 
Written by Jufian Dutton A feast of 
entertainment from the town they 
forgot in foe AA Guide to Weekend 
Break*. With JuBan Dutton, Liz Fras- 
er, Peter Hugo-Daly, Stephen 
Critohlowand Matthew Befl. Special 
guest Oeo Ftocos 
tU5 MacFfartockb Palaca 
1)30 Mammon. 
iZjOO News. 

12L30 The Late Book: Golf Dreams. 
tZA8 a^ 3 (*ig Forecast 
UOO As World Service. 

590 World News. 

5-35 Shaping Forecast 
5-40 Inshore Forecast 
5-45 Prayer for the Day. 

5-47 - 6-00 Faming Today. 

RADIO 4 LW 

(196kHz) 

M 5 - ItLOO Da 3 y Servjca 1290 

- 12j04 News; Shaping Forecast 

5- 54 - 5-57 Shipping Forecast 
1130 - 12 j 00 Today in Parfiament 
RADIO 5 LIVE 

(693, 909kHz MW) 

6- 00 Breakfast 
9-00 Mcky Campbed 
12-00 The Mdday News. 

100 RuscoeandCa 
4JD0 Drive 

7- 00 News Extra. 

7-30 John hTverdaJeh Footbal Mght 
Commentary, reports and gc«l news 
frtxn al the evaningfc top footbal ac- 
tion. Plus the National Lottery Draw 
KlOO Littlejohn. Footbal phone-in 
with ffichard Uttiejohn 0500 90969a 
UOO Late Mght Llva 


Z 30 Bbthlon (Se 77 Q. 690 String ( 30381 ) 
9-30 Sid Junping $ 6590 ) 1190 Sfcing 
(70708) 1230 US PGA Golf 101 x 54720 ) 
190 Temis ( 53300 ) 290 Tsrrts ATP Tour 
( 40676584 ) 448 SSdng PT 8 CW 9 ) 590 
Skflng ( 9687 ) 690 Tfemis ATP Tour 
(S 4855 ) 890 Tbnrra £ 6858 ) 990 B©*ig 
( 77103 ) 1090 Seength ( 24 m 1190 
Tractor PUteg ( 673 *) 1290 Ctosa 
UK 00(9 

zoo Crossroads ( 870039 ) 790 Neigh- 
ttous ( 667507 ) X 55 SsEndefS 
(tQ 5756 ) 890 The 9 ( 342055 ) 990 
The B 8 ( 341207 ) 990 When tee Boat 
Comes h ( 522800 ) 1090 Rhoda 
( 96 MSG) UOO Mbs ( 4338667 ) H 55 
Ne^bows ( 7 S 448720 ) 1295 EaslEnders 
^ 263771 ) 190 Julet Biwo (T 762855 ) 
200 Dalas ( 7096478 ) 259 The Bi 
(OOOTO) 395 The 06 ( 4708818 ) 395 
Ea stCndere ( 3600923 ) 490 Rhoda 
(CB 229 ) 590 Al Creatures Greet and 
Srrsl ( 678430 C) 600 Dynasty ( 185 SS 1 E) 
ZOO The Comedy Altern^rvfi: Ever De- 
creasing Odes ( 7329126 ) 7 - 40 "The Com- 


100 Up Al Mght 
i 5J00 - 6J00 Monwig Reports. 
CLASSIC Fll 
(t»0- 1019MHZ FM ) 

6-00 hfck Bafey &00 Henry Kely 
t 2 J >0 Requests. TWO Concerta 
3-00 Jamie Crick. 6-30 Newsnight 
700 Smooth Classics at Sevea 
ajOOEvaiingConcertApro- 
granme of works performed by foe 
LSG. AJwyn: Festival March. Con- 
ettotor Richard Hctot Brahns: PS- 
ano Concerto No 2 in B flaL Stephen 
Kovattevfoh, conductor Co*n Davis. 
Dvorak: Symphony No 4 in D minor. 
Conductor Istvan Kertesz UOO 
Alan Mann. 2 jOO Concerta 3J) - 
6-0 Mark Griffiths. 

VRON RADIO 

(C1& 1®7-1260kHz MW lOSSMHz FM ) 
690 Chris Evans 030 Russ 
WBams. 100 Mck Abbot 490 
Harriet Scrtt &45 London CaSng 
with Harriet Scott/AM Pete and Ge- 
off Z30 Pete and Geoff IOuOO 
Mark Forrest 100 Steve Power. 
490 - 690 Ftichard Alaa 
RADIO SCOTLAND 
6-00 Daybreak. 690 Good Mom- 
teg Scotland & 45 Fred MacAiiay. 
1090 New 1093 Now >buVe Tak- 
ing . 7100 The Scottish Connection 
t!45 Storyfina 1290 News. t293 
Spaceship Earth. 1290 News After 
Noon 100 News. 105 The Usual 
Suspects. 290 - 490 Mr Ander- 
son 495 Carer Stories. 490 
Newsdriva 690 News. 615 Bosto- 
nians 6-40 Pray Stence For. G-S7 
Outdoor Concfitions. 790 News 
703 Bebop to Hp-HopL 990 The 
Usual Suspects 1090 News. 1050 
Cofin Bel. 1095 Scottish Connec- 
tion 1140 Pray Sienoe For. 1155 
News 129 - 69 As Worid Servica 

WORLD SERVICE RADIO 

(198kHz LW) 

100 The Wbrtd Today 190 Meridi- 
an (Live) 290 The Worid Today. 
290 Everywoman. 390 The World 
Today 390 Sports Roundup 390 
Business Report 3J45 Insight 490 
- 790 The Worid Today £00-700) 
TALK RADIO 

690 Kg Boys Breakfast with David 
Banks & Nick Ferrari. 990 Scott 
Chisholm and Saly James. 1290 
Left Taft Peta 100 Arm Raeburn. 
490 SportZona 890 Big Issues 
with Simon Heffec 1090 James 
Whafa 1290 - 690 Ian Cofine 


edy Alternative: Dadis Army ( 43977 IG) 

8 L 20 The Comedy ARamallve: The Brittas 
Empke ( 2528497 ) 9 u 00 Man Behteteg 
Badly (CHOW) 240 Men Behaving Badly 
JBOflMt 1090 Only Foote amt Horses 
( 8250823 ) 1205 The B 8 (B 814527 ) 1295 
The B> (BZ 7 OO 01 ) IjOS Dangvflefd 
( 2 B 72 C 8 ) 290 Danperfleld ( 8268904 ) 
390 • 790 Shopping ( 8225140 ) 

LIVING 

690 Try and Crew ( 79753316 ) 6.20 ID 
pljs 2 ( 48 D 21 A 8 ) 6j«0 PWertlhe Frog 
( 98763229 ) 6-45 Oreadynuns and tee 
Gang ( 98682300 ) 6-50 Poka Dot Shorts 
( 96670585 ) ZOO FTacticai Parenting 
( 3522132 ) 795 Ptoteeeor Biitote (B 34923 ) 
Z 30 CaBou ( 804687 ) 795 Bug Alart 
( 7 DQSB) 795 Practical Pararrtteg 
( 9047381 ) A 90 Barney and Friends 
( 907956 ) 895 Babatoos (W 53497 ) 890 
Try lales ( 323847 ^. 895 Tiny and Crew . 
( 423018 ) 890 Practical Pteenttag 
( 878804 Q. 990 Special Bates ( 8372584 ) 
990 Tie Rosaame Show - U glil g hl s 
( 7259 / 88 ) IOuOO The Jerry Springer Show 
(B 653 J 32 ) ALSO Mary Ravlch ( 3 M 901 CI) 
1190 Brookside ( 234602 ) CiO Through 
the Keyhole ( 2178029 ) 12-40 Rescue »n 
( 36050388 ) 140 Beyond Betaf ( 39964768 ) 
140 Ma*y PDrich ( 4259403 ) 290 Spe- 
cial Babies ( 9349497 ) 390 Uviig Room 
(B 451855 ) 390 Mchael Cole (TOOT) 

4^0 Through the Keyhole 690307 ) 540 
The Heat Is On ( 15862039 ) 5-40 Ready 
Steady COOk ( 8240038)635 The jerry 
Sprtegsr Show ( 067045 ) Z 05 Rescue 911 : 
( 4 W 5671 ) Z 35 Arrnal Rescue ( 403958 ) 
890 LA Lew ( 2687519 ) 990 Fta: The 
Secretary ( 094 ) ( 2564478 ) UOO The Sex 
Ffes I ( 7523128 ) 1200 Ctosa 
TNT 

990 TWo Weeks in Another Town ( 662 ) 
( 3392294 ^ UOO The Sinshine Boys 
(S 75 ) ( 68904497 ) 115 Mxr Cheatin' Heart 
( 1964 ) ( 45405324)390 l»o Weeks in An- 
other Tbwn ( 982 } ( 1728136^.590 Closa 


790 Jerry ( 6590 ) 790 Grace Under Rre 
( 6229 ) 890 Elan (BOD) 890 Spin City 
( 1045 ) 990 Drop the Deed Doriray 
(£720 990 Whose Line Is ft Anyway? 
( 5403 E) 1090 Frasier ( 9512 C) 1090 
Cheers ( 26765. 1190 Seinfeld ( 28566 ) 
1130 The Larry Sanders Show (B 9403 ) 
1290 Late Nghtwtth Dwid Lettermwi 
( 26644 ) 100 "feud ( 28558 ) 190 Frortlne 
( 48817 ) 200 Dr Katz ( 34275 ) 290 Tin 
and FUS ( 1378 S) 390 N 0 it 5 tand ( 14362 ) 
390-490 Abbott & Costafb &736S) 


Chess 

JON SPEELMAN 


IN A bravura performance sur- 
passing even his outstanding play 
at W$c aan Zee in January Gary 
Kasparov guaranteed first place in 
Linares on Sunday, with two rounds 
to spare. With just yesterday’s and 
today's rounds left, he had 9.5.T2. 
dear of Kramnik 7, Anand &5, Lefco 
and Topalov 5^. Adams 5 and Svi- 
dler and Ivanchuk 4L5. 

This magnificent battle took 
place on Friday. The rather extra- 
ordinary 13 Nbl was unleashed fay 
the equally so Vassily Ivanchuk 
against Loekvan Welyinn game ul- 
timately drawn at Wijk aan Zee 
1996 The point is teat on a4 it is vul- 
nerable. while on eS it blocks the e 
file. To begin with 13... Ne5 was gen- 
erally played but 13 ...g5. which 
Topalov introduced against Leko in 
round three of Linares, is quite 
logical since at the cost of one pawn 
Black gains several tempi. 

16 . . .Qb6! was a bag improvement 
on Topalov's 16 ...Qa5. The differ- 
ence was that if IS Rxhl BgT im- 
mediately gains a tempo by attack- 
ing the d4 knight; instead Leko was 
able, with tee queen on a5, to re- 
capture IS Rxhl and utiEse the h file. 

22 ...Bg7! was better than 22 
...fxe6 when 23 Qb2 yields a pow- 
erful attack, though probably only a 
draw with best play. But Anand 
should have played 24 QE+ Kg8 25 
QG (threatening 26 Be4 Nxe4 27 
Qe6-K'» when tee main line goes 25 
...Bxd426Qg6+ Bg727Re8+ Rxe8 
28 Qxe8+ Kh7 29 Qh5+ etc. 

incredibly, Anand only deviated 
from Ka^iarov's analysis with the 
insjared 27 Nc3!! which gave better 
chances than the technical ending 
after 27 Nf5+ QxS 28 gxE (not 28 
Qd4+ Eh7 29 gxf5 Nb3+> 28 ... 
Nb3+ 29 Kdl B£3+! 30Kel Nxd2 31 


Nxd2 Bg4 32 Be7 BsS 33 Bxbl Bxc.” 

Not 28 ...Qxfi?? 29 Qxc3+ ; but 2S 
...KfB 29 Bh6+ KeS 30 QxdS Bxd5 
31 Nd6+ Kd7 32 Nxc8 cxb2+ 33 
Kxb 2 Kxc8 was very possible. As 
played. White had drawing chances 
since an exchange of knights would 
lead to a technical draw. 

After 36 ...Ne4? - 36 ...Nd7 37 
NbS Nb6 looks an improvement - 
Anand almost pulled off a miracle. 
Simply 47 Nc3! Kd4 48 Nxa4 would 
draw easily but in a moment of mad- 
ness Anand looked for something 
“even simpler" and fell into a mat- 
ing net After 51 Kxa4 Nb6+ 52 Ka5 
Nc4 -t- 53 Ka4 Bc2 is mate: ur 53 KaC 

Bc8+ 54 Ka7 Kxbo etc. 

White: \%wanathan Anand 
Black: Gary Kasparov 
Sicilian Najdorf 


1 e4 c5 

27 Nell!! hxc3 

2Nf3d6 

28 NG+ KfT 

3 d4 cxd4 

29 Qxd3+ Bxd-T 

4 Nc3 a6 

30 .Ndfi+ Kgii 

6i3e6 

31 Nsc8 Kxg5 

7Bc3b5 

32 Nb6 BeG 

8 g4 h6 

33h.vu3 Kxg4 

9 Qd2 NbdT 

34 Kb- Kf4 

10 O-D-O Bb? 

35 Ka3 a5 

Uh4b4 

36 Nn4 No4 - ’ 

12 Nbl d5 

37 Nb2 Nsc3 

13 Bb3 g5 

38 Nd3+ Ki>3 

14 hxg5 hxg5 

39 Nc5 BE) 

15 exd5 Nxd5 

40 KbJNda 

16 Bxg5 Qbf> 

41 Nb7 a4 

17 Bg2 Rxhl 

42c4Nb6 

18Bxhl Rcfi 

43 Nd6 Bd3 

19 Rel Qa5 

44 c5 Nd5 

20 f4Qxa2 

45 Ka3 Bc2 

21 f5 Nc5 

46 Nb5 Ne7 

22 fae6 BgT! 

47Na7??Kd4 

23exf7+ Kxf7 

48 c6 Nd5 


24 Bxd5+?!Qxd5 49Nb5+ Kc5 

25 Re7+ Kg8 50 c7 Bfi 0-1 
26Rxg7+Kxg7 


Bridge 

ALAN HIRON 


WITH THE vulnerability in your 
favour; would you make the same 
slightly off-beat pre-empt that 
North chose first in hand on this 
deal? Hearing Three Diamonds 
and a pass by East, South heaved 
an inward si gh and tried his luck 
with 3 no-trumps. All passed. West 
led +Q, and South brightened up 
- it appeared that he had done tee 
right thing. 

It all looked straightforward 
and, after winning with ♦A.Soute 
continued with the ace and an- 
other diamond. It was bad news 
when West showed out - now noth- 
ing could be done, and South ended 
with only six tricks. 

It was a reasonable enough punt 
on South’s part but he did not give 
himself the best chance. Clearfyhe 
hoped for a 3-2 diamond break but 
there was realty no rush to test the 
suit It was quite possible that tee 
dubs might provide four tricks in 
tee event of a bad diamond break, 
but tee suit had to be played first 
for, after testing the diamonds, 
even finding +KQ doubleton 
would not help as the suit would be 
blocked after a spade return. 

South’s best bet would have 
been to try a low dub from hand at 
trick 2. keeping the diamonds in 
reserve, and hoping that West held 
♦ K10 or +Q10 (on indeed, teat 


East-West game; dealer North 
North 

♦ 87 
<PJ6 

OKO109S7 
♦J 6 2 

West East 


West 

♦ Q J 106 3 
VK 10532 
02 

♦K 10 


♦ 9542 
<S»A9 

0 J 5 4 3 

♦ QS5 


South 
♦AK - 
VQ 8 74 
0 A 6 
♦A 9 743 


♦KQ were doubleton in either 
hand). As the cards lie, West would 
have had a problem. If he goes in 
with his king and continues 
spades, the diamonds can be 
tested and, when they turn sour, 
♦ J can be led and run to pin his 
ten. And if West tries 410 on the 
first round, dummy's jade loses to 
the queen and ids king falls on the 
next round. 

FinaQy if nothing happens on the 
dub lead, there is still tee diamond 
suit. It is worth noting that, with 
this holding in dubs, the first lead 
should be from hand 
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BSC1 N RELAND 

As B8C1 Scotland euscapt; 690 

Bustoess Breakfast (83652) 1290 VVtoe- 
out (4770045) 9136 Jasper Canott - Back 
ID tha Front (96056) KMO Lives of Our 
Tines (778923) 1190 Tha X Ffes 

1M6 FWe Go Mad m the Nttwn 
(109890) H50 Harry EnfMdk Television 
Piugwnme (88*97) «90 Ruby Ww 
Meets. Pamela Andersen p*4904) 

1230 Ftoi:De«*y Past (8290169) Z45 
state BBC NBVW 24(58729072) 

BSC1 LONDON A SE 
As MCI Scotland except: 690 
Busness Breakfast (83652) 1230 Wfce* 
out (4770045) 696 News; Wsedher (671) 
690 Newsroom Sou#! East (323) 9L35 
Jasper Catron - Sack to the Finnt (B809«) 
IfM® The X FfeS (88229ft 1056 Five Go 
IMnri the Kteren«9B90) 1190 Hany 
Enfiefcft TMewfskfl Prograiime (F836) 
itaOftisyWta Meets, ftmela Anderson 
(87861)1290 Ffer Oeady Pas* 

(9938493 129 BBC Nwra & (35534081) 


A* ScettbO MCHfe 1290 Border 
Heritage (737700. 1235 Home end Away 
(1889655) taoTneJeny S ponger Sh ow - 
H27385a 295 Emmwdate SW7671) 
490 Mad tor S (77ft 590 Home end 


News (57949?) 1190 The BtoMslch: FA 
Cup RMtey S437fta «35T»n: The VBr-' 
dnSoklere 802814)290 Fftn: Cover Gkl 
rater* (B840807) 390 Trisha (B29258) 
490 ITV M^wcraen (0026237). 

QRAMPIAN 

Ax Scottish accept 1290 Grampian 
Headnes (7377126) 1235 BimnUB 

E 32) 690 North TdnigW and v*ether 
1120 Grampian Headfees and 
ST S79497) 490 Scotland Tbday 
(4490^ 490 Mxtta; She Wrote (71866) 
GRANADA 

As Scottish except 9L30 Tha Morn- 
ing (4463Z768L 1235 Home and A*ay 
(1M98K) 190 The Jetty Sprin ger Sh ow 
(4273ffi5) 295 ErnneraaSe fi2B7871) 

490 Mad far ft (Trn 590 Home and 
Amen (290Q)«ft9O The Big Match: FA Ctop 
Repay (343719) 1295 The Vtrrfo 

SddetB (S02614) 290 Fftn: Cover Girt 
KaBrpjt0607j.390 TrtshB(S a9256) 
490 TTV Mghtecreen (6026237) 

RTE1 

78 Oireachtas Report {966E923) 7-35 
TbeMtwte Shw taHvtows p55«5ta) zas 
O pen House P385231Q. 995 Rosna Run 
(B4363M) 995 Widest Of Trbes 


( 72878381 ) 1095 Falcon Cra« (S 0614687 ) 
tt 30 Bamafcy Jones ( 8 B 189671 ) 1290 
hUi Road ( 3402702 ) 190 News; Vtfestfr- 
erfoe; Cinrfffe Miaehta ( 5209 tt 3 g. 195 
Home and Aw ( 52903923 ) 195 Tha 
Oprah winfrey STOW ( 8666 B 23 ) 390 
News Summary and Weather flod/D/tito) 
235 Open House (K 720313 ) 490 News 
tfeacfciee; D WMch { 8478947 $ 430 Em- 
merdala pBSffiW®. 590 Tkacht 
( 90379942 ) 5-30 Shariland Street 
§ 077 ^ 63. 690 The Angelus ( 6987 S 65 ) 
691 Sbc-One News; News tor the Deaf 
(349399231 ZOO Nettonwide ( 22686671 ) 
fcOOAeTrne Goes By ( 2277 S 5 S&. 030 
tJk Bean Q2B8VS8) 990 News aid 
Weefoerfine ( 96 * 15294 ) 990 Prtna Time 
B 77 SW 7^«45 Ffec Gniiffer Old Men 
( 29253403 ) 1295 NawsHeadfees 
^ 146 C 1 SS) 12 » Wtoge ( 54309817 ) 1295 
The Rulh RBndefl Mysteries ( 77 K 8072 ) 
195 ftn: Bakerft HaM< ( 97553072. 355 
The Oprth WrfitiySw* © 2423343 ) 495 
The Best erf the Late Late Show ( 25852482 ) 
NETWORK 2 

635 CNttsni 1090 Open Learning: 
Satodos ( 39003768 ) UU 5 Open Learning: 
Vte raafce ro ( 86923437 ) < 90 Open 


S 1 L 30 Credbb Bfotes 
H 95 ChafengingTmes 
1290 Lcwejcy( 34931381 ) 

■loo eacKDoard Jungle p 20997 ^ 195 
pup PraflBS ( 691339^190 Den 2 : Ba- 
nanas In Pyjamas **. 

Men and Utile Mss ( 32035437 ) 1 30 An 
Bute Bog ( 32004381 ) 290 The Morbegs 
03509316 ) aBi®per^W 34 ^ 290 
Bamsy and Friends pd<J 7 b 58 ) 090 Oe- 
car and Friends ( 23305297 ) 390 Happy 
Bkthdav ( 31862381 ) 3 JS ' The 

WoSffiK 

[ 77809010 ) 495 Pnky and the Bran 
£ 897502)590 Echo ( 2267 W 9 ) 590 
V of a raid mweru 690 ! safarina. the 
-feenaoe wuch ssnS^HS) 690 Home 
andAwy ( 80788300 ) 790 Popccene 
( 22684213 ) 730 Flm: Addame Famly \W- 
uasaa 4477 W) M 5 The Smpsons 

( 78859128 ) Chure 

cpRv\ag 7 V 1090 Cataac Arrest 
5 OTH 704 S 1 1035 News 2 and Vfeatherlne 
1 U 5 Later wtth Ctore McKeon 
1290 Oreachtas Report 
S^SgTa 1295 The Nanny ( 543 S 6 M) 

SSi MO U T H UWJ 

Haeters (B 1 S 262 S 6 ) *90 Streetwise^ 

pn 3 ^^^MJobfinder 99 P 8847072 ) 


ULSTER TV 

AS Scottish except: 1290 UTV 
Uvk Luichtkne News and Vfealher 
( 7368478 ) 1235 Emmendale ( 4 T 73132 ) 
195 Home and Away ( 41391126 ) 135 
The Jeny Sprtiger Show (J 9857 A) 490 
Mad lor tt ( 774 ) 590 Home and Away 
( 230 Q) 590 UTV life ( 126 ) 690 UTV 
Uve at Sx (B 8 ^. 790 Coronation Street 
( 4 (D) 739 UTV News Update ( 90 B 05 ) 
1190 UTV News and Weather ( 579497 ) 
1190 The Hq Match: FA Ox Replay 
( 343 ^ 9)1295 Flm: The Vffjprv Soners 
^ 02814)290 Fin: Cover Gkl KBer* 
(^ 40807 ) 390 Trisha (I 52 S 256 ) 490 

rrv Nghtacreen (8028237) 

YORKSWE 

As Scottish n tc qit 1090 This 
Morrlng ( 44332768 ) fill Local News 
end Weather ( 4 f 0 O 1 O) 1235 Home and 
Away ( 1889855 ) 190 The Jotv Sprtiger 
Show ( 4273 ^) 295 Emmerdale 
0387670. 490 Med far It ( 77 ft 590 
Home and Amy ( 2300 ) 590 Tonight 
( 126 ) 690 Local (B 69 ) 1190 Local News 
and Whether P 794 S 7 ) 1190 The Big 
Math: f% & 4 J Fteplay ( 343 » 9 ) 1295 
Fill: The Virgin Sokfere ( 8028 W) 290 
Rkn: Cover art K 3 a* (B 840807 ) 390 Tr- 
bha (t 529 £S 6) 490 Jobfadar (B 0 ZB 2 S 7 ) 


ACROSS 

I Church feature (5) 

4 Fragoaeots of bnck etc (6) 

9 Sh%(7) 

10 Sorrow (5) 

II Fruit (4) 

12 Going by sea (71 

13 In suitable condition (3) 

14 Flat-topped hill (4) 

16 Departed (4) 

18 One unspecified (3) 

20 Gore of maize ear (7) 

21 Russian ruler (4) 

24 Robber (5) 

25 Gave instruction to (7) 

26 Swallow up (6) • 

27 Custom (5) 


DOWN 

1 Tree-lined road (6) 

2 Drag along ground 15) 

3 Attack (4) 

5 Clumsy (8) 

6 Sheriff’s officer (7) 

7 Crude representation of 
someone (6) 

S Animal (5) 

13 Not based on fact (8) 

15 Personal ornament (7) 

17 Grass-cutting implement (6) 

18 Lessen (5) 

19 Belief (6) 

22 ^ish thoroughly (5) 

23 Irritation (4) 


27 Custom (5) 

Solution to yesterday's Concise Crossword: 

ACROSS: 7 Simmer. S Leader (Semolina). 10 Ottoman, 1 1 Nacre. 12 Noon. 13 Adder. 
17 Query, ISSafio, 22 RepcL 3 Enclose. 34 Carafe. 25 Saliva. DOWN: 1 Astound. 2 Emo- 
tion, 3 Jemmy. 4 Meaader .5 Snack. 6 Creed. 9 Unadorned. 14 Qua lift, IS Calorie, >6 Nose- 
bag, 19 Truck. 20 Spire. 21 Scrap. 
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